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At Woking High School we are incredibly 
proud of our school and the impact that 
this vibrant, dynamic learning community 
has upon the lives of students and staff. 
We pride ourselves on developing the 
whole person through a range of academic, 
enrichment, and cultural experiences, 
supported by an excellent pastoral support 
programme that enables every student to 
shine.

This booklet provides a summary of the 
amazing opportunities available that our 
students have been involved in over the 
past academic year, to give you a flavour of 
what makes Woking High School special.

Mrs M. Walter, Headteacher 
September 2019
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2019 GCSE Results 

We are incredibly proud of our Year 
11 students, who worked tirelessly 
in preparation for their exams. This 
hard work, combined with exceptional 
teaching, outstanding pastoral care and 
the ongoing support from families, 
working in partnership with the school, 
has resulted in a set of fantastic results.

Achievements this year include:

• Over a third of all grades awarded 
were  9-7;

• In English, 90% of students achieved a 
grade 4 or higher and 76% a grade 5;

• In Maths, 85% achieved a grade 4 or 
higher and 65% a grade 5;

• In Science, 81% of students achieved 
2 Science grades at grade 4 or higher 
and 50% of students achieved 3 
Science grades at grade 4 or higher;

• 80% of students achieved 5 GCSEs 
including English and Maths.

Our Year 11 students leave us with results 
that enable them to successfully move 
onto the next stage of their education, 
having grown into well-rounded, 
responsible young adults. We wish them 
all the best of luck for the future and look 
forward to hearing of their successes and 
achievements through our Alumni group.

Students are encouraged to challenge 
themselves academically throughout their 
time at Woking High School through 
regular assessments, end of year exams 
and participation in competitions. Last 
academic year we entered teams in to 
local, regional, national and international 
competitions, in a range of subjects and 
activities, with great success.

Welcome
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Bebras Challenge is organised in 
over 40 countries and introduces 
computational thinking to students. Our 
team of 6 students were awarded two 
Best in School for their age categories, 
two certificates of distinction and two 
certificates of merit. 

E-Sport Overwatch Tournament – 
students from the school competed 
on a weekly basis in the Overwatch 
Computer Game. Our Year 10 team 
went on to win the Regional Finals and 
were runners-up in the National Final.

Computing 

Maths

Area Maths Challenge: The Year 7 team 
finished first, and the whole school was 
placed third overall.

UKMT: Junior Maths Challenge 
- 8 gold, 33 silver and 30 bronze 
certificates.

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 
– 2 gold, 9 silver and 33 bronze 
certificates.

NKMT Senior Maths Challenge – gold 
certificate (Ram Marwaha).

UKMT Team Challenge – 11th out of 28 
schools entered.

Academic Success

Science

Top of the Bench – our Year 9 team 
made it through to the regional heats of 
this annual competition run by the Royal 
Society of Chemistry. 

Siemens Next Big Thing Challenge – we 
were one of a few schools across Surrey 
selected to participate in this event. The 
task students completed involved research 
and development of products or services to 
support health professionals.
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Our Year 11 students’ stunning Art GCSE work was displayed in an exhibition called 
Art@ Station

Art

Geography

Two teams of students from Years 
8, 9 and 10 participated in the 
Geographical Association Worldwise 
Quiz – a ‘University Challenge’ style 
quiz against other schools in the 
region – one of our teams was placed 
third overall and the other highly 
commended.

Modern Foreign 
Languages

Mandarin – last year we were able 
to launch The Mandarin Excellence 
Programme (funded by the Department of 
Education, with support from UCL and 
the Confucius Institute) to over 40 Year 7 
students. The programme was delivered in 
lessons attended before school and covered 
reading, writing, speaking and listening 
skills, as well as learning about Chinese 
culture. At the end of the academic 
year, over 90% achieved high levels in 
all assessments, and 28 students have 
continued into Year 8. 

Spelling Bee - all Year 7 Students are 
entered into the ‘Routes into Languages 
Spelling Bee Competition’ in either 
Spanish or French. Two of our students 
made it to the National Final with only 
99 students out of the 30,000 who were 
entered!
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Representing the School

For the third year in a row, the Mock Magistrates team from Woking High School won this competition! An outstanding achievement.

Mock Magistrates

Youth Speaks

We have entered the Rotary Club Youth 
Speaks competition for a number of years. 
Last year both the Intermediate Team 
(Year 8) the Senior Team of Year 10 and 11 
students made it to the district heats. The 
judges were impressed by their articulate 
speeches.

Arête

Throughout the year, students from 
Woking High School competed 
with Gordon’s School via the Arête 
partnership, established in 2015. 
Activities included: Debating, Poetry, 
Chess, Athletics, Business, Cross 
Country running, Swimming and Table 
Tennis. Last year, the competition was 
the closest ever with a 4-4 draw!
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Student Leadership

Head Student 
Team

In the Spring Term, our Year 10 students 
are invited to apply for a position in the 
Head Student team. The process involves 
an application, presentation to peers and 
an interview with Senior Leadership 
Team. The Head Student Team are the 
pinnacle of Student Voice within the 
school, providing a direct link to SLT on 
a regular basis to discuss issues pertinent 
to the school. They are role models within 
the school, and ambassadors externally.

Student Voice

School Council

Woking High School has an active School 
Council that meets at least every half 
term. The Council is made up of two 
representatives from each form in every 
year and is led by the Student Leadership 
Team. Each year group also has a Year 
Council and these groups also meet every 
half term prior to the full council meetings. 
Additionally, each department also has 
a Subject Council that works alongside 
teachers to resolve student concerns or 
action their ideas.

Achievements in 2018/19

Christmas Hamper Campaign.

Charity Fundraising – Make a Wish, 

Woking Hospice and Sight for Surrey.

Input into Awards and Sanctions review.

Input into Mobile Device Policy.

Input into school recycling schemes.

Input into restaurant costs, packaging and 
products.

Joining a new school as a Year 7 student 
can be a daunting experience. However, 
at Woking High School the students from 
Year 10 have taken on the responsibility 
of making the transition between 

Primary and High School less daunting. 
Mentoring also encourages students to be 
supportive of each other. The Peer Mentors 
are introduced to Year 7 on their Induction 
Day in July. The Peer Mentor’s job is to 

advise, encourage and reassure.  Peer 
Mentors are trained in how to handle any 
worries a mentee might share with them.

Peer Mentoring



6

In December 2018, Woking High School 
was ranked 54th in the top 100 Sporting 
State Schools in the Country. The list 
is based on achievement in a range of 
national competitions that cover results 
from 20 different sports and 120 national 
competitions. 

DISTRICT TEAM CHAMPIONS

Year 7 Girls Athletics

Year 8 Girls Athletics

Year 8 Boys Athletics

Year 10/11 Boys Athletics

Year 7 Girls Sports Hall Athletics

Year 7 Girls Basketball

Year 9 Girls Basketball

Year 10 Girls Basketball

Year 7 Boys Basketball

Year 11 Boys Basketball

Year 10/11 Boys Badminton

Year 7 Boys Cricket

Under 15 Boys Indoor Cricket

Year 11 Boys Football League

Year 7 Girls Netball Tournament

Year 7 Girls Netball League

Year 10 Boys Tennis

SURREY COUNTY TEAM 
SUCCESSES

Year 9/10 Boys Cross Country Hampshire 
and NW Surrey Runners Up

Year 9/10 Girls Cross Country Hampshire 
and NW Surrey Third

Year 9/10 Boys Swimming Freestyle Relay 
Champions

Year 9/10 Boys Swimming Medley Relay 
Runners Up 

Year 9/10 Boys Swimming Individual Team 
Champions

Under 14 Boys Badminton

Year 7 Girls Basketball Champions

Year 10 Girls Basketball Champions

Year 9 Girls Basketball Runners Up

Year 8 Girls Basketball Third

Year 11 Girls Basketball Third

Year 7 Girls Sports Hall Athletics Runners 
Up

Year 7 Girls Netball Third

BRITISH SCHOOLS BIATHLON 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Team :

Under 15 Boys Champions 
(Joshua Thompson, Michael Young and 
Alexej Baldwin)

Individual :

Joshua Thompson  Under 15 Boys 5th

Michael Young Under 15 Boy 8th

Alexej Baldwin Under 15 Boy 11th

Steven Wood Under 15 Boy 14th

Bella Hornzee Under 12 Girls 17th

BRITISH SCHOOLS PISTOL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Team :

Year 9/10 Champions  
(George McEwen, Jenna Culshaw and 
Chloe Westphal)

Individual :

George McEwen Year 9/10 4th

Jenna Culshaw  Year 9/10 7th

BRITISH SHOOTING 
TARGET SPRINT SCHOOLS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Luke Holcroft Youth Men Gold

Jenna Culshaw Youth Women  Silver

NATIONAL COUNTY SWIMMING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Mackenzie Russell  Age 12/13 
100m Freestyle Gold

SOUTH EAST SCHOOLS PISTOL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Team :

Year 9/10 Champions  
(George McEwen, Jenna Culshaw and Tom 
Wells)

Sports
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Individual :

George McEwen Year 9/10 1st

Jenna Culshaw Year 9/10  3rd

Luke Holcroft Year 7/8  6th

COUNTY / REGIONAL INDIVIDUAL 
SUCCESSES:

Surrey Schools Athletics 

Edward Gannon Year 8/9 Boys 
Discus Silver

Toby Webb  Year 10/11 Boys 
Discus Silver

Dominic Ariyo-Francis Year 10/11 Boys 
200m Bronze

Surrey Schools Swimming 

Mackenzie Russell Year 9/10 Boys 
100m Freestyle Gold

Joshua Thompson Year 9/10 Boys 
100m Breaststroke Gold

Danel Jansen Year 9/10 Girls 
100m Freestyle Silver

Alexej Baldwin Year 9/10 Boys 
100m Butterfly Bronze

Michael Young Year 9/10 Boys 
200m Individual Medley Bronze

INTERNATIONAL / NATIONAL 
INDIVIDUAL SUCCESSES

English Schools Athletics 
Championships

Edward Gannon Year 8/9 Boys 
Discus 6th Place

Inaugural English Schools Swimming 
Summer Open Championships

Joshua Thompson 15 Year and Over  
200m Individual Medley  Gold

Mackenzie Russell Age 13/14 
200m Freestyle Gold

Bella Hornzee Age 11/12  
200m Backstroke Silver

Joshua Thompson Age 15 and Over  
50m Breaststroke Bronze

National Amateur Boxing 
Championships 

Awais Hussain  Under 16  
40 - 42kg Runner Up

British Schools Judo Championships 

Martin Somlev  Under 12 
Under 55kg Bronze

Chris Somlev Under 16 
Under 66kg 9th

National Climbing

Rhys Conlon  Under 13  
Junior British Bouldering Champion 

COUNTY HONOURS

Ellen Yates Golf

Mackenzie Russell Swimming

Ella James  Netball

Sadie Wilson Netball

Dora Savory Hockey

Mia Smith Hockey

Gideon Jansen  Rugby

Isabelle Jakubait Rugby 

Poppy Hargreaves Rugby

Nora Belkhiter Basketball 

Rhys Lloyd Archery

Dominic Ariyo-Francis Athletics

Toby Webb  Athletics

Edward Gannon Athletics

SOUTH EAST REGIONAL HONOURS

Nick Summerfield Rowing

NATIONAL HONOURS

Rhys Conlon  
Great Britain Climbing
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Performing

Music

Throughout the school year, our Wind 
Orchestra and Choir make a significant 
contribution to life at Woking High 
School. They regularly have the 
opportunity to showcase their talents via: 

Concert of Remembrance

Christmas Concert

Combined Schools Christmas Concert

Music Competition

European Music Tour

School Events: Open Evening, NRA 
Awards and Production
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Drama

PIE Productions is our school based 
production company responsible for 
presenting the annual whole school 
production. Within this company, students of 
all ages can audition for the production which 
is usually performed in the Spring Term. It is 
a huge project; productions involve around 
100 students performing on stage, within 

the band/orchestra, or working behind the 
scenes. Departments work collaboratively in 
delivering the projects, with students and staff 
participating from Drama, Music, Art, and 
Design Technology. Last year, we showcased 
“Grease: School Edition” to sell-out 
audiences for three separate performances. 
The students were fabulous.
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At Woking High School, we acknowledge 
that students have many different talents 
and skills. We seek to recognise these 
through our rewards systems, and the 
introduction of our School Colours (KS4) 
/ Half-Colours (KS3) programme in 
2015/16.

School Colours recognise our top 
students in each subject area. Subjects are 
divided into one of 3 areas:

• Academic subjects

• Performing Arts subjects

• Sports

Each student being awarded School 
Colours or Half-Colours will receive a 
certificate at our Colours assembly and 
an appropriately coloured badge to wear 
on their blazer. Half colours (KS3) – will 
receive a gold badge with subject written 
in the relevant colour.

Full colours (KS4) – badge of the relevant 
subject colour with subject written on it.

Colours are only awarded to students 
who have demonstrated excellence in 
achievement, attitude and services to the 
school.

Colours

Personal Development

House

There are four houses, named after 
personalities from the world of Science 
and Technology: Brunel, Curie, Faraday 
and Stephenson. Each year we run 
a number of student competitions 
covering a range of activities such as: 
Photography, Bake-Off, Fun Run, Sports 
Day and Tug of War, where students gain 
achievement points that contribute to an 
overall inter-house competition.

Character Award

Each half term we focus on one of the 
school’s six character aspects: Respect, 
Integrity, Resilience, Courtesy, 
Responsibility and Enthusiasm. Staff 
nominate students that have displayed 
that character trait and the Head of 
Year selects a winner. Each nominee 
receives a postcard home, whilst the 
winner receives a badge for their 
blazer, and keeps a trophy for half a 
term.

Respect

Integrity

Responsibility

Enthusiasm

Resilience

Courtesy

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme 
is a programme of personal development 
activities for young people aged 14-25. 
The scheme provides opportunities for 
participation at three different levels and 
we offer the Bronze Award to students in 
Year 9 and the Silver Award to students in 
Year 10. Last year we had 88 students on 
the Bronze Award (Year 9) and 27 students 
on the Silver Award (Year 10).

Duke of 
Edinburgh Award 
Scheme
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Woking High School believes that learning 
outside the classroom is an essential part of 
education. The school organises over 100 
visits each academic year, creating a rich 
and diverse curriculum.

Off-Site Visits

YEAR 7
History – Down and Wealdland Museum

Science / Geography – Alice Holt

Drama – Theatre Visit - Peter Pan Goes 
Wrong

YEAR 8
Computing – Bletchley Park

RE / English – Canterbury

English - Globe Theatre

Drama – Theatre Visit - Peter Pan Goes 
Wrong

YEAR 9
Drama – Theatre Visit - Everyone’s 
talking about Jamie

YEAR 10
Drama – Theatre Visit - The Comedy 
about a Bank Robbery, Blood Brothers

Geography – Field Trips 

YEAR 11 
Drama – Theatre Visit - The Comedy 
about a Bank Robbery, Blood Brothers

Art – Gallery Visits

Year 7 Camp

Year 8 Watersports

Year 9 Battlefields

Year 10 MFL, GCSE Geography 
Iceland

Year 11 Zambia (Cambodia has now 
been added for 2021)

Real Madrid Football Tour

Ski Tour

Music Tour

Day Visits Residential 
Visits



Career Services

Inspiring Your Future Career Fair (Years 9, 
10, 11) 
Careers Day (Year 9)
Arts in Industry (Day 11 – whole school)
Business in Finance Day (Year 8)
Work Experience Week (Year 10)
Science lecture by Dr Caroline Wilmott 
(Year 10)
Author Visits by Matt Dickenson, Julia 
Sykes (all year groups)

School Events

Brooklands College (Year 10 & 11)
The National Apprenticeship Show 
(Year 10 visit)
Woking College taster days (Year 10)

St Edmund Hall, Oxford (Year 11 
visit) St Columba’s, Cambridge (Year 
11 English GCSE visit)
Sussex University - Big Bang Show 
(Year 10 Science)
University of Surrey – STEAM 
Festival (Year 8)

Microsoft HQ (Year 9 visit) 
McClaren HQ (Year 10 & 11)
Ubisoft (Year 11 workshop)
Shell ‘Make the Future Live’ at 
Mercedes Benz World (Year 7-9 
Science visit)

Post 16 Links

University Links

Industry Links
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