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We are, however, much more than just about 
academic excellence. We are a happy, caring 
and inclusive school, guided by our Catholic 
tradition.  Our motto is to ‘Work with Love’. We 
expect exemplary behaviour at all times. The 
value of Christian love for our neighbours, for our 
environment and most of all for ourselves is at the 
core of everything we do. 

Our mission is to help each student achieve their full 
potential by using their gifts to lead a life of love and 
service to others. This prospectus aims to give you a 
flavour of our school. For more information, please 
visit our website at www.ssscs.co.uk. We warmly 
welcome all visitors and if you would like a tour of the 
school, please contact us on 01622 754551

Welcome to our school prospectus. St Simon Stock is a Catholic comprehensive school 
on a parkland campus in Maidstone, Kent. We are an academically high achieving 
school at both GCSE and A Level, with results that rank amongst the best in the country. 
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This success is built upon excellent teaching. Our teachers are 
specialists in their subject areas and are continually developed 
professionally with the most recent educational research. 

Our focus is firmly on ensuring that all students make progress. 
We constantly strive for every student to progress to the next stage 
and believe that there is no ceiling on achievement. At the heart of 
all our lessons is the firm belief that intelligence is not fixed but that 
it is grown through hard work, perseverance and resilience. These 
values are built in to all our teaching.

Students in our thriving Sixth Form achieve places in the best 
universities, including Oxford, Cambridge and the Russell group, 
and in top level apprenticeships. For further information see our 
separate Sixth Form prospectus.

Our core business is learning. We have a 
reputation within Kent and nationally for 
our impressive examination results, at 
both GCSE and A Level. 

Letter from the Minister of State for School Standards

Year Eleven Parent

“I would like to congratulate you, your 
staff and your pupils for the high levels of 
progress your pupils are making.”

“When our son gained a place at St Simon 
Stock Catholic School we were delighted 
and have never regretted that decision.”
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We firmly believe that success is built on hard work and challenge, 
within a caring, supportive community that recognises each student 
as an individual. We encourage our students to aim for the highest 
standards of work and behaviour for learning at all times. 
We maintain a clear focus on developing a growth mindset 
mentality, in which mistakes are welcomed as an opportunity to  
learn and make further progress. 

We recognise the needs of every individual student, challenging 
them to think hard in order to achieve success, and praising and 
rewarding their efforts at every opportunity. We believe that happy, 
motivated students will learn better. 

At St Simon Stock our teaching is based 
on the principle that all students are 
gifted. Our task is to unlock that potential.

Year Nine Parent

Ofsted

“A huge thank you for all you’ve done 
and keep doing for all the students 
in the school.”

“Highly effective questioning and feedback 
help pupils to reflect deeply on their 
learning and to know how to improve. “
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Our staff model these behaviours at all times. Senior staff and 
other teachers greet the students at the school gate at the start of 
the day, and say good bye to them as they leave at the end of the day. 
Students are welcomed at the door by their teachers and teaching 
assistants to every lesson. We constantly praise and reward 
good behaviour. 

At the heart of everything we do are the values of Christian  
love – for ourselves, for our neighbours and for our environment.  
We immediately challenge and manage poor behaviour, so that 
the learning of others will not be disrupted. Our students are 
ambassadors for our school at all times, and we therefore expect  
them to wear their uniform with pride and present themselves smartly. 

We ensure that there is frequent and consistent communication 
with parents and carers about their child’s behaviour for learning. 
We expect parents and carers to play an active part in their child’s 
education, supporting our staff, so that the values and messages of 
our school are repeated at home. 

The behaviour of our students is 
exemplary and is frequently commented 
on by visitors as being exceptional. This is 
because we place the Christian values of 
tolerance, love and respect at the heart of 
the life of the school.

Year Nine Student

Ofsted

“Our teachers really care about 
how well we do.”

“Pupils’ conduct is typically exemplary, both 
in lessons and around the school. They are 
courteous and welcoming to visitors.”
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Our teaching recognises that each student is unique and learns 
in different ways. The design of our curriculum and lesson 
planning ensures that teaching is personalised to suit the varying 
needs of all students.  All of our teaching is underpinned by 
strong support for individual learning needs, delivered by  
our hard working, highly skilled teachers and by specialist 
support staff. 

Teachers pride themselves on knowing their students’ strengths 
and areas that need improvement. They use this information 
to plan challenging, well-resourced, stimulating learning 
experiences, which ensure that all students have the chance to 
achieve their personal best. 

Teachers are organised in to specialist subject departments. 
Many of our teachers are experienced GCSE and A Level 
examiners, team leaders and principal examiners, and use this 
specialist knowledge and experience to develop other teachers 
in the school. 

Our school’s motto is ‘Labore Cum Amore’, 
which means ‘Work with Love’. 

Year Eight Student

Year Eleven Parent

“The school makes us feel special 
and we are proud that we belong 
to St Simon Stock School.”

“I am so impressed with the teachers and 
the school as a whole. Thank you for your 
efforts, perseverance and for giving your 
time for the students to pass their GCSEs. 
As a parent, I would like to convey my 
heartfelt gratitude. God bless you all.”

09



Passionate                         
Achieving
Respect
Caring
Inspiring 10



Passionate                         
Achieving

Respect
Caring

Inspiring 11



Our students are regularly assessed, so that we can track their 
progress, and identify opportunities for intervention. We use our 
assessment information to group our students in the core subjects, 
ensuring that they study alongside students with similar targets. 
This means that our teaching can be matched to students’ needs. 
Grouping is regularly reviewed, to identify opportunities to 
re-group students who are making good progress. 

We also place considerable emphasis on the personal development 
of students beyond the classroom by providing a rich diet of 
extra-curricular activities. This includes a huge variety of sporting 
opportunities, the development of language skills, taking part in the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme, drama and musical productions, 
showcasing artistic work and participating in educational visits, 
locally and abroad. Further detail of this provision, which varies 
from year-to-year, is available on our school website.

The St Simon Stock Catholic School 
curriculum aims to develop the whole 
person. We offer a strong, traditional 
academic curriculum, which is also broad, 
relevant, and balanced, including vocational 
options to meet the needs of all students.

Year Eleven Student

Letter from the Minister of State for School Standards

“We feel safe here and staff 
really listen to us.”

“Thank you for your work in producing 
such high standards and congratulations 
again to you and your staff for your hard 
work and professionalism.”
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We aim to promote the human and Christian development of 
the students that we love and serve. We are an educational 
community who are committed to gospel values. Inspired by the 
vision of St John Baptist De La Salle, Patron Saint of Teachers, 
those gospel values permeate the School.

As one of the Outstanding Catholic 
Schools of the Archdiocese of 
Southwark and a leading La Sallian 
Associate School, our Catholic Christian 
faith is central to all that we say and 
do at St Simon Stock.

A caring
community
Gospel 
Values

Year Seven Parent

Year Ten Parent

“Our child feels exceptionally safe at your 
school, which enables her to thoroughly 
enjoy a full school life, make good progress 
and develop high aspirations for the future.”

“The school’s environment has allowed our 
child to develop into a happier and more 
self-assured individual.“
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