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Hurworth School Safeguarding Policy   
   

Accepted by: Board of Directors May 2019   

Leadership Team Lead Reviewers: Assistant Head Teacher and Designated  

Lead Officer for Safeguarding   

Review Cycle: 1 Year    

Last reviewed: September 2020 (following updated DfE guidance)   

Date for next review: September 2021   

   

Key Contact Personnel in School   

Lead Officer for Safeguarding – Melanie Pitchford   

Deputy Lead Officer for Safeguarding – Ben Sutherland, Maria Hall and Linda Reed.  

Named Safeguarding Director – Derek Bell 

   

Local Governing Body member with responsibility for Safeguarding and   

Welfare – Jane Hodgson   

   

School Policies on Related Safeguarding Issues    

(To be read and followed alongside this document)  

  

                     -    Safeguarding Policy COVID-19 Annex 1 March 2020 

- Physical Intervention policy   

- Discipline policy   

- Anti bullying policy   

- Assessment Recording and Recording Policy   

- Code of Conduct (Staff)    

- Confidentiality Policy   

- Drugs education and incident management policy   

- Single Equality Scheme (and policies)    

- British Values and Collective Worship Statement    

- Health and Safety policy   

- Medication in school policy   

- Off Site visits policy   

- Physical activity policy   

- Physical Intervention Policy    

- Safety in the sun policy   

- Sex and relationships policy   

- Transport policy   

- Acceptable User Policy and E Safety policy   

- Self-Injury and Related Issues policy   

- Bereavement Policy   

- Young Carers Policy    

- Looked After Children Policy    
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These documents can be accessed and downloaded via the school website 

www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies    

   

At Hurworth School we adhere to Darlington Safeguarding procedures. These can be 

viewed at   www.darlington-safeguarding-partnership.co.uk 

   

 

Introduction   

   

This policy has been developed in accordance with the principles established by the   

Children Acts 1989 and 2004 and related guidance. This includes the DfES guidance 

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2019 (amended in 2020), What to do if you are 

worried a child is being abused (non-statutory) (2015) and Working Together to 

Safeguard Children 2018. The school will also refer to local procedures and practices 

outlined at -   

   

www.darlington-safeguarding-partnership.co.uk 

   

www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children-2   

   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach  

metadata/file/828312/Keeping_children_safe_in_education.pdf   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-worried-a-child-is-being-

abused--2 

   

We recognise that all adults, including temporary staff, volunteers and governors, have 

a full and active part to play in protecting our students from harm, and that our student’s 

welfare, mental health and well-being are our paramount concern, especially during 

the COVID pandemic.  We recognise that many of our staff, students and 

parents/carers will have developed mental health issues over the lockdown and as a 

school we are actively developing strategies and resources to provide support to 

anyone who requires this.  

   

“Schools and colleges and their staff are an important part of the wider safeguarding 

system for children.”    

   

“Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility.  

Everyone who comes into contact with children and their families has a role to play.  In 

order to fulfil this responsibility effectively, all practitioners should make sure their 

approach is child-centred.  This means that they should consider, at all times, what is 

in the best interests of the child”.   

   

“Everyone who works with children has a responsibility for keeping them safe. No single 

practitioner can have a full picture of a child’s needs and circumstances and, if children and 
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families are to receive the right help at the right time, everyone who comes into contact with 

them has a role to play in identifying concerns, sharing information and taking prompt action.” 

 

 

 

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined as –   

  

• protecting children from maltreatment   

• preventing impairment of children’s mental and physical health or development   

• ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe 

and effective care; and   

• taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes   

     

(Working Together to Safeguard Children - 2019 amended September 2020)   

   

What School Staff Look Out For  

 

Any child may benefit from Early Help, but all school staff should be particularly alert 

to the potential need for Early Help for a child who:   

   

• is disabled and has specific needs;   

• has special educational needs (whether or not they have a statutory Education, 

Health and Care Plan);   

• is a young carer   

• is showing signs of being drawn in to anti-social or criminal behaviour, including gang 

involvement and association with organised crime groups 

• is frequently missing/goes missing from care or from home;   

• is at risk of modern slavery, trafficking or exploitation;   

• is at risk of being radicalised or exploited   

• is in a family circumstance presenting challenges for the child, such as drug and 

alcohol misuse, adult mental health issues and domestic abuse   

• is misusing drugs or alcohol themselves   

• has returned home to their family from care   

• is a privately fostered child 

    

This policy should thus be understood alongside school policies on related 

safeguarding issues as listed in this document. Related policies can be found via the 

school website www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies    

   

All relevant policies will be reviewed in accordance to their review cycle by the Board 

of Directors, lead member of staff and/or other stakeholders as deemed necessary. 

The Designated Lead Officer for safeguarding will report on safeguarding activity and 

systems in school to the Board of Directors when requested. The Board of Directors 

will not receive details of individual pupil situations or identifying features of families as 

part of their oversight responsibility.   

http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policie
http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policie
http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies
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Our school is a community and all those directly connected (staff, directors, parents, 

families and pupils) have an essential role to play in making it safe and secure. We 

welcome suggestions and comments contributing to this process.    

   

Multi-agency working – Hurworth School has an important role to play in multiagency 

safeguarding arrangements. The school follows the statutory guidance which is set out 

in ‘Working together to safeguard children’ July 2019, amended September 2020.   

   

New safeguarding partners and child death review partner arrangements are in place. 

Locally, the three safeguarding partners (the local authority; a clinical commissioning 

group for an area within the local authority; and the chief Police officer in the local 

authority) will make arrangements to work together with appropriate relevant agencies 

to safeguard and promote the welfare of local children, including identifying and 

responding to their needs.   

   

Governing bodies, proprietors, management committees and their senior leadership 

teams, especially their designated safeguarding leads, should make themselves 

aware of and follow their new local arrangements   

   

Schools and colleges should work with social care, the police, health services and 

other services to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm.  This 

includes providing a coordinated offer of early help when additional needs of children 

are identified, and contributing to inter-agency plans to provide additional support to 

children subject to child protection plans.  All schools and colleges should allow access 

for children’s social care from the host local authority and, where appropriate, from a 

placing local authority, for that authority to conduct, or to consider whether to conduct, 

a section 17 or a section 47 assessment.   

   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach  

ment_data/file/729914/Working_Together_to_Safeguard_Children-2018.pdf   

   

Information sharing – Hurworth School fully understands information sharing is vital in 

identifying and tackling all forms of abuse and neglect.  As part of meeting a child’s 

needs, it is important for governing bodies and proprietors to recognise the importance 

of information sharing between practitioners and local agencies.  This should include 

ensuring arrangements are in place that set out clearly the process and principles for 

sharing information within the school or college and with the three safeguarding 

partners, other organisations, agencies and practitioners as required.  School and 

college staff should be proactive in sharing information as early as possible to help 

identify, assess and respond to risks or concerns about the safety and welfare of 

children, whether this is when problems are first emerging, or where a child is already 

known to the local authority children’s social care.   

   

It is important the governing bodies and proprietors are aware that among other 

obligations, the Data Protection Act 2018 and the GDPR place duties on organisations 
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and individuals to process personal information fairly and lawfully and to keep the 

information they hold safe and secure.   

    

Fears about sharing information cannot be allowed to stand in the way of the need to 

promote the welfare and protect the safety of children.  Information sharing is vital in 

identifying and tackling all forms of abuse.  Hurworth School understands that The 

Data Protection Act 2018 and GDPR will not prevent, or limit the sharing of information 

for the purposes of keeping children safe.  Fears about sharing information will not be 

allowed to stand in the way of the need to promote the welfare and protect the safety 

of children.   

   

Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure relevant staff have due regard to the 

data protection principles, which allow them to share personal information, as provided 

for in the Data Protection Act 2018, and the GDPR. Relevant staff should be confident 

of the processing conditions under the Data Protection Act 2018 and the GDPR which 

allow them to store and share information for safeguarding purposes, including 

information which is sensitive and personal, and should be treated as ‘special category 

personal data’.    

   

Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure that staff who need to share   

‘special category personal data’ are aware that the Data Protection Act 2018 contains 

‘safeguarding of children and individuals at risk’ as a processing condition that allows 

practitioners to share information. This includes allowing practitioners to share 

information without consent, if it is not possible to gain consent, it cannot be reasonably 

expected that a practitioner gains consent, or if to gain consent would place a child at 

risk.     

   

Hurworth School follows the 7 golden rules for sharing information from the document 

link below –    

   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach  

ment_data/file/721581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_servi 

ces.pdf   

   

Specific safeguarding issues Keeping Children Safe in education: information for all 

school and college staff (2016/2018/2019)    

   

Hurworth School ensures all staff undergoes safeguarding and child protection 

training.  Training is regularly updated and the school follows the training in line from 

the advice offered from the local three safeguarding partners.   

   

Staff receive regular safeguarding and child protection updates to provide them with 

relevant skills and knowledge to safeguard children effectively.   

   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_services.pdf
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All staff should have an awareness of safeguarding issues - some of which are listed 

below. Staff should be aware that behaviours linked to the likes of drug taking, alcohol 

abuse, truanting and sexting put children in danger.    

   

All staff should be aware of systems within the school which support safeguarding and 

these should be explained to them as part of staff induction.  This should include the;   

   

• child protection policy   

• behaviour policy (sometimes called the code of conduct)   

• safeguarding response to children who go missing from education   

• role of the Designated Safeguarding Lead (including the identity of any deputies)   

   

Copies of policies and a copy of Part One of KCSIE 2019 should be provided to staff 

at induction.   

   

All staff should be aware safeguarding issues can manifest themselves via peer on 

peer abuse. This is most likely to include, but is not limited to: bullying (including cyber 

bullying), gender based violence/sexual assaults and sexting. Staff should be clear as 

to the school’s policy and procedures with regards to peer on peer abuse.    

   

Expert and professional organisations are best placed to provide up-to-date guidance 

and practical support on specific safeguarding issues. For example, information for 

schools and colleges can be found on the TES, Young Minds and the NSPCC 

websites.   School and college staff can access government guidance as required on 

the issues listed below via GOV.UK and other government websites:    

   

• bullying including cyberbullying    

• children missing education    

• child missing from home or care    

• children with family member in prison   

• child sexual exploitation (CSE)    

• child criminal exploitation (CCE) : county lines   

• COVID-19 

• domestic abuse    

• drugs    

• fabricated or induced illness    

• faith abuse    

• female genital mutilation (FGM)    

• forced marriage   

• gangs and youth violence    

• gender-based violence/violence against women and girls (VAWG)  

• hate crime  

• homelessness    

• home based violence   

• mental health (please also see schools Discipline - Personal Development, 

behaviour and welfare Policy)    
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• missing children and adults strategy   

• private fostering    

• preventing radicalisation    

• relationship abuse   

• Sexual harassment and sexual violence   

• sexting (please also see schools E-safety policy)    

• Upskirting   

• trafficking   

Further information on Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)/Children and the Court 

System/Children with Family Member in Prison/County Lines/Domestic 

Abuse/Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)/Forced Marriage/Honour Based 

Violence/Homelessness/Peer on Peer Abuse/Sexual Violence & Sexual 

Harassment – are new additions to KCSIE 2018 document - Sexual Harrassment 

& Sexual Violence and Upskirting are new additions to KCSIE   

2019 document   https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-

safe-ineducation--2   

Hurworth School is a CSE School Champion and works in partnership with the three local 

safeguarding partners.   

The latest DfE guidance regarding Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and Child Criminal 

Exploitation (CCE) can be found using this link:    

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-sexualexploitationdefinition-and-

guide-for-practitioners    

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-ineducation--2   

   

This also includes compliance with peer on peer abuse (see separate section) and in 

terms of sexual violence and sexual harassment between children.   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/ 

attachment_data/file/719902/Sexual_violence_and_sexual_harassment_betwee 

n_children_in_schools_and_colleges.pdf   

   

Reports of sexual violence and sexual harassment are likely to be complex and require 

difficult professional decisions to be made, often quickly and under pressure.  

Preplanning, effective training and effective policies provide school and colleges with 

the foundation for a calm, considered and appropriate response to any reports.   

   

Any decisions made at Hurworth School regarding sexual violence and sexual 

harassment will be made on a case-by-case basis.  The Designated Safeguarding 

Lead or the Deputy Safeguarding Lead will take a leading role and use their 

professional judgement, supported by other agencies, such as children’s social care 

(CIAT) and the police as required.   
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Sexual violence and sexual harassment can occur between two children of any age 

and sex. It can also occur through a group of children sexually assaulting or sexually 

harassing a single child or group of children.   

   

Children who are victims of sexual violence and sexual harassment will probably find 

the experience stressful and distressing. This will, in all likelihood, adversely affect 

their educational attainment.  Sexual violence and sexual harassment exist on a 

continuum and may overlap, they can occur online and offline (both physically and 

verbally) and are never acceptable. It is important that all victims are taken seriously 

and offered appropriate support. Staff need to be aware that groups such as girls, 

children with SEND & LGBT are children with a greater risk of facing sexual violence 

and harassment.   

   

When referring to sexual offences reference is made to the Sexual Offences Act 2003 

(please see pages 49/50 for further sexual offences definitions).     

As a school we need to be aware of sexual violence and the fact children can, and 

sometimes do, abuse their peers in this way.    

   

Staff at Hurworth School are informed and made aware that: 

 sexual violence and sexual harassment is not acceptable, will never be 

tolerated and is not an inevitable part of growing up   

 sexual violence or sexual harassment cannot be dismissed as ‘banter’, ‘part of 

growing up’, ‘just having a laugh’ or ‘boys will be boys’   

 Challenging behaviours, such as grabbing bottoms, breasts, genitalia, flicking 

bras and lifting up skirts.  Dismissing or tolerating such behaviours risks 

normalising them   

   

For the purposes of this advice, when referring to sexual harassment we mean 

‘unwanted conduct of a sexual nature’ that can occur online and offline; when we 

reference sexual harassment we do so in context of child on child sexual harassment.  

Sexual harassment is likely to: violate a child’s dignity, and make them feel intimidated, 

degraded or humiliated and/or create a hostile, offensive or sexualised environment.  

 

Sexual harassment can include:   

   

• sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, making lewd comments, making 

sexual remarks about clothes and appearance and calling someone sexualised 

names;   

• sexual ‘jokes’ or taunting;   

• physical behaviour, such as deliberately brushing against someone, interfering with 

someone’s clothes (schools and colleges should be considering when any of this 

crosses a line into sexual violence;   

• online sexual harassment – this may be standalone, or as part of a wider pattern of 

sexual harassment and /or sexual violence – this may include;   

• non-consensual sharing of sexual images & videos;   
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• sexualised online bullying;   

• unwanted sexual comments and messages, including, on social media;   

• sexual exploitation, coercion and threats;   

• upskirting – this typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without 

them knowing, with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual 

gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm (this is now a criminal 

offence)   

• Sexting (also known as youth produced sexual imagery) 

• Initiation/hazing type violence and rituals 

   

If Hurworth staff are concerned about any such incident happening they must report 

this immediately to the Designated Safeguarding Lead or Deputy.   

   

When responding to a report of child sexual violence and sexual harassment Hurworth 

School will ensure all victims are reassured that they are being taken seriously, they 

will be supported and kept safe.  All staff have been trained to manage a report.  The 

following safeguarding practice will be followed:    

   

• confidentiality at the initial stage will not be promised as information will need to be 

shared with individuals so as to progress the report.  It will be explained to the victim 

of the next steps of the process   

• it is important that the member of staff realises that they are in a position of trust and 

that a disclosure has been made to that member of staff as they are trusted   

• the member of staff will listen to the child, be non-judgmental and will not ask leading 

questions.  Where possible, only ‘open’ questioning will be used   

• the member of staff will decide on the best way to record the report.  It is important 

the member of staff listens carefully to the victim and includes dates and times if 

possible, therefore a thorough summary will be written at the end of the disclosure.   

Hurworth School promotes the need for two members of staff to be present where 

possible   

• staff will only record factual information from the victim – no personal opinions from 

the note taker   

• staff will access and be aware of the advice of ‘searching screening and confiscation’ 

and ‘UKCCIS’ (sexting) (see links below) if the disclosure refers to an online element    

• the Designated Safeguarding Lead or Deputy will be informed as practically as 

possible   

   

The Designated Safeguarding Lead or Deputy will make an immediate risk 

assessment which will be considered on a case-by-case basis. The risk assessment 

will consider:  

   

• the victim, especially their protection and support   

• the alleged perpetrator; and   

• all the other children (and if appropriate staff/adult students) to protect them   
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Risk assessments will be recorded and kept by the Designated Safeguarding Lead or 

Deputy.  They will be reviewed as necessary to consider the safety of all children in 

school.  The Designated Safeguarding Lead or Deputy will engage with the CIAT 

(Children’s Initial Advice Team (Previously CAP & Front door) for expert help and 

guidance.   

   

Hurworth School will carefully consider:  

    

• the wishes of the victim on how to proceed with any investigation and the support 

offered   

• the ages of the children involved   

• the development stages of the children involved   

• any power imbalance between the children (e.g. age differences/ maturity/ disability)   

• is the alleged incident a ‘one-off’ or a sustained pattern of abuse?   

• are there on-going risks to the victim, other children, adult students, school staff  

• other wider issues    

   

Immediate consideration should be given as to how best to support and protect the 

victim and the alleged perpetrator.  The initial response to a report from a child is 

important.  All victims will be reassured that they are being taken seriously and that 

they will be supported and kept safe.  At Hurworth School a victim will never be given 

the impression that they are creating a problem by reporting sexual violence or sexual 

harassment, nor will a victim ever be made to feel ashamed for a making a report.  If 

staff at Hurworth School have a concern over a child, they are encouraged to speak to 

the Designated Safeguarding Lead or the Deputy.   

   

The starting point regarding any report should always be that sexual violence and 

sexual harassment is not acceptable or tolerated.     

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexualharassment- 

between-children-in-schools-and-colleges   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation   

   

www.gov.uk/government/groups/uk-council-for-child-internet-safety-ukccis   

   

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM): professionals in all agencies, and individuals and 

groups in relevant communities, need to be alert to the possibility of a girl being at risk 

of FGM, or already having suffered FGM.  There is a range of potential indicators that 

a child or young person may be at risk of FGM, which individually may not indicate risk 

but if there are two or more indicators present this could signal a risk to the child or 

young person. Victims of FGM are likely to come from a community that is known to 

practise FGM. Professionals should note that girls at risk of FGM may not yet be aware 

of the practice or that it may be conducted on them, so sensitivity should always be 

shown when approaching the subject. Staff should activate local safeguarding 

procedures, using existing national and local protocols for multi-agency liaison with 

police and children’s social care.    
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FGM comprises all procedures involving partial or total removal of the external female 

genitalia or other injury to the female genital organs. It is illegal in the UK and a form 

of child abuse with long-lasting harmful consequences.    

Section 5B of the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 (as inserted by section 74 

of the Serious Crime Act 2015) places a statutory duty upon teachers along with 

regulated health and social care professionals in England and Wales, to report 

to the police where they discover (either through disclosure by the victim or 

visual evidence) that FGM appears to have been carried out on a girl under 18. 

Those failing to report such cases will face disciplinary sanctions. It will be rare for 

teachers to see visual evidence, and they should not be examining pupils, but the 

same definition of what is meant by “to discover that an act of FGM appears to have 

been carried out” is used for all professionals to whom this mandatory reporting duty 

applies. Teachers must personally report to the police cases where they discover that 

an act of FGM appears to have been carried out. At Hurworth School support is sought 

through the Safeguarding Team.    

Unless the teacher has a good reason not to, they should also still consider and 

discuss any such case with the school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and involve 

children’s social care as appropriate. The duty does not apply in relation to at risk or 

suspected cases (i.e. where the teacher does not discover that an act of FGM appears 

to have been carried out, either through disclosure by the victim or visual evidence) or 

in cases where the woman is 18 or over. In these cases, teachers should follow local 

safeguarding procedures.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fgm-mandatory-reporting-in-healthcare   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multi-agency-statutory-guidance- 

onfemale-genital-mutilation  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/female-genital-

mutilation- 

resourcepack/female-genital-mutilation-resource-pack   

Forcing a person into a marriage is a crime in England and Wales. A forced marriage 

is one entered into without the full and free consent of one or both parties and where 

violence, threats or any other form of coercion is used to cause a person to enter into 

a marriage. Threats can be physical or emotional and psychological. A lack of full and 

free consent can be where a person does not consent or where they cannot consent 

(if they have learning disabilities, for example). Nevertheless, some communities use 

religion and culture as a way to coerce a person into marriage. Schools and colleges 

can play an important role in safeguarding children from forced marriage. The Forced 

Marriage Unit has published Multi-agency guidelines, with pages 32-36 focusing on 

the role of schools and colleges. School staff can contact the Forced Marriage Unit if 

they need advice or information. Contact: 020 7008 0151 or email: fmu@fco.gov.uk.   

   

What staff should do if they are worried about a child?   

   

If a member of staff suspects a child is at risk of, has already undergone, or receives 

a disclosure about FGM, they must be careful to respond in an appropriate and 
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sensitive manner. Efforts should be made to establish the full facts from the child 

before any action is taken.    

   

The member of staff should discuss it with the school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead, 

following the procedures set out in the settings child protection. The staff member must 

report the matter to the Police and Social Care with support of the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead.   

   

School staff should not attempt to investigate the case themselves or attempt to speak 

to the child’s parents as this may place the child at an increased risk of harm.   

   

Honour Based Abuse (HBA)    

   

Encompasses incidents or crimes which have been committed (including non-violent 

forms of abuse) to protect or defend the honour of the family and/or the community, 

including female genital mutilation forced marriage, and practices such as breast 

ironing.  HBA often involves the wider community and therefore there may be more 

than one perpetrator.  All forms of HBA are abuse.  All concerns over children who 

may have experienced HBA or are at risk of HBA need to speak to the designated 

safeguarding lead or deputy immediately to ensure safeguarding procedures are 

implemented.   

   

Hurworth School also recognises the importance of multi-agency working to reduce 

and ideally eliminate the dangers of the aforementioned safeguarding risks. Should 

there be reason to believe that these are an issue the school would look to work in 

partnership with Erase Exploitation the Durham Police organisation that are working in 

this field. We would share this information with the CIAT (Children’s Initial Advice Team 

formerly CAP & Front door) but also with the dedicated service on (01325) 346867.   

 

http://www.eraseabuse.org/Pages/Home.aspx 

https://www.durham.police.uk/news-and-events/Pages/News%20Articles/ERASE-ing-child-

sexual-exploitation.aspx 

 

We would also use the referral system for a request for checks on:   

   

requestforchecks@durhampnn.police.uk    

   

We also recognise the need to work with partner organisations to combat CSE.   

   

The vulnerability of the young person and grooming process employed by perpetrators 

renders them powerless to recognise the exploitative nature of relationships and 

unable to give informed consent.   

   

Barnardo’s is the largest provider of CSE support in the UK and offers a range of 

resources, training for staff and support for children, parents and young people on their 

website. 

http://www.eraseabuse.org/Pages/Home.aspx
https://www.durham.police.uk/news-and-events/Pages/News%20Articles/ERASE-ing-child-sexual-exploitation.aspx
https://www.durham.police.uk/news-and-events/Pages/News%20Articles/ERASE-ing-child-sexual-exploitation.aspx
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https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/protecting-children/cse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Further information on Preventing Radicalisation   

   

Hurworth School implements the latest guidance from the Department for Education:  

Protecting children from radicalisation: the prevent duty (2015/16 – updated 

April 2019) - this can be viewed via the link below:   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance   

   

The main aims of this statement are to ensure that staff are fully engaged in being 

vigilant about radicalisation; that they overcome professional disbelief that such issues 

will not happen here and ensure that we work alongside other professional bodies and 

agencies to ensure that our pupils are safe from harm.    

   

   

The principle objectives are that:     

   

• All governors, teachers, teaching assistants and non-teaching staff will have an 

understanding of what radicalisation and extremism are and why we need to be 

vigilant in school.    

• All governors, teachers, teaching assistants and non-teaching staff will know what 

the school policy is on anti-radicalisation and extremism and will follow the policy 

when issues arise.    

• All parents and pupils will know that the school has policies in place to keep pupils 

safe from harm and that the school regularly reviews its systems to ensure they are 

appropriate and effective.    

   

Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism, 

and extremism leading to terrorism.   

   

Extremism is the vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including 

democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of 

different faiths and beliefs. It also includes calling for the death of members of our 

armed forces.  ‘Educate Against Hate’ is a website launched by the Government to 

help equip schools and parents with information, support and resources to help 

recognise and address extremism and radicalisation in young people.  

https://educateagainsthate.com/ 

   

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/protecting-children/cse
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://educateagainsthate.com/
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The Prevent duty – Under section 26 of the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 

(the CTSA 2015) all schools need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism.  

The Prevent duty is part of the school’s wider safeguarding obligations – safeguarding 

leads and deputies will familiarise themselves with the Revised Prevent duty guidance 

for England and Wales (especially paragraphs 57-76).  The guidance is set out in four 

general themes:  

 Risk assessment 

  working in partnership 

  staff training  

  IT policies.   

   

   

Prevent – Duty Guidance for England and Wales  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance   

The Counter-Terrorism and Security Act, places a duty on specified authorities, 

including local authorities and childcare, education and other children’s services 

providers, in the exercise of their functions, to have due regard to the need to prevent 

people from being drawn into terrorism (“the Prevent duty”).    

The Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 places a duty on local authorities to 

ensure Channel panels are in place. The panel must include the local authority and 

chief officer of the local police. Panels will assess the extent to which identified 

individuals are vulnerable to being drawn into terrorism, following a referral from the 

police and where considered appropriate and necessary consent is obtained, arrange 

for support to be provided to those individuals. The Act will require partners of Channel 

panels to co-operate with the panel in the carrying out of its functions and with the 

police in undertaking the initial assessment as to whether a referral is appropriate. 

Schools and colleges which are required to have regard to Keeping Children Safe in 

Education are listed in the Act as partners of the panel.    

Schools have a vital role to play in protecting pupils from the risks of extremism and 

radicalisation, a role which is underpinned by the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 

2015, “to have due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into 

terrorism”.   

   

Since 2010, when the Government published the Prevent Strategy, there has been an 

awareness of the specific need to safeguard children, young people and families from 

violent extremism. There have been nationally situations in which extremist groups 

have attempted to radicalise vulnerable children and young people to hold extreme 

views including views justifying political, religious, sexist or racist violence, or to steer 

them into a rigid and narrow ideology that is intolerant of diversity and leaves them 

vulnerable to future radicalisation.   

   

Hurworth School values freedom of speech and the expression of beliefs and ideology 

as fundamental rights underpinning our society’s values. Both pupils, students and 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
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teachers have the right to speak freely and voice their opinions. However, freedom 

comes with responsibility and free speech that is designed to manipulate the 

vulnerable, or that leads to violence and harm of others, goes against the moral 

principles in which freedom of speech is valued.  Free speech is not an unqualified 

privilege; it is subject to laws and policies governing equality, human rights, community 

safety and community cohesion.     

   

The current threat from terrorism in the United Kingdom may include the exploitation 

of vulnerable people, to involve them in terrorism or in activity in support of terrorism. 

The normalisation of extreme views may also make children and young people 

vulnerable to future manipulation and exploitation. Hurworth School is clear that this 

exploitation and radicalisation should be viewed as a safeguarding concern.  Hurworth 

School seeks to protect children and young people against the messages of all violent 

extremism including, but not restricted to, those linked to Islamist ideology, or to Far 

Right/Neo Nazi/White Supremacist ideology, Irish Nationalist and Loyalist paramilitary 

groups, and extremist Animal Rights movements.   

   

Risk Reduction   

The school governors, Head of School and the Designated Safeguarding Lead will 

assess the level of risk within the school and put actions in place to reduce any 

identified risks.      

   

Procedure    

Keeping children and young people safe from these risks is a safeguarding matter and 

should be approached in the same way as safeguarding children from other risks.  

When any member of staff has concerns that a pupil may be at risk of radicalisation or 

involvement in terrorism, they should speak with the Prevent Single Point of Contact 

(SPOC) and to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (if this is not the same person).     

   

The Prevent Single Point of Contact (SPOC) will be the lead within the school for 

safeguarding in relation to protecting individuals from radicalisation and involvement 

in terrorism: this will be the Designated Safeguarding Lead supported by expertise 

from within the student support department.  The SPOC for Hurworth School is 

Stuart Bradnam. Their responsibilities include:   

   

• ensuring that staff of the school are aware that they are the SPOC in relation to 

protecting pupils from radicalisation and involvement in terrorism   

• maintaining and applying a good understanding of the relevant guidance in relation 

to preventing pupils from becoming involved in terrorism, and protecting them from 

radicalisation by those who support terrorism or forms of extremism which lead to 

terrorism   

• raising awareness about the role and responsibilities of the school in relation to 

protecting pupils from radicalisation and involvement in terrorism   

• monitoring the effect in practice of the school’s RS and PSHC curriculum and 

assembly policy to ensure that they are used to promote community cohesion and 

tolerance of different faiths and beliefs   
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• raising awareness within the school about the safeguarding processes relating to 

protecting pupils from radicalisation and involvement in terrorism   

• acting as the first point of contact within the school for case discussions relating to 

pupils who may be at risk of radicalisation or involved in terrorism   

• collating relevant information from/in relation to, referrals of vulnerable students/ 

pupils into the Channel* process (* = see below)   

• attending Channel* meetings as necessary and carrying out any actions as agreed   

• reporting progress on actions to the Channel*   

• sharing any relevant additional information in a timely manner   

   

* Channel is a multi-agency approach to provide support to individuals who are 

at risk of being drawn into terrorist related activity.  This is a programme which 

focuses on providing support at an early stage to people who are identifies 

being vulnerable to being drawn into terrorism.  An individual’s engagement 

with the programme is voluntary.  The designated safeguarding lead and 

deputies are aware of the procedures for making a Channel referral.  The 

designated safeguarding lead and/or deputy may be asked to attend a Channel 

panel to discuss an individual’s Channel referral.   

   

Numerous factors can contribute to and influence the range of behaviours that are 

defined as violent extremism, but most young people do not become involved in 

extremist action.  For this reason, the appropriate interventions in any particular case 

may not have any specific connection to the threat of radicalisation, for example, 

they may address mental health, relationship or drug and alcohol issues.   

   

1. Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism 

and forms of extremism leading to terrorism   

2. Extremism is defined by the Government in the Prevent Strategy as: “Vocal or 

active opposition to fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, 

individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs”. 

We also include in our definition of extremism calls for the death of members of our 

armed forces, whether in this country or overseas.     

3. Extremism is defined by the Crown Prosecution Service as:   

   

“The demonstration of unacceptable behaviour by using any means or medium to 

express views which:   

   

• Encourage, justify or glorify terrorist violence in furtherance of particular beliefs;   

• Seek to provoke others to terrorist acts;   

• Encourage other serious criminal activity or seek to provoke others to serious 

criminal acts; or   

• Foster hatred which might lead to inter-community violence in the UK”   

   

There is no such thing as a “typical extremist”: Those who become involved in 

extremist actions come from a range of backgrounds and experiences, and most 
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individuals, even those who hold radical views, do not become involved in violent 

extremist activity. 

   

Pupils may become susceptible to radicalisation through a range of social, personal 

and environmental factors - it is known that violent extremists exploit vulnerabilities in 

individuals to drive a wedge between them and their families and communities.  It is 

vital that school staff are able to recognise those vulnerabilities.     

 

 

 

 

Indicators of vulnerability include:   

   

Identity Crisis – the pupil is distanced from their cultural/religious heritage and 

experiences discomfort about their place in society   

Personal Crisis – the pupil may be experiencing family tensions; a sense of isolation; 

and low self-esteem; they may have dissociated from their existing friendship group 

and become involved with a new and different group of friends; they may be searching 

for answers to questions about identity, faith and belonging Personal Circumstances 

– migration; local community tensions; and events affecting the pupil’s country or 

region of origin may contribute to a sense of grievance that is triggered by personal 

experience of racism or discrimination or aspects of Government policy   

Unmet Aspirations – the pupil may have perceptions of injustice; a feeling of failure; 

rejection of civic life   

Experiences of Criminality – which may include involvement with criminal groups, 

imprisonment, and poor resettlement/reintegration   

Individual Needs – pupils may experience difficulties with social interaction, empathy 

with others, understanding the consequences of their actions and awareness of the 

motivations of others.   

However, this list is not exhaustive, nor does it mean that all young people 

experiencing the above are at risk of radicalisation for the purposes of violent 

extremism.   

   

More critical risk factors could include:   

• being in contact with extremist recruiters   

• accessing violent extremist websites, especially those with a social networking   

element   

• possessing or accessing violent extremist literature   

• using extremist narratives and a global ideology to explain personal disadvantage   

• justifying the use of violence to solve societal issues   

• joining or seeking to join extremist organisations   

• significant changes to appearance and/or behaviour   

• experiencing a high level of social isolation resulting in issues of identity crisis 

and/or personal crisis   
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The Role of the Curriculum    

   

Hurworth School teaches students about the importance of safeguarding, 

including online safety within its broad and balanced curriculum.   

Our curriculum promotes respect, tolerance and diversity. Children are encouraged to 

share their views and recognise that they are entitled to have their own different beliefs 

which should not be used to influence others.    

   

Our PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education), Citizenship and SMSC (Spiritual, 

Moral, Social and Cultural) provision is embedded across the curriculum and underpins 

the ethos of the school. Hurworth School teaches Relationships and Sex Education 

and Health Education within the curriculum and has been in place since September 

2019.  This is now a mandatory requirement.  

   

Children are regularly taught about how to stay safe when using the internet and are 

encouraged to recognise that people are not always who they say they are online. 

They are taught to seek adult help if they are upset or concerned about anything they 

read or see on the internet.    

   

Further support    

   

Due Diligence and Counter Extremism Group (DDCEG) Helpline - (020 7340 7264) 

For school staff and governors to raise concerns relating to extremism directly and in 

confidence.   

   

Darlington Durham Prevent Team – 0191 375224   

    

To report illegal information, picture or videos found on the internet  

 

www.gov.uk/reportterrorism   

   

Prevent Duty Guidance    

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-strategy-2011   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance   

   

http://www.preventtragedies.co.uk/    

    

http://www.familiesmatter.org.uk/   

   

Useful websites and resources to use with pupils  

 

http://www.wherestheline.co.uk/ http://www.preventforschools.org/   

http://educateagainsthate.com/   

   

http://www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
http://www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
http://www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
http://www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
http://www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-strategy-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-strategy-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-strategy-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-strategy-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-strategy-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-strategy-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-strategy-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-strategy-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-strategy-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
http://www.preventtragedies.co.uk/
http://www.preventtragedies.co.uk/
http://www.preventtragedies.co.uk/
http://www.preventtragedies.co.uk/
http://www.preventtragedies.co.uk/
http://www.preventtragedies.co.uk/
http://www.familiesmatter.org.uk/
http://www.familiesmatter.org.uk/
http://www.familiesmatter.org.uk/
http://www.familiesmatter.org.uk/
http://www.familiesmatter.org.uk/
http://www.wherestheline.co.uk/
http://www.wherestheline.co.uk/
http://www.wherestheline.co.uk/
http://www.wherestheline.co.uk/
http://www.preventforschools.org/
http://www.preventforschools.org/
http://www.preventforschools.org/
http://educateagainsthate.com/
http://educateagainsthate.com/
http://educateagainsthate.com/
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Adolescent to Parent Violence and Abuse (APVA)     

   

Hurworth School adheres to the Home Office guidance:    

   

Controlling or Coercive Behaviour in an Intimate or Family Relationship (December 

2015) which can be accessed via this link:   

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment

_data/file/482528/Controlling_or_coercive_behaviour_-_statutory_guidance.pdf 

 

Any suspected instances of APVA would be referred to CIAT (previously known as 

CAP & Front door) and full multi agency cooperation would be offered in accordance 

with all legislative responsibility and our ethos of family support.    

   

Further information on a child missing from education    

   

All children are entitled to a full-time education, regardless of their circumstances. 

Unfortunately, children missing education (CME) risk underachieving, being victims 

of abuse, and not being in education, employment or training (NEET) in later life.  A 

CME is defined as a child or young person of compulsory academy age who is not 

attending school, not placed in alternative provision by an LA, and who is not 

receiving a suitable education elsewhere. This definition also includes children who 

are receiving an education, but one that is not suitable; this could include children 

who are not receiving full-time education suitable to their needs, e.g. age, ability, 

aptitude, special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).  CME can be a warning 

sign of a range of safeguarding possibilities.  Abuse, neglect, CSE and criminal 

exploitation could be examples of the safeguarding issues. CME could indicate 

mental health problems, risk of substance abuse, risk of travelling to conflict zones, 

risk of FGM or risk of forced marriage.  Poor attendance and/or attendance issues 

are raised in weekly RAG Student Support Department meetings.  Referrals by 

phone to the CIAT will be made by the school’s attendance officer following the 

weekly RAG meeting.   

   

School Safeguarding Ethos   

   

Safeguarding children is the responsibility of all adults within Hurworth School.     

   

Multi-Agency support and Early Help are the cornerstones of our ethos towards 

providing help for all children and families.    

   

Hurworth School recognises the importance of:   

• providing an ethos and environment within school that will help children to feel safe, 

secure and respected   

• encourage pupils to talk openly and enable them to feel confident that they will be 

listened to   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/482528/Controlling_or_coercive_behaviour_-_statutory_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/482528/Controlling_or_coercive_behaviour_-_statutory_guidance.pdf
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We recognise that children who are abused or witness potential or actual abuse are 

likely to have low self-esteem and may find it difficult to develop a sense of self-worth. 

They may feel helplessness, humiliation and some sense of blame. Our school may 

be the only stable, secure and predictable element in their lives.   

   

Hurworth School will endeavour to support the welfare and safety of all pupils through:   

• maintaining children’s welfare as our paramount concern   

• establishing and maintaining an ethos where pupils feel secure and are 

encouraged to talk, and are listened to   

• ensuring that pupils know that there are adults in the school who they can approach 

if they are worried or are in difficulty   

• including in the curriculum activities and opportunities which equip pupils with skills 

they need to stay safe from abuse   

• including in the curriculum material which will help pupils develop realistic attitudes 

to the responsibilities of adult life, particularly with regard to childcare and parenting 

skills   

• ensuring that wherever possible every effort will be made to establish effective 

working relationships with parents and colleagues from other agencies   

• ensuring all steps are taken to maintain site security and each student’s physical 

safety   

• working with parents to build an understanding of the school’s responsibility to 

ensure the welfare of all children including the need for referral to other agencies 

in some situations   

• ensuring all staff are able to recognise the signs and symptoms of abuse and are 

aware of the school’s procedures and lines of communication   

• monitoring children and young people who have been identified as having welfare 

or protection concerns; keeping confidential records which are stored securely and 

shared appropriately with other professionals   

• developing effective and supportive liaison with other agencies   

   

We adhere to the principles of early identification advocated in Working Together to 

Safeguard Children (2019 amended September 2020)    

   

Professionals should, in particular, be alert to the potential need for early help for a 

child who:    

• is disabled and has specific additional needs   

• has Special Educational Needs   

• is a young carer or Looked After pupil   

• is showing signs of engaging in anti-social or criminal behaviour   

• is in a family circumstance presenting challenges for the child, such as substance 

abuse, adult mental health problems and domestic violence   

• has returned home to their family from care   

• is showing early signs of abuse and/or neglect    
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Responsibilities   

   

Schools do not operate in isolation. Safeguarding children is the responsibility of all 

adults and especially those working with children.   

   

Hurworth School works with the three safeguarding partners.   

   

The Responsibility of the Board of Directors and Local Governing Body.    

   
“Governing bodies and proprietors must ensure that they comply with their duties 

under legislation.  They must have regard to KCSIE 2019 (amended 2020), ensuring 

policies, procedures and training in their schools or colleges are effective and comply 

with the law at all times”.    

“Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure that all staff in their school or 

college read at least Part One of KCSIE 2019.  The above persons should ensure 

that mechanisms are in place to assist staff to understand and discharge their role 

and responsibilities as set out in Part One Keeping Children Safe in Education – 

2019”.   

The school has a nominated Director for safeguarding named on the front of this 

document as well as member of the Local Governing Body (LGB) with specific 

responsibility for Safeguarding and Welfare. The nominated Director/LGB member will 

take the lead role in ensuring that the school has an effective policy which interlinks 

with related policies; that locally agreed procedures are in place and being followed; 

and that the policy and structures supporting safeguarding children are reviewed 

annually.    

   

The named Safeguarding Director is Derek Bell. The member of the LGB with 

specific responsibility for Safeguarding and Welfare is Jane Hodgson. She 

works with the Head of School and Designated Lead Officer for Safeguarding to 

ensure:    

   

Boards of Directors/LGBs and proprietors must ensure that they comply with their 

duties under legislation. They must also have regard to this guidance to ensure that 

the policies, procedures and training in their schools or colleges are effective and 

comply with the law at all times.   

    

Boards of Directors/LGBs and proprietors should ensure there is an effective child 

protection policy in place together with a staff behaviour policy (code of conduct). Both 

should be provided to all staff – including temporary staff and volunteers – on induction. 

The child protection policy should describe procedures which are in accordance with 

government guidance and refer to locally agreed inter-agency procedures put in place 

by the local safeguarding partners, be updated annually, and be available publicly 

either via the school or college website or by other means.   Boards of Directors/LGBs 

and proprietors should appoint a member of staff of the school’s or college’s leadership 

team to the role of designated safeguarding lead.  The designated safeguarding lead 

should take lead responsibility for safeguarding and child protection (this will be explicit 
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in the job holder’s job description). Keeping Children Safe in Education (2019 amended 

September 2020)   

   

Hurworth School’s Head of School is Nichola Peaker. She works with the Safeguarding 

Director/LGB governor and Designated Lead Officer for Safeguarding.   

   

The Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO) is also known as the Designated 

Officer for the Local Authority (DOLA)   this is Marian Garland. 

   

The Designated safeguarding lead at Hurworth School is Melanie Pitchford.    

   

The broad areas of responsibility for the designated safeguarding lead are:    

   

Managing Referrals    

   

The designated safeguarding lead is expected to:    

• refer cases of suspected abuse to the local authority children’s social care as 

required    

• support staff who make referrals to local authority children’s social care   

• refer cases to the Channel programme where there is a radicalisation concern as 

required   

• support staff who make referrals to the Channel programme   

• refer cases where a person is dismissed or left due to risk/harm to a child to the   

Disclosure and Barring Service as required    

• refer cases where a crime may have been committed to the Police as required   

   

Work with others    

• liaise with the Head of School to inform her of issues especially ongoing enquiries 

under section 47 of the Children Act 1989 and police investigations   

• as required, liaise with the “case manager” (as per Part four) and the designated 

officer(s) at the local authority for child protection concerns all cases which concern 

a staff member   

• liaise with staff (especially pastoral support staff, school nurses, IT technicians and 

SENCOs) on matters of safety and safeguarding (including online and digital safety) 

and when deciding to make a referral by liaising with relevant agencies and act as a 

source of support, advice and expertise for staff. 

 

 

 

   

Training    

   

The Designated Safeguarding Lead (and any deputies) should undergo training to 

provide them with the knowledge and skills required to carry out the role. This training 

should be updated at least every two years.    
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The Designated Safeguarding Lead should undertake Prevent awareness training.   

   

In addition to the formal training set out above, their knowledge and skills should be 

refreshed (this might be via e-bulletins, meeting other Designated Safeguarding 

Leads, or simply taking time to read and digest safeguarding developments) at regular 

intervals, as required, but at least annually, to allow them to understand and keep up 

with any developments relevant to their role so they:   

   

• understand the assessment process for providing early help and statutory 

intervention, including local criteria for action and local authority children’s social 

care referral arrangements   

• have a working knowledge of how local authorities conduct a child protection case 

conference and a child protection review conference and be able to attend and 

contribute to these effectively when required to do so;   

• ensure each member of staff has access to and understands the school’s child 

protection policy and procedures, especially new and part time staff   

• are alert to the specific needs of children in need, those with Special Educational 

Needs and Young Carers    

• are able to keep detailed, accurate, secure written records of concerns and referral   

• Understand and support the school or college with regards to the requirements of 

the Prevent duty and are able to provide advice and support to staff on protecting 

children from the risk of radicalisation   

• are able to understand the unique risks associated with online safety and be 

confident that they have the relevant knowledge and up-to-date capability required 

to keep children safe whilst they are online at school   

• can recognise the additional risks that children with SEN and disabilities (SEND) 

face online e.g. from online bullying, grooming and radicalisation and are confident 

they have the capacity to support SEND children to stay safe online;   

• obtain access to resources and attend any relevant or refresher training courses   

• encourage a culture of listening to children and taking account of their wishes and 

feelings, among all staff, in any measures the school may put in place to protect 

them   

   

The nature of the role of designated safeguarding lead may mean the safeguarding 

team in Hurworth School may need further support when dealing with physiological 

demands.  Support could be in the form of;   

   

• internal peer support through weekly safeguarding meetings   

• wider peer support through regular liaison with safeguarding teams via Darlington 

safeguarding meetings   

• in some circumstances further support, supervision and counselling may be 

signposted and sourced on the advice of the Darlington safeguarding officer for 

Darlington Borough Council (Joanna Conway)    
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Raising Awareness    

The Designated Safeguarding Lead should ensure the school’s child protection 

policies are known, understood and used appropriately   

• ensure the school or college’s child protection policy is reviewed annually (as a 

minimum) and the procedures and implementation are updated and reviewed 

regularly, and work with governing bodies or proprietors regarding this   

• ensure the child protection policy is available publicly and parents are aware of the 

fact that referrals about suspected abuse or neglect may be made and the role of the 

school in this   

• link with the local safeguarding partners to make sure staff are aware of training 

opportunities and the latest local policies on safeguarding   

   

Child Protection File    

• Where children leave the school, ensure their child protection file is transferred to the 

new school or college as soon as possible. This should be transferred separately from 

the main pupil file, ensuring secure transit and confirmation of receipt should be 

obtained.  Receiving schools should ensure key staff such as the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead and SENCOs is aware as required. The Designated Safeguarding 

Lead should also consider if it would be appropriate to share any information with the 

new school in advance of a child leaving e.g. information that would allow the new 

school to continue supporting victims of abuse and have that support in place for when 

the child arrives.   

   

Availability    

• During term time the Designated Safeguarding Lead (or a deputy) should always 

be available (during school hours) for staff in the school to discuss any 

safeguarding concerns. Whilst generally speaking the Designated Safeguarding 

Lead (or deputy) would be expected to be available in person, it is a matter for 

individual schools and colleges, working with the designated safeguarding lead, to 

define what “available” means and whether in exceptional circumstances 

availability via phone and or Skype or other such mediums is acceptable   

• It is a matter for individual schools and the Designated Safeguarding Lead to 

arrange adequate and appropriate cover arrangements for any out of hours/out of 

term activities. See Page 1 of this policy for full staff list of Safeguarding Team    

   

 

 

This encompasses regular duties including all areas outlined by Working Together to 

Safeguard Children (2019 amended 2020). In everyday practise at Hurworth School 

this includes:   

   

• co-ordinating safeguarding action for individual children   

• liaising with other agencies and professionals   

• ensuring that locally established procedures are followed and referrals made   

• acting as a consultant for staff to discuss concerns   

• maintaining a confidential recording system   
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• representing or ensuring the school is appropriately represented at inter-agency 

safeguarding meetings (including Child Protection Conferences)   

• managing and monitoring the school’s part in CIAT, Child in Need and Child 

Protection plans. This process is co-led by Ben Sutherland.   

• organising training for all school staff   

   

However, safeguarding children and their welfare is the responsibility of all staff 

in school and ANY observation, information or issue which results in concern 

for a pupil’s welfare MUST be reported to the Designated Safeguarding Lead.    

   

Confidentiality and Information Sharing   

Safeguarding and child protection information is confidential and personal. Other than 

the agreed communication lines in school, it is for the Designated Safeguarding Lead 

to decide what information needs to be shared, with whom, how and when, and 

whether consent needs to be gained for this process. If in any doubt, the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead can seek advice from the Children’s Initial Advice Team (CIAT). 

Additionally she may also seek support and advice from:   

   

Joanna Conway - Education Safeguarding Officer – Darlington Borough Council    

   

Access to the CIAT and all locality services is by way of a conversation with a member 

of the CIAT duty team (formerly a referral form was completed but this is no longer 

necessary)    

   

Referrals to CIAT will be dealt with on a case by case basis with schools and CIAT 

staff working together to provide a satisfactory outcome. A decision will be made by 

the duty social worker about the direction the referral will need to take.   

   

In all but the most exceptional cases Parents/Carers will be made aware of the 

concerns felt for a child or young person at the earliest possible stage and in 

the event of this becoming necessary, their consent to a referral to Social 

Services will be sought.   

   

In the absence of the availability of the Designated Safeguarding Lead to discuss an 

immediate and urgent concern, advice should be sought direct from the CIAT by 

another member of the Safeguarding team.   

   

Professional Confidentiality   

   

Confidentiality is an issue, which needs to be discussed and fully understood by all 

those working with children, particularly in the context of child protection. The only 

purpose of confidentiality in this respect is to benefit the child. A member of staff must 

never guarantee confidentiality to a pupil, as where there is a child protection concern 

this must be reported to the senior designated person and may require further 

investigations by appropriate authorities. Promising confidentiality would lead to a 
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breakdown in trust of adults by the pupil and could potentially compromise their 

wellbeing and safety.   

Melanie Pitchford and Ben Sutherland will invoke the local agreed guidelines and 

procedures where there is a cause for concern.   

   

Staff will be informed of relevant aspects in respect of child protection on a ‘need to 

know basis’ only. Any information shared with a member of staff in this way must be 

held confidentially to themselves.   

   

The school also follows ‘Fraser’ guidance on confidentiality. (See appendix 4)   

   

If a member of staff needs to seek advice about a safeguarding situation for a child 

independently for the purposes of keeping a child safe (specifically with the CIAT), it 

is appropriate for the detail to be discussed, although the staff member may choose to 

maintain the anonymity of the child whilst initial consultation takes place.   

   

All staff should remain aware that they cannot keep ‘secrets’ and absolute 

confidentiality with children, and that if children disclose abuse or give information that 

suggests they may be unsafe, this MUST be passed on to the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead as soon as possible. The child should be told who their disclosure 

will be shared with and what will happen next. Details of this are in Appendix 2.    

   

Keeping Children Safe in Education (2019 amended 2020) states:    

   

“All staff should know what to do if a child tells them he/she is being abused or 

neglected.  Staff should know how to manage the requirement to maintain an 

appropriate level of confidentiality.  This means only involving those who need 

to be involved, such as the Designated Safeguarding Lead (or Deputy) and 

children’s social care. Staff should never promise a child that they will not tell 

anyone about a report of abuse, as this may ultimately not be in the interests 

of the child”.   

Hurworth School upholds this principle whilst ensuring that there is a culture of 

information sharing and an open door policy maintained by the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead, Head of School and all members of the Safeguarding Team thus 

allowing staff and pupils to safely disclose confidential information.     

   

In order to protect confidentiality, safeguarding information about individual children 

is shared on a ‘need to know basis’ only and thus, what may seem to be a minor 

issue to one staff member, may be highly significant to the bigger picture of risk.    

   

A referral through the Designated Safeguarding Lead or Deputy is the schools 

preferred route of referral. The Designated Safeguarding Lead co-ordinates any 

information sharing with the Head of School and Safeguarding Team accordingly and 

with confidentiality and need to know principles applied.    
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Information which is of particular pastoral significance may then be passed to the 

Student Support Team through the school RAG system or to staff through the Staff   

Bulletin. This is conducted with exceptional sensitivity and in line with legislation, 

only if in the wider interests of the child and only if confidentiality is not 

breached. This is co-ordinated by the Designated Safeguarding Lead.    

   

Safeguarding and Child Protection Procedures   

   

It is the responsibility of the Designated Safeguarding Lead to gather and collate 

information obtained on individual children, to make immediate and on-going 

assessments of potential risk and to decide (with Parents/Carers in most cases) on the 

appropriateness of referrals to partner agencies and services. To help with this 

decision she may choose to consult with the local authority safeguarding board.  

Advice may also be sought from CIAT. Issues discussed during consultations may 

include the urgency and gravity of the concerns for a child or young person and the 

extent to which parents/carers are made aware of these. Some concerns may need to 

be monitored over a period of time before a decision to refer to CIAT.     

   

Such referrals might include referral to Children’s Social Care as either Child Protection 

or Child in Need, to Police where there are potential criminal issues, referral to the 

Early Help Assessment (formerl CAF-Common Assessment Framework), or referral to 

services such as Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS), counselling, 

health service, behaviour support, behaviour and attendance partnership etc.    

   

Communication with Parents   

   

We recognise that good communication with parents is crucial in order to safeguard 

and promote the welfare of children effectively.   

   

We will always undertake appropriate discussion with parents prior to involvement of 

another agency unless to do so would place the child or an adult at further risk of 

harm or would impede a criminal investigation.    

We will ensure that Parents/Carers have an understanding of the responsibilities 

placed on the school and staff to safeguard children and their duty to co-operate with 

other agencies in this respect.   

   

In all but the most exceptional cases Parents/Carers will be made aware of the 

concerns felt for a child or young person at the earliest possible stage and in 

the event of this becoming necessary, their consent to a referral to Social 

Services will be sought.   

   

In the absence of the availability of the Designated Safeguarding Lead to discuss an 

immediate and urgent concern, advice should be sought direct from the CIAT by 

another member of the Safeguarding team e.g. Deputy Safeguarding Lead. This 

information will be processed through the Safeguarding Team.    
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The role of the school in situations where there are child protection concerns is 

NOT to investigate but to recognise and refer. Further information on the actions 

of the Designated Safeguarding Lead and the process of referral can be found 

in the safeguarding Children practice and procedures document.     

    

Parents can obtain a copy of the school Safeguarding Policy and other related 

policies on request or can view via the school website 

www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies    

   

   

The Childs Wishes    

   

The Childs wishes are a paramount consideration in all potential Child Protection 

referrals. The school uses the Fraser Guidelines (Appendix 4) to determine 

competency and adheres to these principles.    

   

“Governing bodies and proprietors should also ensure that there are procedures in place 

to handle allegations against other children.”   

In these instances Melanie Pitchford and Ben Sutherland would work in association 

and on the advice of CIAT and Darlington Police Safeguarding  Unit.    

   

“Where there is a safeguarding concern, governing bodies, proprietors and 

school or college leaders should ensure the child’s wishes and feelings are 

taken into account when determining what action to take and what services to 

provide.  Systems should be in place for children to express their views and give 

feedback.  Ultimately, all systems and processes should operate with the best 

interests of the child at heart”- Keeping Children Safe in Education (2019 

amended 2020).   

   

Supporting Children   

We recognise that children who are abused or witness violence may find it difficult to 

develop a sense of self-worth. They may feel helplessness, humiliation and some 

sense of blame.    

   

We acknowledge that school may be the only stable, secure and predictable element 

in the lives of children who have been abused or who are at risk of harm.     

   

We are aware that research shows that at school their behaviour may be challenging 

and defiant or they may be withdrawn.    

   

The school will endeavour to support all children by:   

• encouraging self-esteem and self-assertiveness through the curriculum, as well 

as promoting respectful relationships, challenging bullying and humiliating 

behaviour   

http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies
http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies
http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies
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• promoting a positive, supportive and secure environment giving pupils a sense of 

being valued   

• using a consistently applied school behaviour policy which is aimed at supporting 

vulnerable pupils.  The school will ensure that the pupil knows that some 

behaviour is unacceptable but that they are valued and not to be blamed for any 

abuse which has occurred   

Details of the above are available in the Discipline (Personal Development,   

Behaviour and Welfare Policy). The school also supports children by;    

• liaising with other agencies that support the pupil such as Children’s Social Care 

Services, Child and Adult Mental Health Service (CAMHS), Educational   

Psychology Service and those agencies involved in the safeguarding of children   

• the use of Early Help Services, through the Early Help Hub, when appropriate   

Notifying Children’s Social Care Services immediately there is a significant 

concern   

• providing continuing support to a child about whom there have been concerns 

who leaves the school by ensuring that appropriate information is forwarded 

under confidential cover to the child’s new setting   

   

Physical Intervention    

   

All staff are encouraged to use de-escalation techniques and creative alternative 

strategies that are specific to the child. Restraint will only be used as a last resort 

and all incidents of this are reviewed, recorded and monitored. Reasonable force will 

be used in accordance with government guidance.   

   

Further details are explained in Physical Intervention Policy.   

    

Looked After Children    

   

“The most common reason for children becoming looked after is as a result of abuse 

and/or neglect”   Keeping Children Safe in Education (2019 amended 2020).   

   

Our full LAC policy can be accessed at www.hurworthschool.org.uk/polices   

   

School Strategic Aims   

   

Our key aims are created in accordance with the DfE Guidance document:   

   

Promoting the education of Looked After Children ( February 2018)    

   

This can be accessed from this link:   

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_d

ata/file/683556/Promoting_the_education_of_looked-

after_children_and_previously_looked-after_children.pdf 

   

http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/polices
http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/polices
http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/polices
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/683556/Promoting_the_education_of_looked-after_children_and_previously_looked-after_children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/683556/Promoting_the_education_of_looked-after_children_and_previously_looked-after_children.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/683556/Promoting_the_education_of_looked-after_children_and_previously_looked-after_children.pdf
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At Hurworth School we adhere fully to the mufti agency approach through our Student 

Support RAG system advocated by the DfE in the latest guidance:   

   

This can be accessed from this link:   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-the-education-of-lookedafter- 

children   

   

Our approach is outlined in   Discipline (Personal Development behaviour and 

Welfare) Policy and associated documents available at 

www.hurworthschool.org.uk/polices   

   

The most common reason for children becoming looked after is as a result of abuse 

and/or neglect.  Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure staff have the 

information they need in relation to a child’s looked after status.  They should have 

information about the child’s care arrangements and the levels of authority delegated 

to the carer by the local authority looking after him/her.  The Designated  Safeguarding 

Lead should have details of the child’s social worker and the name of the virtual school 

head in the authority that looks after the child.   

   

A previously looked after child potentially remains vulnerable and all staff should have 

the skills, knowledge and understanding to keep previously looked after children safe.  

When dealing with looked after children and previously looked after children, it is 

important that all agencies work together and prompt action is taken when necessary 

to safeguard these children, who are a particularly vulnerable group.   

   

The Designated Teacher for promoting educational achievement for registered pupils 

who are looked after, children who have left care through adoption, special 

guardianship or child arrangement orders is Ben Sutherland (supported by Melanie 

Pitchford).  Ben Sutherland has undertaken the necessary relevant training for the 

position.  Statutory guidance for the designated teacher is available from -   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-teacher-for-looked- 

afterchildren   

   

Hurworth School’s LAC Virtual Head in Darlington is Calvin Kipling.    

   

Our School Designated Teacher for LAC is – Ben Sutherland (supported by Melanie 

Pitchford).    

   

Missing Children   

   

Maria Hall co-ordinates attendance monitoring through the Attendance Officer, and 

weekly trends are identified allowing a first response approach including visits from 

school staff, PCSO and through referrals to Darlington Borough Council Area Family 

Intervention Team. Within school, attendance information is statistically shared 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-the-education-of-looked-after-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-the-education-of-looked-after-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-the-education-of-looked-after-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-the-education-of-looked-after-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-the-education-of-looked-after-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-the-education-of-looked-after-children
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-the-education-of-looked-after-children
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through the RAG system and may be passed on to staff through the Pastoral Bulletin 

if contextually relevant always with confidentiality ensured.  

   

Referral procedures are clearly outlined and adhered to: 

https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childrens-social-care/   

   

Recognition and categories of abuse:   

   

All staff in school should be aware of the definitions and signs and symptoms of abuse. 

There are four categories of abuse: 

 

Physical abuse   

• Sexual abuse    

• Emotional abuse    

• Neglect   

   

The most up to date definitions are found in Appendix 1 of this document and are 

obtained from Working Together to Safeguard Children (2019, amended 2020)    

   

A further consideration in contemporary society is:    

   

Digital Abuse: Use of technologies and/or social media networking to intimidate, 

harass or threaten a current or ex-dating partner such as demanding passwords, 

checking mobile phones, cyber-bullying, non-consensual sexting, excessive or  

threatening texts or stalking on social media   

   

Indicators and signs of abuse are listed in the booklet “Hurworth School 

Safeguarding Internal Awareness” distributed to all staff. A copy of this booklet can 

be found in the staff shared area under safeguarding.   

   

 Staff need to remember that child abuse can occur within all social groups regardless 

of religion, culture, social class or financial position. Children who have a disability are 

statistically subject to greater risk of abuse and are particularly vulnerable.   

   

It is also important to remember that those who abuse children can be of any age, 

gender, ethnic group or background and it is important not to allow personal 

preconceptions to prevent recognition or action taking place.    

    

Early Help Assessment (formerly Common Assessment Framework)   

   

Hurworth School have 5 members of staff (Maria Hall, Linda Reed, Melanie Pitchford, 

Kelly Davidson & Ben Sutherland) who have completed all relevant training on Early 

Help Assessment.  Kelly Ann Reay (Darlington Borough Council) provides further 

training to the Hurworth Student Team as required.   

   

https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childrens-social-care/
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childrens-social-care/
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childrens-social-care/
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childrens-social-care/
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childrens-social-care/
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childrens-social-care/
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childrens-social-care/
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/childrens-social-care/
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Once a student is identified as being in need of an EHA one of the trained members of 

staff then leads the EHA and follows all appropriate government and Local Guidance 

and protocols.  Criteria for requiring an EHA are covered within the indicators of 

concern document from Darlington Borough Council.   

   

Informal Systems for Safeguarding   

   

Vulnerable Students Groups identified as vulnerable   

   

At Hurworth School we are aware of our equality duty and therefore recognise groups 

with protected characteristics listed below:    

• Age   

• Disability   

• Gender   

• Gender reassignment   

• Marriage and civil partnership   

• Pregnancy and maternity   

• Race   

• Religion and belief   

• Sexuality   

• Socio-economic background   

   

Whereas the above may be vulnerable, Hurworth School recognises that all students 

at some point in their school career may be ‘vulnerable’. The period of time that the 

student is considered vulnerable is unpredictable and the nature of the vulnerability 

also differs. We therefore consider a vulnerable child to be anyone who is in need of 

support to thrive. These can include:   

• Looked After children   

• Post LAC   

• Children at risk of abuse or neglect   

• Children with emotional or mental health difficulties   

• Children at risk or suffering bullying or harassment    

• Young Carers   

• School refusers   

• Teenage parents   

• Children at risk of, or involved in criminal behaviour   

• Children suffering from a  broken/unstable home life   

• Children suffering from sudden trauma    

   

The above list is by no means definitive. The nature of vulnerability is such that 

procedures need to be fluid and adaptable to any situation that may arise. Therefore 

this document will outline systems of safeguarding these groups and individuals and 

also display how we believe we meet all needs that are presented to us and truly 

safeguard children.     
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Vulnerable Children Protocols    

   

Once identified as vulnerable or belonging to a known group such as Special 

Educational Needs or Disadvantaged (Pupil Premium) the child will have a central 

record created. This record details needs and current provision and also notes 

previous school and agency involvement. It is here that students who we deem 

vulnerable even if they don’t belong to a known group are registered.    

   

Once registered on the central record the child’s progress and provision will be 

monitored and any provision given will also be costed. The following meeting cycle will 

ensure that all students on the central record are supported and that any students 

presenting as vulnerable in all areas of school are known and entered onto the register 

for monitoring and tracking purposes.    

   

Weekly meeting cycle    

   

• Looked After Children meeting (BSD/MPD)   

• Safeguarding Meeting (BSD/MPD/KDN/LRD)   

• Student Support Meeting (NPR/BSD/KSR)    

• Special Educational Needs meeting SENCO, Assistant SENCO, ASD Provision 

Manager (MPD/CLE/HWN)   

• Central Pastoral Meeting (known as the RAG) (All Student Support Team)   

• Behaviour Support and Alternate Educational Provision meeting (BSD/LRD)   

• Full staff bulletin uploaded onto “DocuSign”   

   

A full breakdown of the RAG procedure is outlined in the school Discipline Policy    

   

http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies    

   

At all times the School Manager coordinates appointments for students to meet 

the various external and internal support agencies. We are then able to track 

student progress and evaluate impact of the service provided. We are also fully 

able to log the support given to a student and ensure that all avenues of support 

have been visited.    

   

Informal Protocols for Safeguarding All Students   

   

There is an expectation of all staff to monitor circumstances and assess any potential 

hazardous or damaging situation. In these cases they will be required to use their 

professional judgment and common sense. There are also occasions where a situation 

will not fit a criteria of support laid down in documentation. Therefore we outline a line 

of management that can support the teacher/member of staff. These are relayed in 

flow chart form for:    

 Teenage Pregnancy   Non Child Protection Disclosure  Substance and 

Alcohol Misuse   What to do if – information for children (Poster/list form/Student 

message PowerPoint)    

http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies
http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies
http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies
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Extended Student Support team   

   

• Linda Reed, behaviour support, alternative provision and early intervention officer    

• Carmel Price, School Counsellor.  Resident Monday and Friday of each week   

• Penny Hudson, Independent Careers Advisor   

• Natalie Douglass – Head of RS/PSHE   

• Beth Wright – Head of Geography/Student Support Officer   

• Karen Guy - School Nurse.  Resident Tuesday lunchtime and afternoons   

   

By following these systems and adopting the protocols for individual incidents outlined 

above, we transfer relevant information, share information with appropriate 

stakeholders and ensure that support is swiftly available, suitable and targeted towards 

the student.    

   

Additional curriculum events and activities   

   

“Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure that children are taught about 

safeguarding, including online safety.  Schools should consider this as part of 

providing a broad and balanced curriculum.  This may include covering relevant 

issues through Relationship Education and Relationships and Sex Education and/or 

where delivered, through Personal, Social, Health and Economic education (PSHE)” 

- Keeping Children Safe in Education (2019, amended 2020)   

In addition to the policy and procedures outlined throughout this document we recognise 

the huge benefit and raising of awareness that additional curriculum activities can have 

on the area of safeguarding, children’s feelings of being safe and where support can be 

found.     

   

PSHCE (encompassing SRE)    

   

There is a comprehensive scheme of work for each year group that tackles many 

issues around the theme of safeguarding. These are designed by the Head of 

Citizenship and delivered by teams of tutors and other agencies from the local 

community and Borough Council.    

   

Peer Mentors/Community Mentors   

   

Students in Years 8 and 9 receive training on how to be a peer mentor. Once trained, 

they support individuals and groups of students in Year 7 who are making the transition 

from Primary to Secondary School. They support students in a variety of ways from 

1:1 peer support to assisting groups to navigate the building on induction days and 

support during unstructured times. 

   

Social, Moral, Cultural and Spiritual education (SMSC)    
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Each year group, except Year 11, have 1 day of SMSC in the year that is dedicated to 

them.     

• Year 7 – ‘I am Me’ day   

• Year 8 – ‘Looking After Me’ day    

• Year 9 – ‘Multi Cultural’ day   

• Year 10 – ‘Preparing for Life’ day    

   

These days are organised into carousels of workshops led by community groups, 

individuals, adults other than teachers all with the purpose of developing the SMSC 

awareness of an individual. Many of the workshops such as assertiveness are 

dedicated purely to a safeguarding theme. In addition there is a comprehensive drugs 

awareness education presentation that is delivered by a specialist to all students in 

school.    

   

E Safety    

   

There is extensive education of E safety as co-ordinated through lessons, assemblies 

and by Student Message PowerPoint by the E safety ambassadors Kelly Davidson 

and Nick Gawthorpe. See E safety policy.   

   

Inter-House and End of Term Celebrations   

   

Collaboration and community are central to the ethos of the school and can be 

evidenced by a thriving Inter-house System which runs throughout the year and is 

signposted in the Student Message PowerPoint and by display in the main corridor. 

Celebration and Rewards activities are co-ordinated at the end of each term.   

   

Being Me and Go Girls    

   

Carmel Price/Linda Reed delivers 6 week sessions to pupils on these themes who 

have been identified within the RAG system as ‘vulnerable’. These are bespoke 

sessions called ‘Being Me’ and have been conducted after training from Darlington 

Borough Council for pupils aged 14+. Kelly Davidson, Beth Wright and Natalie 

Douglass conduct a girl’s self-esteem group and positive body image group after 

training from DBC called ‘Go Girls’.   

   

Induction and Training   

   

Keeping Children Safe in Education (2019 amended 2020) states:    

   

“Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure that all staff undergoes safeguarding 

and child protection training (including online safety at induction). The training should 

be regularly updated.  Induction and training should be in line with advice from the local 

three safeguarding partners”.   
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Daily Pastoral Update emails and the weekly Pastoral Bulletin are used to keep staff 

informed about any important developments. Depending on circumstances these may 

be supplemented by specific ‘Important Safeguarding’ correspondence from the 

Designated Safeguarding Lead.    Regular safeguarding update briefings are held 

during staff briefing slots on a Friday morning. 

   

This policy is provided for all staff (including temporary staff and volunteers) at 

induction. In additional all staff are provided with part one of keeping Children Safe in 

Education and the School’s Code of Conduct. Records will be kept that staff have 

read and understood these documents.   

   

Melanie Pitchford keeps up to date training records as well as ensuring all staff 

complete mandatory annual Level 1 Child Protection training, annual WRAP 

awareness training and annual E-Safety awareness training (this is conducted by Kelly 

Davidson and Nick Gawthorpe as E-Safety Ambassadors).    

   

The nominated Director should receive safeguarding training as above and will access 

training from a strategic perspective on a three yearly basis.    

   

The Safeguarding Team will undertake training when they first take up the role and 

that they continue to update their knowledge on an on-going basis and at least every 

2 years or as required by guidance.    

   

Selected members of the Student Support and PSHCE teams have undertaken 

additional safeguarding training (see training list in Safeguarding folder).   

   

It is school policy to look out for further training opportunities and complete as many 

as possible to broaden the Safeguarding team’s awareness of all issues.   

   

The Designated Safeguarding Lead will ensure that all new staff and volunteers are 

appropriately inducted as regards the school’s internal safeguarding procedures and 

communication lines. A summary information booklet is available to be given to staff 

and volunteers to support this process and they are made fully aware of key personnel 

and where to access full copy of the relevant documentation.    

   

The Designated Safeguarding Lead will maintain up to date registers of who has been 

trained and at what level. This can obtained from the Designated Safeguarding Lead 

on request.   

   

Record Keeping   

   

This is completed via CPOMS system or in the event of a network failure staff will be 

asked to record any welfare concern that they have about a child and where 

appropriate complete a safeguarding incident/concern form (with a body map where 

injuries have been observed) Appendix 5, to be passed to the Designated 
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Safeguarding Lead. Records must be completed as soon as possible after the 

incident/event and must be signed and dated.   

   

Incident/concern forms and other records of safeguarding concerns or incidents are 

kept in the safeguarding filing cabinet. This cabinet is locked and kept in a locked room 

in school. Access to this room is co-ordinated by Maria Hall and Ben Sutherland and 

there is a set structure of security for keys to this room and the cabinet.   

   

Safeguarding records are kept centrally and securely by the Designated Safeguarding 

Lead and are shared on a ‘need to know’ basis only. They are held separate from the 

child’s curriculum file.   

   

The Head of School will be kept informed of any significant issues by the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead as are other members of the Safeguarding team. There is a system 

of encrypted e mail by which this process is conducted.    

   

All safeguarding records that need to be transferred to another establishment will be 

forwarded to a child’s subsequent school under confidential and separate cover to the 

new Designated Safeguarding Lead or Head of School.   

   

Allegations against Members of Staff and Volunteers   

   

Hurworth School Response to an allegation made against a member of staff    

   

In all cases where an allegation is made against a member of staff a quick resolution 

of the allegation is a clear priority for the Head of School at Hurworth School. At any 

stage of the proceedings she will seek to eradicate all unnecessary delays.    

   

In response to an allegation staff suspension, including supply staff, is not the default 

option. An individual will only be suspended if there is no reasonable alternative. The 

procedures regarding this decision making process are explained in Keeping 

Children Safe in Education (2019 amended 2020) – part 4.    

   

In the event of an allegation being made against a member of Hurworth School staff 

or supply staff, we will follow guidance set out in Working Together to Safeguard 

Children: A guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare 

of children (2019 amended 2020) Summary procedures can also be found within 

Hurworth School discipline policy and additional specific guidance    

   

http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/children- 

safeguardingboard/professionals/multi-agency-child-protection-procedures/   

   

www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies    

   

Hurworth School will:   
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• Ensure that any allegation is reported to the Head of School or the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead immediately unless that person/s is the subject of the allegation 

in which case it should be reported to the Deputy Lead Officer for Safeguarding or 

Deputy Officers for Safeguarding or next available member of the Leadership Team   

• The school should then appoint a ‘Case Manager’ who will be Ben  

Sutherland/Melanie Pitchford unless this is not appropriate    

• Investigate the allegation in response to the following criteria - 1) Has the person 

behaved in a way that has harmed a child, or may have harmed a child?   2)  Has 

the person possibly committed a criminal offence against or related to a child? Or 

3) Behaved towards a child or children in a way that indicates s/he would pose a 

risk of harm if they worked regularly with children “Keeping Children Safe in 

Education (2019)”   

• If the allegation meets any of the criteria above then it will be reported to the Local 

Authority Designated Officer (LADO/DOLA) within one working day. For Darlington:  

Marian Garland – Safeguarding Boards Business Manager (01325) 406450 

marian.garland@dalington.gov.uk    

   

The role of the LADO is statutory and clear. It is outlined in Working Together to 

Safeguard Children (2019 amended 2020) and is summarised below.    

   

The role of the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO/DOLA) that retains a 

statutory function in supporting safer working practice and the need to:  

Prevent unsuitable people from working with children and young people   

• Promote safe practice and challenge poor and unsafe practice   

• Identify instances in which there are grounds for concern about a child’s welfare 

and to take appropriate action to keep them safe   

• Contribute effective partnership working between all those involved with providing 

services for children    

   

The remit of Local Authority Designated Officer is to:                     

• Be involved in the management and oversight of individual cases   

• Provide advice and guidance to employers and voluntary organisations    

• Liaise with the police and other agencies   

• Monitor the progress of cases to ensure that they are dealt with as quickly as 

possible consistent with a thorough and fair process   

• This person is not responsible for conducting the investigation however they will 

have a strategic oversight of the process. Further guidance can be located at:    

   

http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/children- 

safeguardingboard/professionals/safer-recruitment-and-managing-allegations/   

   

Hurworth School will then follow the advice and procedures according to the 

LADO/DOLA and the relevant guidance documentation.   
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Hurworth School will adhere to all principles as outlined in the Working Together to 

Safeguard Children (2019) and Keeping Children Safe in Education  (2019/20). 

These include:   

• Initial considerations   

• Possible suspension (only where there is/are risk of harm or the possible grounds 

for dismissal as identified by LADO/DOLA)   

• Liaison with LADO/DOLA, Police and CAP as necessary   

• Supporting those involved – pupils, employees, trade unions representatives 

parents or carers etc   

• Ensure confidentiality in terms of reporting restrictions   

• Possible exit arrangements   

• Record Keeping   

• Information sharing    

• Learning lessons    

   

The outcome of any allegation will either be:   

• Substantiated: there is sufficient evidence to prove the allegation   

• Malicious: there is sufficient evidence to disprove the allegation and there has 

been a deliberate act to deceive   

• False: there is sufficient evidence to disprove the allegation   

• Unsubstantiated: there is insufficient evidence to either prove or disprove the 

allegation. The term, therefore, does not imply guilt or innocence.   

• Unfounded: to reflect cases where there is no evidence or proper basis which 

supports the allegation being made.   

   

Pupils that are found to have made malicious allegations are likely to have breached 

the school discipline policy.  In these circumstances the school will consider whether 

to apply appropriate sanctions; these could involve fixed term or permanent exclusion 

(as well as referral to police if there are grounds for believing that a criminal offence 

may have been committed).    

   

Allegations against the Head of School should be reported to the Chair of   

Governors. Staff may also report their concerns directly to police or Designated Officer 

if they believe direct reporting is necessary to secure action   

   

Designated Officers at the Local Authority    

• Marian Garland  

• Joanna Conway  

http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/childrensafeguardingboard/professio

nals/safer-recruitment-and-managing-allegations/   

   

The full procedures for dealing with allegations against staff can be found in Keeping 

Children Safe in Education (2019amended 2020)    

   

Staff, parents and governors are reminded that publication of material that may 

lead to the identification of a teacher who is the subject of an allegation is 
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prohibited by law. Publication includes verbal conversations or writing, 

including content placed on social media sites. We will communicate this to all 

parties.    

   

If Staff have concerns about a colleague or safeguarding practice -   

   

Staff who are concerned about the conduct of a colleague or safeguarding practice 

within the school are undoubtedly placed in a very difficult situation.    

   

All staff must remember that the welfare of the child is paramount and staff should 

feel able to report all concerns about a colleague or the safeguarding practice within 

the school to the Head of School. The school’s confidential reporting procedure 

(whistleblowing procedure) enables staff to raise concerns or allegations in 

confidence and for a sensitive enquiry to take place.    

   

All concerns of poor practice or possible child abuse by colleagues should be 

reported to the Head of School. Complaints about the Head of School should be 

reported to the Chair of Governors.    

   

Staff may also report their concerns directly to Children’s Access Point or the Police if 

they believe direct reporting is necessary to secure action.   

   

Abuse of Position of Trust - Sexual Offences Act 2003   

   

Staff should always maintain appropriate professional boundaries, avoid behaviour 

which could be misinterpreted by others and report and record any such incident.    

   

In addition, staff should understand that it is an offence for a person over the age of 

18 to have a sexual relationship with a person under the age of 18, where that 

person is in a position of trust, even if the relationship is consensual.   

   

This means that any sexual activity between a member of the school staff and a pupil 

under 18 may be a criminal offence, even if that pupil is over the age of consent.    

   

• Staff member does not need to have a direct contact with a pupil   

• Applies to wider staff in school    

   

Whistleblowing    

   

Please see also Whistleblowing Policy   

   

The school recognises the guidance given in Keeping Children Safe in Education 

(2019 amended 2020)    
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Where a staff member feels unable to raise an issue with their employer or feels that 

their genuine concerns are not being addressed, other whistleblowing channels may 

be open to them:    

• The NSPCC whistleblowing helpline is available for staff who do not feel able to raise 

concerns regarding child protection failures internally. Staff can call: 0800 028 0285 – 

line is available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Monday to Friday and Email: 

help@nspcc.org.uk.    

   

Working with Other Agencies   

   

Hurworth School recognises and is committed to its responsibility to work with other 

professionals and agencies both to ensure children’s needs are met and to protect 

them from harm. We will endeavour to identify those children and families who may 

benefit from the intervention and support of external professionals and will seek to 

enable referrals (in discussion with Parents/Carers) as appropriate.   

   

Schools are not the investigating agency when there are child protection concerns and 

thus, the school will pass all relevant cases to the statutory agencies, which we will 

support in undertaking their roles. Staff should understand that alongside this, the 

school may have a crucial role in supporting the child whilst investigations and 

assessments take place.   

   

Hurworth School recognises the importance of multi-agency working and will ensure 

that staff are able to attend relevant safeguarding meetings, including Child Protection 

Conferences, Core Groups, Strategy Meetings, Child in Need meetings.   

   

The School Leadership Team and the Designated Safeguarding Lead have 

established strong and co-operative relationships with relevant professionals in other 

agencies.   

   

Challenge and Escalation    

• We recognise that professional disagreements may arise between any agencies 

and resolving problems is an integral part of co-operation and joint working to 

safeguard children.   

• As part of our responsibility for safeguarding children, we acknowledge that we 

must be prepared to challenge each other if we feel that responses to concerns, 

assessments or the way in which plans are implemented are not safeguarding the 

child and promoting their welfare.   

• We are aware of the safeguarding partner’s escalation procedures for raising 

concerns in respect of poor practice and recognise our responsibility to utilise 

these as and when necessary, in the interests of safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children.   

   

Curriculum and Staying Safe   
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Schools play an essential role in helping children to understand and identify the 

parameters of what is appropriate child and adult behaviour; what is ‘safe’; to recognise 

when they and others close to them are not safe; and how to seek advice and support 

when they are concerned.    

   

Hurworth School will use the curriculum to provide opportunities for increasing self-

awareness, self-esteem, social and emotional understanding, assertiveness and 

decision making so that students have a range of contacts and strategies to ensure 

their own protection and understand the importance of protecting others. Systems 

have been established to support the empowerment of children to talk to a range of 

staff when they are in difficulty and to raise comments, complaints and feedback about 

their school experience. Children at Hurworth School will be listened to and heard and 

their concerns will be taken seriously and acted upon as appropriate.    

   

Specific systems outside of expected day to day classroom interaction and support 

include: School Council; peer mentoring systems; regular feedback 

questionnaires with groups of children; SEAL; Social, Moral and cultural days 

Personal Safety Week and British Values and Collective Worship Statement    

   

Allegations of Abuse made against other Children (Peer on Peer Abuse)    

   

At Hurworth School we recognise the significance of this passage from Keeping 

Children Safe in education (2019):    

   

“All staff should be aware that children can abuse other children (often referred to peer 

on peer abuse).  This is most likely to include, but may not be limited to”:   

• bullying (including cyberbullying)   

• physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling or otherwise 

causing physical harm   

• sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault;   

• sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual 

harassment, which may be stand-alone or part of a broader pattern of abuse   

• upskirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without 

them knowing, with the intention of viewing their genital or buttocks   

• sexting (also known as youth produced sexual imagery) and   

• initiation/hazing type violence and rituals   

   

This must be considered in relation to all other relevant school polices and most 

specifically– Anti-Bullying Policy.    

   

Support programmes for potentially vulnerable pupils groups and potential victims of 

peer on peer abuse are explained in our Discipline (Personal Development, Behaviour 

and Welfare) Policy.    

   

Further clarification can be obtained from the Designated Safeguarding Lead.    
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Children with Disabilities   

   

Please see Single Equality Scheme for details on how we seek to support all pupils 

and their families. Clarification is available from Ben Sutherland.     

   

   

Online Safety   

   

Hurworth School recognises and adheres to the latest guidance from the NSPCC and 

the Home Office:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/online-abuse-

andbullying-preventionguide    

   

“The use of technology has become a significant component of many safeguarding 

issues.  Child sexual exploitation; radicalisation; sexual predation; technology often 

provides the platform that facilitates harm.  An effective approach to online safety 

empowers a school or college to protect and educate the whole school or college 

community in their use of technology and establishes mechanisms to identity intervene 

in and escalate any incident where appropriate” – Keeping Children Safe in Education 

2019.     

   

Hurworth School will ensure a curriculum response to enable all pupils/students to 

learn about and manage the associated risks effectively and will support parents and 

the school community (including all members of staff) to become aware and alert to 

the needs of keeping children safe online.  The breadth of issues classified within 

online safety is considerable, but can be categorised into three areas of risk;   

• content: being exposed to illegal, inappropriate or harmful material e.g. 

pornography, fake news, racist or radical and extremist views;   

• contact: being subjected to harmful online interaction with other users; e.g. 

commercial advertising as well as adults posing as children or young adults;   

• conduct: personal online behaviour that increases the likelihood of, or causes, 

harm e.g. making, sending and receiving explicit images, or online bullying   

   

“Whilst filtering and monitoring is an important part of the online safety picture for 

schools and colleges to consider, it is only one part.  Governors and proprietors should 

consider a whole school or college approach to online safety.  This will include a clear 

policy on the use of mobile technology in the school or college.  Many children have 

unlimited and unrestricted access to the Internet via 3G, 4G & 5G in particular and the 

school and college should carefully consider how this is managed on their premises.  

Whilst it is essential that governing bodies and proprietors ensure that appropriate 

filters and monitoring systems are in place, they should be careful that ‘over blocking’ 

does not lead to unreasonable restrictions as to what children can be taught with 

regard to online teaching and safeguarding” – Keeping Children Safe in Education 

2019.   

   

See Online Safety policy and IT Acceptable User Policy (Swift Academies).   
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Pupils are regularly reminded of these issues through Student Message PowerPoint 

and through regular assemblies.    

   

Supervision and Support   

   

Any member of staff affected by issues arising from concerns for children’s welfare or 

safety can seek support from the Designated Safeguarding Lead.    

   

The Designated Safeguarding Lead can signpost staff and parents to outside agencies 

for professional support if they so wish.   

   

Safe Working Practise   

   

Staff are required to work within clear guidelines on safe working practise/the school’s 

code of conduct and safe school safe staff contained within the safeguarding children 

practise and procedures document.     

   

Safe School, Safe Staff   

   

• Staff working in a one-to-one situation with a pupil should ensure that they are 

positioned so as to be visible and audible to other staff where there may be a 

possibility of misinterpretation of their interaction with a pupil. All staff should ensure 

the privacy and dignity of all pupils, especially during the routines of personal care 

of our pupils   

• School staff work hard to maintain effective partnerships with Parents and Carers, 

and they should be aware that this policy might affect this working relationship at a 

given time. However, we will maintain our commitment to working with parents and 

carers to the benefit of all pupils. Sensitive and supportive handling of these issues, 

whilst affirming that the pupils in our care are our first priority, will help maintain this 

working relationship   

• All staff are required to complete a criminal record bureau (CRB) check or 

Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) Certificate for staff joining from 2013, prior 

to taking up appointment, and to sign a declaration regarding convictions relating 

to the harm of children during their application process. Any member of staff who 

deliberately seeks to mislead the school in respect of this will be subject to 

dismissal   

• All staff are required to attend an in-depth induction session around safeguarding 

/child protection/health and safety matters. All staff acknowledge this training by 

signing and dating the document. A copy of this statement remains within the staff 

personnel file   

• The accessing of social network ICT sites e.g. Twitter, Facebook etc is prohibited 

on the school site   

   

Teachers must not add current pupils to their social networking sites and we 

strongly recommend that teachers do not add former students especially where 

they still have younger siblings or associates in school.    
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Any such contact may be called into question by the Designated Safeguarding Lead 

and/or Head of School and may need to be justified. See Acceptable User Policy for 

more details.    

   

Staff should also be aware of the school’s Discipline (Personal Development, 

Behaviour and Welfare) Policy and Physical Intervention Policies, and any 

physical interventions must be in line with agreed policy and procedure in which 

appropriate training should be provided.    

   

Staff should be particularly aware of the professional risks associated with the use of 

electronic communication (e-mail; mobile phones; texting; social network sites) and 

should familiarise themselves with advice and professional expectations outlined in 

this policy and the guidance documentation and the staff Code of Conduct - ICT 

Acceptable User Policy and E Safety policy.   

   

Communication with Children (including the use of technology)    

   

Staff should ensure that they establish safe and responsible online behaviours, 

working to local and national guidelines and acceptable use policies which detail how 

new and emerging technologies may be used.    

   

Communication with children both in the ‘real’ world and through web based and 

telecommunication interactions should take place within explicit professional 

boundaries. This includes the use of computers, tablets, phones, texts, e-mails, 

instant messages, social media such as Facebook and Twitter, chat-rooms, forums, 

blogs, websites, gaming sites, digital cameras, videos, web-cams and other hand 

held devices. (Given the ever changing world of technology it should be noted that 

this list gives examples only and is not exhaustive.)  This means adults should:   

• not seek to communicate/make contact or respond to contact with pupils outside of 

the purposes of their work    

• not give out their personal details    

• use only equipment and Internet services provided by the school or setting    

• follow their school / setting’s Acceptable Use policy    

• ensure that their use of technologies could not bring their employer into disrepute    

   

Complaints   

   

The school has a complaints procedure available to parents, pupils/students and staff 

who wish to report concerns. This can be found on the school website:    

www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies    

   

All reported concerns will be taken seriously and considered within the relevant and 

appropriate process. Anything that constitutes an allegation against a member of 

staff or volunteer will be dealt with following local authority guidance located at:   

   

http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies
http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies
http://www.hurworthschool.org.uk/policies
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http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/children- 

safeguardingboard/professionals/safer-recruitment-and-managing-allegations/   

   

   

Safer Recruitment   

   

The Single Central Record is maintained in accordance with Keeping Children Safe in 

Education 2019.   

   

We will obtain written confirmation from supply agencies that agency and third party 

staff have been appropriately checked.   

    

The Head of School and CEO of Swift Academies have completed the ‘Safer 

recruitment training’.   

   

Hurworth School is committed to ensure that all steps are taken to recruit staff and 

volunteers who are safe to work with our pupils/students and have their welfare and 

protection as the highest priority. The Board of Directors and School Leadership Team 

are responsible for ensuring that the school follows safe recruitment processes 

outlined within guidance, including accurate maintenance of the Single Central 

Record; and an application, vetting and recruitment process which places 

safeguarding at its centre, regardless of employee or voluntary role.    

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2   

   

Secretary of State Section 128 direction   

   

A section 128 direction prohibits or restricts a person from taking part in the 

management of an independent school, including academies and free school.  A 

person who is prohibited is unable to participate in any management of an independent 

school such as –    

   

• a management position in an independent school, academy or free school as an 

employee   

• a trustee of an academy or free school trust; a governor or member of a proprietor 

body for an independent school; or   

• a governor on any governing body in an independent school, academy, free school 

that retains or has been delegated any management responsibilities   

   

The Secretary of State is able to make directions prohibiting individuals from taking 

part in independent school management under section 128 of the Education and Skills 

Act 2008.  Individuals taking part in ‘management’ may include individuals who are 

members of proprietor bodies and such staff positions as, Headteacher, any teaching 

positions on the senior leadership team, and any teaching position which carry a 

department headship.   

   

http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/children-safeguarding-board/professionals/safer-recruitment-and-managing-allegations/
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/children-safeguarding-board/professionals/safer-recruitment-and-managing-allegations/
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Checks for all prohibitions, sanctions and restrictions can be carried out by logging 

onto the Secure Access Portal via the Teacher Services’ web page –    

   

https://teacherservices.education.gov.uk/   

   

   

The Use of School Premises by Other Organisations   

   

Where services or activities are provided separately by another body using the school 

premises, the Head of School and Board of Directors will seek assurance that the 

organisation concerned has appropriate policies and procedures in place with regard 

to safeguarding children and child protection and that relevant safeguarding checks 

have been made in respect of staff and volunteers. If assurance is not achieved, an 

application to use the premises may be refused.   

   

Security   

   

All staff have a responsibility for maintaining awareness of buildings and grounds 

security and for reporting concerns that may come to light. We operate within a whole- 

school community ethos and welcome comments from pupils/students, Parents/Carers 

and others about areas that may need improvement as well as what we are doing well.    

   

The school will not accept the behaviour of any individual (parent or other) who 

threatens school security or leads others (child or adult) to feel unsafe. Such behaviour 

will be treated as a serious concern and may result in a decision to refuse access for 

that individual to the school site.   

   

Pupils receive a reminder regarding ‘intruders onto site’ by means of the Student 

Message PowerPoint    

   

Safeguarding students against inappropriate adults entering school   

   

Appropriate and comprehensive checks will be undertaken in respect of visitors and 

volunteers coming into school as outlined within guidance. Visitors are expected to 

sign in and out via the school’s electronic system; all visitors must wear and have their 

badge visible whilst on school site. Any individual who is not known or identifiable 

should be challenged for clarification and reassurance. This procedure is coordinated 

by Maria Hall. Selected documents are in appendices of this document. A full 

breakdown of procedures is available in Staff Resources.    

   

   

Roles and responsibilities for key staff to safeguard children against harm from 

visitors to Hurworth School    

   

https://teacherservices.education.gov.uk/
https://teacherservices.education.gov.uk/
https://teacherservices.education.gov.uk/
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• Trust Business Manager (Sarah Jones) will create and maintain a list of agreed 

agencies whose staff have passed through relevant safeguarding checks and are 

appropriate to work with students   

• School Manager will have responsibility for maintaining administrative procedures 

and ensuring they are followed when visitors enter school    

• Designated Safeguarding Lead will have responsibility for developing and 

maintaining systems and protocols for staff to follow in relation to planned visits by 

community/agencies in support of our students’ education. This is delegated to 

Maria Hall   

• Trust Business Manager will have responsibility for ensuring that all temporary 

teaching staff are given documentation and have an awareness of safeguarding 

and child protection procedures on entering school   

• School Manager (Maria Hall) will have responsibility for ensuring that all external 

agency staff who works regularly in school are administered and identified correctly 

and are given documentation and have an awareness of Safeguarding and Child 

Protection Procedures on entering school    

• Designated Safeguarding Lead will have overall responsibility for developing and 

maintaining safeguarding policy and practice within school   

• All external agencies working with students of Hurworth School, regardless of 

profession or role are expected to adhere to Hurworth School’s safeguarding and 

child protection procedure   

   

   

   

Procedures for Safeguarding    

   

We will follow the procedures set out in the document produced by our three 

Safeguarding partner’s and additionally the education guidance regarding child 

protection and more recently advice distributed by Ofsted.   

   

Pre Visit Administration    

   

• All planned events need to be placed on the school calendar at the earliest 

convenience. Where events develop through the academic year they need to be 

agreed with the School Business Manager and at this point time scales for relevant 

administration of the event will be set    

• Once a visit/event is agreed names of participants and their agency/group/or 

business must be given to Sarah Jones on the school’s event form. Where possible, 

this must be returned no later than 2 weeks prior to the event date  • Once the event 

form is received the participant’s appropriateness will be assured and feedback will 

be given to the event leader   

• Any further confirmation e.g. CRB number will be asked for at this stage and it is 

the responsibility of the event leader to obtain this information and pass it to Trust 

Business Manager prior to the event date   

• Once all this information is obtained and Trust Business Manager is satisfied that 

all procedures have been followed and exercised correctly, the event will be 



49   

   

approved and a copy of the event form will be passed to School Manager no later 

than 24 hours prior to the event    

   

Day of the Visit Administration     

   

• On the day of the event a copy of the event form will be held on the reception desk     

• Administrative assistant on duty will meet visitors as they enter school and take 

name, proof of identification and then issue them with a visitors badge and ask 

them to remain in the reception waiting area until the event leader collects them to 

take them to their working destination   

• If no proof of identification is given and/or the visitor is not listed on the event form 

they will not be permitted to enter school and they will be asked to leave the 

premises unless clarification of the visitors need to be in school is gained via the 

event leader   

• At the end of the event the event leader or nominated person must escort the visitor 

to reception where they will be formally signed out. Administrative assistant on duty 

will complete this procedure   

• No visitor is permitted to use their personal mobile phone while on the school’s 

premises   

   

Unplanned Visits by Public/Parents/Agencies   

   

Where someone arrives without prior warning the following system must be followed:  

• The visitor will be asked to sign in at the main office via the school’s electronic system.  

A name will be recorded and the nature of the visit/or the person to be visited will be 

asked for (Proof of identification will be requested if at any point during the visit the 

person will be unaccompanied)    

• The visitor will then be issued with a visitor’s badge and asked to remain in the 

reception waiting area until the person they are asking to meet comes and meets 

them in reception     

• If the member of staff is to be located then a member of the administrative team 

will perform this duty whilst another member of staff remains on reception duty    

• At the end of the visit the member of staff meeting the visitor will be escorted to the 

reception area and formally signed out of the building   

• There are occasions where students who have recently left the school due to age 

or circumstance return to pick up work/meet staff/gain references etc. At these 

times each person signs in and is issued with a visitor badge and the nature of their 

visit is recorded. These students are not supervised. Any students where there has 

been prior or current concern over conduct/intent will be asked to remain in 

reception and the member of staff called to meet them. They are not to be permitted 

into school without supervision; this is at the discretion of the Leadership Team. 

Where clarification is required Administrative personnel will check with the Head of 

School or Designated Safeguarding Lead   

   

If there is only one person in the office then the visitor must wait until another 

member of staff is available to locate the nominated member of staff who the 
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visitor wishes to meet. It is unacceptable for a visitor to be left in reception 

without being supervised from the office area.    

   

Unplanned or short notice visits by Local Authority members, other educational 

establishment workers   

   

In these situations where it can be difficult or impossible to notify staff prior to the visit 

then the following procedures will apply.    

   

• The visitor will be asked to sign in at the office. A name will be recorded and the 

nature of the visit/or the person to be visited will be asked for. Proof of identification 

will be supplied and name of their home school/agency    

• The visitor will then be issued with a visitor’s badge and asked to remain in the 

reception waiting area until the person they are asking to meet comes and meets 

them in reception   

• If the member of staff is to be located then a member of the administrative will 

perform this duty whilst another member of staff remains on reception duty   

• At the end of the visit the member of staff seeing the visitor will escort him/her to 

the reception area and be formally signed out of the building by a member of the 

administrative team   

• If the visitor wishes to meet students or it is decided during the meeting that it would 

be appropriate for them to be taken around the school by students then this can 

occur as long as identification has been noted     

• Should a member of staff welcome their own visitor to school then the office staff 

must still record the visitor into school via the visitor’s book, however, responsibility 

for identification/visit verification lies with the hosting member of staff    

   

If at any time we are unsure of the identification of the visitor or we are unclear 

in our judgement of suitability of the individual or group of visitors, they will not 

be allowed to be with students unaccompanied by an appropriate adult.    

   

If at any point in the visit a member of staff has concerns as to the nature, 

identification, action of the individual or group they must notify lead officers for 

safeguarding immediately.    

   

There is a clear colour coding system in place for all Adults on site:    

   

Green Lanyard: These are Level 3 Hurworth School designated staff as outlined in 

this document    

   

Grey Lanyard: These are employees of Hurworth School with appropriate CRB/ DBS 

clearance   

   

Blue Lanyard: School Governors with appropriate CRB/DBS clearance    
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Yellow Lanyard: These are regular contractors and visitors with appropriate clearance 

e.g. A multi-agency partner    

   

Red Lanyard: These are adults about which Hurworth School do not have evidence 

to say that they have clearance to work unsupervised with children through   

CRB/DBS    

   

If any member of staff wearing a green or grey lanyard sees a visitor with a red 

lanyard unsupervised by a member of staff with a green or grey lanyard they 

must challenge this person    

   

Monitoring and Evaluation   

Our Safeguarding Children policy and procedures will be monitored and evaluated by:   

• Completion safeguarding report to the Governing Body   

• Pupil surveys and questionnaires   

• Discussions with children and staff   

• Scrutiny of data and risk assessments   

• Scrutiny of the school's single central record of recruitment checks   

• Monitoring of logs of bullying/racist/behaviour incidents and PPI records   

• Supervision of staff involved in child protection   

• Case file audits undertaken by the Designated Safeguarding Lead   

• Advice from DBC and/or safeguarding partners as part of commitment to working 

with colleagues    

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

APPENDIX 1 -   DEFINITIONS OF ABUSE taken directly from ‘Keeping Children 

Safe in Education’ (2019)    

   

Abuse and Neglect    

   

Knowing what to look for is vital to the early identification of abuse and neglect.  All 

staff should be aware of indicators of abuse and neglect so that they are able to identify 

cases of children who may be need of help or protection.  If staff are unsure, they 

should always speak to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (or Deputy).   
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All school and college staff should be aware that abuse, neglect and safeguarding 

issues are rarely stand-alone events that can be covered by one definition or label.  In 

most cases, multiple issues will overlap with one another.   

   

 Abuse: a form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by 

inflicting harm or by failing to act to prevent harm. Children may be abused in a family 

or in an institutional or community setting by those known to them or, more rarely, by 

others.  Abuse can take place wholly online, or technology may be used to facilitate 

offline abuse. Children may be abused by an adult or adults or by another child or 

children.    

   

Physical Abuse: a form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, 

poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical 

harm to a child. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer fabricates 

the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child.   

   

Emotional Abuse: the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause 

severe and adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve 

conveying to a child that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only 

insofar as they meet the needs of another person. It may include not giving the child 

opportunities to express their views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of what 

they say or how they communicate. It may feature age or developmentally 

inappropriate expectations being imposed on children. These may include interactions 

that are beyond a child’s developmental capability as well as overprotection and 

limitation of exploration and learning, or preventing the child participating in normal 

social interaction. It may involve seeing or hearing the illtreatment of another. It may 

involve serious bullying (including cyberbullying), causing children frequently to feel 

frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of 

emotional abuse is involved in all types of maltreatment of a child, although it may 

occur alone.    

   

Sexual Abuse: involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in 

sexual activities, not necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the 

child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical contact, 

including assault by penetration (for example rape or oral sex) or non-penetrative acts 

such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing and touching outside of clothing. They may also 

include non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the 

production of, sexual images, watching sexual activities, encouraging children to 

behave in sexually inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in preparation for abuse 

(including via the internet). Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by adult males. 

Women can also commit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children.   

   

Neglect: the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological 

needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. 

Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result of maternal substance abuse. Once 

a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to: provide adequate food, 

clothing and shelter (including exclusion from home or abandonment); protect a child 



53   

   

from physical and emotional harm or danger; ensure adequate supervision (including 

the use of inadequate care-givers); or ensure access to appropriate medical care or 

treatment. It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic 

emotional needs.   

   

It is important that school or college staff are aware of sexual violence and the fact 

children can, and sometimes do, abuse their peers in this way.  When referring to 

sexual violence we are referring to sexual violence offences under the Sexual Offences 

Act 2003 as described below:   

   

Rape: A person (A) commits an offence of rape if: he intentionally penetrates the 

vagina, anus or mouth of another person (B) with his penis, B does not consent to the 

penetration and A does not reasonably believe that B consents.   

   

Assault by Penetration: A person (A) commits an offence if: s/he intentionally 

penetrates the vagina or anus of another person (B) with a part of her/his body or 

anything else, the penetration is sexual, B does not consent to the penetration and A 

does not reasonably believe that B consents.   

   

Sexual Assault: A person (A) commits an offence of sexual assault if: s/he intentionally 

touches another person (B), the touching is sexual, B does not consent to the touching 

and A does not reasonably believe that B consents.   

   

What is Consent? Consent is about having the freedom and capacity to choose.   

Consent to sexual activity may be given to one sort of sexual activity but not another, 

e.g. to vaginal but not anal sex or penetration with conditions, such as wearing a 

condom.  Consent can be withdrawn at any time during sexual activity and each time 

activity occurs.  Someone consents to vaginal, anal or oral penetration only if s/he 

agrees by choice to that penetration and has the freedom and capacity to make that 

choice.   

   

Additional Relevant Information    

   

Safeguarding   

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined as:-   

Protecting children from maltreatment   

• Preventing impairment of children’s health or development   

• Ensuring that children are growing up in circumstances consistent with the 

provision of safe and effective care   

• And taking action to enable all children to have the best life chances   

   

   

Child Protection   
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Part of safeguarding and promoting welfare. This refers to the activity that is 

undertaken to protect specific children who are suffering, or are likely to suffer, 

significant harm.    

   

Please note – a child is anyone under the age of 18.   

   

What is abuse? - A form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or 

neglect a child by inflicting harm, or by failing to act to prevent harm.  The NSPCC 

define child abuse as:-   

   

“Child abuse consists of anything which individuals, institutions or processes 

do or fail to do which directly harms children or damages their prospects of a 

safe and healthy development into adulthood”   

   

The term “Child Abuse” does not enter into legislative talk. Rather, the term 

“significant harm” is used to define when a child is in need of protection from ill 

treatment. A child may be at risk or suffering actual significant harm.   

   

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) – this is a form of child sexual abuse.  It occurs 

where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, 

manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into sexual 

activity (a) in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the 

financial advantage or increased status of the perpetrator or facilitator.  The victim 

may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears consensual.  

CSE does not always involve physical contact, it can occur through the use of 

technology.  CSE –   

   

• can affect any child or young person (male or female) under the age of 18 years, 

including 16 and 17 year olds who can legally consent to have sex   

• can still be abuse even if the sexual activity appears consensual   

• can include both contact (penetrative and non-penetrative acts) and non-contact 

sexual activity   

• can take place in person or via technology, or a combination of both   

• can involve force and/or enticement-based methods of compliance and may, or 

may not, be accompanied by violence or threats of violence   

• may occur without the child or young person’s immediate knowledge (e.g.   

through others copying videos or images they have created and posted on social 

media)   

• can be perpetrated by individuals or groups, males or females, and children or 

adults.  The abuse can be a one-off occurrence or a series of incidents over time 

and range from opportunistic to complex organised abuse and is typified by some 

form of power imbalance in favour of those perpetrating the abuse.  Whilst age  may 

be the most obvious, this power imbalance can also be due to a range of other 

factors including gender, sexual identity, cognitive ability, physical strength, status, 

and access to economic or other resources   
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Possible Signs and Indictors of CSE –    

   

• children who appear with unexplained gifts or new possessions   

• children who associate with other young people involved in exploitation   

• children who have older boyfriends or girlfriends   

• children who suffer from sexually transmitted infections and become pregnant   

• children who suffer from changes in emotional well-being   

• children who misuse drugs and alcohol   

• children who go missing for periods of time or regularly come home late   

• children who regularly miss school or education or do not take part in education   

   

New specific safeguarding issues (KSCIE 2019/20) -  

   

Honour-based Abuse (HBA) – encompasses incidents or crimes which have been 

committed to protect or defend the honour of the family and/or the community, 

including female genital mutilation (FGM see below), forced marriage, and practices 

such as breast ironing.  HBA often involves the wider community and therefore there 

may be more than one perpetrator.  All forms of HBA are abuse.  Staff who have 

concerns over children who may have experienced HBA or are at risk of HBA need 

to speak to the designated safeguarding lead or deputy immediately to ensure 

safeguarding procedures are implemented.   

   

Forced Marriage – a forced marriage is one entered into without the full and free 

consent of one or both parties and where violence, threats or any other form of 

coercion is used to a cause a person to enter into a marriage – it is therefore illegal 

in England and Wales.  Some communities use religion and culture as a way to 

coerce a person into marriage.  The Forced Marriage Unit (020 7008 0151) 

(fmu@fco.gov.uk) has produced statutory guidance for schools to allow them to play 

an important part in safeguarding children from forced marriage.   

   

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) – this comprises all procedures involving partial or 

total removal of the external female genitalia or other injury to the female genital 

organs.   There is a specific legal duty on all teachers to report an act of FGM on a 

girl who is under the age of 18 directly to the Police.  Section 5B of the FGM Act 

2003 places a statutory duty upon all teachers along with health care professionals in 

England and Wales to report FGM cases.  Teachers must personally report to the 

Police cases where they discover that an act of FGM appears to have been 

carried out.  Although it is the responsibility of the individual teacher to report any 

FGM cases, they should still consider and discuss any such case with the 

designated safeguarding lead or deputy.    

   

Children Missing from Education - All children are entitled to a full-time education, 

regardless of their circumstances. Unfortunately, children missing education (CME) 

risk underachieving, being victims of abuse, and not being in education, employment 
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or training (NEET) in later life.  A CME is defined as a child or young person of 

compulsory academy age who is not attending school, not placed in alternative 

provision by an LA, and who is not receiving a suitable education elsewhere. This 

definition also includes children who are receiving an education, but one that is not 

suitable; this could include children who are not receiving full-time education suitable 

to their needs, e.g. age, ability, aptitude, special educational needs and disabilities 

(SEND).  CME can be a warning sign of a range of safeguarding possibilities.  

Abuse, neglect, CSE and criminal exploitation could be examples of the 

safeguarding issues. CME could indicate mental health problems, risk of substance 

abuse, risk of travelling to conflict zones, risk of FGM or risk of forced marriage.  

Poor attendance and/or attendance issues are raised in weekly RAG pastoral 

meetings.  Referrals to the CAP will be made by the school’s attendance officer 

following the weekly RAG meeting.   

   

Children and the court system – children are sometimes required to give evidence 

in criminal courts, either for crimes committed against them or for crimes they have 

witnessed.  There are two age group guides to support the children (5-11 year olds & 

12-17 year olds).  Each guide explains each step of the process and support for the 

children.  Video links and diagrams illustrating the courtroom structure are part of the 

guides.   

   

Children with family members in prison – NICCO (National Information Centre on 

Children of Offenders) provides information designed to support professionals 

working with offenders and their children, to help mitigate negative consequences for 

those children.   

   

Child Criminal Exploitation: County Lines - drug networks or gangs groom and 

exploit children and young people to carry drugs and money from urban areas to 

suburban and rural areas, market and seaside towns. County Line Exploitation –   

   

• can affect any child or young person (male or female) under the age of 18 years   

• can affect any vulnerable adult over the age of 18 years   

• can still be exploitation even if the activity appears consensual   

• can involve force and/or enticement-based methods of compliance and is often 

accompanied by violence or threats of violence   

• can be perpetrated by individuals or groups, makes or females, and young people or 

adults   

• is typified by some of form of power imbalance in favour of those perpetrating the 

exploitation.  Whilst age may be the most obvious, this power imbalance can also be 

due to a range of other factors including gender, cognitive ability, physical strength, 

status, and access to economic or other resources   

   

Homelessness – being homeless or being at risk of becoming homeless presents a 

real risk to a child’s welfare.  The Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 places a new 

legal duty on English Councils so that everyone who is homeless or at risk of 

homelessness will have access to meaningful help.  The Homeless Reduction Act 

Factsheet highlights the need for early intervention to help reduce the possibility of 
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homelessness crisis.  The designated safeguarding lead and deputy are aware of 

contact details and the referral routes available to them to the Local Housing 

Authority. The main risk of homelessness indicators are –    

   

• household debt   

• rent arrears   

• domestic abuse   

• anti-social behaviour   

   

Children’s services (working with the school’s designated safeguarding lead and 

deputies) will be the main lead for those children aged 16 or 17 who are living 

independently from their parents or guardians.   

   

Private Fostering occurs when a child under the age of 16 (under 18 if disabled) is 

provided with care and accommodation by a person who is not a parent, person 

parental responsibility for them or a relative in their own home.  A child is not 

privately fostered if the person caring for and accommodating them has done so for 

less than 28 days and does not intend to do so for longer.  Such arrangements may 

come to the attention of school staff through the normal course of their interaction, 

and promotion of learning activities, with children.   

   

The school or college should then notify the local authority to allow the local authority 

to check the arrangement is suitable and safe for the child.  The following link gives 

further details on private fostering –  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-act-1989-private-fostering   

   

Grooming is when someone builds a relationship with a child to gain their trust for the 

purposes of sexual abuse or exploitation.   

Children and young people can be groomed online or in the real world, by a stranger 

or by someone they know – for example a family member, friend or professional. 

Groomer may be female or male. They can be any age. Many children and young 

people don’t understand that they have been groomed; or that what has happened is 

abuse.    

   

Position of Trust   

The age of consent for sexual activity is 18 years old if you are in a position of trust 

over that child. This is written in the Sexual Offences Act 2003.    

   

Links for guidance on signs and indicators of abuse   

What to do if you’re worried a child is being abused   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-worried-achildis-

being-abused--2   

The Safeguarding team in Hurworth School always uses the Continuum of Need 

which has been produced by Darlington Borough Council -    
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https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2559/darlington-continuum-of-

need_april2017final.pdf   

   

Links to specific safeguarding issues   

   

http://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/local-safeguarding- 

childrenboard/professionals-and-volunteers/policy,-procedures-and-guidance/   

   

 abuse https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-worried-a- 

childis-being-abused--2   

   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac  

hment_data/file/419604/What_to_do_if_you_re_worried_a_child_is_being_abuse 

d.pdf   

   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac  

hment_data/file/175437/Action_Plan_-_Abuse_linked_to_Faith_or_Belief.pdf   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/disrespect-nobody-campaign   

   

    bullying including cyberbullying   

     https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-and-tackling-bullying         

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-

neglect/bullyingandcyberbullying/legislation-policy-and-guidance/   

   

• child missing from education (CME)  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-missing-education   

   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac  

hment_data/file/550416/Children_Missing_Education_-_statutory_guidance.pdf   

   

   

• child missing from home or care 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-who-run-away-or-

gomissingfrom-home-or-care   

   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac  

hment_data/file/307867/Statutory_Guidance_-_Missing_from_care__3_.pdf   

   

• child sexual exploitation (CSE) County Lines/Trafficking  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-you-suspect-a-childisbeing-

sexually-exploited    

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-sexual-exploitation- 

definitionand-guide-for-practitioners   
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/county-lines-criminal-exploitation- 

ofchildren-and-vulnerable-adults   

   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/att  

achment_data/file/626770/6_3505_HO_Child_exploitation_FINAL_web__2_.pdf   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-who-mayhave- 

been-trafficked-practice-guidance   

   

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and- 

neglect/childtrafficking/   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-whomayhave-

been-trafficked-practice-guidance   

   

• children and the courts https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youngwitness-

booklet-for-12-to-17year-olds   

   

• children with family members in prison 

http://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/press_releases.htm?ref=129263   

   

    drugs   

     https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drugs-advice-for-schools   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drug-strategy-2017   

   

https://mentoruk.org.uk/programmes/adepis/   

   

https://www.talktofrank.com/   

   

• faith abuse  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-action-plan-

totackle-childabuse-linked-to-faith-or-belief    

   

• female genital mutilation (FGM) https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multi-

agency-statutory-guidanceonfemale-genital-mutilation   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/female-genital-mutilation- 

resourcepack/female-genital-mutilation-resource-pack   

   

• forced marriage        https://www.gov.uk/forced-marriage    

      health & Well-being (fabricated illness/mental health)    

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-mental-health-

strategyforengland    

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-behaviour- 

inschools--2   
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whomillness-is-fabricated-or-induced   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-pupils-at-school- 

withmedical-conditions--3   

   

    homelessness   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homelessness-code-of-guidance-for-localauthorities   

   

    private fostering   

     https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-act-1989-private-fostering    

   

    radicalisation    
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https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/ending-violence-against-women-andgirls- 

in-the-uk   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategy-to-end-violence- 

againstwomen-and-girls-2016-to-2020   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/violence-against-women-and- 

girlsnational-statement-of-expectations   

   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and- 

sexualharassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/serious-violence-strategy   
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Switch team referral    

   

Substance Misuse Referral Form for Young People in   

Darlington    

Tel: 01325 267230, Fax: 01325 267234   
(please complete all boxes)   

   

   

Section A: Details of young 

person   

   Details of person completing screening tool 

and referral   

Name    

   

   Name &   

Position   

   

Date of birth/age      Organisation 

and telephone 

number   

   

Gender   

   

   Date of referral      

Ethnicity   

   

   Date received by 

Switch   

   

Address (that 

Switch can write  

to)   

   

   

Referral Process Agreement   

Telephone no. that 

Switch can use   

   Does the young person Yes    

No    consent to this referral?   

Name of education 

or training 

provision   

   Young person signature confirming their consent to 
this referral:   
   

Telephone      Parent/Carer consent to, and involvement in, the 

treatment of young people will be sought 

immediately by Switch based on the young 

person’s age and assessed level of competency.   

Name of Doctor   

   

   

Telephone   
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How would the young person prefer us to contact them?   

   

Mobile    Home telephone         Text       Email      Letter     

   

Comments:   

   

   

   

 
   

Section B: How to access Switch   
   

Alcohol: if the young person is using alcohol complete Section D of this form, the AUDIT C tool, to 

determine the next steps.   

Cannabis: Please complete this statement, ‘This young person requires specialist care-planned 

intervention from Switch for Cannabis use because:   
   

     
Consider their age, frequency and amount of current use and describe how this is resulting in social, educational, financial,   
psychological, physical or legal problems. If these problems are not evident, consider delivering a targeted response. If you’re not sure, 

please call us and discuss with the team. Complete section C as required.   

All other substances: Refer directly to Switch if a young person meets any one or 
more of the following (tick all that apply):   

      

is struggling to cut down or stop using substances      

is under 13 and reports any drug misuse       

is misusing substances and has mental health issues      

    

Where would the young person prefer to be assessed?    

    

Beaumont Street (Switch office)                             School                             Home           

    

Other (please specify)    

    

    

    

    



68   

   

is offending in order to fund substance misuse      

is using any ‘legal high’      

Is using any Class A drug, i.e Heroin, Crack, Cocaine, Ecstasy etc      

is misusing prescription drugs      

is misusing steroids      

reports any use of volatile substances i.e. gas, glue, lighter fluid etc.      

Is injecting drugs     

   

Section C: Please give any additional information here. Consider relevant risk and protective  

factors and describe what you know of the young person’s substance misuse.   

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

Key risk and protective factors:    
e.g. risk: Accommodation, Family, Support, Health problems, Mental Health, Pregnancy, neighbourhood, lifestyle, attitudes and 
motivation, Violence/Crime, not in education, employment or training, other.   
e.g. protective: ETE, qualifications, positive peers / friends, ambition, direction, resilience, supportive family, professional support (e.g. 
social services, midwifery, school staff), community support, other.   

   

Submit your referral:   

Save with a password and email to: switchteam@darlington.gcsx.gov.uk (paper copies must 

follow).    

or post to: Switch, Beaumont Street West, Darlington, DL1 5SX   

   

or Fax to: 01325 267234   

   

Referrals will be acknowledged upon receipt and allocated within one working day if thought acute, 5 

working days for all other cases. Please contact us if you are unsure about any aspect of this 

referral. Tel: 01325 267240   

   
   

Section D                                     AUDIT – C screening for alcohol   
  

   

Questions   

  
 Scoring system   

 
 

Your 

score  0   1   2   3   4   
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1. How often do you have a drink 

containing alcohol?   
Never   

Monthly 

or less   

2 - 4 

times 

per 

month   

2 - 3 

times 

per 

week   

4+ 

times 

per 

week   

   

2. How many units of alcohol do you 

drink on a typical day when you are 

drinking?   
1 -2   3 - 4   5 - 6   7 – 9   10+      

3. How often have you had 6 or more 

units if female, or 8 or more if male, 

on a single occasion in the last year?   
Never   

Less 

than 

monthly  
Monthly   

  

Weekly   

Daily 
or   

almost 

daily   

   

Total:   

   

   

   

   
For information only:   
ALCOPOPS   
275ml bottle of 5.5% alcopops = 1.5 units   
750ml bottle of 5.5% alcopops = 4 units   

   
WINE                BEER   
175ml glass of 12% wine = 2 units          pint of 3 – 3.5% normal strength beer = 2 units   

750ml bottle of 12% wine = 9 units.      pint of 5.2% lager = 3 units   
750ml bottle of 13.5% wine = 10.25 units   

                  
CIDER & PERRY   
pint of 6% cider = 3.5 units   
500ml can of 5% cider = 2.5 units.   

440ml can of 5.3% lager = 1.75 units   
440ml can of 9.5% lager = 4.25 units   

   Score from questions 1-3   

1 - 2 (lowest 

risk)   3 - 4    5 or over   

Age 

under  

13   

Deliver Alcohol 

Education   

Deliver Alcohol  

Education   

Refer to SWITCH   

Age 13,   

14, or   

15   

complete questions 4-10 overleaf   

Age 16 

or 17   

Deliver Alcohol Education   complete questions 4-10 overleaf   



70   

   

litre bottle of 5% cider -= 5 units    litre bottle of 7.5% cider = 7.5 units 500ml  
can of 7.5% cider = 3.75 units.  3 litre bottle of 7.5% cider = 22.5 units     

SPIRITS  single measure (25ml) 40% 

spirits = 1 unit   
350ml bottle of 37.5% spirits = 13.25 units ie vodka   
700ml bottle = 26.5 units 
litre bottle = 37.5 units   
187.5ml bottle of 40% spirits = 7.5 units ie whisky, brandy, dark rum   

200ml bottle = 8 units   350ml bottle = 14 units 700ml bottle = 28 units. litre bottle = 40 units   

   

   

   

   

Questions   

  Scoring system     Your 

score   

0   1   2   3   4   

4. How often during the last 

year have you found that you 

were not able to stop drinking 

once you had started?   

Never   
Less than 

monthly   
Monthly   Weekly   

Daily or 

almost 

daily   
   

5. How often during the last 

year have you failed to do 

what was normally expected 

from you because of your 

drinking?   

Never   
Less than 

monthly   
Monthly   Weekly   

Daily or 

almost 

daily   
   

6. How often during the last 

year have you needed an   Never   
Less than 

monthly   Monthly   Weekly   
Daily or 

almost      

alcoholic drink in the morning 

to get yourself going after a 

heavy drinking session?   

        daily     

7. How often during the last 

year have you had a feeling of 

guilt or remorse after 

drinking?   

Never   
Less than 

monthly   
Monthly   Weekly   

Daily or 

almost 

daily   
   

8. How often during the last 

year have you been unable to 

remember what happened the 

night before because you had 

been drinking?   

Never   
Less than 

monthly   
Monthly   Weekly   

Daily or 

almost 

daily   
   

9. Have you or somebody else 

been injured as a result of 

your drinking?   
No      

Yes, but  

not in   
the last 

year   

   

Yes, 

during   
the last 

year   

   

10. Has a relative or friend, 

doctor or other health worker 

been concerned about your 

drinking or suggested that 

you cut down?   

No      

Yes, but 

not in   
the last 

year   

   

Yes, 

during   
the last 

year   
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What to do next: Use the chart below to check whether you need to: offer simple 

education about alcohol, or deliver a more in depth brief advice session (IBA) tailored 

to the young person’s drinking, or refer to SWITCH. Also consider CAF and a 

request for support through your local area Early Intervention and Prevention team.   

   
   

   Total Score from all 10 questions (where required)   

1-2 (lowest 

risk)   

3-7 8-15 (increasing 16 – 20 (higher risk)   

(lower risk)   

risk)   

Age 

under  

13   

Deliver Alcohol 

Education   

Refer to SWITCH   

Age 13,   

14, or   

15   

Deliver Alcohol 

Education   

Deliver  

IBA   

Refer to SWITCH   

Age 16 

or 17   

Deliver Alcohol Education   Deliver IBA   Refer to SWITCH   
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New Ofsted Education Inspection Framework September 2019    

Safeguarding   

   

• Safeguarding won’t be graded specifically in the new framework but will be 

referenced in Leadership and Management section of the inspection report.   

   

• Inspectors will be looking for a culture of safeguarding that supports effective 

arrangement to:   

 Identify children who may need early help or are at risk of neglect, abuse, 

grooming or exploitation    

 Help prevent abuse by raising awareness among children and learners of 

safeguarding risks and how and where to get help and support if they need it    

 Help those children who are at risk of abuse and need early help or statutory 

social care involvement, keeping accurate records, making timely referrals where 

necessary and working with other agencies to ensure that children and learners get 

the help and support they need.   

 Manage allegations about adults who may be a risk, and check the 

suitability of staff to work with children, learners and vulnerable adults.    

   

• Governors are responsible for ensuring that the school fulfils its statutory duties. 

Inspectors will consider whether governors are fulfilling this responsibility. Page 66, 

67 (KCSIE 2019)   

On day of inspection schools must make the following available:   

• Single Central Record   

• A list of safeguarding referrals made to the DSL.   

• A list of referrals that have been referred to the local authority, along with a brief 

resolution.   

• List of pupils whose cases are open to Children Services or a multi-agency plan   

(EHA’s).   

• Records and analysis of sexual violence and sexual harassment.   

• Records and analysis of bullying, discriminatory and prejudice behaviour including 

racist, sexist, disability and homophobic/biphobic/transphobic bullying.    

• Records and analysis of exclusions, pupils taken off roll incidents of poor behaviour 

and use of internal isolation.    

Behaviour/Exclusion   

Focus: How is behaviour managed and strategies that the school has developed / 

alternative strategies to exclusion.    

Inspectors will look for evidence that schools have taking into account safeguarding 

risks to a pupil who may be excluded.   

   

Alternative Provision   

Inspectors will assess safeguarding procedures for children in alternative provision, 

including behaviour and attendance. Inspectors may visit settings.    
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Inspecting safeguarding in early years, education and skills guidance has been 

updated in line with Keeping Children Safe in Education 2019.   

   

Definitions of safeguarding has been revised and includes:    

   

County Lines   

Ofsted definition of ‘County Lines’: ‘situations where children may be trafficked within 

England for the purpose of criminal exploitation by urban gangs that supply drugs to 

suburban areas, market or coastal towns and/ or other urban areas.   

Check what staff training has been access. Is Criminal Exploitation and County Lines 

included in the school policy and child protection procedure?    

Peer on Peer Abuse, Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment – how this is being 

dealt with in school included in child protection and safeguarding policy. Staff’s 

understanding on how to handle reports of sexual violence and harassment between 

children, both on and outside school premises.   

Inspector will check that this training has taken place and that staff know that to do.   

   

The signs of successful safeguarding arrangements updated and includes the 

following:    

   

Inspectors will look for evidence of the following:    

   

Risks from Technology    

Adults understanding the risks associated with using technology including social 

media, bullying, grooming, exploiting, radicalising or abusing children.     

Risks specified as: online bullying; the risks of being groomed online for exploitation 

or radicalisation; and risks of accessing and generating inappropriate content, for 

example ‘sexting’   

   

Poor Behaviour   

Adults understanding that children’s poor behaviour may be a sign that they are 

suffering harm or that they have been traumatised by abuse. Does your school have 

a system in place so that behaviour causing concern is screened for possible abuse 

or trauma?    

   

Peer on Peer Abuse   

In cases of peer on per abuse, staff consider what support might be need for the 

perpetrators as well as the victims.    

   

Contextual Safeguarding    

Adults consider risks outside the home such as sexual and or criminal exploitation, 

radicalisation, bullying and children going missing. Impact on the child.    
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Mental Health   

Staff identify pupils who may need support with their mental health and that children 

are supported to understand what constitutes a healthy relationship both on and 

offline and to recognised risk.    

Safeguarding for a planned event    

   

   

   

Safeguarding    

Planned School Event   

   

When organising a school event in school, which involves visitors being 

invited into school. Use this guidance to help decide the category of visitor 

and this should dictate the action that is needed.   
   

One-off visitor   

(such as speaking in 
assembly, university   

tutor)   

Regular 
Volunteer   

(such as a parent 

volunteer)   

Large events    

(such SMSC and   

Careers events)   
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 Inform the office 
that the visitor is 
coming.   

 Need to sign in at 
the school office.   

 Be made aware 
H&S.   

 Wear a visitor’s 
badge at all times.    

 Supervised at all 

times by staff.   

   

 Need to be 
registered as a 
member of 
Hurworth Staff 
(voluntary).   

 Contact SJS for 
forms.   

 Treat as a oneoff 
visitor until   
CRB/DBS  

clearance received.   

   

 Complete the 

Safeguarding – 
Planned School 

Event form.   
 Email providers for 

their CRB 
information in 
advance (Number, 
issue date and 
issuing authority.   

 Once forms 
completed, pass to 
SJS - at least  
7 days in advance 
of activity.   

 Inform the office of 
the event.   

 Visitor to provide 

Photo ID at School 

office on arrival.   

Any questions or queries please contact BSD or SJS for more details.   
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Safeguarding file for 

planned school 

event  



 

   

   

Event information    

   

 Event                 

   

 Event date                 

         

 Lead member of staff                    

  Date for event form to be handed to SJS  
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Safeguarding Checklist – Visitors in School    
   

 Event and Date :                                                
   

 Event Leader /Responsible Person                                       
               

   

Section A – to be completed by event leader    

   

   

Section B – to be completed by Admin staff    

   
Name of Visitor 

coming into school   

   
Employer  and/or 

registered   
body that issued  

CRB   

   

   
Standard or 

enhanced CRB  

   

   
Issue date and 

number   

   
Photo ID Provided   

 (inc. driving 
licence/passport   
number if used)   

   

   
  Evidenced by   

 & Date   

   
H&S   

Guidelines cited   

   
   
   

                   

   
   
   

                  

   
   
   

                  

   
   
   

                  

  



 

   
   
   

                  

  

   

Section A – to be completed by event leader    

   

   

Section B – to be completed by Admin staff    

   
Name of Visitor 

coming into school   

   
Employer and/or 

registered   
body that issued  

CRB   

   

   
Standard or 

enhanced CRB  

   
Issue date and 

number   

   
Photo ID Provided   

 (inc. driving 
licence/passport   
number if used)   

   

   
  Evidenced by   

 & Date   

   
H&S   

Guidelines cited   

   
   
   

                   

   
   
   

                  

   
   
   

                  

   
   
   

                  

   
   
   

                  



 

   
   
   

                  

   
   
   

                  

 

Event sign off    

 

What will happen if the person/organisation fails to provide the information 

requested or someone else attends in their place. Contingencies:   

   
 Re-arrange/change the activity   

 Contact the Employer for confirmation of identity/clearance   

 Allow the person to attend, but supervise the person at all times (as per 

one-off visitors in school)   

(circle as appropriate)   

   
   

 Signature of organiser :                                                
   

 Date:                                                          
   

 Signature of Business manager/EVC:                                        
   

 Date:                                        

   



 

   

   

   

   

Fraser Guidance    

   

The Law, Fraser Guidelines and Confidentiality   

   

The Law (Sexual Offences Act 2003)   

• The age of consent is 16 for everyone!   

• The same laws apply to heterosexual & homosexual activity   

• Offences can be committed by anyone over the age of 10   

• Sexual activity with a child under 13 carries the highest penalties   

   

• Under 13s   

• Young people under the age of 13 cannot legally give their consent so sexual activity with a child under 13 is never acceptable.   

• When young people under the age of 13 are identified as being sexual active child protection procedures must be followed.   

• Young people should not be discouraged from attending services for fear of breaches of confidentiality/ referrals to Social Services.   

• 1 or 2 condoms can be given for educational purposes if young person not sexually active   

• A referral must be made if young person is sexually active. Non-referral is not an option. Confidentiality cannot be maintained.   

   

General guidance   

• The Act states that a person is not guilty of aiding, abetting or counselling a sexual offence against a child where they are acting for the purpose of:   

• Protecting a child from pregnancy or STI’s   

• Protecting the physical safety of a child   

• Promoting a child’s emotional well-being by giving the advice   

• In all cases the person must not be causing or encouraging the commission of an offence or a child's participation in it.   



 

• This exception covers anyone who acts to protect a child, for example teachers, Connexions Personal Advisors and youth workers.   

• The law is not intended to prosecute mutually agreed sexual activity between two young people of a similar age   
• Young people, including those under 13, will continue to have the right to confidential advice on contraception, condoms, pregnancy and abortion Fraser 

Guidelines   

• Workers may provide advice or treatment to young people under 16 on contraception, sexual & reproductive health provided that they have undergone 

an initial assessment. The assessment should demonstrate that the young person:   

• Understands the information provided and is aware of the costs and consequences.   

• Is likely to begin or continue having sex with or without contraceptive information.   

• Cannot be persuaded to talk to his or her parents/guardians.   

• The worker is satisfied that it is in the best interests of the young person to provide information/treatment without parental consent.   

• Physical or mental health or both are likely to suffer unless he/she receives advice or treatment.   

   

Confidentiality   

• “The duty of confidentiality owed to a young person is as great as that owed to any adult. Regardless of whether or not the requested treatment/information 

is given confidentiality should still be respected, unless there are convincing reasons to the contrary.”   

• Confidentiality should be discussed with young people before any consultation has begun. Workers working with partner agencies (e.g. schools) should 

make themselves aware of the confidentiality policy of that organisation   

   

When to breach confidentiality   

• Any risk of harm to the young person   

• Evidence of exploitation or abuse   

• Unable to satisfy Fraser competency   

• Sexual activity under the age of 13   

• Confidentiality should only be breached in exceptional circumstances where the health, safety or welfare of the young person or others would otherwise 

be at grave risk.  The decision whether to breach confidentiality depends on the degree of current or likely harm not solely on the age of the client. Unless 

the client is under the age of 13.    

• Breaching confidentiality does not automatically mean a child protection referral is being made (although it would if concerns involved current or potential 

harm, exploitation or abuse to the young person or anyone else). It may just mean a referral or involvement of another agency or professional (e.g. GP, 

sexual health outreach worker)   



 

Body map recording form     



 

 Hurworth School Safeguarding                         

       BODY MAPS FOR CHILD PROTECTION ISSUES   

 Forename             SURNAME           Male / Female   

 Date of Birth           Date of Examination    

Illustrate any concern regarding physical injury on this sheet. Indicate the position of any  
bruising or abrasions and approximate age where possible. Show size, shape and  
colour of marks observed. Bruising fades from pink-purple-blue-brown-yellow.  Do not 
remove clothing for the purpose of the examination. Record accurately as  this may be a 
legal document. Pass to Designated Person on completion.   

   

   

   

Signature of Author               Date:   PRINTED Name                Time:   

   

   

   
BODY MAP FOR CHILD PROTECTION ISSUES (5-19 years) - STRICTLY   
CONFIDENTIAL    
Record the events that led to disclosure / knowledge of injuries    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 Signed                      

   

   



 

 Date                        



 

   

Referral Form to CAP  - No longer used as referral to CIAT is now by phone. 

   

   
   

Every effort should be made to share this referral with those with Parental Responsibility if this is appropriate 

and safe to do so. In circumstances where this is not possible, please state reasons & make attempts to inform 

them of content verbally.   

1. Child and Family Information   

 
Name of Child:           

 
Gender (M/F):           

Child’s address:             

        

        

  

  
Telephone Number:          

  

 
Postcode:           Date of birth/ expected birth d 

 
ate:           

Does the child have a disabi  lity?    If Yes state the disability:      

Yes                     No     
      

2. Child’s ethnicity and language   

 

  

    
    
    

Darlington Children’s Services   

    
    

Multi Agency Referral Form   
    

    

    

White    

      White British    

      White Irish    

      Gypsy/Roma    

      Traveller     

Black or Black British    

        African    

      Caribbean    

      Any  
other Black background    

    

Asian or Asian British    

        Bangladeshi    

      Indian    

      Pakistani    

      Any other Asian  
background    

    
        Any other White background    



 

  
Mixed/dual background   

       White and Asian   

     

White and Black African   

      White and  
Black Caribbean   

Chinese and other   

      Chinese      Any 

other ethnic group   

     Not given   

   

Religion   

        
First Language    

        

Is an interpreter required?    Yes   

        No      
       Any other mixed background   

   

   

3. Family/ Household Members and Significant Others   

   
Name:   DOB:   Relationship to the child:  

(State if they have PR)
   

Address:   Telephone 

Number:   

                                        

                

   

        

   

                

                

   

        

   

                

                

   

        

   

                

                

   

        

   

                

   

4. Other services involved with the child are:   

Agency (e.g. name, address):   Named person & Role:   Telephone Number:   

           
                

                           

                           

                           

                           

   



 

5. Details of Person Making referral.   

Name:   

  

        

Role:   

  

        

Agency:   

  

        

Email Address:           
  

Postal Address:           Post Code:           

Telephone:           Date:           

Has the referral been discussed with your agency Child Protection Lead?      

  Yes           No    N/A      

6. Consent   

   

If a practitioner believes a child is at risk of significant harm they have a duty to make a referral 
to Children’s Services immediately. These referrals do not necessarily require consent but it is 
good practice to inform an adult with parental responsibility that the referral is being made, 
UNLESS doing so would place the child at further risk of significant harm or may lead to the loss 
or destruction of evidence of a crime or influencing a child about the disclosure made. For ALL 
other referrals consent should always be sought from an adult with parental responsibility for 
the child/young person (or the young person themselves if they are competent) before passing 
information about them to Children's Services.    

 
Have parents/carers and/or young person been informed of this referral?  Yes  

   

  Do you have consent to make this referral/ to share this information?           Yes    No   



 

   

   

This form has been completed because:   
   

   

   Support is being requested with school attendance, (Children Missing from Education (CME), 

Welfare checks, unauthorised absence and holiday fines).   

   

      This child/ family would benefit from an Early Help Assessment   

      

                 This family have been assessed through an Early Help Assessment (formerly CAF) and it is believed 

they would benefit from additional support   

   

      It is believed that this child meets the definition of Child In Need        It is believed that 

this child may be at risk of significant harm   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

7. Presenting Issues   
      Absent Parenting                                                            

    



 

 Gang Violence children   

      Abuse - Emotional                                             

Homelessness (under 18)   

    Abuse - Neglect                                                   Housing   

      Abuse – Physical       Incarcerated – Child                                           

    Abuse – Sexual                                                                

   Incarcerated – Parent/Carer/Family  

Member                                      
      Adoption Enquiry                                               

Information received / request                              

      Adult Mental Health Issues                                           

 Inter Country Adoption Enquiry     

      Asylum Seekers – Child                              

 Lone Child in Need of Accommodation                

     Asylum Seekers – Parental                               Mother /  

Parent Shoplifting   

Bullying (Physical and Cyber) Not in Education, Employment or Training   

           (NEET)   

Child Absent (home or care) Notification of Other Local Authority Looked   

           After Child in Darlington   

Child Death                                                                    Notification of Other Local Authority Child          

 on Child Protection in  

Darlington   

      Child Illness                                                       

 Parent / adolescent contact   

     Child Left Home Alone                                                   

 Parent/ Adults Conflict                  

     Child Mental Health    Parental Disability   

    Child Missing from Care       Parental Illness     

    Child Missing from Education (CME)    Private Fostering Enquiry   

    Child Missing from Home    Radicalisation      

    Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)    School Attendance Issues    

    Child Shoplifting    Self-Harm   

    Child with a Disability                                                      Sexually Harmful Behaviour   

    Childcare Issues    Sexually Inappropriate behaviour   

    Children Disappearing during Shopping            Socially Unacceptable Behaviour   

    Child’s behaviour    Special Educational Needs   

    Domestic Violence                                                           Street Robberies by or against a child                

    Elective Home Education (EHE)    Subject to immigration control (adults)   

    Family Dysfunction                     Substance Misuse - Child   

    Family in Acute Stress due to Low Income                 Substance Misuse – Parent   

    Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)    Teenage Fights   

   Fixed Eligibility (e.g. Blue Badges)                                Unaccompanied Minor     



 

    Fostering Enquiry                      Young Carer   

8. Have you consulted the Darlington Continuum of Need Indicators (threshold) and/or Self-harm 
pathway documents?         

           Yes                  No         
Please outline your concerns and why you believe this child is at risk of significant harm or in need of additional 

services or there is an attendance issue, describing the level and frequency of concern.  Include the impact on the 

child.    

   

(What are you worried about, what is the future danger for this child, any complicating factors?)         

   

   

9. Outline what services have been provided and the impact on the child.  Please outline what services you 

will continue to provide.   

(What is working well, what needs to happen/ change, what can your agency contribute to keep the child safe/ 

support the child and family?)   

        

   

   

   

   

Please sign and date this form   

   

  Signature:         

   

  
      

Print Name:   

   

  
      

Date Signed:    

   

  
   

   

   

http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1307/darlington-continuum-of-need-jan-2017-v2.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1307/darlington-continuum-of-need-jan-2017-v2.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1307/darlington-continuum-of-need-jan-2017-v2.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1307/darlington-continuum-of-need-jan-2017-v2.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1273/self-harm-pathway-v5-darlington.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1273/self-harm-pathway-v5-darlington.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1273/self-harm-pathway-v5-darlington.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1273/self-harm-pathway-v5-darlington.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1273/self-harm-pathway-v5-darlington.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1273/self-harm-pathway-v5-darlington.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1273/self-harm-pathway-v5-darlington.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1273/self-harm-pathway-v5-darlington.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1273/self-harm-pathway-v5-darlington.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1273/self-harm-pathway-v5-darlington.pdf


 

It is the responsibility of all agencies who are making enquiries and/ or making referrals about child/ren 
to inform the parents/ carers or those with parental responsibility that they are making a referral to 
Children Social Care if it is appropriate and safe to do so.   
Referrals relating to risk of significant harm must be made via a telephone call and followed up in writing within 

24 hours.    

   

   

The referral must be sent to:    
   

Secure Email: childrensaccesspoint@darlington.gov.uk   

   

Telephone: 01325 406222   
   

Or for Out of Hours, call: Emergency Duty Team: 08702 402994   

   

         

   

   
Confidentiality Notice – This information is shared in accordance with Darlington Safeguarding Children 

Board   Information Sharing Protocol, if this form is received in error please contact the referring organisation.   

   
Multi-agency referral form – DSCB April 2017

   

http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1263/joint-information-sharing-protocol-dec-16-v2-final.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1263/joint-information-sharing-protocol-dec-16-v2-final.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1263/joint-information-sharing-protocol-dec-16-v2-final.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1263/joint-information-sharing-protocol-dec-16-v2-final.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1263/joint-information-sharing-protocol-dec-16-v2-final.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1263/joint-information-sharing-protocol-dec-16-v2-final.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1263/joint-information-sharing-protocol-dec-16-v2-final.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1263/joint-information-sharing-protocol-dec-16-v2-final.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1263/joint-information-sharing-protocol-dec-16-v2-final.pdf
http://www.darlingtonsafeguardingboards.co.uk/media/1263/joint-information-sharing-protocol-dec-16-v2-final.pdf

