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A 

very warm welcome to Coloma Convent 

Girls’ School. We are delighted that you 

are interested in finding out more about the 

outstanding, warm, pupil centred school that 

we are.

This is my first full academic year as Headteacher 

at this very special school and as such I am very 

much looking forward to meeting you and 

explaining why Coloma is the thriving school 

that it is, a school centred on Gospel Values 

with ‘work hard and be kind’ at the very core of 

all that we do as a community. 

Elizabeth Englefield

A WELCOME FROM MRS. ENGLEFIELD

Change can be a challenge and ensuring that your daughter goes to the 

right secondary school is an even bigger challenge. All of  the processes 

we have in place ensure that every student is supported as they embark 

on the transition from primary school to secondary school. At Coloma 

we focus on supporting the whole child so that they can fulfill their 

potential and look to the future with both positivity and enthusiasm. 

I do hope that you enjoy finding out more about Coloma and how we 

allow the flourishing of  all each and every day.

Headteacher



HISTORY

The Congregation of  the Daughters of  Mary and Joseph was founded in Belgium in 1817 by the Very Reverend Canon Van Crombrugghe, 

one of  the great Belgian educationalists of  his time.

In 1869, the Daughters of  Mary and Joseph opened Coloma Convent Girls’ School in Tavistock Road, Croydon. In 1965, the school moved 

to its present site at Shirley.

Through the late 19th and 20th centuries, Coloma experienced many changes, which reflected developments in the education of  girls and 

young women. Throughout this time, the school has maintained its vision that growth in knowledge and Christ are one.

Coloma strives to provide a Christian environment for this growth, both in the context of  Gospel values and the wider world.

Coloma is a community of  staff, pupils, parents and governors where each is recognised as a highly valued individual. The school aims to 

foster a deepening awareness of  Christian faith and service alongside an understanding and respect of  other creeds and cultures.



MISSION 

Through its teaching and organisation, Coloma endeavours to give every girl opportunities for growth and development. 

The school seeks, in particular, to:

INSPIRE her to aim for academic, sporting, musical and artistic 

excellence.

CULTIVATE her talents with enjoyment and enthusiasm.

ENCOURAGE the development of  social skills.

DEVELOP skills in leadership, management and enterprise by 

working with, and for, the wider school community.

CREATE appreciation, respect and care for others and to strive 

for justice in this world.

UNDERSTAND there is no true discipline save self-discipline.

Through Coloma’s distinctive Catholic ethos, it is hoped that each girl will reach her full personal, social and 

academic potential, achieve confidence in herself  and acquire a breadth of  vision for adult life.



AIMS

• We strive to foster the spiritual life of  the school community through worship and 

prayer.

• We aim to provide an opportunity for the balanced development of  the students’ 

intellectual, emotional, physical and spiritual qualities and to foster an appreciation 

of  those things which add quality to life, by developing creative and artistic gifts and 

skills.

• Our intention is to develop the potential of  all students by encouraging them to search 

for knowledge and truth.

• We seek to be a place of  Christian service where all are sensitive to the needs of 

others; where there is a determination to promote human rights and a recognition 

of  the corresponding duties and responsibilities; where a sense of  justice is fostered 

alongside an awareness that all people have equal value.

• We aim to work in partnership with the home and the parish, to help all members of 

the school community to live the Gospel values of  reconciliation and forgiveness and 

to respond in a Christian way to the challenges of  life with its joys and sorrows. Thus, 

it is hoped that each one will be able to achieve a loving relationship with God and 

all creation, to make the appropriate moral decisions, and to grow towards mature 

membership of  the Church.



Our vision of  Teaching & Learning excellence relies on a complex interaction of  many 

different elements, including:

Resource Provision

Broad based rich curriculum with excellent extracurricular provision

Excellent teaching and staff development programme

Safe & supporting Learning Environment which encourages growth 

in knowledge and growth in Christ

Evaluation and Review – a consistent approach to monitoring pupil 

outcomes and teaching practice

Reward & Recognition 

Pastoral Support – a key element which supports and binds all other 

aspects  

Our vision is to prepare every child so they may prosper in the constantly changing and demanding world in which we live. We 

recognise that this requires a curriculum that empowers students to achieve their maximum academic potential alongside the 

development of  spiritual, moral, social and cultural skills that will be needed in adulthood.   

We seek therefore to ensure our curriculum is broad based and includes a rich variety of  opportunity in academic, creative 

and vocational areas, aiming to make rounded young women who can engage socially, are mature, responsible, moral, 

compassionate and can think beyond the ‘now’.  
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THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

For pupils to benefit fully from excellent teaching and resource 

provision, it is vital that the school provides a safe environment not 

just in terms of  health and safety best practice but also by providing an 

equal and fair chance to thrive and learn in an atmosphere of  respect 

and dignity. 

All girls are encouraged to take risks in their learning and be creative. 

We aim to create resilient and independent learners who are prepared 

to try, to fail at times and to learn and progress from trying something 

difficult. We pride ourselves that every classroom is a thriving 

environment for enjoyment and achievement. Guided by the teachings 

of  the Gospels, we promote a community of  love, service and prayer 

where each person’s worth is recognised, each person’s contribution 

is valued. We encourage an environment where independence is 

celebrated and individuals can flourish. On a day to day basis the 

Coloma code of  conduct is at the heart of  our work and relationships. 

In order to provide a clear framework of  behaviour and expectations, 

we have detailed policies on a range of  related issues which can be 

found on our website.



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Worship at Coloma Convent Girls’ School is an integrated part of  the school day. Every day begins 

with an act of  collective worship, which may take place in the tutor group, as a whole year group, or 

whole school assembly. Each lesson begins with a prayer.

The school chapel on site offers Mass every other Tuesday at 12.20pm which is organised and led in 

turn by tutor groups. Parents are most welcome to attend this mass. On the second Tuesday of  the 

month there is a Eucharistic service and on the fourth Tuesday of  the month the Parish Priest is 

available in the Chapel for reconciliation. 

A special Mass is held at the end of  the end of  each term in addition to a number of  special services 

which are held throughout the year.



COMMUNITY

PARENTS
We work to develop good relationships between parents, the local community and 

the school. We engage in activities that support the school and, in doing so, help 

advance the education of  its pupils. 

OLD GIRLS
Coloma has an active and engaged alumnae association, Coloma Old Girls’ 

Association (COGA). Anyone who has been a pupil of  the school is eligible to join. A 

reunion is held at school every year, which offers a great opportunity for old friends 

to meet and new friendships to be made. Past and present members of  Coloma’s 

teaching staff are also invited to attend. COGA also endeavours to raise funds for the 

school through various initiatives. 

ADMISSIONS

Those wishing to apply for a place at the school are advised to read the Admissions 

Policy, which can be found on the school’s website. This document sets out the policy 

which will be followed for all admission applications to the school for pupil entry 

each September.



EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

All girls are encouraged to make the most of  their gifts and talents. We seek to inspire girls to aim for academic, 

sporting, musical and artistic excellence. We are fully committed to the many benefits of  extra-curricular activities 

and offer a rich and diverse programme of  events. Everyone is encouraged to avail themselves of  as many experiences 

as possible at all stages of  their school life. 

OPPORTUNITIES

Combined Cadet Force: In Year 9, some girls have the opportunity to participate in a joint Cadet Force with Royal 

Russell School with subsequent opportunities to join Army or RAF sections in Year 10 and Year 11. This includes 

opportunities to participate in the Duke of  Edinburgh award scheme.

Duke of Edinburgh Award: Pupils have the opportunity to enrol in the Bronze Duke of  Edinburgh award scheme 

and take part in training, expeditions and skill development.

Student Service and Leadership roles: Service to the school, in all its many facets, is a well-established tradition 

and an expectation for all our Sixth Form students. The School Council constitutes representatives from each year 

group, under the Chairmanship of  the Head Girl and her Deputies. It meets regularly to discuss issues relating to 

school life. The House system operates throughout the School, and girls are assigned to one of  six Houses. Each 

House is led by a House Captain and Deputy House Captain.
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T 020 8654 6228

E office@coloma.croydon.sch.uk

Twitter - www.twitter.com/ColomaCGS

LinkedIn - www.linkedin.com/school/

coloma-convent-girls'-school/

www.coloma.croydon.sch.uk/admissions

www.coloma.croydon.sch.uk

Upper Shirley Road

Croydon

CR9 5AS


