
Where boys 
don’t run.
They bounce

Outstanding education in an inclusive, warm and  
dynamic environment for pupils aged 4-13 



Pupils aged 4-13
—
Day School
—
Non-selective entry 
—
15 pupils – our average class 
size
—
Top 20 School 
for Academic Results
– The Sunday Times, Parent 
Power Schools Guide 2021
—
6.75 Acres of Playing Fields 
—
7 bus routes across 
neighbouring boroughs 
—
Less than 10 miles from 
Central London 

Key Facts

Welcome to Durston House, a vibrant, 
stimulating, energetic and forward-looking 
school where pupils are recognised and 
appreciated for who they are as individuals. 
There is a wholehearted commitment to a 
holistic education, in which each individual 
and their talents come first. Our pupils 
shape the community and are supported 
and nurtured by teachers who really care. 
The excellent pastoral care at Durston House 
allows for the school to flourish as the happy 
and relaxed place that it is. 

“A traditional, academic pupils’ 
prep school doing, as one mother 
put it, ‘what it says on the tin’ – 
preparing pupils very well for the 
next stage.”
—Good School Guide

A pupil’s education here is shaped by the 
development of their character by giving 
them the confidence and skills to excel, 
curiosity to learn and discover more, and 
their expanding capability to succeed in all 
they take on. 

Durston House at Reception is non-selective 
and we welcome pupils from all ethnic, 
cultural and religious backgrounds. The 
School is proud of its diversity. It is a 
community in which mutual respect and 
understanding, fairness and opportunities 
for all really matter.

Giles Entwisle 
Headmaster

Welcome to
Durston
House School
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Celebrating DiversityWhy Durston House?

Durston House is a vibrant, innovative 
and exceptional school. We have a rich 
and distinguished heritage of outstanding 
education and a fine record of achievement. 
Established in 1886, we have been preparing 
pupils for some of the most prestigious 
senior schools in the country ever since. 

Durston House has an enviable academic 
reputation and we are unashamedly 
ambitious for every single pupil. However, 
while we do offer a rigorous and broad 
academic curriculum, our pastoral care is of 
equal importance. We believe that your child 
will fly further and higher if they are happy. 

From a very early age, pupils at Durston 
House learn to embrace diversity and 
gain a worldlier, balanced and informed 
perspective. As we compare our own 
struggles, priorities and values, we really 
begin to understand other people, to walk 
in their shoes and see real-life issues from a 
completely different point of view. 

Through growing contact with, exposure to, 
and communication between new people 
with unique ideas, our pupils see that they 
may have more in common than they 

thought. Or, they may still be remarkably 
different, and that is okay too! 

“Embracing diversity is key to 
a strong school community, 
and I could not be prouder to be 
leading a school where diversity 
really matters.”
—Giles Entwisle, Headmaster
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The Durston
journey

At Durston House we create a vibrant, stimulating and energetic learning 
environment. We have a proud and long history of achievement, with an 
excellent record of academic, cultural and sporting achievements. This is 
reflected in the strong relationships among our pupils, families and staff. 
We are consistently ranked amongst the best independent schools in the 
UK, and in 2021 Durston House was listed as a Top Independent Prep School 
(no. 17) by The Sunday Times Parent Power Schools Guide.

Pre-Prep –  
Reception & Years 1-2  

The Pre-Prep sees the very first steps on a 
child’s journey through Durston, exciting 
steps where they will learn to love learning.

1:7 Ratio of staff to pupils 

Full of adventure and discovery, our Pre-Prep 
offers its pupils a wonderful, caring and 
stimulating school experience. 

Pupils join in Reception aged 4, where they 
are gently introduced to the School routine, 
whilst following a bespoke curriculum which 
is based on the Early Years Foundation Stage 
guidance. From the outset, the curriculum 
is designed to be challenging, inspiring and 
fun, offering a diverse range of opportunities 
in Music, Art, Drama and Sport. 

Middle & Upper School
Years 5-8

15 – Average class size

“Where pupils go above and beyond what they 
thought they could achieve’

The transition from Junior School to  
Middle School is one which is met with 
excitement, but also, understandably, with  
a little apprehension. 

This is a distinct stage in our pupil’s 
education and one where they have to 
juggle academic and extra-curricular 
responsibilities, as well as learning to take on 
the additional duties associated with being 
in the senior years at Durston House. 

Junior School
Years 3-4

15 – Average class size

Whilst Durston House is set across 
three separate buildings, there is a clear 
progression of pupils’ attainment in all  
areas of the curriculum. This ensures a 
seamless path throughout their journey at 
Durston House.

Lessons are taught primarily by the Form 
Teachers, with specialist teachers for French, 
Computer Science, Art, PSHME, Study Skills, 
PE and Games. 

There are extensive opportunities to become 
involved in all areas of school from the 
exciting Enrichment Programme to singing 
in the Junior Choir, representing the school 
in sports fixtures and performing in the 
annual Junior School Production.  

Preparation for  
Senior Schools

We are here to help and to provide support, 
advice and assistance in choosing the 
right senior school for your child and help 
navigate the admissions process for their 
next school. 

Teaching and learning throughout all parts 
of the school prepares pupils to be equipped 
for the entry examinations. During the 
Autumn Term in Year 6, the focus on work is 
relevant to both 13+ pre-tests and 11+ entry 
tests.  We offer a number of opportunities 
for pupils to think about their preparation 
for senior school interviews, including 
an Interview and Confidence Coaching 
Workshop. 

54



As pupils enter Durston House, they are 
supported in their transition from nursery 
into the more formalised setting of school. 
In the first few weeks pupils settle into 
a new routine, learning about the school 
rules, forming new friendships and start 
engaging in all that Durston House has to 
offer. Once they are accustomed to their 
new surroundings, they participate in all 
areas of school life, from mixing with other 
year groups in Vertical Groups to House 
Competitions and Assemblies. Through 
this they are able to understand the wider 
Durston community and see the older pupils 
as role models. They also participate in whole 
school initiatives such as Anti-Bullying 
Awareness week, the Literary Festival, STEM 
week and Mental Health Awareness week.

In Reception, there is a balance of structured 
activities and free-play learning activities, 
both indoors and outdoors each day. Play 
is important in the Early Years and pupils 
have plenty of opportunity to engage 
in independent play activities, role-play 
and teacher-supported play. Pupils love 
socialising with their peers in the Reception 
garden and in the Pre-Prep playground or 
at our Castlebar playing fields. Outdoor 
learning is an important aspect of the 
Reception curriculum, and, during weekly 
field lessons, pupils can play using the 
equipment on offer, such as trikes, monkey 
bars or the slide, as well as using resources, 
such as buckets and spades, to dig for 
dinosaur bones (they do find some!) or 
magnifying glasses to investigate minibeasts 
and plants. 

EYFS Learning GoalsEYFS Framework 

“Reception pupils learn to 
be curious, independent and 
enthusiastic in their learning.”

In Reception, pupils engage in a broad 
and rich curriculum underpinned by the 
seven areas of learning in the revised 
Statutory Framework of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage: Communication and 
Language; Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development; Physical Development; 
Literacy; Mathematics; Understanding the 
World; and Expressive Arts and Design. 

There are three classes with each class 
having a form teacher and a full-time 
teaching assistant. The curriculum is 
cross-curricular and practical with subjects 
taught being English, Mathematics, Topic 
(Humanities and Science), PSHME, Art, 
Music, Games and ICT. Pupils have specialist 
teachers for Music lessons in which they 
learn songs including those for School 
Productions and an introduction to musical 
instruments. For Games, they do gymnastics 
as well as learning ball skills and different 
ways of moving.

We cover six topics during the Reception 
year: People who help us, Festivals, 
Ourselves, Transport, Animals and 
Minibeasts. Through our topic work, pupils 
are able to appreciate and discover the world 
around them.
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At Durston House, the term ‘pastoral care’ 
is all-embracing; it is the complete care of 
a pupil, in their whole education and the 
development of their character. 

Durston House is a diverse community of 
families and staff, where all are welcomed, a 
place where people share, respect, challenge 
and dare to dream. The promotion of well-
being, care and kindness for each other and 
resilience lies at the core of our School.

Like ‘family’ members, we are bound by 
trust and loyalty, concern and mutual 
support.

We take responsibility for ourselves and 
others. We build up together, and we 
celebrate together. We do not believe in a 
‘one-size-fits-all’ education, but are broad 
enough in our thinking and our provision 
that every person has the opportunity to feel 
fulfilled. 

“Durston House provides an 
excellent educational facility as 
well as offering brilliant pastoral 
care. They have supported my 
children throughout their time 
here and helped them to develop 
into confident and well-rounded 
young adults.”
—Parent

Based in three beautiful Victorian buildings 
in the green borough of Ealing and five 
minutes’ walk from Ealing Broadway Station, 
Durston House is also blessed with two 
impressive sports fields.

The first is Castlebar, a large outdoor space, 
comprising of a pavilion, football pitches, 
floodlit tennis courts, woodland and other 
play areas, which enables PE, Games, After-
School Activities, outdoor learning, and 
break times to take place.

Our second sports field is Swyncombe,  
a ten-minute coach journey away, and is  
used for Games, fixtures, as well as our  
own sports tournaments throughout the 
year. It comprises of a cricket square, nets, 
multi-use games area, grass football pitches 
and pavilion.

FacilitiesPastoral Care
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At Durston House, we believe that it is 
hugely important to create an educational 
environment that encourages all pupils 
to be curious and enthusiastic about their 
opportunities to learn and grow. 

Pupils enter Durston House full of curiosity, 
natural energy and enjoyment and it is our 
responsibility to ensure that this enthusiasm 
is fostered. 

The curriculum we offer is very broad, deep 
and rigorous, allowing ample opportunity 
for pupils to question and explore. Individual 
learning is valued and encouraged by our 
well-qualified staff, always keen to inspire 
and engage pupils beyond the classroom. 
Our outstanding teaching is supported by 
small class sizes, where individuality and 
independence can flourish. 

Lessons are delivered in a range of ways, 
being mindful of different learning styles 
and preferences, and the certainty that pupils 
should explore and experience practically 
and experientially. Teachers encourage 
pupils to question, and to appreciate that, 
often, there may not be one right answer. 

A Tailored 
Education  

Libraries
Within the heart of each building, pupils 
have access to a library bursting with 
inspiring literature where pupils can foster a 
lifelong love of reading. 

Computer Science 
We have an ICT Suite in Middle and Upper 
School as well as laptops and tablets at 
stations across the School.  

Art Room
The Art studio’s facilities include a suite 
of CAD enabled computers, easels for each 
pupil and an impressive amount of space to 
create largescale 3D projects.

Science Labs 
We have two modern, well-equipped science 
laboratories in Middle and Upper School 
which enhance the delivery of our STEM 
subjects.
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The Academic Curriculum embraces the 
Arts, the Humanities, the Sciences and 
Sport. It is broad in its scope and profound 
in its content, offering each pupil the 
chance to make progress and to succeed. 
Our Curriculum is written and delivered 
with a clear objective in mind: to stimulate 
curiosity, develop a passion for learning 
and a delight in discovery. 

Pre-Prep
In Reception, pupils gradually move from 
a play-based to a more formal curriculum, 
using both indoor and outdoor spaces. They 
learn to understand the world from the point 
of view of themselves and others, learning in 
a stimulating and enabling environment at 
a pace that is suitable for them as they move 
on through the Pre-Prep. 

Junior 
Critical and creative thinking as well as 
a mastery approach to lessons continue 
in Years 3 and 4. Inquisitive pupils are 
encouraged to investigate ideas and concepts 
that span across subjects, including the 
introduction of French, Computer Science 
and increased emphasis on Physical 
Education. 

Upper
Pupils in Middle and Upper School follow a 
robust and rigorous academic timetable that 
allows for the expansion of learning and 
mastery in a wide range of academic skills. 
As pupils progress, an increasing level of 
independence, responsibility for learning 
and creativity in thinking is encouraged. 

Learning Support 
Our aim is for pupils to become independent 
learners who can embrace their studies, 
confident in the notion that they are 
supported by specialists who understand 
their needs and who can enable them to 
thrive academically, preparing them for the 
world beyond Durston House. 

Throughout a pupil’s time at Durston House, 
our Learning Support Team liaise closely 
with subject or class teachers to ensure that 
each child’s needs are fully understood 
and are accommodated in the classroom. 
Learning Support sessions primarily aim to 
support the development of Literacy. When 
indicated, a specific programme is planned 
and delivered by specialist teachers. This is 
arranged following discussions with parents 
and is offered without any additional cost. 

Curriculum and 
Learning Support 

“A busy, well-ordered, happy 
school which turns out 
bright, confident and polite 
young teens. ‘In with a smile, 
out with a smile,’ beams one 
happy dad.”
—Good School Guide
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Extra Curricular 
and Sport

At Durston House, pupils get to explore 
a wide range of activities through our 
extensive extra-curricular programme. 
They enrich their learning and share their 
interests, discover new talents and develop 
important life skills. Extra-curricular lessons 
in subjects such as Sport, Music, Drama 
and Art help extend the pupils confidence 
beyond the classroom. Each individual has 
the opportunity to develop their strengths 
and to discover new talents and interests.

Sport
As a leading prep school, we proudly offer 
extensive exposure to the traditional sports 
of Football, Rugby, Cricket and Athletics. 
Over the course of the year, pupils have the 
opportunity to participate and develop skills 
in these sports, as well as those in Basketball, 
Hockey, Tennis, Cross Country, Handball, 
Table Tennis, and Badminton. 
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Music
The Music Department at Durston House 
is a vibrant and stimulating environment, 
providing a wide range of opportunities for 
creative development within the curricular 
and co-curricular life of the school. 

All lessons are taught by specialist music 
teachers. Music lessons are practical in 
nature and provide enjoyable musical 
experiences through listening, composing, 
performing and appraising. Throughout 
their time at Durston House, pupils can 
choose to be involved in a number of 
different co-curricular groups and individual 
instrumental lessons, catering for all levels 
of experience and abilities.

Drama 
School Productions are a highlight of the 
calendar here at Durston House. Annually, 
there is a production created and performed 
by the Pre-Prep, the Junior School and Year 
8, each of which celebrates how truly capable 
Durston House pupils are.

By having the opportunity to be involved in 
a production, on or off stage, pupils develop 
confidence, responsibility and team-work. 
Through playing a part, pupils develop 
empathy, stepping into someone else’s shoes, 
understanding how another person feels and 
the motivation for their actions. The ability 
to communicate clearly, engaging with the 
audience, in a self-assured manner cannot  
be underestimated.

Music and Drama 
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Day Outings
The world outside school has much to 
teach us. With a London location, there is 
a plethora of places to visit, which provide 
inspiration for growing minds. Pupils are 
taken on outings to museums, galleries, 
theatres, castles, battlefields, woodlands, 
rivers, ancient ruins, as well as places of 
religious significance.

Residential Trips 
Once a year, in the Summer Term, Trips 
Week takes place. All pupils from Years 4 – 8 
attend a residential trip, spending at least 
two nights away from home. Trips, inspired 
by the curriculum, can help pupils discover 
much about themselves, their friends and 
the world around them, experiences that can 
go on to form some of the happiest school 
memories. A stay away from home is always 
an adventure; for some a visit to a stately 
home or flying down a zip-wire is something 
new and exciting. 

Whether it be playing chess, cooking, 
debating or building a marshmallow tower, 
Activities and Enrichment here at Durston 
House aim to inspire, enthuse and develop 
curiosity in pupils. 

Pupils of a prep-school age have enquiring 
minds, and our varied Enrichment 
programmes aims to tap into this by offering 
new and exciting opportunities in Year 1 and 
above. By providing a time to do something 
a little bit different, to socialise with friends 
and to develop new hobbies, a young mind 
can grow and a life of discovery can begin. 
Exploration of new ideas and pastimes are 
crucial in the development of a well-rounded 
pupil, suitably prepared for senior school.

The activities we offer focus on more  
active pursuits that engage people in the  
arts, develop their mind or body, or offer  
the chance to perform. Recent popular 
activities have included Photography,  
Lego Construction, Crazy Golf and  
Ultimate Frisbee. 

“Values of kindness, respect and 
independence shine through.”
—Good School Guide

Activities & Enrichment Trips and Outing
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We look forward to welcoming you to 
Durston House School and showing you 
what we have to offer. 

Entry to Durston House School is at 
Reception and is non-selective. There is no 
formal assessment of pupils at this age. 
Admission to year groups after Reception 
is based on assessment and interview. We 
recommend you register as early as possible 
to have the best chance of securing a place. 

Arranging a Visit
The best way to learn about Durston House is 
to witness a day in action. See our engaged, 
motivated pupils and staff working together 
to create an inspiring and nurturing 
environment, where pupils achieve their 
very best. 

For more information or to apply, please 
contact Mrs Caroline Ferns; Registrar:
020 8991 6532, cferns@durstonhouse.org 

Bus
226, 297, E1, E2, E9, E10 and N7

Train
Ealing Broadway is a short 5 minute walk 
(Central and District Lines) 

Car 
A40, A406, M4

Parking
Many of the roads surrounding the School 
are subject to parking restrictions. 

Location Getting to Durston 
House School 

Next Steps 
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Durston House 
12-14 Castlebar Road
Ealing
W5 2DR 

020 8991 6530
durstonhouse.org 

Follow us @DurstonHouse

Where else?




