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The NAS Advanced Autism Accreditation 
recognises the transformative effect 
that The Holmewood School has on its 
students. The committee was left in no 
doubt that the school achieves impressive 
outcomes for its students and has a 
considerable impact on the wellbeing and 
quality of life of these young autistic people 
as they progress through the school and 
transition to adulthood”.  Head of Autism 
Accreditation, National Autistic Society

Think  
Differently
 
Key facts:

Age 7 to 19 years

All genders

Day school

Two sites, both within each reach and with 
good transport links

Average of 7 students per class

Wide ranging therapy services

Specialist teaching

Accredited level 3 Forest School

NAS Advanced Autism Accreditation status

2018 TES Wellbeing Initiative of the Year

2019 TES Senior Leadership Team of the Year

2019 TES Special Needs Initiative of the Year

Disability Confident Employer 

Healthy Schools London (Bronze)

Anti Bullying Award

““I would like to thank all of the 
team at Holmewood who have 
changed so much for us since 
we joined the school last year. I 
never imagined I would go from 
having a child home from school 
for a year riddled with anxiety 
over school; to a child who goes 
to school every day, and happily. 
That is amazing!” Parent



Our core values

 

 cceptance: 
We appreciate who we are, who others 
are, and we live together in peace.

 elf-determination:  
We know that hard work is worthwhile 
and gives us joy and satisfaction.

 ositivity:   
We are positive about life’s challenges 
and rise up to them.

 ntegrity:   
We are honest.  We do what is right 
because it is right.

 espect:   
We are kind and supportive to ourselves 
and each other.

 xcellence:    
We work hard and we do our best 
every day.

Our whole-school focus on celebrating 
student achievement is reflected  
in our approach to positive behaviour 
and rewards.

A warm welcome

 
The Holmewood School, London, is a 
warm and friendly school for autistic 
young people of all genders aged 7-19 
who are working with average or above 
average cognitive abilities.  In addition, 
many of our students will have other 
other language, communication and 
social pragmatic difficulties.
 
Our philosophy is founded on a desire 
to make a difference and to challenge 
the way all members of our community 
think about autism. We ensure our 
young people get every opportunity to 
achieve their full potential in life and 
this commitment is an intrinsic part 
of our philosophy and at the heart of 
everything we do.
 
We recognise that every child is 
different and, in addition to academic 
achievement, our focus is firmly 
on social, emotional and personal 
development. This is supported by 
strengthening independence and 
life skills, which are key to building 
confidence and self-esteem.
 
We are immensely proud of our school 
and we are excited and committed to its 
continuing success.

Lisa Camilleri
Executive Head Teacher

The Holmewood School 
is a diverse and inclusive 
community of excellence, 
creating ambitious learners 
ready to lead confident, 
independent and happy lives.

 

Our aims 

1. To inspire a love for learning.
2. To encourage belonging and 
 inclusivity in the community.
3. To provide a relevant yet creative 
 curriculum for each learner.
4. To develop value and self-worth  
 in our young people.
5. To nurture independent learners  
 and thinkers.

With your help, we aim to truly 
understand what makes your child  
the person they are.

We will develop an individualised 
programme, which reflects your child’s 
needs and abilities, and enables them to 
flourish by encouraging and building upon 
their unique strengths and interests. 

“Students, most of whom have 
been unsuccessful in mainstream 
settings, become more confident 
learners than previously. 
They achieve well and make 
outstanding progress in personal 
development.” Ofsted



“If I stopped trying to be normal, 
you’d see how much of this is a 
ruse. I’m like an onion. Layers 
and layers of fakery before you 
get the middle and realise it 
was never an onion, but really 
a banana, and the banana has 
an even smaller banana inside 
it. Like russian dolls of autism.” 
Upper School Student

We teach the national curriculum but 
have designed it so that it is relevant, 
accessible and motivating to our cohort: 
the highly functioning autistic learner.  
We deliver it in a flexible manner, 
supported by a range of therapies and 
interventions that are informed by a 
wealth of research and experience in the 
field of autism. 
 
All of our curriculum subjects are 
underpinned by a whole school 
drive to support our young people 
in understanding and advocating 
for themselves, building healthy 
relationships with others and building 
resilience. This is so that they can 
become healthy, happy, productive and 
connected members of society.   
 

As they get older, we take the special 
interests of individuals and create a way 
for them to engage in school using these 
as a motivation. This allows bespoke 
cross curricular programmes so students 
can work towards their goals, whether 
this be to attend university, become a 
rockstar, a famous chef or an author, or 
simply get a job and live independently. 

We see these goals become vocations 
as we use our bespoke approach to 
prepare our young people for the next 
stage of their education. With the young 
person at the centre of all planning, we 
map out a bespoke pathway with them 
and provide the support they require to 
be successful in that path. This is why 
Holmewood students, irrespective of 
their starting points, leave the school 
knowing who they are and where they 
are going.   

The Holmewood School leaves no stone 
unturned to maximise outcomes for students 
wherever their starting point and we achieve 
this by thinking differently about our 
curriculum offer. 

Our offer to you



Upper School, Muswell Hill - 
Key Stage 4 and Sixth Form 
(Years 10 to 14)

 
In the Upper School we follow a broader 
curriculum, which includes English, 
Maths, Science and Computing plus 
options of Drama, Art, Humanities and  
a variety of languages.

Subjects are delivered by subject-
specific teachers and learners are 
organised into groups to suit their 
ability. Our programme encourages 
students to undertake exams (including 
GCSE) covering both academic and 
vocational routes.

We promote the enjoyment and 
achievement of our learners by  
drawing on the expertise and facilities 
of the wider community to support  
our curriculum.

Our Sixth Form students will follow 
a bespoke programme (‘flexible 
pathways’) with a varied range of 
courses at different levels that are 
tailored to their long-term goals and 
ambitions. Our overall aim is for our 
Sixth Form students to return to 
mainstream education or employment 

At this stage, there is a continued 
emphasis on developing and enhancing 
life skills and community engagement 
in preparation for leading independent 
adult lives. 

“Holmewood school makes me 
feel accepted, calm and happy.
This school takes the pace of 
learning slower and makes sure 
I understand the work before I 
move on... being around other 
autistic young people has also 
developed my self confidence as 
I now know that there are a lot 
of people who are just like me 
and have the same struggles with 
noise and crowded places.”  
Sixth form student

Lower School, Woodside Park 
- Primary and Key Stage 3 
(Years 2 to 9)

 
In the Lower School we have a  
strong focus on the core areas of 
Literacy/English, Numeracy/Maths, 
Science, PSHE and ICT, complemented 
by foundation subjects such as 
Humanities, RE, Art & Design, PE and 
Drama/Performance.

Learning is planned with the individual 
child in mind; it is differentiated 
according to their needs and there is  
a strong emphasis on intervention with 
support from Speech & Language and 
Occupational Therapy.

Social skills are at the core of our 
teaching throughout Key Stage 2 and 
3 so that students are supported with 
developing friendships, having positive 
interactions and developing their self-
image and self-confidence, and are 
ready to transition to the Upper School.  

Specialist  
teaching for  
all learning  
styles



The curriculum is enhanced through off-site 
educational visits, Forest School education, 
holiday camps, the provision of community-
based work experience and valuable 
enrichment and developmental programmes 
such as the Duke of Edinburgh awards.  

Independent Living Skills

 
Learning is real, meaningful and useful for 
our students. Skills such as independent 
cooking, travelling, community 
involvement, personal safety awareness, 
independent living and budgeting link 
strongly with our citizenship and social 
skills programmes and help students 
develop a connection to the world around 
them. Students learn to use tubes and 
buses independently in and around 
London and we have also run specific 
travel training trips further afield to 
Oxford/Cambridge/Windsor for our upper 
school students incorporating visits to 
places of interest e.g. Cambridge/Oxford 
university and Windsor Castle. 
Our community involvement programme 
has gone from strength to strength 
and students have taken part in local 
community litter picking initiatives in parks 
and woodlands as well as canal clean ups. 

Learning beyond 
      the classroom We then allow students to put these 

lifeskills into action in ‘the real world’ 
via several UK and international 
residential trips where they have the 
opportunity to cook for their friends, 
travel independently and be responsible 
for their own shared accommodation 
whilst living with peers. This simulates the 
shared living experience which they may 
go onto have after Holmewood. To date 
we have had visited Somerset, Kent & The 
Chilterns as well as Poland and Croatia. 
For many of our students this is their first 
experience away from home and a crucial 
part of their development as well as for 
building confidence and independence.

“Another great life skills session... 
it’s not just the cooking but the 
following of the ingredients 
and the instructions that are 
so important for my son. He is 
forever scanning information, 
missing chunks out and getting 
upset that it doesn’t make sense. 
This is such a lovely way of 
addressing the issue”. Parent



Footprints Life Camp is an award 
winning social enterprise and 
partner of The Holmewood School. 
It was founded in 2014 by our Assistant 
Head, Ms D’Silva with the aim of 
reducing social exclusion and increasing 
independence of young people on the 
autistic spectrum. It runs a five day 
Easter day camp and residential summer 
camp annually with specialised staff.  

Footprints prioritises Holmewood 
students for places and also assists 
families with funding if needed. 
Students can take part in a range of 
activities including kayaking, animal 
care, baking classes and trips into 
London all with the aim of developing 
life and social skills. 

Social Skills

 
Social thinking plays a vital role in the 
development of rounded and confident 
individuals, and is considered to be as 
important as academic achievement.

We focus on self-advocacy, self-esteem, 
relationships and social interactions,  
which are essential skills for our 
students to lead happy and fulfilled lives 
and integrated across our curriculum. 
Students also have the chance to 
develop social skills via our SMSC 
events programme with events such as 
Burns Night, an annual egg incubation 
project, charity events, Ted Talks, open 
mic events, food tastings, World Book 
Day, the winter show and a host of extra 
curricular lunchtime clubs chosen by 
our students. 

Forest School

 
Our school is a level 3 registered 
Forest School and students have the 
opportunity to take part in blocks of 
sessions where they learn practical skills 
including shelter building, fire lighting, 
making campfires and using tools in 
order to nurture creativity, curiosity, 
resilience and risk management. 

Through the Forest Schools curriculum 
students learn to push themselves out 
of their comfort zone, both physically 
and emotionally, without a fear of 
failure and build confidence to use 
strategies which can then be transferred 
back into the classroom.

Giving the students ownership of their 
learning helps to make the experience 
relevant and enjoyable. Most importantly, 
it offers a fun and engaging alternative 
for learning outdoors, whilst fresh air has 
proven benefits for mental health. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award

 
The Duke of Edinburgh award is open 
to all Holmewood students from Year 
9 and upwards and is well respected by 
colleges, universities and employers. 
Participants at bronze level will complete 
sections in Volunteering, Skills and 
Physical activity, whilst developing skills 
for adventuring outdoors. It is a truly 
inclusive award, supporting personal 
development and enabling students to 
develop further in activities that interest 
them, or try new things if they wish 
to - all whilst developing resilience and 
confidence, and having fun.

“I enjoyed lighting fires and 
unleashing my inner adventurer! 
Forest school is a wonderful 
experience and you can learn 
valuable skills”. Primary student



The team at Holmewood comprises 
a diverse range of passionate and 
committed professionals who are 
dedicated advocates of young people  
on the spectrum.

As part of our holistic approach, every 
student has access to a highly-skilled 
and qualified team who work together to 
ensure they have a learning programme 
tailored to their specific needs. 

This includes an onsite 
multidisciplinary team of therapists 
who provide:

Speech and Language Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Psychodynamic Therapy, including  
Music Therapy and Dramatherapy
Reflexology

 

Families are offered the support and 
advice they need to feel confident 
and informed about their child’s 
needs and future prospects and our 
multidisciplinary team can provide 
specific programmes that provide wrap 
around support and insight.

Our leadership team includes a Head of 
Welfare and Behaviour who provides an 
essential link between school and home, 
and a Lead Autism Teacher who ensures 
continuity of practice throughout the 
school and develops our vital links with 
the community.

Admissions
If you think The Holmewood School might be 
the right place for your child, please do arrange 
to visit and have a look round. Our staff will be 
happy to answer any questions you may have.

As part of our admissions process we will request to see copies 
of recent reports, a statement of special educational needs  
or EHC Plan, plus other professional and diagnostic reports. 
We will also arrange assessment visits for your child  
if appropriate.

In the case of a Local Authority-funded placement, it will be 
necessary for the Local Authority to be involved in this process.

Enrolment is year-round meaning we welcome students at any 
point in the academic year.

Please contact the Admissions Team for more information: 
T  +44 (0) 20 8920 0669  
E  enquiries@thsl.org.uk

“I am so so glad we found The 
Holmewood School last year, 
you are all amazing in how 
you support our children, not 
to mention the vast amount of 
patience that is always present. 

I cannot thank the school enough 
for the absolute honest and open 
communication we’ve always 
had throughout, it has been 
so refreshing and welcome, it 
makes us as a whole family feel 
supported!” Parent

“Thank you for your continuous 
love and care. You’re all our 
angels. I know I say it every 
time, but I just don’t think I can 
say it enough how amazing and 
wonderful you all are. Thank 
you and thank you so  much for 
giving us hope again. I will be 
forever indebted to every single 
one of your staff.” Parent

Our team

mailto:enquiries%40thsl.org.uk?subject=


The Holmewood School 

(Lower School)
88 Woodside Park Road
London
N12 8SH
T +44 (0)20 8920 0660

(Upper School)
8a Muswell Hill
London
N10 3TD
T +44 (0)20 3908 8991 

enquiries@thsl.org.uk
www.thsl.org.uk

Part of the Cavendish Education Group 

Cavendish Education Ltd
14–16 Waterloo Place
London SW1Y 4AR

T +44 (0)20 3305 9095
info@cavendisheducation.com 
www.cavendisheducation.com

mailto:info%40cavendisheducation.com%20?subject=
http://www.cavendisheducation.com

