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We have an excellent reputation for the quality of the 

education we provide and are very proud of our students and 

their achievements.

Our motto of ‘Aspire, Enjoy, Achieve’ encapsulates the ethos 

of our school where every individual is encouraged and 

supported to do the best they can do, and to be the best they 

can be and tells of the positive experience students have both 

inside and out of the classroom. 

We have high expectations of students in all aspects of their 

school life, both academically and as members of our school 

community and they meet this challenge admirably. Staff, 

students and their families work supportively together to make 

the best of their time at Soar Valley, to ensure every learner 

achieves their potential and leaves school well prepared for the 

next stage in their education.

Julie Robinson

Principal

WELCOME
The staff, governors and students would like to welcome you to 
Soar Valley College, a highly successful school with a distinctive 
character and ethos.   

High Expectations WELCOME

Our vision states: At Soar Valley College, 

every individual is highly valued.

We are committed to providing a 

stimulating and caring environment, within 

which ALL aspire to reach the highest 

standards, enjoy every aspect of school life 

and achieve their full potential.



WELCOME “A very 
welcoming school. 

Very friendly 
and approachable 

teachers. The 
school is great.”  

Year 7 Parent

“Teaching is 
exemplary… 

Teachers have very 
high expectations 

and ensure students 
make substantial 

progress.”
Ofsted



“The College has very high 
expectations and makes 
challenging demands on 
students. Both teaching 

and support staff are highly 
effective, as they command 
the respect of the students 
and know them very well.”  

Ofsted   

ASPIRE



At Soar Valley we value effort 
above all and believe there 
are no ceilings to student 
achievement.

ASPIRE

Our Soar Valley Way ensures that everyone understands the 

expectations around behaviour and what it means to be a 

Soar Valley student. Students are proud of their diverse school 

community and show high levels of respect and tolerance 

towards each other.

The taught curriculum at Soar Valley takes into consideration 

the needs of all students. It offers challenge for all to attain the 

very highest levels of academic achievement and support for 

those who require it. We are proud of our history of academic 

success whilst also celebrating all aspects of the child. We are 

the ‘hub school’ for Mathematics in the city of Leicester and 

lead the way on developments both locally and further afield.  

The Soar Valley Way

A Rich and Varied Curriculum
Our students know that with maximum effort, focus and 

determination they can aspire to the greatest things 

and our relentless focus is on the progress that each 

individual makes. The challenge of being the best you 

can be whilst supporting others around you is one that 

our students rise to year after year. 

Effort is Everything



ENJOY
Teachers know their students extremely well and employ a wide 
variety of different styles and activities. 
This enables students to not only enjoy their lessons but make 

excellent progress during their time at Soar Valley. The quality 

of our teaching has been judged to be outstanding in recent 

external reviews. 

Our strong relationships with all our students and their parents 

underpins much of our success and helps students to feel 

safe and supported in achieving their very best. We are rightly 

proud of the excellent standard of care, guidance and support 

offered to students throughout their time with us and of the 

positive feedback students give us about how much they enjoy 

school.

Soar Valley students enjoy coming to school as reflected in 

their high levels of attendance. They have a clear sense of 

community, a strong loyalty and a true commitment to the 

school. Students are keen to make an active contribution to 

their community, both inside and outside of school.

Extra-curricular provision at Soar Valley is outstanding and 

contributes significantly to the richness of the experience for 

our students. A focus on wider experiences, in addition to the 

academic curriculum, ensure the development of well-rounded 

and confident young citizens.

We pride ourselves on building positive relationships

Students are proud to belong to the college

School is about much more than what goes on in the classroom ENJOY



ENJOY

“Students are proud to 
belong to the college. They 
demonstrate outstanding 

behaviour and attitudes to 
their learning. There is a 

great deal of maturity and 
respect towards all learning.  
Students tolerance for each 

other and their ability to 
listen are excellent.”

Ofsted



ACHIEVE

 “The fantastic 
support and high 

quality teaching at Soar 
Valley prepared us for 

the challenges ahead at 
college and university.” 

Ex-student



ACHIEVE

Our GCSE results are consistently high; this is down to the 

commitment of both students and staff, and the strong 

partnership with parents and carers. Students achieve much 

better results at Soar Valley than might be expected in other 

schools. Our results, particularly in the core academic subjects 

are always among the best in the city.

Our inclusive approach allows all students to make rapid and 

sustained progress.  We encourage students to be reflective 

and take responsibility for their learning in a safe and 

supportive environment where they can thrive.

We offer a comprehensive programme designed to ensure 

students make informed choices post 16. The vast majority 

of our students go on to higher education and credit their 

experiences at Soar Valley as being instrumental in helping 

them to achieve further academic success.

Excellent outcomes

The community we serve rightly 
demands the highest academic 
standards and we consistently 
deliver these in a caring 
environment.

Preparation for the Next Stage

Support for all

ACHIEVE



We have excellent sports facilities including a fitness suite, 

floodlit all-weather pitch, sports hall, dance studio, tennis 

courts and spacious outdoor areas. An indoor netball centre 

has been constructed in association with Sport England and 

the England Netball Association. Purpose built facilities for 

Drama, Art and Design and Music contribute to high levels of 

engagement and achievement in the Creative Arts. Technology 

is used across the curriculum to enhance learning and we 

are always looking at new ways of making learning engaging 

and even more focussed in order to maximise levels of 

achievement.

An impressive, and 
well-resourced school.

 “Thank you so much 
for your amazing 
support and help 
whenever it was 

needed.” 
Parent

“Teachers are really 
good across the 

board. I enjoy my 
lessons and I know 
that if I need extra 
help, I will get it.” 

Year 10 student

“Leaders have 
successfully 

created a culture 
where learning is 

celebrated by both 
staff and students.” 

Ofsted
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Soar Valley College is an Outstanding school, as judged by Ofsted and as shown through our results 

each year.  Whilst very proud of our achievements we are far from complacent, always striving to 

improve the provision and outcomes for the young people in our care. 

At Soar Valley College, every individual is highly valued. We are committed to providing a stimulating and caring 

environment, within which ALL 

ASPIRE to reach the highest standards, 

ENJOY every aspect of school life and 

ACHIEVE their full potential. 

 

                 

The following pages contain further information.  Should there be anything else you require, do please refer to our website or contact 

us.  The details contained in this booklet are correct at the time of publication but may be subject to change. 

 

This College is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share 

this commitment. 



 

 

 

 

 

It’s all about effort 

At Soar Valley we value effort above all else. We expect every student, regardless of ability, to do 

their best and to be the best they can be.  We know everyone can try, and expect this to be the 

case.  We celebrate effort and will talk to students and parents/carers about this first and foremost, 

and then about grades. In this way, every child can be a success! 

 

High expectations for all aspects of school life 

High expectations of behaviour are essential for students to do well at school. We are all guided by 

‘The Soar Valley Way’ which is a shared set of expected behaviour and attitudes that underpin our 

college ethos of ‘Aspire Enjoy Achieve’.  If students stray from the ‘Soar Valley Way’, staff may use 

a variety of sanctions to address and attempt to rectify this.  Our Behaviour for Learning principles 

make clear the behaviour that will enable students to become successful learners. These are 

displayed in classrooms.  

Like all schools we have some basic rules to which we expect our students to adhere.  These are 

linked to the principles in ‘The Soar Valley Way’.  For example, for key stage 3 students, we do not 

allow mobile phones, which can be lost and/or have a disruptive effect on learning.  No responsibility 

will be taken by the college for any loss. 

Students can earn reward points in line with our ethos of ‘Aspire, Enjoy, Achieve’, with exceptional 

effort, participation and engagement in lessons being rewarded. They may also receive postcards 

home or be nominated as a Soar Valley Star for outstanding work or contribution. These achievements are publicly recognised and celebrated.  

ASPIRE 
Effort 

High expectations 

High quality 
curriculum 



Attendance and Punctuality 

Our school attendance has regularly been amongst the highest in the City.  We are very proud of this.  Excellent attendance and punctuality are 

essential for all students; it is no surprise that those with better attendance are more successful at school and so we work with parents to ensure 

attendance is as high as possible.  If, however, a student is likely to be away from College, parents are asked to inform us by phone or in writing.  

On the first day that a student is absent parents will be informed through our text messaging system.  Parents are asked to keep the College 

informed of any changes to contacts/telephone details for this purpose. 

Following changes to law and as approved by the Governing body, no authorised absence is granted to students in years 7 – 11 for non-

educational purposes. It is therefore important that, so far as possible, medical and similar appointments are arranged outside College hours. 

A student feeling ill at College must ask the teacher for permission to go to the Medical room.  The Welfare Assistant will take appropriate action.  

If the student is too ill to stay at College or has to go to a doctor or to the hospital, the student's parents will be contacted.  It is for this reason that 

parents are asked to provide the College with an up-to-date emergency telephone number. 

A letter is required immediately a student returns after any absence.  A letter is also required if a student needs to leave the premises for an 

appointment. 

 

Our Curriculum 

“The college has very high expectations and makes challenging demands on students. Both teaching and support staff are highly 

effective, as they command the respect of the students and know them very well. Students thrive and enjoy most lessons greatly and, 

as a result, teaching in most subject areas is exemplary and leads to students’ outstanding achievement.” Ofsted 2014 

All tutor groups are mixed ability; that is they contain students of different levels of ability.  In most subjects in Year 7 the students are initially 

taught in these mixed ability groups.  They are setted in Maths during Year 7 and in various other subjects in Years 8 and 9, for example, in 

Science and Languages.  

At Key Stage 3 (Years 7 – 9) students at Soar Valley follow the National Curriculum.  At Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) there is a core of 

compulsory subjects and a range of courses from which students choose (see next page).  The teaching of all courses is characterised by a 

variety of challenging teaching methods and the quality of teaching is very high. 

 

 

 



Years 7-9 (Key Stage 3) Years 10-11 (Key Stage 4) 
 

English  
Mathematics  
Science 
French or German 
Geography 
History 
Religious Studies 
Design & Technology 
Computing 
Art 
Drama 
Music 
Physical Education/Dance 
Personal Development (PSHE) 

Core subjects studied by all students  
English Language 
English Literature 
Mathematics 
Science (double award) 
Physical Education 
Religious Studies 
Personal Development 
 
Plus 3 options, subjects, which currently include; 
Citizenship, *Computer Science, Fine Art, Food Technology, *French, 
*German, *Geography, Graphics, Health and Fitness, *History, ICT, Media 
Studies, Music, Performing Arts, Photography, Physical Education, 
Product Design, Health and Fitness, Textiles, *Triple Science 
 
*Each student must choose at least one of these starred subjects  

Relationships and Sex Education 

We help students to gain knowledge and understanding of how people grow and change as they mature towards adult life.  In addition we 

encourage students to explore attitudes towards sexual relationships and to develop strategies for control over their own lives.  We also focus on 

understanding roles within a family.  Physical, social and emotional aspects of relationships are explored, including examining possible 

consequences of decisions taken, along with specific issues such as birth control and sexually transmitted infections. 

A variety of teaching materials have been selected from approved health education authority sources.  Parents are welcome to view these 

resources.   

Most of the programme will be delivered as part of the Science curriculum and during Personal Development lessons.   

Religious Education 

Religious Education is taught as a discrete subject throughout Years 7-11. 

Under statutory requirements for a daily act of collective worship, students meet as a year group once a week for an assembly.  On all other 

mornings, registration time with the Form Tutor provides a time for reflection, quiet reading, reinforcement of basic rules, sharing of information, 

etc.  

If a parent wishes to withdraw their child from Religious Education or morning assembly they should contact the relevant Head of Year to discuss 

the issue in the first instance. 



Homework 

Homework is an essential part of each student’s curriculum.  The homework could be revision, reading or research as well as written work.  The 

amount of time spent on each subject will vary and in Years 10 and 11 the amount is increased. 

 

Students are given a student planner which reminds them when homework for individual 

subjects should be handed in. All homework is also recorded on the online school 

homework calendar.  Students and parents can use this to see what homework has been 

set, what the particular task is and when the homework is due in. There is a link on the 

school website which takes students and parents to this homework calendar.  It helps 

students to plan so that they give themselves adequate time in which to complete their 

work and so do not leave all their homework tasks until the last minute!  Parents are asked 

to check planners on a weekly basis and initial them to indicate they have done so. 

Students are able to stay in college after 3.00pm and use the Learning Resource Centre 

to complete homework tasks.  

 

  



Working Together in Partnership 

Communication 

We believe that the happiness and success of students in 

College depends heavily on parents and teachers working 

together.  We have a Parent-Student-School Agreement 

that recognises the importance of this partnership.  We 

encourage parents to take an active interest in the 

development of the College and in the progress of their 

child.   

Parents are kept informed, usually by letter, of events going 

on in College, of the College's achievements, of their child's 

progress and of any particular problems we might be having.  We may also send text messages to 

alert parents to particular events.  The website is an additional source of information, and we hope 

parents will follow us on twitter too! 

Similarly, we encourage parents to keep us informed about the development of their child and never 

to let worries or concerns linger.  Very often what can appear to be a major problem can be solved 

by a phone call or visit to the school.  We are always happy to talk with parents, discuss their concerns 

and help in any way we can.  We hope that in this way we can forge a real partnership from which 

the College and all of its students must surely benefit.  

The Pastoral System 

Students are placed into a tutor group of approximately 26 students.  The Form Tutors, who usually move through the College with their forms, 

take responsibility for the well-being and progress of the students in their form.  They check their attendance and punctuality, their appearance, 

their attitude to work and their behaviour.  They advise students who have problems, offer them support and, when necessary, consult parents.   

In this important pastoral role the Form Tutors work closely with all their colleagues including Heads of Year, Associate Heads of Year, Pastoral 

Support Workers, Assistant Principals, Vice Principals and the Principal.   

“A distinct feature of the college’s culture in creating a very purposeful environment for learning is the excellent relationships between 

the teachers and the students. One student summarised the feeling of others: ‘It’s not just the teachers, it’s all staff.’ Students feel that 

the staff make time and get to know them very well.” Ofsted 2014 
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Reporting to Parents 

A report on each student’s progress is issued each term.  The report includes 

teacher assessments, effort scores and target grades and any cause for concern.  

The student’s attendance record is also shared. 

Each year group also has a Parents’ Evening where parents can talk to subject 

teachers about progress and to set targets for future improvement.  Additionally, 

there is a Year 7 “Settling In” Evening during the Autumn Term, a useful opportunity 

to meet form tutors and discuss the transition to secondary school.   

“Very robust checking of students’ progress and high-quality teaching are 

leading to outstanding achievements by the students and exceptional 

attitudes to learning.” Ofsted 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

Participation in the wider life of the school 

At Soar Valley College we are justifiably proud of the wide variety of 

activities available for our students on a daily basis that we feel bring a 

range of benefits and opportunities.  These activities occur before school, 

lunch time or after school.  Our Learning Passports allow students to be 

rewarded for the extra-curricular activities they engage in and students 

have responded very positively towards this.  

We were the first school in the county to receive the Quality in Study 

Support (QiSS) award at Emerged Level and have since been the only 

school to gain Established Level.  Activities include:  

 



Breakfast Club 
A variety of healthy food and drinks, both hot and cold are served in the Dining Room every morning from 7.45am until 

8.30am.   

Games Club 
Games are provided in the Learning Resource Centre every morning from 8.00am – 8.35am.  Students are able to 

learn and play together amicably in a safe setting prior to commencing the school day.  

Homework Club 
A calm, supervised environment in the Learning Resource Centre allows students to do their homework using College 

resources and computers.  This is held every day from 3pm until 4pm. 

Subject Based 
Activities 

Most subjects offer sessions for the students to further pursue their interests and receive extra guidance from the 

teaching staff. 

Opportunities to 
pursue particular 
interests 

There is a wide variety on offer and for example may include chess, ICT or Art and Design, Book Clubs, Film Clubs, 

Games Club, Eco Groups etc. 

Creative Activities 
Music, street dance, drama, guitar and drum lessons are amongst those activities offered for students who wish to 

pursue creative activities. 

Physical Education 
and Sports 

A wide variety of sports is offered for all students, including football, hockey, trampolining, cricket, tennis, rugby, table 

tennis, badminton, fitness sessions, netball, basketball, rounders, aerobics, street dance and athletics.  They may be 

single or mixed sex, competitive or non-competitive situations. 

Students from the College have represented the City and County in many sports such as football, cricket, badminton, 

rounders, hockey, and college teams have been successful in these areas and others.   

Duke of Edinburgh 

Award Scheme 

This highly valued Award is offered to students in years 9, 10 and 11. Those involved in the Duke of Edinburgh 

programme also undertake expeditions as a part of their assessment. The success rate at Soar Valley is very strong, 

receiving special commendation. 

National Citizen 

Service (NCS) 

A great many students in year 11 take part in the NCS, a national scheme with the aim of building skills for work and 

life. 

Study Support 
Advice on how to study/revise and time to undertake homework or additional work is offered to Key Stage 4 students 

using the College ICT facilities each day at lunchtime and after school. 

Trips and Visits 

We are very proud of the large number and variety of trips and visits offered to students.  In the recent past these have 

included trips to France and Germany, residentials in Wales and the Lake District, visits to Bosworth Battlefield, 

numerous theatre visits, Poetry Live, the Mathematics Team Challenge and skiing trip to name but a few.   

 



 

 

Academic Excellence 

We are very proud of the academic achievements of our students. Students at Soar Valley achieve 

some of the highest results in the city year after year, and progress measures are consistently 

strong. 

Performance information 2019 

The way that schools’ performance measures are judged has changed in recent years.  New 

GCSEs are graded from 9 to 1, rather than from A* to G as previously, 2019 was the first year 

where all subjects were graded in this way, meaning comparisons with previous years is not 

possible. 

A key performance measure for schools is the proportion of students who attained a ‘Good Pass’ in English and mathematics (grade 4 or 

above).  A ‘Strong Pass’ is considered to be grade 5 and above.  For English, it is the student’s best grade of English Language and Literature 

which is included. 

The national figures for 16 year olds achieving Grade 4+ 

in English Language, Literature and mathematics are 

62%, 74% and 60% respectively. 

As can be seen from the table, Soar Valley’s results are 

significantly above national and, as such, demonstrate excellent levels of progress for our students from their starting points on entry in year 7. 

We are also very proud of the achievement of our most able students, with 18% and 27% of our students gaining Grade 7 and above in English 

Language and mathematics, compared with 14% and 16% nationally, indicating our students perform well above national expectations. 

 

 

 

 English AND 

maths 

English 

Language 

English 

Literature 
Mathematics 

% Grade 4+ 64 74 78 69 
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Progress Measures 

A figure called Progress 8 is also reported on. This figure is a calculation based on the achievement across 8 subjects for each student based 

on whether they met, exceeded or were below their expected performance in each subject. A figure is then calculated for the whole school. -0.5 

is considered to be the ‘floor standard’, or the minimum expected standard set by the government. This figure was +0.5 for Soar Valley in 2017, 

+0.3 in 2018, and is estimated to be +0.5 for 2019 (final figures will not be released by the government until later in the Autumn term).   

This means our students make significantly more progress than their peers nationally on average, and indicates very 

strong performance. 

The English Baccalaureate 

The EBacc is a measure that continues to be reported on. This year 15% of students gained the EBacc, meaning they gained grade 5 or above 

in English, maths, science, and two from Geography, History, Computer Science and French or German.  Our policy is to not enforce any 

particular option choices on students, but to allow them to follow their strengths and interests.  At Soar Valley, students who are capable of 

doing the EBacc are advised that this is a pathway that they should consider but they are not made to do so if their interests and abilities lie in 

other subjects. The EBacc figure reflects this student-centred approach and the breadth of our curriculum.  

Attainment 8 
This is the average grade that students obtained in their GCSEs at a school, and for 2018 this is 46.97.  Given that our students have very 

varied starting points when they enter the school in year 7, this is a very impressive outcome and again represents outstanding progress. 

Destination measures 
A measure of a school’s success is how well-prepared students are for the next stage in their life. In 2018 99.2% of our students were in full-

time education, employment or training by November of the year they left school.  This reflects the strong emphasis in school on careers 

education and preparation for working life. 

 

 

 

 



Valuing Everyone 

“The curriculum is highly effective.  It is planned to suit the needs of the individual.  The provision for more able students allows 

them to be challenged fully and to achieve higher-level qualifications.” Ofsted 2014 

More Able Learners 

Students identified as more able in each subject have a range of opportunities to extend and enrich their learning, both within and outside the 

curriculum.  Their achievements are closely monitored as part of our formal review procedures.   

Many students are very gifted in many subjects and are given a wealth of opportunities to succeed at the very highest level. This includes 

curriculum provision, for example, Triple Science is studied by many in Key Stage 4, and the most able mathematicians take an additional 

qualification leading to A level.   

There are numerous additional opportunities for students to develop their interests, abilities and talents, such as the national (and international!) 

Maths Challenges, visits and activities (such as debating competitions, links with the Space Centre, etc.). 

Special Educational Needs 

All schools and colleges in England have to identify children who have Special Educational Needs.  This may be due to difficulties with learning, 

communication and interaction, behaviour or mental health issues, or a medical need.  Students with additional needs will be named on a 

Special Educational Needs Register which will be shared with all staff to ensure that their needs are met across the curriculum and in all 

aspects of school life. 

At Soar Valley we are determined to identify students with additional needs early, by liaising closely with primary schools and through 

assessments when students start with us.  Students are supported in a variety of ways including in-class support and small group interventions, 

and targeted interventions focus on the development of reading, language, numeracy, communication and social skills, occasionally involving 

intensive support on an individual basis.  We are keen to involve students and parents in addressing and supporting additional needs.  We 

regularly review progress so that when students no longer require additional support their name will be removed from the Special Educational 

Needs Register.   

Language Development 

Members of our SEN staff work in partnership with subject teachers to develop activities and resources to enhance the English language skills 

of all students.  They provide support for students who use English as an additional language, helping them to acquire the English language skills 

that will enable them to achieve their full potential. 

 

 



Preparation for Life 

Careers Education and Guidance 

We aim to provide all our students with the skills, knowledge and information to enable them to make decisions about their futures which are 

consistent with their abilities and needs.  A variety of activities are in place to ensure students are well prepared for the next stage in their 

education or training, including: 

 Personal Development lessons which cover Careers Education in years 8 and 9.  In 

years 10 and 11 students follow a careers guidance programme covering key aspects 

of the world of work and post-16 education. 

 One to one interviews, supported by an extensive Careers library. 

 A ‘World of Work’ (WoW) week in Year 10 which includes practice applications and 

interviews, visits to colleges, universities and places of work.  

 Assemblies and tutor periods devoted to Careers Education in Years 8-11.. 

 Information evenings for parents and students, including a Post-16 Evening in 

October with representatives from Colleges of Further Education, Sixth Form 

Colleges, Training Providers (Apprenticeships), local employers and local 

universities.  

 

Guidance and support at transition points  

Smooth transitions at other key points in a child’s education are essential, both in terms of student wellbeing but also academic 

progression.  We are very proud of our extensive transition procedures which are designed to ensure students and families feel welcomed, safe 

and equipped to flourish at Soar Valley. 

Transition from primary school begins in March when we welcome all new students to the school, followed by a full transition day in July with a 

focus on building new relationships as well as communicating our high expectations.  Each new tutor group is assigned trained Year 8 Peer 

Buddies, another supportive mechanism as they assist with the initial movement around our building, encouraging and forging new friendships, 

and support with class work. 

Unlike many other schools our transition does not stop here.  All new Year 7s then experience an extended transition of team building activities, 

literacy workshops and a series of specially designed breakout sessions which are centred around our core values and building on skills such 

as resilience, empathy and questioning, in order to be successful in and out of the classroom. 

Extensive support is also built in to ease the move to Key Stage 4 and exam courses, and then to post-16 provision. 

 



Practical Information 

The school day  

School opens at 8.00am for those attending our Breakfast Club, and at 8.15am for all others.  The day begins formally at 8.45am with an 

assembly or registration in Tutor Groups. 

The day is comprised of five one-hour lessons, with a 20 minutes’ break during the morning and 40 minutes for lunch, 12.20 – 13.00 for Year 7 

and 8. 13.20 – 14.00 for Year 9, 10 and 11.  

The teaching day ends at 3.00pm, and there is then a wealth of after-school activities for students each day, including the Learning resource 

Centre which is open for students until 4.00pm for students to complete homework, do research, or simply to enjoy reading. 

Lunchtime arrangements 

In the interest of the health and safety of all of our students, we 

encourage them to stay on the school site at lunchtimes.  Our 

school kitchens prepare a wide variety of hot food daily, offering 

a wide choice including vegetarian meals.  Sandwiches, salads, 

pasta are also available each day.   

Students load money onto their identity cards so that no money 

changes hands at the till point.  This can be done in school with 

cash or online via the School gateway. Those eligible for free 

school meals have the designated amount loaded onto their 

cards automatically each day.  

Students may of course also choose to bring a packed lunch 

from home. 

Uniform 

We have high expectations of all students at Soar Valley and 

standards of uniform are no exception.  The uniform is very smart, and our students are a credit to the College.  Items of clothing must conform 

exactly to the uniform, most of which is available from Uniform Direct, online at www.uniform-direct.com or through the retail outlet in Leicester 

city centre.  

 
 

http://www.uniform-direct.com/


Admissions 
 

The admission arrangements for this school are managed by Leicester City Council School Admissions Service, Customer Service Centre, York 
House, 91 Granby Street, Leicester, LE1 6FB, website www.leicester.gov.uk/admissions 
 
The number of preferences (1, 2 or 3) received by the closing date last year was 834.  As this was more than the number of places, they were 
prioritised and allocated on 1st March 2018 as follows. More than the agreed total for the school were allocated to cater for historical ‘drop off’ 
each year. 
 

Order Of 

Criteria 

No. of places 

allocated 
Over subscription criteria 

1.  1 Children who have a statement of SEN or an EHC Plan 

2.  1 
Children in the care of a local authority within England or who were previously in the care of a local authority within 
England. 

3.  0 Children who were previously in care outside of England. 

4.  3 Pupils who have a serious medical condition or exceptional social or domestic need. 

5.  102 Children whose home address is in the catchment area of the secondary school with a sibling at the school. 

6.  15 
Children whose home address is outside the catchment area of the secondary school with a sibling at the school. By 
sibling we mean a brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, or a child of the parent/carer’s 
partner and in every case the child must be living in the same family unit at the same address. 

7.  196 Children whose home address is in the catchment area of the secondary school. 

8.  0 Children who are sons/daughters of staff working at the school for at least 2 years at the time of application.  

9.  0 
Children whose home address is outside of the catchment area of the secondary school and who have requested a 
place 

 
TOTAL 

318  

 
The school’s Planned Admission Number is 255. However, more places have been made available at the school, taking the total in each year 
group to 312.  
 

APPLICATION FORMS are available from the Education Authority.   

The closing date for preferences is 31st October 2019.  
 

Published Admission Number  255 

Agreed additional places for Y7 57 

Total 2017 onwards  312 

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/admissions
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