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exist for them, and help them 
to explore their interests and 
passions. We challenge them 
to try new things, go beyond 
their comfort zone, and find 
out what they can achieve. We 
help them to discover what 
they love and what they are 
good at, expertly supported 
by our excellent, committed 
staff team, to be ready for 
the challenges of life beyond 
school, when it is time to 
move on to university.

I hope that you will be tempted 
to find out more about our 
wonderful school, to visit and 
to meet us in person.

Louise Simpson, Head

Welcome to Exeter School
We are a school that prides 
itself on providing a wide 
range of activities and 
opportunities for every boy 
and girl, and which seeks to 
deliver excellence for all, in a 
wide range of subject areas 
and interests.

There is no typical Exeter 
School boy or girl. We 
celebrate the fact that our 
children’s characters, talents, 
and interests span a wide 
range. Perhaps your daughter 
is committed to her future in 
medicine, or as an engineer, 
or your son is a budding 
musician or linguist? More 
likely, your child has no idea 
yet where their path in life 
might take them. Our job 
is to open their eyes to the 
myriad opportunities that 
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•  to develop the academic, 
personal and physical 
potential of each pupil in  
the school

•  to uphold the high standards 
of academic teaching and 
pastoral care within  
the school

•  to sustain the richness and 
variety of the school’s  
extra-curricular provision

•  to promote high standards 
for the conduct of pupils 
within a friendly, tolerant 
and safe environment

•  to encourage pupils to 
contribute to the wider 
community

School life is about enjoyment 
and involvement: we want 
our pupils to be academically 
ambitious and fulfilled, with 
each child performing to the 
best of his or her ability. We 
offer plenty of opportunities 
for children to acquire 
knowledge and enhance self-
esteem, and to develop skills 
and proficiency outside the 
classroom.

Whenever pupils begin their 
journey with us, we hope 
that their time at Exeter 
School will enable them to 
become accomplished and 
self-motivated, so that they 
can take on the challenges of 
adult life with confidence.
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Walk through the junior school 
and absorb the atmosphere of 
purposeful calm.

Watch as children make their way cheerfully to 
lessons. Listen to the gentle hubbub as friends 
quietly chat between classes.

For every junior school pupil the daily 
experience is one of active engagement within 
a happy, caring environment. We take pride 
in our teaching, outstanding facilities and 
progression through the junior years to the 
sixth form.

On a day-to-day level, children experience 
an academic programme which incorporates 
the national curriculum model and, most 
importantly, reaches beyond it. 

Senior school staff also enjoy teaching our 
pupils and building relationships to ensure a 
smooth transition when the time comes.

Junior School



A broad, academically 
challenging education awaits 
pupils between the ages of 11  
and 18.

The school’s curriculum offers a wide range of 
subjects and aims to respond periodically to 
changes in focus suggested by national trends 
and the expertise of staff.

In Years 7 to 9 we lay the foundations of GCSE 
study and provide our pupils with a wide range 
of learning opportunities which inform their 
later choices. Many clubs and societies offer 
further opportunities to pursue academic and 
other interests.

In Years 10 and 11 pupils begin to specialise. 
They follow core subjects including English, 
mathematics, a modern language and science 
and select further subjects from the GCSE 
options available. Most pupils will follow 9 or 10 
subjects to GCSE.

Senior School



For many, joining the sixth form 
is a smooth transition within the 
senior school, whilst for others it 
is a new beginning.

Year 12 and 13 pupils enjoy greater freedom 
and more independence; in turn they are 
expected to set high standards both in work 
and in areas of responsibility. They play their 
part in the pastoral life of the school and 
provide a lead, by example, for the younger 
pupils.

In Years 12 and 13, pupils are offered a wide 
range of subjects from which to plan their 
academic programme. A high standard of 
teaching and learning is our priority, along with 
offering a superb range of extra-curricular 
activities. 

A Level classes allow for a free exchange of 
ideas through a variety of teaching methods 
and resources. Sixth formers prepare for 
university life by learning how to study and 
how to use their own time effectively, with the 
majority obtaining a place at their first choice 
university. 

Our pupils enjoy the use of a dedicated 
sixth form centre, which includes space for 
refreshments, relaxation and quiet study.

Sixth Form



The happiness and wellbeing of all pupils 
are at the heart of everything we do. We 
know everyone as an individual and to 
provide a secure and caring environment, 
so that every pupil can enjoy his or her 
learning. We expect good manners, 
respect and fair play to be shown by all. 

Exeter School promotes social, spiritual 
and moral wellbeing through its pastoral 
care system, led by the house staff, form 
tutors and subject teachers. 

All new junior school pupils are offered a 
‘buddy’, usually someone in an older age 
group who is happy to offer advice and 
guidance. Older pupils play a central role 
in helping new arrivals to settle in.

FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT
The house system enables continuity of 
care and helps pupils to make friends and 
to get involved in school life. Heads of 
house oversee each child’s development 
and close communication with parents is 
important. Our parents’ evenings provide 
a forum for discussing children’s progress 
and reports are produced termly. 

Pupils showing qualities such as 
responsibility, maturity and initiative 
may be selected to become school 
prefects. These roles involve the pupils in 
supporting staff with the smooth running 
of the school.

Welfare and wellbeing
Promoting high standards for the conduct of 
pupils within a friendly, tolerant and safe working 
environment.





We believe that the curriculum, in the 
widest sense, includes far more than the 
timetabled taught lessons in examination 
subjects. The school prides itself upon a 7 
to 18 approach to the curriculum and to 
teaching and learning.

All pupils are expected to work hard 
to achieve their full potential leading to 
academic success at GCSE and A Level. 
Wider aims of the curriculum are the 
development of independent learning 
skills and a love of learning that will 
continue into adult life.

RISING TO THE CHALLENGE 
The school’s academic and pastoral teams 
operate side by side to monitor and 
develop pupil potential. 

Throughout the school there is a focus 
upon broad academic enrichment through 
the Comets, Catalyst and Crossing 
Clubs. These provide pupils with the 
opportunity to extend and stretch their 
experience, understanding, knowledge 
and imagination.

High Academic  
Standards
Upholding the high standard of academic teaching 
and pastoral care within the school.





We place a strong emphasis on the 
values of teamwork and communication, 
encouraging loyalty and commitment. 
Pupils have the opportunity to represent 
their house or school team and to win 
selection at local, regional or national level. 
Many of our teams have a reputation 
for success in county competitions. 
Participation in recreational sport 
is experienced by all our pupils for 
enjoyment and fitness.

REALISING POTENTIAL
Sport is an integral feature of our 
education. 

Each pupil is encouraged to engage in 
physical pursuits for enjoyment and 
recreation, and to promote good health 
whilst acquiring new skills, competitive 
focus and leadership experience. 

We provide many sporting opportunities 
through the extensive facilities of our 
twenty-five acre site. Facilities include a 
sports hall, dance studio, fitness suite and 
squash courts, floodlit astro turf area, 
all weather netball and tennis courts, 
climbing wall, shooting range, first-class 
grass pitches and a four-lane 25m indoor 
swimming pool.

Teamwork and  
Sporting Values
Developing each child’s potential.





From the age of seven, pupils are 
welcomed into a wide range of clubs and 
activities. Outdoor pursuits add another 
dimension to a child’s experience and we 
encourage all pupils to take part in our 
residential visits, activity days and school 
outings. 

Exhibitions are held regularly in the art 
department gallery.

All pupils are actively encouraged to 
develop their creativity and imagination 
through the performing and creative 
arts. Theatrical productions are staged 
in the well-equipped drama studio or 
large school hall and pupils of all ages can 
develop their interests in the theatre, both 
on the stage and behind the scenes.

RICHNESS AND VARIETY
Our Music School has an outstanding 
reputation and offers specialist 
classrooms, practice rooms and a 
concert hall. A rich annual programme of 
contemporary and classical concerts, at 
school and throughout the region, enables 
pupils of all ages to experience the thrill 
of live performance of both established 
works and their own compositions. We 
enjoy regular performances at Exeter 
Cathedral and a number of local churches.

Beyond the Classroom
Sustaining the richness and variety of the school’s  
extra-curricular provision.





In the senior school, time is allocated each 
week for pupils to pursue an aspect of 
our community service programme, by 
taking part in activities such as the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Scheme. These 
activities encourage the development 
of interpersonal and leadership skills 
as well as fostering a sense of personal 
responsibility.

Older pupils contribute positively in the 
local community, visiting elderly people 
living on their own and assisting local 
charities and schools. 

In both the junior and senior schools, a 
large emphasis is placed on raising money 
for worthwhile causes. Three charities are 
selected each year and funds are raised 
through mufti days, cakes sales and other 
events. The focus is not only on raising 
funds but learning about the causes we 
are supporting.

LEADING THE WAY
A variety of challenging experiences 
exist for pupils to gain additional skills, 
confidence and leadership. 

Our Combined Cadet Force unit and 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
provide the framework for adventurous 
training and overnight camps. The Ten 
Tors Challenge on Dartmoor attracts 
many pupils, who follow a progressively 
demanding programme of navigation, 
fitness and survival training. Travel abroad 
on school-organised trips for sporting, 
academic or cultural development 
is a feature of our extra-curricular 
programme. 

Recent voyages include a sports tour 
to Argentina, a biology trip to Cuba and 
music tour to Italy.

Contributing to the 
Wider Community
Encouraging pupils to contribute to the wider community.





We offer a number of high quality and 
wide ranging opportunities for sixth 
formers which focus on preparing them 
for life beyond the sixth form. The 
Futures Programme is designed to help 
ensure pupils have all the necessary skills 
and understanding to succeed in life after 
the sixth form.

As part of the school’s in-house Futures 
Programme, we offer a series of optional 
lectures, workshops and other activities 
focused around further developing three 
key strands – university, careers and 
employability. Subject tutors, Heads of 
house, the Careers and Higher Education 
Adviser and the Head all contribute to the 
university application process.

MOVING ON
The majority of our pupils gain a place 
at their first choice university with many 
going to Oxford, Cambridge and other 
Russell Group universities. The variety of 
experiences in and out of the classroom 
creates lasting friendships and prepares 
them for life beyond Exeter School.

Many of our former pupils enjoy successful 
careers in the major professions.

A network of alumni regularly return to 
Exeter School to give inspirational talks 
and workshops about their careers.

The Next Stage
Pupils are prepared for entry to higher education. 
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