P E R F E C T LY

B A L A N C E D

St George’s Junior School is a leading independent,
co-educational, Roman Catholic day school
providing a perfectly balanced education
for 3 to 11 year olds.

HONESTY

C O M PA S S I O N
We aim to develop balanced individuals by
educating minds, expanding hearts
and empowering lives.

Welcome to St George’s Junior School,
an extended family where everyone plays
their part – learning to live and loving to learn.

D

uring their time at the Junior School, pupils enjoy developing the outlook and
skills necessary to become independent and life-long learners in a safe, secure,
challenging and stimulating environment.
Within the distinctive Josephite ethos of the School, the differentiated teaching
offered to pupils is carefully planned and tailored to meet the needs of each individual.
This enables the process of learning to be open, enjoyable and fulfilling while ensuring
progress and continuity across academic, sporting and extra-curricular activities.

LE ARNING
“Individuality is respected and
nurtured alongside opportunities
to grow and flourish”
ISI Report

L O V I N G

A complete education is one that gives
individuals the capacity to learn and allows
them to become the best version of themselves

The individual needs of each child are at the heart
of the Early Years Foundation Stage, and play
underpins all learning and development.

W

ell planned experiences, both inside and outside the classroom, are essential
to inspire a balance of child-initiated and teacher-led activities.

Each child in the Nursery is encouraged to develop at his or her own pace in a secure and
stimulating environment. High priority is given to their personal and social development.
Our aim is to ensure that by the end of their time in the Nursery, children are happy,
confident, motivated, considerate and eager to learn.

N A T U R E
“From the Early Years Foundation
Stage upwards, pupils are very
successful in their learning and
personal development”
ISI Report

N U R T U R E

“Tasks and targets are carefully selected to
challenge thinking and allow pupils to develop
and explore their own ideas and understanding”
ISI Report

Children are encouraged to experiment, explore
and create, and each day includes periods
of free play and structured activities.

C

hildren are taught in groups of eight by fully qualified specialist staff under the
leadership of the Head of Nursery.

In Upper Nursery, greater emphasis is placed on the teaching of Literacy and Numeracy
skills. Letter sounds and numbers are introduced and pencil control is developed
through drawing, tracing and colouring. Fine motor skills are improved through
cutting, sticking and modelling, while activities on large apparatus and wheeled toys
develop gross motor skills.

I N T U I T I O N

AWARENESS

Our aim is progressively to develop children’s
levels of concentration and encourage a real
enthusiasm for the challenge of learning.

C

hildren in Reception begin to grasp the fundamental concepts of reading, writing
and numbers in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.

Children are encouraged to discover a variety of pursuits and receive two music
lessons each week taught by professional and experienced musicians. PE and Dance
are also taught by specialist teachers.
By the end of the Reception Year, many children will have mastered the necessary
basic skills and reached, or exceeded, the Early Learning Goals.

M A S T E R Y
“Considerable space and excellent
specialist facilities ensure that pupils’
learning takes place in the best
possible environment”
ISI Report

M Y S T E R Y

Our distinctive Josephite ethos
instils mutual respect and
compassion, and encourages
a strong sense of all
belonging to one family
which encompasses
the wider world

Emphasis is placed on creating a stimulating and
supportive environment in which children can
flourish and achieve their full potential.

C

hildren in the Lower Years develop skills for the future, building upon the strong
and secure foundations laid down in the Nursery. Increasing independence is
gained through a widening curriculum and a greater use of school facilities.
Children are grouped in small classes with a qualified teacher and a teaching
assistant. Literacy skills are developed through a structured programme of
Phonics and Guided Reading.

F A C T S

W I S D O M
“A welcoming and happy atmosphere provides
stimulating and imaginative experiences
throughout every area of learning”
ISI Report

Pupils are encouraged to develop a sense of
confidence and independence, and benefit
from a broad, balanced curriculum and a
comprehensive range of extra-curricular activities.

E

very class has a full-time Teaching Assistant who works closely with the teacher
to ensure that all pupils are fully supported in their learning throughout Year 1
and Year 2.
By the end of Year 2, all pupils will have had the opportunity to perform on stage,
learn the recorder and the violin, study French and develop ICT skills. Music, French,
PE and Sport are taught by specialist teachers.

W O R K
“Pupils have well-rounded personalities
with a compelling degree of confidence”
ISI Report

P L A Y

Each pupil’s progress through the curriculum
is carefully assessed, monitored and tailored
to meet individual needs.

C

lasswork is differentiated to meet the needs of each pupil, and work is constantly
monitored by staff using formal and informal assessment reporting criteria.
Pupils will be offered places in Key Stage 2 on the basis of their overall performance,
as well as many being awarded Unconditional Offers to St George’s College at 7+.
Pupils have many opportunities to visit places of interest outside school, including trips
to the theatre. They also enjoy visits from authors, maths workshops and science shows.

ASSESSMENT

AWAKENING
“The curriculum provides excellent
support for the pupils’ learning and
personal development, enabling them
to achieve high standards”
ISI Report

As well as the pursuit of academic excellence
within the classroom, all pupils have the
opportunity to enrich their lives through
an extensive range of activities

Pupils are provided with many opportunities to
develop self-confidence and enrich their personal
experience and learning in Year 3 and Year 4.

P

upils are introduced to a diverse programme of Performing Arts and a wide
variety of musical instruments. There are also opportunities to join the Choir and
Orchestra and all pupils take graded English Speaking Board in Year 4.
The wide range of curriculum subjects offered in Year 3 onwards continues to
be expanded upon, with specialist teaching in French, Music, ICT, Art and Design
Technology, PE and Sport as well as Science and Humanities higher up the School.
More formal assessments are introduced and pupils’ work is regularly monitored
and reported through half-termly grade cards, twice yearly reports as well as Parent/
Teacher Consultation Evenings. A number of pupils are awarded Unconditional Offers
to the College each year in the Upper Years to add to those pupils who gained them
in Year 2.

CONFIDENCE
“Well-planned provision for
modern languages and an
extensive programme of physical
activities, music and drama”
ISI Report

ENRICHMENT

A myriad of opportunities for individual
excellence and teamwork are developed on and
off the sports field throughout Year 3 and Year 4.

B

oys concentrate on rugby, hockey, cricket and tennis whilst girls play netball,
hockey, rounders and tennis.

Pupils develop their skills in dance, gymnastics, swimming, health-related fitness and
Athletics, and have the opportunity to compete in inter-house competitions and sport
fixtures at local, regional and national level.
Year 4 pupils are entered for the Junior Grade 2 English Speaking Board Examination
and develop valuable speaking and listening skills needed beyond the classroom.

INDIVIDUAL

T E A M W O R K
“The pupils achieve high standards in physical
activities and school teams are successful in
local, regional and national competitions”
ISI Report

“Pupils thrive in the atmosphere of
hard work, enjoyment and effort”
ISI Report

Academic studies continue to be complemented
by a diverse programme of sporting and cultural
activities throughout Year 5 and Year 6.

W

e encourage pupils to develop new interests, discover new talents and be
ready to accept new challenges and responsibilities. Comprehensive fixture
lists in all major sports ensure that as many pupils as possible have the opportunity
to play for a team and represent the School. Pupils in Years 5 and 6 also have the
opportunity to go on residential trips.
The School has a well-resourced Library with a range of fiction, non-fiction and
reference texts. We cultivate a love of reading and encourage all pupils to develop
the skills needed to become confident, independent learners.

S P O R T I N G

C U L T U R A L

Creative and Performing Arts are given a
high profile in Year 5 and Year 6 developing
imagination, expression and confidence.

A

rt and Design Technology nurtures individuality and creativity and pupils’ work is
of a very high standard.

Drama features in curriculum planning and as an extra-curricular activity, encouraging
teamwork and self-awareness.
Music features strongly, with many pupils joining the Junior Choir, the Chapel Choir,
the Orchestra or one of several ensembles. There are opportunities to play and
perform at formal and informal concerts, inter-house music competitions as well as
regular concerts and tours with College students.

D I S C O V E R

TRANSFORM
“Excellent creative skills are
evident in pupils’ writing,
speaking, design and
technology and art”
ISI Report

Close liaison between the Junior School
and St George’s College ensures progression,
continuity and educational opportunity.

P

upils at the Junior School will obtain a place at the College provided that they
meet the academic standards required. The transition is eased by the familiarity
that the younger pupils gain from the shared use of many of the facilities at the
College, including the Chapel.
By the end of their time at the Junior School, pupils should have acquired a real love
of learning. They will have been given all the support and encouragement to become
confident, self-reliant young people possessing high personal self-esteem and strong
Christian morals and social principles.

INTELLECT
“At the age of eleven, most pupils transfer
to St George’s College, with several each
year gaining scholarships”
ISI Report

E M PAT H Y

St George’s Junior School aims to develop
perfectly balanced individuals with the
potential to become future leaders in society
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