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Welcome 

A very warm welcome to Bury Grammar School - a vibrant, 
high-performing school with a rich history and a warm, 
friendly community. Outstanding examinations results, 
a focus on enabling each individual pupil to shine within 
an encouraging and supportive environment, exceptional 
teaching and an extraordinary range of extra-curricular 
activities are our hallmarks. 

Bury Grammar School has a distinguished history of
excellence dating back to the 1570s. At the same time, we are
very proud of being an open, tolerant and forward-looking
community where innovation and excellence are expected. 

We have a unique structure which gives our pupils the best of
all worlds: coeducation in our Pre-School and Infant School,
single sex education in our Junior and Senior Schools from
age 7 through to 16, and coeducational teaching alongside
single sex form groups in our Sixth Form.

Our vibrant and rigorous curriculum is designed to engage
and challenge our pupils while fostering intellectual curiosity:
this translates into impressive academic performances and
exceptional university and career outcomes. The quality of
our education is evidenced by our excellent ISI Inspection
Reports.

We are very proud of all our pupils, from the youngest to the
oldest, and they are our finest ambassadors. Each child plays
their part in making BGS a happy and successful school. 
Aspirations are high, learning is enjoyable and pupils are
prepared for happy and successful futures beyond school.

We are a caring family of schools which treats every child 
as an individual and where teachers are passionate about
inspiring a love of learning, both inside and outside of the
classroom. Our extraordinary range of extra-curricular
activities and outstanding pastoral care make BGS
a wonderful place to be. 

Each child’s journey through education only happens once. 
I believe that when parents, teachers and pupils work
together to nurture talent and the school has an unwavering
belief in each child’s potential, extraordinary things can
happen. And this is exactly what we do at Bury Grammar
School.  

This prospectus will give you a feel for BGS but nothing beats
coming to visit us. Our doors are always open and we are
always proud to show visitors around our School.

I look forward to welcoming you to Bury Grammar School 
in person. 

Mrs Jo Anderson - Principal

“Pupils of all ages develop
outstanding personal

qualities: they are friendly,
confident and articulate.
They are considerate of

others and know that they
are valued as individuals by

the school community.”

Independent Schools Inspectorate



Our Aims
BGS pupils and teachers are proud to aim high and have high expectations.

Scholarship
To challenge and inspire pupils 
to work hard, aim high and 
achieve and to provide an 
excellent learning environment 
where each pupil values 
academic success and where 
achievement is celebrated by all. 

“BGS is the perfect place to learn. We are 
supported to the highest level, teachers encourage 

us to reach for our goals and as students, 
we definitely feel that our individual 

achievements are celebrated and valued.”
Sixth Form Pupil

Character
To foster intellectual curiosity 
and generosity of spirit, 
self-belief, confidence, a sense 
of responsibility and a caring 
and tolerant outlook. 

“I love coming to school as lessons are really
interesting and I am much more confident 
in myself. I love playing with my friends 

at playtime and if we see someone standing 
at the ‘Friendship Stop’, we make sure they 

come and play with us too.” 
Junior Girls’ Pupil

Enrichment
To encourage all pupils to 
participate in a wide range of 
activities, developing an 
all-round approach to their 
education and a life-long 
love of learning. 

“There is so much to do at BGS! Whether you 
want to be part of the Lego Robot Team or 

perform with our Lads’ Vocal group - there is
something for everyone! We get the opportunity 
to go on some really amazing school trips which

make our lessons even more interesting!”  
Senior Boys’ Pupil

Partnerships
To support parents in raising 
well-rounded, ambitious and 
happy children who play a 
positive role in society, develop 
a sense of duty and service and 
are well prepared for lives in 
an ever-changing world.

“We are so grateful to Bury Grammar School 
for helping raise such a conscientious, happy 

and hard-working young woman. We are fully
involved with every stage of her education and are

confident that she will leave BGS fully equipped with
the skills and attitude that will help her excel.”

Bury Grammar School Parent
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Pre-School 

The journey of educational
excellence begins in our
Pre-School, offering a
world of adventure and
imagination. 

Our stunning, independent Pre-School is based at the heart of the school
campus with unique play areas (both indoor and outdoor), purpose built
classrooms, a modern learning resource centre with computers, a distinctive
Assembly Hall and an indoor Sports Hall. 

Getting to know the children in our care very well is paramount to the culture
at BGS and gives our Pre-School a wonderful sense of community, as we
prepare our youngest pupils for their educational voyage through the School.
Our wide curriculum focuses on literacy and numeracy and our highly
qualified, experienced and caring staff engage children with a huge range of
games and activities in a safe and happy environment. Pre-School children
also enjoy the many extra- curricular activities on offer such as welly walks 
in the school fields, Rugbytots and ballet. The intelligent, structured approach
to learning ensures each child has every opportunity to learn.

We seek to form excellent relationships between children, families and
teachers, helping your child to grow and develop into a happy, healthy and
self-assured individual. Offering every child an education which is
challenging, enriching and fun is our hallmark.

www.burygrammar.com
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3 Years +



Inspire a love 
of learning

Choosing your child’s first
school is of paramount
importance. We provide 
a warm, safe, family
atmosphere for our 
youngest pupils in a very
friendly and stimulating
environment making the
transition from home to
school a relaxed and 
happy one.

Our excellent facilities provide the best possible back drop
whilst teachers focus on enabling each child to flourish. 
Your child will be assigned a key person who will be
responsible for the care and well-being and with whom we
anticipate you will form a close relationship. Parental support
is important to us. Our EYFS professionally qualified and
caring teachers help each child develop into a confident, 
self-assured individual with a zest for life. 

The holistic development of the children as individuals is the
key to setting your     children on the right path to a life-long
love of learning. We are privileged to be charged with
ensuring that this vital stage of your child’s education is
tailored to their needs and excited to be their first taste of
school!

Mr Carl Shuttleworth - Head of EYFS 

“It is so wonderful to see our little
boy come home every day with

exciting stories and having learned
something new. Thank you to BGS
Pre-School for helping him develop

into such a happy, playful and
curious learner.”

Pre-School Parent
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Infant School  

Young children love to
learn. BGS Infant School
is a happy and friendly
place with a unique
character and positive
atmosphere.

Our pupils love Infant School! Purpose built classrooms and cheerful outdoor
play areas are designed to help develop their understanding and sense of
discovery. Our talented specialist staff ensure that the children’s innate curiosity
is fully stimulated and learning is central to their day.

Our pupils make excellent progress. We recognise that the partnership that
exists between school and parents is at the heart of every child’s successful
progress and we seek to share with parents the pleasure of each child’s learning
journey at every stage.

Physical challenge and creative development are vital for young children. Our
specialist teachers including those for Sport, Music, IT and Modern Foreign
Languages fully utilise our purpose built resources such as the Infant Sports
Hall, music room and the central octagonal hall for our special concerts and
assemblies. A wide variety of educational visits organised throughout the year
inspire and excite the children’s natural spirit of enquiry and perfectly
complement the School curriculum. By the end of Year 2 children are fully
equipped to move on to the Boys’ and Girls’ Junior Schools, taking with them 
a secure academic foundation and enthusiasm for learning of all kinds.

www.burygrammar.com
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4-7 Years

“Even the youngest
children display a love of
learning and a thirst for
knowledge and are keen

to explore and
experiment.”

Independent Schools Inspectorate



School is about trying exciting new things, searching for answers, and 
learning both in and out of the classroom. Children are encouraged to 
explore the world around them and to make the most of the many 
opportunities available. We enjoy their different characters and personalities 
and firmly believe that every child has talents waiting to be unlocked.

BGS aims to give children the self-belief and confidence to take their place 
in the world with joy. We encourage a love of learning from the very earliest 
stage and aim to harness the potential of all our pupils. 

My colleagues and I want our pupils to grow up, eager to learn about the world, 
to enjoy success, to strive for high standards and to be happy at school!  

Mrs Vicki Hall - Head of Infant School 

“We are delighted with our
daughter’s growth. She has made
remarkable progress personally,

socially and academically. 
Thank you BGS.”

Year 2 parent 

Explore and 
experiment



Grammar Schools

The spirit of mutual
respect, fair play and
friendship which exists
throughout the School
fosters an atmosphere
which allows the boys
to thrive. 

Set in its own historic building (the former Court and Police Station for Bury),
the Boys’ Junior School offers a caring, secure and happy environment.
Throughout the School, the curriculum provides extensive coverage of
mathematical, scientific, creative, aesthetic and practical spheres of study and
is supported by an extensive range of extra-curricular activities in Music and
Sport. The boys participate in frequent educational visits to museums,
theatres and lectures. 

Boys are encouraged to develop a love of learning, to identify and explore
their talents, and to pursue a wide range of interests. As a result of this ethos,
when they transfer to the Senior School they are maturing into articulate,
confident and considerate young men, equipped with the necessary academic
and social skills for the next stage of their education.

www.burygrammar.com
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Academic excellence is at the forefront of every boy’s learning experience. 
We look to identify and enhance each boy’s individual strengths and to offer
opportunities to discover new experiences. 

We understand that learning is most successful when a child is happy and feels
secure. To help us to create and maintain an environment that will foster this
development, we aim to establish a true partnership with parents. 

Through nurturing and caring for every individual, we instil confidence and 
self-belief in every boy. My team and I know the boys well: we know how to get
the very best out of them as we aim to support boys in realising their potential.
Ours is an environment which enables boys to thrive, where lessons are
challenging, fun and energetic. 

The boys’ humour, sense of fair play and 
determination create an educational environment 
where everyone loves to learn and celebrate success.
There is a real sense of community spirit, of which 
we are very proud.

Mr Matt Turner - Head of Boys' Junior School 

“The Boys’ Junior School
has been outstanding from
start to finish. There is no

doubt that BGSB have
made my son into the

smart, inquisitive young
man he is today.”

Year 6 Parent

Discover new
experiences
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Girls’ Junior School

Our aim in the Girls’ Junior School 
is to provide excellent teaching in 
a happy secure environment 
where all girls feel valued. 
Our girls display confidence which
enables them to gain knowledge,
develop an enquiring mind and
grow into independent learners in order to prepare
them for the next stage of their education.

Set in an academically challenging environment which is vibrant and
stimulating, the Girls’ Junior School challenges pupils and enables them 
to flourish.  

We are committed to developing each girl and nurturing her potential. High
aspirations, quality teaching and outstanding pastoral care go hand in hand. 
The broad curriculum consisting of Maths, English, Science, Humanities,
Modern Foreign Languages and Latin is supported by an extensive range of
extra-curricular activities in Art, Music, Drama and Sport. We take pride in our
girls’ achievements. 

The Girls’ Junior School constitutes an inspirational, challenging and an all
round education providing the academic and social skills to continue their
journey to Senior School.www.burygrammar.com
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BGS Girls’ Junior School provides a first
class education, which inspires our girls,
captures their imaginations, arouses their
enthusiasm and equips them for life in and
out of the classroom. Through nurturing
and caring for every individual, we
encourage confidence and self-belief in
every girl. It is our aim that every girl
should fulfil her true potential and become
confident, tenacious and thoughtful, with a disposition for learning 
and success that will last her a lifetime.

We provide a wide range of experiences and opportunities to encourage
creativity and inquisitive thought. Girls are encouraged to learn
independently and to recognise that learning does not stop at the lesson
bell or upon leaving the classroom but that each moment of their day
represents an opportunity to learn and to understand.

We are very proud to say that BGS Girls’ Junior School is the best place
to grow and learn. Our great team of teachers ensures to give every girl
self-belief and confidence to take their place in the world as responsible
and thoughtful young people. Our philosophy is simple- be brave, 
do your best and enjoy every day!

Mrs Vicki Hall - Head of Girls' Junior School 

“I love school. Our lessons are
exciting and varied, the teachers
couldn’t be more supportive and 
I feel lucky to go to a school with 
so many wonderful opportunities. 
I look forward to each and every 

day at Bury Grammar!” 

Year 6 Pupil

Independent learning
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Boys’ Senior School 

Boys, parents and teachers are
immensely proud of the Boys’
Senior School. Our positive
and invigorating atmosphere
allows every individual to
thrive and develop his talents
to the full. 

The caring and happy environment within the Boys’ Senior School, combined 
with a positive approach to discipline, ensures high standards in the classroom
and on the sports field and enjoyment of a wide variety of extra-curricular
activities.

The school follows a broad and challenging curriculum, and great care is taken 
to ensure an appropriate balance between the arts, sciences, humanities, creative
subjects, sport and extra-curricular activities. 

Class sizes are small, with about 24 boys in each class in the Key Stage 3 years 
(7 - 9) and fewer at GCSE. At GCSE all boys study English, Mathematics, three
separate Sciences and Modern Foreign Language and additionally they opt from 
a wide range of other subjects with most boys studying nine GCSEs. Boys leave
BGS as articulate, confident and well-grounded young men, ready to meet the
opportunities and challenges of higher education and their future careers. 

www.burygrammar.com
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“Boys of all ages develop
outstanding personal

qualities; they are friendly,
confident and articulate.
They are considerate of

others and know that they
are valued individuals by

the school community.”

Independent Schools Inspectorate



“BGS is like one big family. I really feel I can
be myself. Studying in Senior School has

definitely made me more enthusiastic about
learning, developing new skills and meeting

new people. Coming to BGS Boys’ Senior
School was the best decision I’ve ever made”

Year 10 Pupil

Broad and
challenging
curriculum

Our education is characterised by values 
of high expectations, rich opportunity and 
a commitment to expecting the best. 
Key to our success is the partnership
between home and school and the warm
and friendly school community in which
our boys are raised. There is a collective
pride in our boys’ achievements and in the
talents of each individual.

While our top priority will always be to inspire boys in their learning 
and develop academic potential fully, we celebrate all our pupils’
strengths, wherever they may lie: the diversity of our community is
something we cherish. Opportunities in Music, Drama, Sport and many
other areas abound and are given prominence because we believe that,
through involvement in a wide range of extra-curricular activities, the
individual develops fully.

We want our pupils to be happy and confident in themselves;
outstanding pastoral care supports our drive for academic success.
This results in our boys leaving BGS as accomplished, articulate,
generous and fulfilled individuals who will make a positive contribution
to society.

Mr Devin Cassidy – Headmaster 
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Girls’ Senior School 

Outstanding academic achievements, 
high aspirations, exceptional dramatic 
and musical performances, magnificent
sporting successes, team work and a 
‘can do’ approach are the hallmarks 
of the Girls’ Senior School.

The Girls’ Senior School is committed to providing a positive and inspiring
learning environment where each pupil is supported in all aspects of school life.
Our aim is to nurture our pupils with a skill set and a desire to learn that will help
them exceed their potential as they embark on their further education and careers.

Our girls excel in all areas and our phenomenal examination results are the
outcome of passionate teaching in a stimulating environment, coupled with an
unwavering work ethic from the pupils. Outstanding achievements do not just take
place in the classroom; we aim to develop the girls as individuals through our
exciting and varied breadth of extra-curricular activities. 

The sense of community at BGSG is undeniable. The pupils are on an educational
journey, but are also building important relationships that form the foundations of
our successful, warm community. Our girls understand that they are known as
individuals and that they truly belong in BGSG.

www.burygrammar.com
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“We could not be happier with the
education our daughter has received
at BGS Girls’ Senior School. She is
fully supported and encouraged to

fulfil her potential and there is
certainly never a dull moment for her

with all the extra-curricular
opportunities. I would recommend

BGS in a heartbeat.”

Year 11 parent

Aspirations are high

BGS Girls’ Senior School is a happy, successful environment 
where we seek to inspire pupils to work hard, aim high and achieve.
Our pupils are supported in a family atmosphere with strong
personalised pastoral care. Excellent pupil-teacher relationships,
positions of responsibility and leadership opportunities and a focus on
emotional intelligence and resilience, provide a balanced approach to
pastoral care which gives our pupils the confidence to be themselves. 

Pupils are challenged by their teachers to reach the highest
standards possible; they also, most importantly, are keen to challenge themselves. The ability 
to think critically, interest themselves in the world around them and show a determined effort 
to be positive in the face of challenges – while of course gaining much enjoyment from their
education – are qualities which will stand BGS girls in good stead in the future. Above all, my
colleagues and I know our pupils well. We are very experienced in supporting girls through the
teenage years and in encouraging them to be the very best versions of themselves possible. 

We are focused on nurturing the individual and on aiming for excellence. There is no reason at
all why the teenage years cannot be fulfilling, enjoyable and full of good learning!

Mrs Jo Anderson – Headmistress 
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Sixth Form

BGS Sixth Form offers
students an outstanding
academic education, a greater
sense of independence and
the best possible preparation
for university and later life. 

The Sixth Form provides excellent teaching and learning resources to help
students attain their potential, develop their skills and move forward with
confidence. Independent study is crucial and the two learning zones in the 
modern Sixth Form centre allow this to take place either individually or in groups.
Our Sixth Form is totally unique: teaching takes place in small coeducational
classes, enabling students to prepare for university, while all students are cared
for in single sex pastoral group. 

Every student has a personal academic tutor who monitors performance, agrees
targets and ensures best working practices are being followed. Academic results
at A Levels have been consistently outstanding with the vast majority of students
embarking upon their first choice course at some of the most prestigious
universities in the country. Fortnightly tutorials, personal support and guidance 
for UCAS applications and university entrance from the highly experienced Sixth
Form Team offer students the best possible opportunities to prosper at university
and beyond. www.burygrammar.com
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“Having been at BGS for 13 years, 
I can wholeheartedly say that I owe 

so many of my successes to Bury
Grammar School. The teaching and

support I received in Sixth Form were
second to none and the small class 

sizes meant that staff knew me as an
individual. Sixth Form is hard

work…but we had lots of fun along
the way too!”
Sixth Form Leaver

Exceptional University 
success

Whether you are new to us or are moving up
from Senior School we believe that your time in
Sixth Form should be a time of unparalleled
excitement! Our aim is for each of our sixth
form students to maximise their potential,
leaving Bury Grammar School as confident,
articulate, independent young adults fully
prepared for the challenges of Higher 
Education and beyond. 

The option to study A Levels alongside the Extended Project Qualification
forms a strong academic foundation whilst allowing for Independent
enquiry as the Sixth Form courses progress. This academic breadth is
supplemented by a staggering range of additional academic challenges,
trips and extracurricular opportunities, each of them allowing you to
broaden your outlook and build your confidence in a variety of settings.  
It is virtually impossible to list all such ventures, although participating in
Sport, Music, Drama, Volunteering, Mentoring, Young Enterprise, Duke of
Edinburgh, Charity, The Sir Rhys Davis Law Competition, Public Speaking
and House leadership to name a few, provide our sixth formers with 
an exceptional extra-curricular profile valued by universities and 
employers alike. 

It is no surprise that Bury Grammar School sixth formers leave us as
thoroughly well rounded, likeable, grounded, intellectually curious and
ambitious individuals who thrive in a range of academic settings. Our
students value the importance of aiming high, contributing to their
community and retaining a sense of fun, purpose and direction in
everything they do. The Sixth Form environment at Bury Grammar School 
is a remarkably diverse, stimulating and supportive one, which provides
experiences and memories that will last a lifetime. 

Mrs Vicky Leaver – Head of Sixth Form 
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Curriculum and 
Academic Standards

At Bury Grammar School we
are both hugely proud of our
traditions and happy to be a
modern school, continually
embracing new technologies
and innovative teaching
methods. 

BGS is the leading school in our region. Pupils continually reach outstanding
academic standards, achieve exceptional examination results at GCSE and 
A Level and gain places on courses at top-performing universities.

Most importantly to us, many pupils exceed individual expectations and go
beyond what would have been thought possible for them. We take a pride in
challenging our pupils to fulfil their academic potential and to achieve the best
grades of which they are capable. They are encouraged to be independent 
learners and to extend themselves. Our ethos is one of achievement for    all - 
an ethos shared by pupils and staff alike.

A thought-provoking and stimulating curriculum, delivered by passionate and
enthusiastic teachers, brings learning very much to life at BGS. It is the norm to
‘go beyond the syllabus’ and this approach enables our pupils to stand out when
applying for university and embarking upon their careers.www.burygrammar.com
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One of Bury Grammar Schools’ key strengths is our dedication to the
development of every individual child. Our pupils are taught in small classes
so that they receive the individual attention which is essential in ensuring
they make the best possible progress. 

Our highly qualified and dedicated staff have faith in the ability and potential
of those they teach, and the knowledge and skill to nurture them. They work
hard to create an environment which is academically exciting and fun to be
part of. They are caring and encouraging – nurturing in each pupil a sense
of self-worth, and those high aspirations and expectations which are vital to
success.

For those pupils who have specific learning needs and those who are
identified as having a particular gift or talent, there are programmes of
carefully coordinated support. We also strongly believe that every pupil
should have access to activities which allow them to shine.

Small classes and a highly 
qualified and dedicated 
teaching staff 
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Enrichment
While grades in public
examinations are hugely
important, we recognise
that a good education 
is about much more 
than academic results. 

20
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Sport
Sport is an essential part of life in the educational
journey at BGS. All pupils, regardless of ability, are
encouraged to participate in a wide range of sport in
their PE curriculum and will be taught by trained
specialists. We enjoy and compete very successfully
in a number of individual and team sports at local,
regional and national levels.

Our facilities include:

• 18-metre indoor swimming pool.
• A new suite of artificial playing surfaces, including

an exceptional 3G all-weather pitches for football, 
rugby, cricket, futsal and hockey.

• 50-metre sprint, high jump, long jump 
and triple jump
track, and two multi-use games areas.

• Full sized volleyball and basketball courts.
• Tennis and netball courts.

Music & Drama
Music and Drama are integral aspects of life at BGS
and both departments are outstanding. Pupils have
opportunities to participate in magnificent musical
performances in the school orchestra, bands,
ensembles and choir and productions are invariably
the highlight of the academic year. All pupils have the
opportunity to take instrumental lessons with our
specialised peripatetic
music teachers.

We want our pupils to develop broad interests, to be 
outward–looking and culturally aware. Academic studies are
complemented by a wide range of extra-curricular activities
that are an important feature of life at BGS- embracing Sport,
Music, Drama, Debates, Service to the Community and
Outdoor Pursuits. Pupils are encouraged to pursue their
interests and to explore and develop new ones.



Learning beyond 
the classroom
In addition to a rich extra-curricular programme, pupils
also partake in a wide range of activities to enhance
learning beyond the classroom. Some of these include
Physics trips to CERN in Switzerland, field trips for
Geography and Biology, Classics trips to Pompeii, an
annual trip to First World War battlefields Mathematics
Challenges, and language exchange programmes with
schools in Cologne and Dijon. BGS pupils also
participate in the Young Enterprise scheme and in
competitions such as the annual Sir Rhys Davies Mock 
Law Trial, which attracts teams from the leading
independent schools in the region.

Combined Cadet 
Force
The Bury Grammar School Combined Cadet Force
(CCF) was established in 1892 and is one of the oldest
CCFs in the country. It connects not only to the
amazing history of the school but also to the
community. Throughout the year the cadets receive a
wide range of training, with a focus on leadership and
developing emotional resilience around a military
ethos. Every year on Founders’ Day, all cadets march
behind the Corps of Drums who are resplendent in
their ceremonial blues.  

Teamwork and Leadership

Creativity 
Well-equipped facilities in our Schools allow all our
pupils to develop skills in print making, ceramics,
sculpture, painting, drawing, textiles, new media
and animation. There are frequent visits to galleries,
both locally and further afield. Pupils’ artwork is
proudly displayed throughout the school and we
host regular exhibitions which are opened to our
community. We also very much encourage our
pupils to be creative thinkers and problem solvers 
in every area of the curriculum. 
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BGS Reaching 
Far and Wide

BGS provide opportunities 
for pupils to challenge
themselves and to touch 
the lives of others beyond 
our schools.

Participation in the Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) Award Scheme up to Gold Level
and the World Challenge expeditions are important components of the broader
education that is offered at BGS. 

Pupils undertake various charitable community
projects. Through expeditions to developing
regions of the world pupils learn survival skills,
develop teamwork and leadership, gain
confidence, engage with other cultures and
become more globally aware. 

www.burygrammar.com
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Discover 
and explore
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Pastoral care at BGS

At Bury Grammar School, we
pride ourselves on excellent
pastoral care and our ability
to work together, as a family,
to nurture and care for every
individual. 

Our school is a happy one, and our system of pastoral care ensures that we
provide a safe, tolerant and nurturing environment which allows students to reach
their potential in every area of life.

We believe that excellent pastoral care is integral to fulfilling the aims of BGS and it
lies at the heart of our ethos. We support pupils as they grow into well-rounded,
confident and hardworking individuals, encourage them to demonstrate tolerance,
resilience and a zest for life, and reinforce these messages on a daily basis in
lessons and form periods, through our PSHE and teacher-pupil relationship. 
We also place great emphasis on promoting and safeguarding the health, welfare
and safety of children in our care.

We have a highly dedicated and skilled School Health Team on site with the School
Nurse and two Health Support Workers. Together, they work with pupils, parents
and staff to ensure that the medical and health needs of pupils are met. They are
also integral to the schools' commitment to safeguarding and student wellbeing.
At BGS, we also offer the services of a qualified counsellor who is on site on a
weekly basis. Above all we are committed to fostering a happy learning
environment where pupils can thrive.www.burygrammar.com

“Pupils’ confidence and
resilience is strengthened
as the result of the high

priority given to pastoral
care in the school. Staff

know the pupils well and
treat them as individuals.”
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The ISI Inspection report 



Wrap around
care at BGS 
To support working parents and busy families, we offer wrap
around care with our Breakfast Club and After School Club.
Wrap around care is flexible to book and childcare vouchers
can be used for payment. 

Breakfast Club 
from 7.30am
For pupils in Pre-School and Infant School we offer a fully
supervised Breakfast Club from 7.30am in the morning,
where children may have their breakfast with their friends
before the school day begins.

“Our emphasis is on having 
a positive approach to life and enjoying

childhood and adolescence - and we
have teachers who know exactly how 

to support this ethos!” 

Mrs J Anderson

After School Club 
until 6pm
For pupils in Pre-School, Infant and Junior Schools there is
an After School Club which runs from the end of the school
day until 6pm.

Senior School pupils can stay in the Learning Resource
Centre until 5.30pm where they are supervised by a member
of staff and friendly sixth formers. There is no charge for this.

Holiday Club
Holiday Clubs are available throughout the school holidays.
We provide an environment where children are able to
develop their social skills within a safe and supportive
environment.

There are plenty of opportunities to have fun and develop
skills within our wide range of inspiring clubs and activities.
These are led by fully trained educational and sports
professionals. Flexible booking options and the use of
childcare vouchers are available. For more information email
holidayclub@burygrammar.com
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Alumni 
One of the primary aims of the Development Office is to
improve communications with former pupils, friends and
local businesses. We are in contact with over 7000 former
pupils and help to organise a number of local, national and
international events throughout the year. 

www.burygrammar.com
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We are immensely proud of our former students;
many of whom remain part of our Old Girls’ and
Old Boys’ Associations. They not only act as role
models for our current students but have forged
strong relationships with the School which continue
throughout their lives.

Philip Collins
Philip Collins is a columnist with 
The Times and was speechwriter for 
former Prime Minister Tony Blair.

Our alumni are leading lights in 
a wide range of areas including
Medicine, Law, Acting, Music,
Sport and Research: we teach 
our students that there is no limit
to their dreams and ambitions!

Successful future
beyond BGS

Successful 
careers - 
BGS Alumni 



David Conn 
David Conn is another Old Boy from BGSB 
who is a successful sports writer for The Guardian
newspaper. He also is an investigative journalist and 
was credited for his work on the Hillsborough enquiry.

Kate Cross 
Cricketer Kate Cross was
selected for Lancashire while
still at Bury Grammar School.
In January 2014, Kate joined
the England Women’s Cricket
team in time for the Ashes
Tour of Australia. England went 
on to win the series and retain
the ashes. 

Kate O’Flynn 
After graduating from the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art
(RADA), Kate began her exciting and dramatic career starring
in Mike Leigh’s Oscar nominated film Happy Go Lucky. She
has also played a key role in the recent Bridget Jones’ Baby.
Kate says, “I have very
happy memories of BGS.
It was such a stimulating
environment; we were
always encouraged to
push through any glass
ceilings, fulfil our
potential and follow our
passions. I had
inspirational teachers and
made lifelong friends.” 

Nicola Shindler 
Nicola Shindler is a television producer and founder of the
independent television drama production company RED
Productions. She is one of the most influential people in TV drama
in the UK. RED has produced dramas for BBC One, BBC Two, and
ITV including Clocking Off (2000–03) and Flesh and Blood (2002.
Red Productions has received awards from BAFTA and the Royal
Television Society most recently for the series ‘Happy Valley’.

Victoria Derbyshire
Victoria Derbyshire is a BAFTA award
winning journalist and broadcaster with
a regular Current Affairs programme on
the BBC. On winning her recent BAFTA
at the same time as Nicola Shindler,
Victoria commented, “I am absolutely
honoured and privileged to be awarded
a BAFTA. Nicola Schindler, another BGS
old girl won a BAFTA too and that must
say something pretty special about the
school we went to!”.
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BGS History

Bury Grammar Schools has 
a proud and distinguished history
which dates back to the 1570s.

On our School website you can view a detailed BGS Timeline which
illustrates the key points of interest and developments that have
occurred over the centuries, to create a fine school with a strong
tradition of educational excellence, in the heart of Lancashire. 

New Schools for 
Boys and Girls
In 1902, work began on 
the new School buildings 
on the current site on 
Bridge Road. Lord Derby
officially opened the new 
Boys’ School on 17 
December 1903 and the new Girls’ School was opened 
by his son Hon. Arthur Stanley MP on 17 January 1906. 
A central hall, the Roger Kay Hall was planned to
symbolically link the two schools and its cornerstone was
laid on 26th June 1906.  Lady Alice Stanley officially opened
the Roger Kay Hall with a golden key on 7 March 1907. 

1570 1640

1902 1924

Founded in Elizabethan Times
Bury Grammar School was founded in the
centre of Bury in the 1570s during the reign of
Queen Elizabeth I. It was originally open only to
boys from poorer families. You can see the
1625 date stone from the original School on
The Wylde, known as ‘The Devil’s Stone’ which
is now positioned under the Girls' School Clock.  

BGS and Harvard University
BGS has deep-rooted links with Harvard
University in the USA as the former Master of
Bury Grammar School, Henry Dunster, sailed to
America in 1640. He was born in Tottington and
educated at Bury Grammar School and
Magdalene College, Cambridge and was
appointed the first President of Harvard College
at the age of 30. As well as the first and
youngest, he is regarded as one of the greatest
Presidents in the history of Harvard University. 

The War Years - BGS Honour 
their ‘Fallen Swans’
During the Great War from 1914-18, over 600
old boys of Bury Grammar School are known
to have served with the forces. Over 97 
ex pupils died in this war.  They included all
members of the 1911/12 1st XI football team,
one of the most successful in the history of the
School. During WW2 BGSB lost over 34 
ex pupils of whom 21 were awarded
decorations. On Founders’ Day BGS 
remember and honour their ‘Fallen Swans’.

1914

The Roger Kay Crest appears in the
stained glass windows of the Hall, as do
the Knights of Bury Grammar School
and the Hall retains fond memories for
both old boys and girls.

1892
Developing the Schools
In February 1924 a Bazaar was held over
four days in the School's Athenaeum to 
raise £4000 to purchase the Buckley Wells
playing fields, an expansive 20 acre site on 
the School campus that is still used for 
most of our football and rugby fixtures today. 
In 1959, an appeal began to raise the funds 
to build a new Boys’ Senior School on the 
opposite side of Bridge Road costing 
£250,000. Plans were drawn and in 
September 1966, Lord James of Rusholme 
opened the new Boys’ School using 
a symbolic vintage key.

The Combined Cadet Force
The BGS Cadet Force was founded in 1892
and this became the current Combined Cadet
Force, which today has over 240 members -
both boys and girls - and is one of the oldest
CCFs in the country. It retains strong links 

with the Royal Regiment 
of Fusiliers. TheCombined
Cadet Force, with its 
Corps of Drums in their 
Blues, traditionally leads 
the procession on 
Founders' Day from the 
School to the Parish 
Church.



The birth of Bury Grammar 
School Girls
Bury High School for 
Girls opened on 
Bolton St in Bury in 
January 1884 with 
23 pupils. 
The Headmistress was 
Miss JP Kitchener, 
a first cousin of Lord 
Kitchener who wrote 
letters to the School from 
HMS Ajax. In 1892 Sarah 
Alcock became the first 
BGS girl to attend 
University in Manchester. 
In 1900, the School was re-named as the Bury
Grammar School for Girls..

Anniversary of 
the re-founding 
of the School. 
In 1976 the School celebrated 
the 250th Anniversary of its 
re-founding by Roger Kay. 
A commemorative ceremony
was held in the Boys' School
entrance foyer, with special
guest the Duke of Edinburgh.

1726 1790 1823 1884

1993+
• In 2014 BGS opened its fabulous new joint Sixth 

Form Centre where our older pupils have designated 
work and social areas, where they benefit from the 
exceptional pastoral and academic guidance which 
helps them make the transition from School 
students to young adults. 

     Our Founder – 
Revd. Roger Kay
The School was 
re-founded on 6th May 
1726 by a former pupil, 
the Reverend Roger 
Kay. Symbolically this 
date was the Founders’ 
Day of his old 
Cambridge College, 
St John's. We still 
hold our Annual 
Founders’ Day 
celebrations on this date. 
Reverend Roger Kay’s wooden chest, 
containing his artefacts and letters from 
his time at BGS, remains in the School Hall. 

Sir Robert Peel 
and BGS
Sir Robert Peel, the 
Prime Minister from 
1834-1835 and from 
1841-1846 and founder 
of the modern-day police force 
(the 'Peelers') attended BGS in the 

late 1790s. 
His memorial, 
Peel Tower, can 
be viewed above 
the School on 
Holcombe Moor.

BGS School Crest
The Swan on the historic 
School Crest dates from 
1823 when the Reverend 
Henry Crewe Boutflower 
became the 23rd
Headmaster of Bury 
Grammar School. It was he who devised the 
School Crest of a swan with a key in its mouth and
the motto Sanctas Clavis Fores Aperit ('The Key that
Opens Sacred Doors'). Legend has it that a swan,
wounded by a hunter's arrow, scrambled from the
Irwell, with a key clasped firmly in its beak. This was
taken as an omen that the School was to be built
nearby and it would bring blessings of learning 
and knowledge to the town, the keys to wisdom 
and understanding.

Recent Building Programme 
From 1993 to the present day, BGS has seen the
completion of a number of significant building projects
all designed to improve the learning facilities and day to
day lives of our pupils.

• In 1993 the Old Magistrates 
Court House was refurbished, 
on Tenterden Street, to house 
our Boys’ Junior School. 
The building still retains the 
original cells in the lower 
floors: these are now used 
as music practice rooms 
(the old cell doors have 
been removed!)

• In 1997 the new Girls’ Junior School was 
opened next to the Girls’ Senior School. A rich history of excellence since 1570

• In 2008 the new 
Pre–School and Infant School was opened by 
descendants of Lord Derby. Built around an 
octagonal central Hall, the two-story space is light 
and spacious and provides first-rate facilities for the 
new younger children.

• In 2010 the new Fine 
Arts Centre ws built 
in the Girls’ School, 
incorporating a 
stunning new 
architectural vision 
whilst retaining the 
elegant Edwardian 
façade of the old School.

1976
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How to 
get to BGS

Our School is based in 
a 45-acre campus in the 
heart of the Lancashire 
countryside in the centre 
of Bury and is easily accessible 
from Bolton, Rochdale, Oldham 
and North Manchester.

Our schools are very easy to reach with the M66, M60
and M62 just minutes away. It is a five-minute walk
from the Bury Interchange and our Schools run
dedicated coach services from a wide range of locations
across the region. The Metro link enables us to easily
take advantage of the wide range of educational and
cultural opportunities available in Manchester and the
North West - not least the city’s universities.

The school runs dedicated coach services from a wide range of locations across 
the region. We offer a safe, convenient and direct journey to and from our campus.
The School coach services give parents and carers peace of mind that their child 
will arrive at School safely. 

BGS Coach Services 

Safe and Secure Travel
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Our estate at a glance
As a strong and successful school spread over a 45-acre
campus, BGS provide the ultimate 21st  century facilities from
the very start of the educational journey. The estate allows the
School to offer extensive sporting and extra- curricular 
activities to all our pupils and provides an 
ideal learning environment for all 
academic subjects.

1. Bury Grammar Boys School
2. Bury Grammar Boys Junior School
3. Boys Sports and CDT Departments
4. Multi Use Games Area (MUGA)
5. 3G Pitch
6. Sprint and Jump Track
7. Cricket Nets
8. Boys’ Cricket and Athletics Field
9. Farraday House

10. BGS Swimming Pool
11. CCF Facilities and Workshop
12. Access to Buckley Wells Playing Fields
13. Bury Grammar Girls Senior School
14. BGS Sixth Form Centre
15. Bury Grammar Girls Junior School
16. BGS Co-educational Infants School
17. BGS Nursery
18. Tennis and Netball Courts
19. Girls’ Hockey and Athletics Field
20. Pond and Wildlife Learning Area
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Grammar Schools Bridge Road
Bury
BL9 0HH
Tel: 0161 696 8600
Email: admissions@burygrammar.com

www.burygrammar.com

The following information is 
regularly updated and can be 
found on the school website

• Our Governors
• Inspection Reports
• Safeguarding Policy
• Academic Ethos
• Admissions
• Fees and Bursaries
• School Calendar


