


Durham High School is unique as the only girls’ school in County

Durham. One of the reasons our pupils achieve so much in - 

and beyond - the classroom is because of the single-sex

environment where they are more willing to take risks and engage

in new experiences. 

Being an all-through school, educating girls from Nursery to Sixth

Form, in an environment of inclusivity and mutual respect, also

makes Durham High School the exceptional place that it is. Our

pastoral care is exemplary; each girl feels secure as part of a happy

and compassionate community and knows she is valued. 

Durham High’s reputation for academic success is wholly justified: as

experts in the teaching of girls, we know how girls learn and provide

an environment in which they can flourish. I am proud of my

dynamic and enthusiastic staff, who are indefatigable in their efforts

to secure the best possible outcomes for our girls.

One of our aims is to ensure that each girl is encouraged to develop

her potential in all areas of life. We therefore have an extensive

extra-curricular programme and girls are given opportunities to

develop the leadership skills, confidence and mental resilience which

will help them succeed in later life. 

If you are looking for the best education you can give your daughter,

you need look no further than Durham High School for Girls.

Simone Niblock

Headmistress

W E L C O M E

“Parents speak highly of teachers 

who build relationships with each 

child individually and get to know 

what makes her tick.”

Good Schools Guide



A broad, balanced curriculum

equips girls with the skills 

and academic excellence

necessary for adult life in 

the 21st century. We believe

that success is best achieved 

through enjoyment. 

Our lessons are engaging 

and stimulating, fostering

curiosity and the 

determination to succeed. 

We encourage girls to be

aspirational. Expert guidance

ensures that each individual

makes the subject choices

appropriate to her abilities,

aptitude and ambitions.  

Our superb library and 

full-time librarian provide

excellent support for the girls’

studies and facilitate the

independent learning skills

essential for success in 

school and in adult life. 

L E A R N I N G

“Durham High is known for its

fantastic results, which I think must

be due to the amazing teachers and

also because of the enjoyment we 

get from participating in lessons.

Everyone is very caring and

compassionate and we all know that

there is someone we can talk to if we

have any worries. Durham High is

definitely a wonderful place to be!”

Jenny, Year 9



It is important for girls to be able

to find an expression for their

creative talents. They discover

that learning is not confined to

lessons. Diversity of thought,

creativity and self-confidence 

are encouraged both in the

classroom and beyond.  

C R E A T I V I T Y

Our cross-curricular projects

encourage girls to explore 

areas not usually included in 

the curriculum and to appreciate

connections between disciplines.

Specialist teaching in art,

textiles, and graphic design

allows every girl to achieve her

artistic potential. Music, dance

and drama are also important.

Every girl is encouraged to

develop her abilities to the full.  

“If you are interested in the performing

arts, you’re spoiled for choice: there is

orchestra, wind band, middle school

choir, senior choir, chamber choir and

mezzo as well as dance and drama

clubs. Fine Art, graphics and textiles

clubs are also very popular where 

girls can create their own pieces of 

artwork after school.”

Charley, Year 9



Every Durham High School girl 

is a unique individual, with her

own special gifts and talents.  

It is our challenge to help her

discover and realise them.  

By offering opportunities to

enjoy success in different areas,

including public speaking,

leadership and entrepreneurship,

we help to broaden horizons

and develop self-confidence 

and ambition.

C O N F I D E N C E

Drama is widely recognised as 

a powerful means of nurturing

emotional and psychological

development. At Durham High,

many girls participate in the

numerous productions we stage

each year in our own purpose-

built studio and in Durham’s Gala

Theatre. We are justly proud of

the wide-ranging opportunities

for public performance.  

“Durham High’s

alive with the

sound of music.”

Good Schools Guide



E N J O Y M E N T

“Durham High is like a second home;

I look forward to coming to school

and the teachers always look happy to

be here too! The lessons are great and

I enjoy the small class sizes. I know

that the friends I have made here will

be friends for life.”

Elinor, Year 9

“I truly enjoy coming to Durham High

School; it feels like I am part of a

large, caring family. Every morning, 

I enter my form room to be greeted by

smiling and cheerful faces, ready for

the fun-filled day ahead.”

Katherine, Year 9



Durham High School actively

encourages initiative and

resilience. Recent Sixth Form

expeditions have included trips

to Lesotho and Malawi. The

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Scheme is very popular, 

with the majority of girls

participating. Each year several

achieve the Gold Award before

they leave school.

S P I R I T

Sport is inclusive – enjoyment,

enthusiasm and commitment

are its hallmarks. Everyone is

welcome to take part in our

numerous clubs, regardless of

ability. Our highly successful

teams compete regularly at

regional and national level. 

The annual Sports Presentation

celebrates successes while

Movement Evening showcases

creative talent in dance 

and gymnastics.



To broaden and develop the

interests of each girl, we offer

an extensive extra-curricular

programme with activities to 

suit all. Our numerous clubs

include astronomy, dance,

journalism, photography 

and practical science. 

Residential and day trips are

offered to each age group.

Older girls can enjoy a study 

visit to Iceland, sports tours 

to Barbados or Sri Lanka and

Duke of Edinburgh expeditions.

A D V E N T U R E

“We appreciate having so many opportunities outside 

the classroom, from music and drama to adventures

abroad. The Bronze Duke of Edinburgh's Award was 

a real challenge but we all enjoyed it. We've now moved 

on to Silver and hope, eventually, to complete our Gold

Awards in Sixth Form.”

Hannah, Elizabeth and Jessica, Year 11 



We are proud of our Sixth Form at Durham

High School. Girls continue to develop

personally and take on important

leadership roles. Our academic results 

are among the best in the region and 

girls are given extensive support with 

their university applications. 

S I X T H  F O R M

“Making the transition from the

Senior School to the Sixth Form

was enough of a change to be an

exciting prospect, but because I was

familiar with the school and the

teachers, I didn’t feel at all daunted.

Choosing Durham High for Sixth

Form was a simple decision for me 

to make and I haven’t regretted it for 

a moment; it is proving as enjoyable

as I could have hoped!”

Clorinda, Year 13



A key characteristic of Durham

High is a feeling of community 

and being part of a family in which

every girl is known and valued by

her teachers. We strive to ensure

that not only are girls looked after,

but that they also look after each

other, learning to respect

difference. Regular whole school

events encourage all girls to be

fully involved in the life of the

school, as well as broadening 

their friendships to include girls 

in other year groups.  

We create opportunities both 

in the classroom and beyond 

for girls to learn tolerance and

respect for others. Our very

active Charities Committee,

Amnesty Group and Christian

Unions promote awareness of

the responsibilities we all have 

to the wider community. 

C O M M U N I T Y

“The teachers at Durham High are 

a huge part of my life; whether it is

simple advice on homework, a general

chat about my hobbies or simply

providing a shoulder to cry on, my

teachers are always there to help me.

My friends are the people you could

only hope to meet: kind and caring.

They have been a great support too!” 

Muminah, Year 9



For girls to flourish academically

and socially, they need the

security of a happy and safe

environment. A major strength

of the school is our team of

pastoral tutors who work

tirelessly with girls to foster

these relationships. 

C A R E

While academic expectations 

are high and we are proud of

our results, careful and caring

support ensures that girls

manage their work load while

maintaining a healthy balance

with their other activities.  

Our chaplain is a key figure in

the school, providing further

support and nurturing spiritual

and moral values. The Personal,

Social and Health Education

programme enables girls to

explore and debate the issues

and challenges they will

encounter as they grow 

up in the modern world.  



Choosing a school for your

daughter is one of the most

important decisions you will

have to make. It is a matter 

of matching her abilities, 

needs and personality to an

environment in which she will

flourish and achieve her

potential. Durham High School,

with its commitment to the

I N V I T A T I O N

partnership between school,

pupils and parents, provides 

just such an environment.

This prospectus can only give

you the briefest of introductions.

You are warmly invited to visit

and experience for yourself the

unique atmosphere of what we

believe is an exceptional school. 

“Coming to Durham High has been

the best decision I have ever made!  

I am really happy here and look

forward to each day. In particular, 

I enjoy the friendly relationships 

I have with my teachers and I know

they will always give me the help 

and support I need to achieve my

personal goals.”

Caitlin, Year 9
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Durham High School for Girls
Farewell Hall
South Road
Durham DH1 3TB

Tel 0191 3843226
Fax 0191 3867381
enquiries@dhsfg.org.uk
www.dhsfg.org.uk


