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In this guide you'll find information about the  
different full time courses and apprenticeships you 
can study at Gateshead College after your GCSEs.

Choosing what to do 
after your GCSE exams is 
not an easy decision.

It’s important to choose to study 
somewhere that feels the right fit for 
you. As well as our outstanding teachers, 
we have a team of professional experts 
who support you every step of the 
way; career advisors, learning support 
workers, mental health workers and 
finance advisors are here to help you in 
and out of the classroom.

I’m incredibly proud of the achievements 
of our students who go on to work
for prestigious employers and secure 
places at the best universities. I would 
encourage you to consider becoming 
one of them and I personally promise we 
will do all we can to help you succeed.
 
Best wishes,

Judith Doyle
Principal and Chief Executive
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EDUCATION
WITH 
EMPLOYMENT
EDGE.

At Gateshead College 
we give our students the 
employment edge.  
 
What does this mean?

It means work-ready 
students with the unique 
combination of high quality 
education and the real world 
skills employers demand. 

We develop and deliver our 
courses with some of the 
region’s best companies, 
so our students learn from 
the most knowledgeable 
people around.

When they leave us, our 
students have a CV bursting 
with relevant experience, 
the confidence to stand out 
and a work ethic to make 
any employer proud.
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THE 
NO.1
COLLEGE
IN THE 
NORTH EAST.
FACT.

OUR SUCCESS 
RATES 
ARE 5.5% ABOVE 
THE OTHER 
COLLEGES
IN THE 
REGION.

90.4%
Gateshead College 

success rate 2015/16

84.9%
Regional colleges 

average success rate 
2015/16

Our fantastic success 
rates mean we’re not 
only the best performing 
college in the region, but 
the fourth best performing 
college in the country.

Source: Skills Funding Agency (SFA) 2015/16 data. 
SFA is an executive agency, sponsored by the 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills.
Information correct at time of going to print.
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OUR
PROMISE
TO YOU.

We promise you a  
top quality education 
with real world skills 
that will help you in life 
as well as in work.

WE WON’T  
PATRONISE 
YOU. 
You’re your own person, a young adult 
and an individual and that’s how we’ll 
treat you. We won’t talk down to you, 
pretend we know best or ignore your 
opinion.  

 

WE’LL TREAT 
YOU  
AS AN 
INDIVIDUAL.
We promise a learning experience 
that’s just for you, designed around 
your strengths and ambitions.

 

WE’LL GIVE  
YOU AN  
EXPERIENCE  
AS WELL AS  
AN  
EDUCATION.
We’ll use our insider knowledge, 
best in class employer partnerships, 
creative minds, commercial know-how,  
enterprising approach and fantastic 
facilities to ensure your time with us is 
an experience as well as an education.
 

WE’LL  
INSPIRE  
YOU.
Our teachers love to teach.  
They want to share their knowledge,  
inspire and motivate you.  
They’ll push you when you need it,  
nurture you when you don’t  
and be your biggest cheerleader  
along the way. 

 

WE’LL HELP 
YOU BE
OUTSTANDING 
AND  
STAND OUT.
You’ll leave us job-ready with a 
CV packed with experiences and skills 
for life and work, as well as a qualification 
and the confidence to stand out. 

WE’LL ASK 
YOU TO  
WORK HARD,  
BUT  
YOU’LL  
ENJOY IT.
Nothing worth having comes easy.  
We’ll ask you to dig in, work 
hard, challenge yourself and be 
outstanding. And we’ll be with 
you every step of the way.
 

WE’LL WORK  
HARD TOO,  
FOR YOU.
We’re on the same team, playing by 
the same rules. Learning is a two-way 
street and we’ll put everything we’ve 
got into making sure you succeed.  
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YOUR 
CAREER 
STARTS 
HERE.

Independent Careers Advice
We have a team of qualified, expert 
and independent careers advisors, 
something many schools can no longer 
afford. Working with you from day one, 
they’ll help you map out your future 
and make good decisions: whether 
that’s applying for a job, supporting your 
university application or helping you  
fast-track to an apprenticeship.

You can make an appointment with 
them while you’re still at school to help 
you decide what to do when you leave 
or drop in to see them at any of our 
enrolment events.

JobLab 
JobLab is our bespoke website 
dedicated to guiding you through 
the process of getting on the right 
track to the career you want. Packed 
full of advice and top tips on topics 
such as getting your first job, going to 
university and even setting up your own 
business, the site also advertises job 
vacancies, including part time work, 
apprenticeships, work placements 
and volunteering opportunities.
Visit: www.joblabgateshead.co.uk 
 

Career Coach 
For information on different 
job roles, salaries and current  
vacancies in our region, check out 
Career Coach. Find it at  
www.gateshead.ac.uk/careercoach.

This might help you make the right 
decision about the courses you wish 
to take.

Work experience
With a network of over 450 employers, 
we will give you an inspirational work 
experience placement that helps build 
the valuable skills employers want and 
provide practical examples for university 
applications. Many of our students 
have secured full time jobs with their 
placement employer; so could you! 

Our goal is to give you a head start 
when it comes to finding the right job, 
apprenticeship or university place.  
 
This is why we’ve invested in a team 
of experts and handy tools to help get 
you on the right path from day one. 

Talented IT student  
Adam Coates has 
launched his own 
business while studying 
Software Development.
 
He took part in a design 
competition at college
and was chosen to sell his
products at the handPICKED
store in intu Metrocentre.

Adam developed t-shirt designs
using the word ‘Tyne’ and striking
illustrations of landmarks from
the riverside as well as the iconic
Angel of the North.

He was able to launch his 
business thanks to a small
start-up loan from Gateshead
College which he will pay
back in manageable instalments
with any profits used to further
develop his products and
business.

Our intu Metrocentre store is pretty 
special. It gives our talented young 
entrepreneurs the opportunity to 
test and market their products and 
showcase their retail flair. 
 
It's also a place for students to gain 
valuable work experience and we 
employ retail apprentices too. 

Gateshead College students receive 
a 10% discount on handPICKED 
products. Ask in store for more details.

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 /wearehandpicked

        /wearehandpicked

STUDENTS
ARE 
HANDPICKED.
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WE LIKE
TO BE
SOCIAL!
Follow us on 
social media to 
stay up to date 
with events, 
competitions, 
news and what 
our students 
get up to.

1312

#gatesheadcollege

gatesheadcoll

@gatesheadcoll

@gatesheadcollege



Even though we have more 
students than schools,  
we’re geared up to look after 
every single person and have 
a team of experts on hand to 
help with every aspect of your 
life at college, including any 
individual needs you may have. 
 
 
 
 
 

Our specialist team can help with:
 ● Learning difficulties

 ● Physical and sensory disabilities

 ● Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, ADHD, Aspergers 
or other specific learning difficulty

 ● Mental health and well-being

 ● Money, finance and benefits

 ● Careers advice.

YOU'RE
MORE 
THAN
A NUMBER.

Gateshead College Bursary
Lots of our students receive help from
our bursary of up to £700 to cover the 
costs of:

 ● Travel - you could enjoy travel   
 support worth up to £500

 ● Uniforms or kit – a saving of up              
 to £100

 ● Other course related costs
 ● Competition entry fees
 ● Trips and experiences that  enhance  

 your learning
 ● Travel to university or job interviews. 

 

Sport & Dance Bursaries
If you study dance or sport with us, you 
could benefit from extra funding.

Free benefits for everyone
All our students enjoy a range of 
benefits:

 ● Free IT software
 ● Free gym membership
 ● Free fitness classes
 ● Free parking*
 ● Discounted food
 ● Discounted haircuts and 

 beauty treatments. 
 
 
 
 

Free college meals
Free lunches are available to some 
students – saving you more than  
£300 a year.  Plus free breakfasts for  
all students.
 

Gateshead College Foundation
If you study with us you can apply for 
cash towards travel costs, course fees, 
equipment, clothing for a job interview 
or anything that will give you the 
employment edge. You can apply at 
www.gateshead.ac.uk/foundation

Check out our exclusive 
benefits to help you 
save money and make 
the most of college.

MONEY 
SAVING 
GUIDE.

Get up to 
£1000 
a year.

All funding applications/awards are based on household income or qualifying benefits.
* £10 per year parking permit charge applies. This is refunded when you leave.

Travel 
support 

worth up 
to £500.

1514
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English and maths skills are 
vitally important to employers, 
which is why we include 
these skills in all our study 
programmes.  

Which English and maths option is right  
for me? 
You’ll receive a personalised 
programme to help you progress 
regardless of the level you start at.

To help us decide which level you 
need to study, we take you through 
some initial assessments either before 
you join us or during your first two 
weeks. This shows us where your 
strengths and weaknesses are. 
We combine these results with 
your qualifications and make a 
decision about the right English 
and maths programme for you.

Everyone is different and we will make 
sure we find the best option for you, 
and will really support you to 
get the results you need.

IT ALL 
ADDS 
UP.

Need to re-sit?     
No problem.

If you didn’t achieve 
a grade A*-C/9-4 in your 
GCSE maths or English, 

don’t worry. You'll re-sit the 
exams with us and we’ll 

help you prepare.

Did you know, Gateshead 
has a thriving tech industry 
with 30% more people 
employed in technology than 
the average for anywhere 
else in the country. 

Pretty impressive,  
wouldn’t you agree? 

Plus, Gateshead Technology Park,  
which is right on our doorstep,  
has become the go-to place for  
tech companies, with agencies  
working with global big-hitters such 
as Facebook, Disney and Marvel.

So, if you’re thinking about 
developing your tech talent,  there’s 
nowhere better to start than with 
us where you’ll be plugged into 
this innovative world of work.

Our industry partners include:
GET
INTO
TECH.

16 17
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This means:
 ● Our students get the very best 

quality of education, support, 
assessment and advice

 ● They have access to relevant 
work experience and real 
world opportunities 

 ● We only recruit teachers who are at 
the top of their professional game

 ● We have an award-winning 
careers advice team 

Anything less than outstanding just 
isn’t good enough for our students, our 
employer partners and our community.

THE ONLY 
OUTSTANDING 
COLLEGE IN  
TYNE AND WEAR.
RESULT. Visit  

www.gateshead.ac.uk 
/ofsted to find out more.

We’re the only 
college in the  

Tyne and Wear region 
to be graded by  

Ofsted as  
outstanding.
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9 SPORTS. 
1 COLLEGE. 
NO CONTEST.

WHY US?
We’re at the top of our game when it comes 
to sport, education and training:

 ● We work in partnership with  
some of the best employers in  
the region such as Gateshead FC,  
Newcastle United Foundation 
and Newcastle Eagles

 ● Our coaching team work closely with Gateshead 
Football Club experts to talent spot and fast 
track students to the scholarship programme

 ● Up to 9 hours of professional training 
each week, access to competitions and 
specialist sport academy coaches 

 ● Free access to physiotherapy 
assessments and treatment 

 ● The opportunity to compete in local, 
national and international competitions 

 ● A personalised training and 
development programme

 ● Up to £1200 of financial support to 
help with costs like travel

 ● Up to £6000 of investment in  
personal development and  
training programmes 
 

ACADEMY  
SUCCESSES.
Winners ECFA National Championships 2016/17 
 - Men's Football Academy 
18 Regional League titles – Men’s Football Academy
Winners of ABL Northern Conference League 2016/17 
and ABL National Championship runners-up 2016/17 - 
Basketball Academy 
10 Regional Cups  - Men’s Football Academy
Winners of the AoC Sport North East league from 
(2011-2015) – Netball Academy
AoC Sport Rugby Union North East league winners – 
Rugby Academy
ESFA National Champions 2016/17  
– Women’s Football Academy
AoC Elite League Winners (2015/16)  
– Women’s Football Academy
AoC National Play off Winners (2015/16)  
– Women’s Football Academy

FREE
Adidas 

kit

9 specialist academies: 
 ● Athletics
 ● Basketball
 ● Boxing
 ● Cricket
 ● Golf
 ● Men's football
 ● Netball
 ● Rugby
 ● Women's football

Our Academy for Sport is home to 
nine specialist sport academies, 
all offering outstanding 
training, coaching and playing 
opportunities for everyone. 

You can study any full time 
course with us and join one of our 
fantastic sport academies.

Our world class educational, training, 
scientific and coaching facility is 
comparable to the best in the  
country and our trophy 
cabinet speaks for itself.  
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We have four different 
campuses across 
Gateshead, all with world 
class facilities including:
Relaxed social spaces
Gym
Salon & Spa
Music recording studios
Restaurants
Costa & Starbucks
Science labs
Boxing suite
Sports science and medicine facilities
Mechanical maintenance workshops
83m indoor athletics track
Welding and fabrication workshops
Electronic lab
Pole vault, long jump and throw area
Spray paint booths
Free parking
3G pitches
Construction trade workshops

To find out more about each 
of our individual campus 
facilities click here. 
 
 

Find out about transport links,  
click here.

OUR 
CAMPUSES.

Get £s to 
help you  

with travel to all 
our campuses.
See page 15
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Choosing what to study after GCSE 
exams can be confusing.  There are 
so many different options available 
and it can be overwhelming.

Take our quick quiz to  help you decide what  choice is right for you.   

MAKE  
A CHOICE
THAT’S RIGHT
FOR YOU.

VOCATIONAL 
STUDY PROGRAMMES.
More practical and hands-on, 
vocational training will equip 
you with skills in a specific 
sector or trade.   
 
They can lead to university, an 
apprenticeship or straight into 
work. Visit our website to find 
out more about vocational 
study programmes.

APPRENTICESHIPS.
An apprenticeship sounds like 
it might suit you.  You usually 
spend four days a week in 
work and one day in college.  
You’ll be paid a wage and will 
complete qualifications. 

There are various apprenticeship 
levels which can lead to 
management positions. Take a 
look at our website to find out 
more about apprenticeships.

Yes

No

Do you like 
writing essays, sitting 
exams and traditional 

school style 
learning?

Do you feel like 
you are ready for 
the world of work 
and want to earn  

a wage?

A LEVELS.
A Levels could be for you.  
They tend to be a more 
academic and traditional way 
of learning.   
 
They last for two years and can 
lead to higher level or degree 
apprenticeships, foundation 
degrees, honours degrees or 
work. Find out more about  
A Levels on our website. 

Yes

No Yes
We can help. 

Speak to our 
Career Guidance Team 
or come along to one of  

our Enrolment Events 
for one-to-one  
career advice.

No

Do you enjoy 
practical,  

hands-on learning 
and focussing on one 

subject area? 

2726
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A LEVELS.

 ● Dedicated university application service
 ● Workshops by leading universities 

and visits to campuses  
 ● Ofsted outstanding teaching
 ● Chance to join the best sport 

academy in the region     
 ● Inspirational work experience 

placements
 ● Small class sizes and  

one-to-one support
 ● Expert careers advice             

There are lots of reasons 
to study A Levels at 
Gateshead College, 
proving why we are 
a level above other 
schools and colleges.

2928

SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what it's 
like to study  

A Levels  
with us.

29

A Levels

100%
of A Level students have  

gone into work or 
higher level training.

Art & Design 
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
English Language
English Language  
& Literature
English Literature
Film Studies
Further Maths
Government & Politics
History
Mathematics
Media Studies
Physics
Psychology
Sociology
Level 3 BTEC Sport

Online: Click here to go to our 
website. Choose your course then 
click 'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



APPRENTICESHIPS.

How much will I earn?
This depends on your 
employer but there are 
nationally set minimum wages 
depending on your age. 

How long does it take?
It depends on the type of 
apprenticeship and can vary 
from 12 months to 4 years. 
Most apprentices work for 
at least 30 hours a week.

 
 
 

What will I achieve?
A national qualification that is 
respected by employers around 
the world and a huge amount 
of work experience, putting 
you ahead in the jobs market.

Strong partnerships
We have worked with 
organisations such as  
world-class music venue  
Sage Gateshead, Gateshead 
Football Club, Mears Group, 
Aldi and Benfield Motors. This 
ensures our training remains 
relevant and up to date, 
providing our apprentices with 
valuable work ready skills.

If you want to work for a business 
that doesn't currently employ 
apprentices, for example a 
family firm, we can advise 
them on apprenticeship 
training and financial support.

WHAT IS AN 
APPRENTICESHIP? 
An apprenticeship is a mix of 
employment and training.

You’ll work for an employer 
while also spending time 
at college gaining industry 
recognised qualifications.

3130

SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what it's 
like to have an 
apprenticeship  

with us.

31
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Apprenticeships

Just some of the employers we have 
developed apprenticeship training for:

Find our vacancies 
Visit www.joblabgateshead.co.uk and tell 
us what kind of apprenticeship you’re 
interested in. We’ll let you know when we 
have something that suits you as well as 
helping you to prepare for interviews. 

If you’re still at school but know you want 
an apprenticeship, sign up now and we 
can get you job ready. 

Can't find a vacancy? 
One of the brilliant things about 
Gateshead College is that you can start 
a vocational study programme with us 
and move into an apprenticeship at any 
time if a vacancy becomes available.

This means you can get a job, 
earn a wage and complete 
your qualification. Result!

EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
We have a contact list of over 450 
employers in every sector, including 
some of the region's best, who trust us 
to train their apprentices.
Employers come to us to scout their 
new apprentice recruits.
Dedicated application and interview 
skills support.

We offer:
Beauty Therapy
Bricklaying
Bus & Coach Engineering 
and Maintenance
Business Administration
Business Improvement 
Techniques
Building Maintenance
Children and Young 
People’s Workforce
Community Arts
Computing & IT
Creative & Digital Media
Cultural & Heritage Venues
Customer Service
Driving Goods Vehicles
Electrical Installation
Engineering - General
Engineering - Maintenance
Hairdressing
Health & Social Care
Hospitality & Catering
Leadership Health &  
Social Care
Live Events & Promotions
Management
Manufacturing
Music Business
Plastering
Plumbing & Heating
Rail
Retail Skills
Social Media & ICT
Supply Chain
Team Leading
Technical Theatre
Vehicle Body Repair & Paint
Vehicle Mechanic  
(Light & Heavy)
Warehousing/Storage/
Logistics
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Online: Click here to go to 
our website. Choose your 
apprenticeship then click  
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



VOCATIONAL
STUDY
PROGRAMMES.

Automotive & Engineering  36

Business  44

Catering & Hospitality  50

Computing 56

Construction  62

Creative Industries  70
 ⚫  Art & Design, Media  

and Games Design 74
 ⚫  Music, Performing Arts 

& Dance  80
Hairdressing  84 
& Beauty Therapy  

Health, Social Care  92 
& Early Years 

Sport  98

Travel & Tourism                                   106

Uniformed Public Services              110
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AUTOMOTIVE 
& ENGINEERING.

EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
It’s a mix of high quality 
education and the real 
world skills employers 
look for. 

 ● You'll train in some of the 
best facilities in the UK.

 ● You'll study courses that 
are endorsed by employers 
ensuring they're up to date 
and industry relevant.

 ● You'll receive expert careers 
advice from our independent, 
award-winning team.

 ● You'll test your skills in 
competitions set by employers.

 ● You'll undertake relevant work 
experience which could lead to 
an apprenticeship or a job.

 ● You'll be mentored by some of 
the region's most successful 
business people.   

We work in partnershp 
with some of the best 
employers in the region 
including:

97%
of Automotive & Engineering 

students have gone 
into work or 

higher level training.
SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what 
it's like to study 
Automotive & 
Engineering  

with us.
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Automotive & Engineering
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Taking up the 
apprenticeship is the 
best career move 
I could have made.

Stephen McCarron 
Nissan Apprentice                                          

“

”

Automotive & Engineering



Courses

AUTOMOTIVE. 
Motor Vehicle Body Repair 
& Paint Refinishing
Level 1 
Accredited by the 
Intitute of Motor Inustry 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Although there may be no specific 
entry requirements, it’s helpful to 
have evidence of previous study 
such as GCSEs at grades D-G/3-1 
or equivalent. 
What will I learn?
This course, accredited by the 
Institute of Motor Industry, will give 
you the essential skills, knowledge 
and experience you need to work 
as a body repairer in garages, 
dealerships and specialist 
body repair shops. 

It’s a practical hands-on course 
and you’ll be training in our 
state-of-the-art workshops on 
the latest vehicles and industry 
standard resources. You’ll also 
follow a formal paint refinishing 
qualification so that by the end of 
your programme, you’ll have the 
skills and experience of both of 
these specialist areas.  

Motor Vehicle  
Service & Repair 
Level 1
 
 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Although there may be no specific 
entry requirements, it’s helpful to 
have evidence of previous study 
such as GCSEs at grades D-G/3-1 
or equivalent.
What will I learn?
If you are excited by cars and want 
to enter into the vehicle repair 
industries but are unsure which 
path to follow, this full time course 
is for you. This Level 1 certificate 
will give you the essential skills, 
knowledge and experience you 
need to start preparing for a career 
in the automotive industry.  
 
It is a practical, hands-on course 
and you'll be working in the very 
best motor vehicle workshops on 
the latest vehicles with industry 
standard resources. You will also 
be given the opportunity to take 
up a work experience place in the 
motor industry to get a taste of the 
working world.

Motor Vehicle  
Service & Repair
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Ideally a Level 1 Service and 
Repair qualification and an initial 
assessment in English and maths to 
ensure you are enrolled on the right 
level programme.
What will I learn?
This course will give you the 
technical skills needed to work 
in today’s motor vehicle repair 
industry, including the diagnosis 
 of non-complex system faults.  

It's a very practical course and you’ll 
get hands-on experience working 
on the latest models. The course 
provides essential knowledge for 
those who want to work as a vehicle 
technician in all types of dealerships 
and maintenance depots and 
garages. You’ll also take up work 
experience with local employers.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Motor Vehicle Body Repair 
& Paint Refinishing
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Level 1 Body Repair and Paint 
Refinishing or a good level of 
practical experience and an 
initial assessment in English and 
maths to ensure you are enrolled 
on the right level programme.
What will I learn?
This course is unique as it 
gives you skills in two specialist 
areas, body repair and paint 
refinishing. In our workshops you’ll 
gain essential knowledge working 
on a wide range of vehicles. 

You’ll also take up work experience 
with local employers. This 
qualification forms part of an 
advanced level apprenticeship, 
giving you a head start over other 
candidates if you wish to progress 
to an apprenticeship. Or you can 
progress to our Level 3 course.

Motor Vehicle Body Repair  
& Paint Refinishing
Level 3
Accredited by the 
Intitute of Motor Inustry 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
A Level 2 automotive qualification 
and an initial assessment in 
English and maths to ensure you 
are enrolled on the right level 
programme.
What will I learn?
This course will provide you with the 
essential knowledge that you’ll need 
to work as a body repairer or paint 
refinisher working on a wide range 
of vehicles in all types of garages, 
dealerships and specialist body 
repair shops. Accredited by the 
Institute of Motor Industry, you’ll train 
in our state-of-the-art workshops 
and take up work experience with 
local employers. 

This qualification also forms part 
of an Accident Repair Advanced 
Apprenticeship, so if you apply to an 
apprenticeship you’ll be one step 
ahead of other candidates. 

Vehicle Maintenance  
& Repair
Level 3
Accredited by the 
Intitute of Motor Inustry

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
A Level 2 automotive qualification 
and an initial assessment in 
English and maths to ensure you 
are enrolled on the right level 
programme.
What will I learn?
Accredited by the Institute of 
Motor Industry, this course will give 
you the essential knowledge for 
working as a service technician in 
all types of garages, dealerships 
and maintenance depots.

It’s a very practical course and you’ll 
get hands-on experience in our 
workshops working on the latest 
vehicles. You will also gain a 
qualification in refrigerant handling 
and knowledge of electric and 
hybrid vehicles and have the 
opportunity to complete work 
experience with local businesses.
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Automotive & Engineering

Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



Engineering
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
GCSEs at grade C/4 or above in 
maths, English and science.
What will I learn?
If you are looking for a career in 
engineering, this course will give you 
the necessary skills and knowledge 
to enable you to progress into 
an apprenticeship, employment 
or further training. The course is 
designed around the skills base 
required by employers for  
multi-skilled maintenance 
technicians and engineers. It also 
gives you the platform to move on 
to a wider range of engineering 
roles. 

Through practical activities, 
you’ll gain skills in programmable 
logic control (PLCs), hand fitting, 
pneumatics and computer-
aided design together with 
an understanding of the 
manufacturing environment and 
problem solving in the workplace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You’ll train in our custom-built 
workshop, where we have 
exceptional resources and 
every student has their own 
lathe - maximising your practical 
learning time at college. You’ll also 
have the chance to take part in 
work experience giving you the 
employment edge when applying 
for jobs after your course.

Courses

ENGINEERING. 
Ford Engineering 
Academy Traineeship
An exclusive partnership with

Duration
6 months
Entry requirements
You do not need any 
prior qualifications.
What will I learn?
This traineeship, designed in 
partnership with global engineering 
specialists Ford Engineering, 
will equip you with the skills, 
knowledge and experience you 
need to successfully secure an 
engineering apprenticeship.

You'll study a Level Performing 
Engineering Operations 
qualification, develop your  
English and maths skills and  
gain work-ready skills in 
communication and  
team working. 

You'll also undertake an 
engineering work placement 
and are guaranteed an 
interview with the employer.

£300,000 
investment in 
engineering 
workshops.
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Automotive & Engineering

Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
It’s a mix of high quality 
education and the real 
world skills employers 
look for. 

BUSINESS.

We work in partnershp 
with some of the best 
employers in the region 
including:

 ● You'll train in some of the 
best facilities in the UK.

 ● You'll study courses that 
are endorsed by employers 
ensuring they're up to date 
and industry relevant.

 ● You'll receive expert careers 
advice from our independent, 
award-winning team.

 ● You'll test your skills in 
competitions set by employers.

 ● You'll undertake relevant work 
experience which could lead to 
an apprenticeship or a job.

 ● You'll be mentored by some of 
the region's most successful 
business people. 

 ● We invest in your start-up 
ideas and you could see your 
product in our intu Metrocentre 
gift shop, handPICKED.  
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SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what 
it's like to study 

Business  
with us.
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Business

94%
of Business students have  

gone into work or 
higher level training.
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I’m so glad I 
decided to study 
business. The 
course gave me 
the knowledge 
and skills I need to 
understand how a 
business operates, 
which is really 
useful as I started 
my own blogging 
business while I 
was still studying.

 

Katie Meehan                                                                        
Blogger and  
Social Media Consultant 
www.katiemeehan.co.uk                                                

”

“
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My teachers at 
Gateshead College 
really inspired me 
and gave me the 
confidence to run 
my own business.

Sheridan Mordew                     
Personal fitness trainer  
and owner of  
www.shape-up-with-sher.com

”

“Business Professional 
(Administration)
Level 1 and Level 2

Duration
1 year for each level
Entry requirements
Level 1: No formal entry 
requirements
Level 2: Four GCSEs grade D-E/3-2 
or a Level 1 qualification.
What will I learn?
These courses will prepare 
you for the world of work 
in an office environment. If 
you’re aiming to become a 
secretary, personal assistant, 
administrator or receptionist 
these courses are for you. 

At Level 1 you’ll learn the role and 
importance of an administrator in 
a business environment, build your 
confidence in using a wide range of 
office equipment in our dedicated 
office, use the most up to date 
software to create professional 
business documents and improve 
your IT and communication skills. 
You’ll also have the opportunity to 
manage a real project or event and 
develop some entrepreneurial skills.

At Level 2 you’ll develop the 
knowledge, skills and understanding 
of business administration to 
progress into an apprenticeship 
or employment. Through a 
combination of classroom and 
practical lessons in our real 
world office environment, you'll 
learn about written business 
communication, financial 
transactions, electronic diary 
systems, organising meetings 
while developing your IT skills.

Retail & 
Business Management 
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Four GCSEs grade D-E/3-2  
or a Level 1 qualification.
What will I learn?
This exciting study programme 
brings together enterprise, retail 
and marketing to offer you a unique 
opportunity to broaden your skills in 
retail and business management. 

Whether you wish to own your 
own business or are aiming 
for a career in a customer-
facing role, this course will give 
you a head start in gaining 
employment in the retail sector.

You will learn how to plan 
your own business, how retail 
organisations operate and how 
to promote a brand through 
digital marketing campaigns.

Business
Level 3

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
Five GCSEs grade C/3 or above, 
including English or equivalent.
What will I learn?
This course will help you to 
gain an insight into business 
enterprise, human resources, 
event management and finance. 
You will explore the exciting 
world of digital marketing.

You will be given the opportunity 
to take part in a ‘Dragon’s Den’ 
style event and work on event
organisation and management 
for external partners.

You will have access to our tutorial 
programme which equips you for 
the world outside of college through
money management training,  
visits to employers, help with 
job hunting, interviews and 
confidence building.

You’ll work on projects set by 
employers, be mentored by 
a local employer and take 
part in work experience. 

Courses

BUSINESS. 

These 
courses attract 

UCAS points. 
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89%
of Catering & Hospitality 

students have gone 
into work or 

higher level training.

EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
It’s a mix of high quality 
education and the real 
world skills employers 
look for. 

CATERING 
& HOSPITALITY.

We have strong partnerships with 
leading local pubs and restaurants 
including:  

 ● You'll study courses that 
are endorsed by employers 
ensuring they're up to date 
and industry relevant.

 ● You'll receive expert careers 
advice from our independent, 
award-winning team.

 ● You'll undertake relevant work 
experience which could lead 
to an apprenticeship or a job.

 ● You'll be mentored by 
some of the region's most 
successful business people. 

 ● You’ll train in our on-site 
restaurant, Enfields Kitchen.

 ● Some of our former 
students have gone on to 
work for the finest luxury 
hotel in London, The Ritz.

 ● Our courses include front 
of house skills, so you’ll have 
a broad skill set making 
you more employable.  

 ● You’ll take part in practical 
projects. Past projects have 
included running prestigious 
events at the Marriott Hotel, 
organising black tie dinners 
and the college’s Student 
Awards and setting up a 
food enterprise business, 
Gastronomy 101.

50 51

SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what 
it's like to study 

Catering & 
Hospitality 

with us.
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Studying at Gateshead 
College gave me a  
professional qualification 
as well as essential 
experience to launch my 
career and business.
 

Ollie Meyer                                                   
Owner at House of M                                                
”

“
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Catering & Hospitality

Cookery
Level 1

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
No previous qualifications are 
required, however you will need to 
attend an interview.
What will I learn?
If you have enthusiasm and a 
passion for food, this is the perfect 
course to get your career started 
in the creative and fast-paced 
catering and hospitality industry. 
You’ll train in our professional 
kitchens creating dishes to be 
served to customers in our  
student-run restaurant,  
Enfields Kitchen.  
 
You’ll gain basic skills and 
knowledge including food 
preparation and cooking 
techniques for a range of hot and 
cold dishes, essential industry 
legislation and menu planning. You 
will also gain front of house food 
service skills to broaden your skills 
base. 

On completion, you can progress 
on to our Level 2 Professional 
Cookery. 

 
 

Professional Cookery
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Vocational qualifications at  
Level 1 or three GCSE grades at  
D/4 or above, including English.
What will I learn?
Training in our professional kitchens, 
you’ll study techniques in preparing 
and cooking different types of 
dishes including pastry, bread, 
shellfish, meat, poultry, soups, stocks 
and desserts. 

You will also gain a Level 2
qualification in food hygiene -  
an essential for working in the 
catering industry. Alongside your 
main cookery course you will also 
qualify in Food Service.

On completion of this course, 
you can progress to our Level 3 
Professional Cookery. 

Professional Cookery
Level 3

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Level 2 Professional Cookery or 
equivalent.
What will I learn?
Covering a range of skills and 
knowledge demanded by the 
industry, this course is ideal if you 
would like to work at a supervisory 
level, work as a senior chef or 
specialise in a particular field of 
catering. You’ll have the opportunity 
to lead a team of students, 
preparing food for our commercial 
student-run restaurant,  
Enfields Kitchen. 

You will develop higher-level 
skills, including preparing 
and cooking complex dishes, 
kitchen management, menu 
and event planning, food art, 
product development and team 
development. You’ll also take part 
in a group project to organise an 
event. Past projects have included a 
charity dinner at the Marriott Hotel 
and take-overs of local restaurants.

Patisserie
Level 3

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Level 2 Professional Cookery or 
equivalent skills/experience.
What will I learn?
This course will help you progress 
in the specialist area of patisserie. 
Training in our professional kitchens, 
you’ll prepare dishes for customers 
in our student-run restaurant,  
Enfields Kitchen. You’ll develop a 
range of technical skills including 
complex pastry, marzipan 
pastillage, sugar products, complex 
bread and dough, cakes, biscuits, 
sponges and scones, chocolate 
products, hot and cold desserts, 
sauces, coatings and fillings. 

You’ll also take part in a group 
project to organise an event as well 
as undertaking work experience. 
Past placements have included 
Bordeaux, Malta and The Ritz Hotel.

Hospitality Supervision 
& Leadership
Level 3

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Four GCSE grades at C/3 or above 
or have relevant experience.
What will I learn?
Supervising lunch and dinner 
service in our student-run 
restaurant, Enfields Kitchen, 
you’ll develop the management 
skills required in professional 
restaurants and hotels. You’ll also 
get the opportunity to manage 
events and supervise, mentor and 
advise learners on Level 1 and 
2 programmes and take part in 
a group project to organise an 
external event. Past events have 
included a charity dinner at the 
Marriott Hotel and restaurant 
take-overs. 

All of our Level 3 programmes offer 
a direct route into employment,  
higher study or an apprenticeship. 
Some learners have progressed into 
starting their own businesses.

Courses

CATERING 
& HOSPITALITY. 
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Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



92%
of Computing students 
have gone into work or 

higher level training.

EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
It’s a mix of high quality 
education and the real 
world skills employers 
look for. 

Our industry partners 
include:

5756

SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what 
it's like to study 

Computing 
with us.
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Computing

 ● You'll train in some of the 
best facilities in the UK.

 ● You'll study courses that 
are endorsed by employers 
ensuring they're up to date 
and industry relevant.

 ● You'll receive expert careers 
advice from our independent, 
award-winning team.

 ● You'll test your skills in 
competitions set by employers.

 ● You'll undertake relevant work 
experience which could lead to 
an apprenticeship or a job.

 ● You'll be mentored by some of 
the region's most successful 
business people. 

 ● We have strong industry links 
with local digital companies, 
ensuring we are providing you 
with the industry input and skills 
employers are looking for.

 ● Our computing courses are 
designed to give you the 
knowledge and practical skills 
you need to apply technology in 
a workplace and demonstrate 
your abilities to employers.

COMPUTING.



?%
of IT & Computing 

students have gone 
into work or 

higher level training.

I enjoyed being able to 
focus all my time on a 
single subject, rather than 
being spread out and 
learning lots of different 
ones. 

Matthew Hankey 
Level 3 Degree Apprenticeship  
Software Development 
Orchard Systems

“

”

Computing

5958



Computer Technology
Level 1

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
No formal entry requirements.
What will I learn?
From personal computers to 
smart phones, computing
devices are an essential feature 
of the modern world.

In this exciting study programme 
you’ll learn how to diagnose, repair 
and test technical IT problems on a 
range of devices, create a website 
using the latest web technologies 
and learn how to use algorithms 
to solve problems by coding in 
a programming language.

Computer Science
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Two GCSEs, or the equivalent, and 
a minimum Level 1 in maths and 
English.
What will I learn?
This study programme will help 
you build up a range of creative 
and technical skills and knowledge 
to help you progress into a career 
in the technology sector.

You’ll study a wide range of subjects 
primarily focusing on software 
development through coding, 
website development, multimedia 
product development and mobile 
app development.  You will also 
explore the use of technology 
systems in the workplace and 
build a personal computer.  

Cyber Security & 
Infrastructure Support
Level 3 

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
Four GCSEs grade C/4 or above or 
equivalent, ideally including maths 
and English.
What will I learn?
How do you secure your life online 
and trust others to do the same? In 
the coming year, hackers will launch 
increasingly sophisticated attacks on 
everything from critical infrastructure 
to medical devices. This study 
programme will arm you with the 
vital skills and knowledge to protect 
organisations from these types of 
attacks.

It will teach you the fundamentals of 
encryption, investigate how hackers 
penetrate systems and provide 
strong cyber-defence tactics. You'll 
start with the basics of building 
computer systems to supporting and 
maintaining network technologies.

You’ll study three key areas of cyber 
security and infrastructure support; 
how to specify and build a computer 
system, how to design and build a 
network infrastructure and cyber 
security tools and techniques.

Software Development
Level 3 

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
Four GCSEs grade C/4 or above or 
equivalent, ideally including maths 
and English.
What will I learn?
Whether you’re calculating the ball 
dynamics in FIFA, updating your 
latest status on Facebook or even 
modelling the office in the business 
you intend to set up, you need 
software. Simply put software runs 
the modern world we all live in, but 
software doesn’t create itself. 

By making use of real world projects 
and industry specialists you will 
develop highly prized skills and 
knowledge in a range of different 
computing subjects including: 
programming, systems analysis and 
design, web development, database 
development, games programming 
and robotics.

Valued by both employers and 
university this Level 3 study 
programme is a great opportunity. 
So if you want to be the next Mark 
Zuckerberg, make your fortune off a 
killer app or create the next Clash of 
Clans then this is the course for you.

I enjoyed developing lots of 
new skills which will help 
me with my future career. 
I also enjoyed meeting lots 
of new people who have 
similar interests. 

Nicholas Rose                                                  
Level 3 Software Development

“

”

These 
courses attract 

UCAS points. 
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Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



89%
of Construction students  
have gone into work or 

higher level training.

We work in partnershp 
with some of the best 
employers in the region  
who look for their next 
apprentices amongst our 
students:

CONSTRUCTION.

 ● You'll train in some of the 
best facilities in the UK.

 ● You'll study courses that 
are endorsed by employers 
ensuring they're up to date 
and industry relevant.

 ● You'll receive expert careers 
advice from our independent, 
award-winning team.

 ● You'll test your skills in 
competitions set by employers.

 ● You'll undertake relevant work 
experience which could lead to 
an apprenticeship or a job.

 ● You'll be mentored by some of 
the region's most successful 
business people. 

 ● You will study in industry standard 
facilities which include a number 
of workshops, roofing stations 
and real house builds. 

 ● We'll help you secure an 
apprenticeship with one of 
our employer partners.

EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
It’s a mix of high quality 
education and the real 
world skills employers 
look for. 
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SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what 
it's like to study 
Construction 

with us.
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I know it’s getting 
me prepared for a 
successful career.

Ben Ingledew
PlanBee Higher Apprentice
”
“

We are the only college that is 
part of the PlanBEE programme 
- a practical route to a career 
in architecture that has been 
developed in partnership 
with Ryder Architecture and 
powerful partners from the 
construction industry. 

The partners have a long track 
record of recruiting and training 
apprentices and graduates. 

They have worked with us to 
develop a bespoke programme 
of on and off the job training 
which provides a salary,  
a fast track to graduation and 
professional accreditation and 
offers a guaranteed job to those 
who successfully complete it.
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Construction

Electrical Installations 
Level 1 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Two GCSE grades at D/3 or above, 
ideally including maths and English 
or equivalent.
What will I learn?
In this basic installation course you 
will learn about electrical circuits, 
systems and installation methods 
used to power and light buildings.
You will cover a variety of electrical 
cabling systems and enclosures 
used in domestic, commercial and 
industrial premises.

During the course you will also 
study topics covering safe working 
practices and health and safety 
legislation applicable to the 
construction industry, as well as 
basic electrical scientific theories. 

This course will enable you to pick 
up the core skills necessary to 
progress on to the Level 2 Electrical 
Installation programme. 

Bricklaying 
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
You must have a full Level 1 
qualification in a relevant subject 
area.
What will I learn?
Hands-on training in our industry 
standard workshops will provide 
you with the skills needed to be 
a bricklayer or to progress to 
an apprenticeship. Alongside 
bricklaying skills, you’ll be trained 
in arches and openings, various 
types of walling and all aspects of 
building. You’ll also have the chance 
to develop your skills through work 
experience placements.
 
 

Electrical Installations
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Two GCSE grades at C/4 or above, 
including maths and English.
What will I learn?
If you’d like to be an electrician, 
this course will give you an industry 
recognised qualification and 
the technical knowledge and 
skills required to undertake basic 
domestic electrical work. 

Your learning will include lighting 
circuits, ring final circuits, cable 
sizing and how to add additional 
circuits to existing installations.  
You'll also gain an understanding 
of the importance of health and 
safety within the industry and have 
the chance to take part in valuable 
work experience.

Plumbing Studies 
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Two GCSE grades at C/4 or above 
in English and maths.
What will I learn?
If you’d like to become a plumber, 
this course will give you an industry 
recognised qualification and 
the technical knowledge and 
skills required to undertake basic 
domestic plumbing work, including 
cold and hot water systems, 
sanitation and central heating. 
You’ll also gain an understanding 
of the importance of health and 
safety within the industry and will be 
able to take part in valuable work 
experience placements. 

Bricklaying 
Level 1

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Two GCSE grades at D/3 or above, 
ideally including maths and English 
or equivalent.
What will I learn?
This introductory course will 
help prepare you for work in the 
construction industry or give you 
the qualification to progress on to 
the Level 2 bricklaying course to 
develop your knowledge and skills 
further.

You’ll learn through a combination 
of hands-on practical training and 
classroom based activities. 

 

Carpentry & Joinery
Level 1 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Two GCSE grades at D/3 or above, 
ideally including maths and English 
or equivalent.
What will I learn?
You'll build foundation carpentry 
and joinery skills to help you 
progress to an apprenticeship, work 
or further training. Practical and 
hands-on, you’ll learn carpentry 
and joinery techniques using hand 
and power tools, as well as health 
and safety. 

On completion of the course, 
you can progress to one of our 
Level 2 courses, into work or an 
apprenticeship.

Multi-Craft Construction
Level 1

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Two GCSE grades at D/3 or above, 
ideally including maths and English 
or equivalent.
What will I learn?
This course has been designed 
to give you experience of the 
various crafts available within the 
construction industry, helping you 
to decide which trade to progress. 
You will be trained in carpentry and 
joinery, bricklaying and tiling, with 
almost all content being practical 
and based in our construction 
workshops. Opportunities will also 
be available for you to take part in 
valuable work experience. 

Plumbing 
Level 1

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Two GCSE grades at D/3 or above, 
ideally including maths and English 
or equivalent.
What will I learn?
This qualification is ideal for those 
wanting to enter the plumbing 
industry. You’ll have the opportunity 
to pick up some core skills and 
knowledge in basic plumbing, 
enabling you to progress onto the 
Level 2 course.

You’ll cover a variety of topics 
including carrying out safe 
working practices, understanding 
fundamental scientific principles 
within building services engineering 
and understanding low carbon steel 
pipe fabrication work for domestic 
plumbing systems.
 
As well as this you will also receive 
a weekly tutorial, take part in 
course enrichment activities and 
study maths and English at your 
appropriate level.

Courses

CONSTRUCTION.
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I was going to stay 
at sixth form but I 
wanted something more 
hands-on, so this 
bricklaying course 
was ideal.

Chris Wilson                                                                         
Apprentice Bricklayer 
Persimmon Homes                                                

”

“

Construction

Site Carpentry
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
You must have a Level 1 in 
Carpentry and Joinery and GCSE 
maths and English
What will I learn?
This course develops your craft skills 
to work at recognised industrial 
standards within this trade area.

You will learn new site carpentry 
skills as well as developing those 
learnt at Level 1. The college has 
close links to local construction 
companies, so you’ll also have the 
opportunity to take part in valuable 
work experience placements 
in the commercial world. 

Construction and the 
Built Environment
Level 3

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Four GCSE grades at C/4 or above 
or equivalent, ideally including 
maths and English.
What will I learn?
This qualification is designed 
for those aiming to become 
construction professionals 
responsible for building projects 
of the future in roles such as an 
architect, architectural technologist, 
building surveyor or project 
manager. 

You’ll study a range of subjects 
including health and safety and 
sustainable construction and have 
the option to choose modules. On 
completion, you can progress to a 
foundation degree or degree or into 
employment.

Architectural Engineering & 
Construction Management
Level 3
An exclusive partnership with

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
Four GCSE grades at A*-C including 
maths, science and English.
A keen interest in building, design 
and construction. Ideally relevant 
work experience.
What will I learn?
You will study the Design Engineer 
Construct (DEC) curriculum which 
has been expertly developed 
to create and inspire the next 
generation of built environment 
professionals.

The programme also attracts UCAS 
points and is equivalent to A Levels, 
allowing progression to university 
programmes.

Or, you could progress to our 
higher level, paid apprenticeship 
in Architectural Engineering 
& Management, delivered in 
partnership with the PlanBEE 
employers.

Progress 
to an 

apprenticeship 
or university.
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Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
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EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
It’s a mix of high quality 
education and the real 
world skills employers 
look for. 

Our partnerships with top 
creative employers means 
you’ll study and network 
with professionals at some 
of the best venues in the 
North East:

 ● You'll train in some of the 
best facilities in the UK.

 ● You'll study courses that 
are endorsed by employers 
ensuring they're up to date 
and industry relevant.

 ● You'll receive expert careers 
advice from our independent, 
award-winning team.

 ● You'll test your skills 
in competitions set 
by employers.

 ● You'll undertake relevant work 
experience which could lead 
to an apprenticeship or a job.

 ● You'll be mentored by 
some of the region's most 
successful business people. 

 ● You'll learn in fantastic 
facilities including a 200-seat 
performance theatre,  
music rehearsal and 
recording studios 
and specialist art and 
design studios.

NORTHERN
STAGE
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94%
of Creative Industry
students have gone 

into work or 
higher level training.

CREATIVE
INDUSTRIES.

SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what 
it's like to study 

Creative  
Industries 

with us.
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Some of my work was 
on display in the college 
reception when it was 
spotted by a local 
animation company, 
Kuro Dragon.

They were so impressed 
they contacted my tutor 
to ask if I’d be interested 
in a work experience 
placement one day a 
week; of course I said yes!

Catherine Talbot                                                                        
Level 3 Art & Design 
                                   

”

“
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Art & Design, Media and Games Design

Photography
Level 3 

Duration  
2 years 
Entry requirements
Four GCSE grades at C/4 or above, 
or a Level 2 qualification at merit 
or above, preferably in appropriate 
subject areas. Level 2 English/
literacy is essential. Level 2 maths/
numeracy is desirable. 
What will I learn?
You'll learn how to use a DSLR and 
how to compose and construct 
images as well as manipulating 
and editing photographs using 
professional software.  Including 
practical, theoretical and contextual 
work, you will be encouraged to 
take a broad view of photography 
and complete a range of projects. 

Fashion & Textiles
Level 3 

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
Four GCSE grades at C/4 or above, 
or Level 2 qualification at merit or 
above, preferably in appropriate 
subject areas. Level 2 English/
literacy is essential. Level 2 maths/
numeracy is desirable. Students 
without these will be encouraged to 
study them alongside this course.
What will I learn?
In year 1, you’ll explore a wide range 
of textile techniques, research the 
industry, learn about traditional and 
contemporary design and work to 
a range of creative briefs to develop 
your design skills. Year 2, you’ll fine 
tune your technique to develop 
your own style and build a portfolio 
of professional work to showcase 
your talent at job or university 
interviews.

Courses

ART & DESIGN,  
MEDIA AND  
GAMES DESIGN.
Art & Design 
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Some GCSE grades at D/3 or 
above, preferably including English 
and maths.
What will I learn?
Do you fancy yourself as the next 
Tracey Emin, Mike Mignola, Banksy 
or even a tattoo artist? 

Whatever your artistic taste, 
this course will help you develop 
the skills you need to be 
successful. Taught by professional 
subject specialists, you’ll gain a 
range of drawing, painting and 
design skills and complete a variety 
of practical projects, including a 
self-directed project. 

Confidence, motivation and 
vocational skills will be developed 
throughout, to give you that edge 
to help you progress to our Level 3 
courses or to get a job.  

Art & Design 
Level 3

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
Four GCSE grades at C/4 or above, 
or a Level 2 qualification at merit 
or above, preferably in appropriate 
subject areas. Level 2 English/
literacy is essential. Level 2 maths/
numeracy is desirable. Students 
without these will be encouraged to 
study them alongside this course. 
What will I learn?
This course covers painting, 
sculpture, textiles, fine art, 
photography, multimedia, graphic 
design and illustration, helping you 
to develop your skills across a broad 
range of techniques. 

You’ll choose one to specialise in 
for your final major project. The 
course is industry focused, so you’ll 
complete work experience and 
commercial briefs with our creative 
business partners and have the 
opportunity to have your work 
exhibited. 

Foundation Studies in 
Art & Design

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Four GCSE grades at grade C/4 or 
above, preferably including English 
and maths or equivalent.  
A relevant qualification at Level 2 or 
appropriate experience would also 
be helpful.
What will I learn?
This course is the first step if you 
want to go to university or want a 
career in art and design. It has been 
designed to equip you with the skills 
you need to compete in today’s 
thriving creative industries. 

You'll explore a range of art 
and design disciplines including 
printmaking, digital media and life 
drawing. You'll write and deliver your 
own project brief, build a portfolio 
of work and take part in a final year 
exhibition.

 
 

These 
courses attract 

UCAS points. 
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Social Media Design 
and Digital Journalism
Level 3

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
At least four GCSE grades at 
grade C/4 or above, preferably 
including English and maths, or an 
equivalent qualification at Level 2 or 
appropriate experience.
What will I learn?
This course is ideal for those who 
want to learn the technical and 
creative skills to self-market and 
generate income from social 
media. You will generate content 
at a professional level and use 
social media as a creative and 
competitive business tool exploring 
journalism, media and digital 
design.

Virtual and  
Augmented Reality
Level 3

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
Four GCSE grades at C/4 or 
above including English, or a Level 
2 qualification at merit or above, 
preferably in an appropriate 
subject area. Those without English 
or maths will be encouraged to 
study these subjects alongside this 
course.
What will I learn?
Virtual and augmented reality are 
rapidly growing technological areas 
and are poised to radically impact 
on our society. It’s an exciting time 
to study this subject, learning about 
this highly innovative new industry 
and developing the skills you will 
need to have the employment edge 
in this spectacular new world.
 
You will use game engines, 3D tools 
and state of the art technologies 
to develop your own content and 
understand how to place it into 
virtual worlds using VR technology. 
You will also learn how to create 
augmented reality content.
 

Media
Level 2 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
An appropriate vocational 
qualification at Level 1 or some 
GCSE grades at grade D/3 or 
above, preferably including English 
and maths.
What will I learn?
This course offers a solid grounding 
in a range of production techniques 
for visual and audio media using the 
latest techniques and systems. You’ll 
find out how to develop ideas, work 
as part of a team, conduct effective 
research, plan projects and meet 
deadlines.  

You’ll also develop your 
communication and presentation 
skills, find out how the media 
industries work and work on 
maximising your chances of 
securing a job or progressing to 
further education or training.

The course includes some contact 
with our industry partners and 
you’ll be encouraged to take up 
work experience and networking 
opportunities. On completion, you 
can progress to our Level 3 course.

TV & Film
Level 3

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
At least four GCSEs at grade C/4 
or above, preferably including 
English and maths, or an equivalent 
qualification at Level 2 or 
appropriate experience.
What will I learn?
This course is designed to train you 
in practical TV and video production 
skills and professional practices 
to equip you with the foundation 
skills you need for a range of media 
careers. 

The course includes  
pre-production, HD camera work, 
production sound, scriptwriting, 
video and audio editing, film 
studies and a range of production 
treatments such as advertising, 
music video, narrative-led pieces 
and factual programming. You’ll 
work on commissions from regional 
charities and businesses and 
produce your own work. 

Past graduates of this course have 
gone on to work in corporate video, 
advertising, public relations, web 
design, event management, theatre 
and art installation, as well as 
progressing to university.

Art & Design, Media and Games Design

These 
courses attract 

UCAS points. 
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Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?
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Games Design Essentials 
Level 1

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
No formal entry requirements.
What will I learn?
An introductory course, you’ll work 
on a range of practical projects to 
develop your drawing, design and 
problem solving skills. You’ll create 
a character design, develop a story 
for a game and create a short video 
sequence for games. Don’t worry if 
you can’t draw to a good standard 
as we’ll help you develop this. On 
completion, you can progress to our 
Level 2 courses. 

 
 

Games Design Essentials 
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Two GCSEs grade D/3 or above, 
ideally including maths and English 
or equivalent.
What will I learn?
This course is designed to give you 
a broad range of skills and develop 
your confidence, motivation and 
design skills to enable you to 
progress to our Level 3 course or 
get a job in the games industry. 

Across the year, you’ll be trained 
in computer games design, art 
production, games production, 
games testing and how to create a 
games app.

Games Design
Level 3

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
Equivalent of at least four GCSE 
grades at C/4 or above, preferably 
including English and maths, or a 
relevant qualification at Level 2 or 
appropriate experience.
What will I learn?
The UK games industry is the third 
largest in the world and is going 
from strength to strength. You can 
be part of this dynamic, cutting 
edge sector, developing a range of 
digital skills, using industry-standard 
software in our impressive facilities. 
This course will set you on a career 
path in the games industry and 
digital media industry.
 
Your learning will be developed 
by professionals, delivering 
commercial design and software 
skills in applications such as:  
3DS Max, Zbrush, the Adobe 
Masters collection, Unreal 
Development Kit and others.  
You will also discover how the 
industry works and what you 
will need to succeed in a highly 
competitive future.

These 
courses attract 

UCAS points. 

Artwork by Art & Design 
students. See more:

Gateshead College  
Art & Design

gcartdesignmedia
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I really enjoyed being 
taught by tutors who were 
experienced in the music 
world as I’ve learnt and 
improved so much.

Verity Alderman                                                                        
Level 3 Popular Music 
Music student at Goldsmiths, London                                               

”

“Performance Skills 
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Love to play music, act, sing or just 
be on a stage? Explore all aspects 
of performing on this course. 

From ensemble musicianship, 
movement and acting to singing 
and musical theatre, we’ll help you 
to build the confidence and skills 
you need to progress. 

You’ll work with other students on 
a range of performance projects 
in local venues as well as in our 
own 200-seat theatre, celebrating 
the end of year with a group 
performance. We’ll also make sure 
you develop wider employment 
skills, including improving your 
English and maths skills. 

This course is ideal if you don’t yet 
have the entry requirements for 
our Level 3 courses, allowing you 
to build up the necessary skills and 
qualifications to be able to progress.

Music Technology
Level 3 

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
GCSE English at grades C/4 or 
above, plus three other GCSE 
grades at C/4 or above, preferably 
including maths. Relevant 
vocational qualifications at Level 2 
will also be considered.
What will I learn?
If you're a budding producer with 
some experience of using music 
production technology and want 
to take your skills and knowledge to 
the next level, this is the course for 
you. 

Working with experienced 
musicians, you'll learn how to get 
the best out of music production 
technology like Logic Pro and 
ProTools. You'll learn how to turn 
simple music ideas into finished 
work ready for digital distribution 
or live performance. As we're a 
National Skills Academy Founder 
college, you'll get the chance to look 
`behind the scenes', with visits to 
major venues and festivals.

Courses

MUSIC,  
PERFORMING ARTS  
& DANCE.
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Music, Performing Arts & Dance

Dance
Level 3
An exclusive partnership with

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
GCSE English at grade C/4 or 
above, plus three other GCSE 
grades at C/4 or above, preferably 
including maths. Relevant 
vocational qualifications at  
Level 2 will also be considered.  
You'll also need to pass an audition.
What will I learn?
Delivered in partnership with 
Dance City, this course offers a 
unique opportunity to study dance 
at a high level. You’ll explore and 
develop skills across a multitude 
of disciplines including classical 
ballet, contemporary, urban, jazz, 
physical theatre and choreography. 
Professional choreographers 
will help you to design and 
shape your routines, providing 
guidance and creativity to make 
them the best they can be.

You'll develop your technique, 
artistic understanding and overall 
fitness levels to prepare you fully 
for a career within the industry.

Your study will be divided between 
Gateshead College and  
Dance City giving you access 
to the very best dance studios, 
performance spaces and teaching 
in the region. On completion, 
past students have progressed to 
some of the best dance schools in 
the UK including Rambert, Trinity 
Laban Conservatoire, The Place, 
London Studios, Bodyworks, UEL, 
Bucks University and the Northern 
School of Contemporary Dance.

You can also continue your 
studies with a HND at Gateshead 
College and Dance City where 
you will be encouraged and
inspired to become a versatile 
professional, able to achieve a 
long-term career in any avenue 
of dance you wish to pursue. 

Commercial Dance
Level 3

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
GCSE English at grade C/4 or 
above, plus three other GCSE 
grades at C/4 or above, preferably 
including maths. Relevant 
vocational qualifications at Level 
2 will also be considered.
What will I learn?
If you’re looking for a career in 
commercial dance and love 
urban and street dance styles 
then this is the course for you.

This practical, physical programme 
focuses on urban and jazz styles, 
alongside choreography and 
musical theatre performance.

You can also continue your 
studies with a HND at Gateshead 
College and Dance City, where 
you will be encouraged and
inspired to become a versatile 
professional, able to achieve a 
long-term career in any avenue 
of dance you wish to pursue.

Acting & Musical Theatre
Level 3
An exclusive partnership with
 
 

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
GCSE English at grade C/4 or 
above, plus three other GCSE 
grades at C/4 or above, preferably 
including maths. Relevant 
vocational qualifications at  
Level 2 will be considered. You'll 
also need to pass an audition.
What will I learn?
If you want to work in the 
performance industry as an  
actor, singer or all-rounder, 
on stage, film or television; then 
this programme is for you. 

Through our unique partnership 
with Northern Stage, you will benefit 
from first class workshops and 
tuition from industry practitioners. 
You will develop skills in acting 
for TV, film and radio as well as 
in musical theatre, vocal and 
physical technique, movement, 
audition survival and much more.

You'll also get the chance to 
perform in a variety of external 
venues, including at Northern Stage.

Popular Music
Level 3
An exclusive partnership with

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
Four GCSE at grades C/4 or above, 
preferably including English and 
maths, or a relevant qualification at 
Level 2 or appropriate experience.
What will I learn?
Exclusively delivered in partnership 
with Sage Gateshead, this is the 
only course in the region to provide 
training in world-class venues with 
leading industry professionals. 

You’ll live and breathe what it’s like 
to be a professional musician. You 
will develop five key areas vital to 
your musical career; performance, 
creativity, musicianship, technology 
and enterprise. 

You’ll benefit from instrumental 
lessons every week, delivered by 
world-class music practitioners 
from Sage Gateshead and 
take part in weekly live venue 
performance workshops in 
Sage Gateshead and other local 
venues. You'll also gig at least three 
times a year. You’ll study graded 
music theory exams and have 
the opportunity to study graded 
instrumental syllabus, (RGT, LCM 
and Rock School). 

Live Events Production 
Level 3

 
 
 

Duration
2 years
Entry requirements
GCSE English at grade C/4 or 
above, plus three other GCSE at 
grades C/4 or above (preferably 
including maths). Relevant 
vocational qualifications at Level 2 
will also be considered.
What will I learn?
This industry-focused technical 
course is all about sound, lights, 
effects, staging and design for 
theatrical and live music events. 

You’ll cover lighting and sound 
design and operations, stage/
set design, concert staging, stage 
management and a range of 
relevant technical and craft skills. 
You’ll also explore how the industry 
works and how you can carve out a 
career in live events.

You’ll have plenty of opportunities 
to practise your skills through 
work placements and through our 
extensive in-house performance 
programme. 

 

Elite Dance Bursary
If you decide to study 

dance, you may be eligible 
for funding towards your 

travel costs. 
Visit www.gateshead.ac.uk 

or call 0191 490 2355

NORTHERN
STAGE

8382

Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
It’s a mix of high quality 
education and the real 
world skills employers 
look for. 

 ● You'll train in some of the 
best facilities in the UK.

 ● You'll study courses that 
are endorsed by employers 
ensuring they're up to date 
and industry relevant.

 ● You'll receive expert careers 
advice from our independent, 
award-winning team.

 ● You'll test your skills in 
competitions set by employers.

 ● You'll undertake relevant work 
experience which could lead to 
an apprenticeship or a job.

 ● You'll be mentored by some of 
the region's most successful 
business people. 

 ● You’ll train in our industry 
standard Baltic Salon and Spa, 
working with paying clients. 

 ● You will be taught by industry experts 
and may have the opportunity 
to enter competitions, engage 
in industry masterclasses and 
support fashion shows and events.

HAIRDRESSING
& BEAUTY THERAPY.

Our industry partners 
include:

89%
of Hairdressing & Beauty 

Therapy students have gone 
into work or 

higher level training.
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Hairdressing & Beauty Therapy

SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what 
it's like to study 
Hairdressing & 

Beauty Therapy 
with us.
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Hairdressing & Beauty Therapy

Introduction to  
Hair & Beauty 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
You’ll need good communication 
skills, plenty of enthusiasm and the 
ability to work with other people.
What will I learn?
This course is ideal if you’re not 
sure if hairdressing or beauty 
therapy is for you as you’ll get a 
taste of both, then the opportunity 
to choose the path you prefer. 

You’ll gain the basic skills you need 
to get started as well as developing 
communication skills and your 
creativity. Training in our salon, 
you’ll also take up a placement 
one day a week in a professional 
salon. You can progress to our 
Level 2 programmes.

Hairdressing
Level 1 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
You’ll need good communication 
skills and will need to attend an 
interview.
What will I learn?
You’ll work in our professional salon 
on paying clients. 

With a focus on hairdressing 
techniques, you’ll develop skills 
in colour enhancement, plaiting 
and twisting, cutting techniques, 
creative styling and the art of 
dressing. You’ll undertake a work 
experience placement one day 
a week to help develop your 
communication and creativity 
skills and have the chance to enter 
national competitions. 

On completion you can progress 
to our Level 2 in hairdressing.  

Cutting and Styling Services
Level 2 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Four GCSE grades at C/4 or above 
or equivalent, including English and 
maths.
What will I learn?
This Level 2 course aims to provide 
you with a range of essential 
technical practical skills and 
knowledge, which will equip you 
to seek either further training or 
employment as a junior stylist.

The skills include carrying out 
services such as shampooing, 
conditioning, styling, finishing and 
setting hair, cutting, plaiting and 
twisting.
  
Following successful completion 
of this qualification you will be 
qualified to work in a number of 
employment destinations such 
as hairdressing salons, hotels or 
cruise ships. 

Hairdressing
Level 3 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Four GCSE grades at A*-D (9-3) 
including English and maths.
What will I learn?
You'll spend a year with us 
developing the skills and 
knowledge required in today's 
fast paced, creative hairdressing 
industry. 

You'll study and develop 
advanced skills in hairdressing 
consultation services, cutting 
techniques, creatively colouring, 
hair colour correction, creative 
styling and dressing, hair 
extensions and hair design. 

Working as part of our professional 
team in our commercial salon, 
you will have the opportunity to 
perfect your customer care skills 
and understand what it means to 
work as part of an effective team, 
dealing with paying clients. 

You will also have the opportunity 
to build up your own portfolio 
of work and enter regional and 
national competitions at which 
our past students have enjoyed 
phenomenal success.

Courses

HAIRDRESSING. 

You will be working 
in an industry standard, 

professional salon,  
designed to rival the  

very best commercial 
salons in the area.
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Hairdressing & Beauty TherapyCourses

BEAUTY THERAPY. 
Beauty & Spa Therapy
Level 1, 2 & 3 

Duration
1 year at each level
Entry requirements
Level 1: Four GCSE grades at  
D-G (3-1), preferably including 
English and maths
Level 2: Four GCSE grades at  
A*-C (9-3)
Level 3: Level 2 Beauty & Spa 
Therapy
What will I learn?
These courses will give you the 
skills, knowledge and experience 
you need to pursue a career in 
the beauty therapy industry. You 
can start at Level 1 and work your 
way up, or go straight in at Level 2 
or Level 3 if you have the grades 
required.  
 
At Level 1 you’ll develop skills in 
skin care, hand care, make-up 
application, face painting, nail art 
and manicure and pedicure.  

At Level 2, you’ll build on the skills 
covered at Level 1 and develop new 
skills in eye treatments, hot waxing 
techniques and be trained by 
Dermalogica specialists.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the Level 3 course, you’ll develop 
further skills in body electro therapy, 
body massage and epilation. You’ll 
undertake a work placement in a 
professional salon and have the 
chance to gain extra skills in spray 
tanning, hot stone therapy and 
Carflon ear piercing.  

At all three levels, you’ll also work in 
our professional salon, perfecting 
your customer care skills and 
interacting with paying clients.  
 
On completion, you can progress 
into work or an apprenticeship or a 
Level 4 qualification or foundation 
degree in complementary health, 
care or beauty therapy.

  

Make-up Artistry 
Level 2 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Four GCSE grades at C/4 or above 
or Level 1 Diploma in Beauty 
Therapy.
What will I learn?
This course will provide you with a 
range of specialist practical skills 
and technical knowledge, which 
will equip you to seek employment 
or further training within the media 
make-up industry.

This qualification covers a very 
wide range of skills and knowledge 
required for working in the beauty 
industry.

Nail Technology
Level 3

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Level 2 Beauty Therapy.
What will I learn?
This specialist course gives 
you the skills, knowledge and 
understanding required to perform 
nail enhancements and advanced 
nail art techniques. 

The course includes the use of 
gel and acrylic nail enhancement 
products, how to design and apply 
nail art and airbrush design as well 
as helping you to develop excellent 
communication, team working and 
client care skills.

Media Make-Up Artistry 
Level 3 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Level 2 in Beauty Therapy, 
Hairdressing or Make-Up.
What will I learn?
If you’re looking to expand on your 
existing beauty skills and specialise 
in make-up within the media 
industry, this course is for you.

Throughout this course you will 
develop your understanding 
of working in the film, television 
and theatre industry as well as 
having the opportunity to recreate 
historical hair and make-up looks 
and current media make-up and 
creative hair designs. 

The course includes the creation 
and presentation of a look-book 
and an industry portfolio as well 
as the application of body art and 
camouflage make-up.

On completion, you can progress 
into work in the media make-up 
industry or go on to specialist 
further study. 
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EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
It’s a mix of high quality 
education and the real 
world skills employers 
look for. 

We work in partnershp 
with some of the best 
employers in the region 
such as:

 ● Health, social care and early 
years workers are in high demand 
across the North East, making any 
of these courses a great choice 
for those who wish to take a 
vocational route into employment.

 ● You’ll learn in a dedicated 
nursery classroom space.

 ● You'll receive expert careers 
advice from our independent, 
award-winning team.

 ● Apart from recognised careers such 
as teachers, nurses and midwives, 
health, care and early years courses 
can lead to careers such as:

 ⚪ Counsellors for young 
people with disabilities

 ⚪ Ambulance care assistants

 ⚪ Lab workers for the NHS

 ⚪ Therapy assistants

 ⚪ Managers of care facilities

HEALTH, 
SOCIAL CARE & 
EARLY YEARS.

92 93

95%
of Health, Social Care & Early 

Years students have gone 
into work or 

higher level training.
SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what 
it's like to study 
Health, Social  
Care & Early 
Years with us.
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Having a work placement 
in a local nursery has really 
made a difference to my 
understanding of childcare.

Carley Smith                                                                        
Work Placement at  
Falla Park Community  
Primary School                                               

”

“

94 95

Health, Social Care & Early Years



Health, Social Care & Early Years

Working in an Unsupervised 
Role as an Early Years Educator
Level 3

Duration
1 or 2 years
Entry requirements
Five GCSE grades at C/3 or above 
including English and maths or a 
CACHE certificate in Early Years 
Educator.
What will I learn?
This two year programme of study 
will prepare you to become an 
early years educator. You’ll become 
qualified and licenced to work with 
children in an unsupervised role 
from birth to five years, as well as 
gaining knowledge of children aged 
five to seven years of age. 

You will complete exciting  
work-based placements and get 
the skills you need for work.

You'll learn about a range of topics 
including health and wellbeing, 
legislation, learning for school 
readiness and professional 
development.

Health & Social Care
Level 3
 

Duration
1 or 2 years
Entry requirements
Five GCSE grades at A*-C/9-4 
including English Language and 
preferably maths and science.
What will I learn?
On this course you'll gain an 
understanding of working in health 
and social care environments, 
principles of safe practice, 
meeting individual needs and 
human lifespan development. 

You'll have the opportunity 
to study a range of optional 
units including anatomy and 
physiology, psychological 
perspectives, physiological 
disorders and health psychology.

You'll get fantastic hands-on 
experience through a supervised 
work placement with one of our 
industry partners for example, in a 
care home or community setting. 
 
 
 
 

EarlyYears Education & Care 
Level 3 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Five GCSE grades at C/3 or above 
including English and maths or a 
CACHE certificate in Early Years 
Educator.
What will I learn?
You'll develop upon your existing 
knowledge and skills to enable you 
to become confident and capable 
when working under supervision 
with children and young people 
from birth to 19 years of age. 

During the course, you will gain 
an understanding of all aspects 
of childcare, child development, 
child safety, learning and play and 
communication. 

You'll undertake work placements 
in a range of settings including 
nurseries, day nurseries and 
primary schools.

Introduction to Health,       
Social Care & Children 
& Young People’s Settings
Level 1 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
One GCSE grade D/3 or above, 
ideally in English, a mix of E-F/3-1 
grades in other subjects and the 
ability to demonstrate a real interest 
in working in the care sector.
What will I learn?
You'll explore various aspects of 
health, child care and social care 
including communication, health 
and safety, rights and the needs of 
others. 

You will learn through a range 
of activities including practical 
activities, demonstrations and guest 
speakers. You'll complete a range of 
assessments including poster and 
presentation work, assignments, 
case studies and projects. 

This course will be taken alongside 
an appropriate level of maths and 
English. 

On completion you can progress on 
to our Level 2 programme.

First Extended Certificate 
in Health & Social Care
Level 2 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Three GCSE grades at A-D/9-3 
including English.
What will I learn?
If you're looking to become a  
care worker, home carer, nursing 
auxiliary or assistant, then this 
course is for you. 

You’ll gain a sound understanding 
of communication, healthy living, 
nutrition, rights and needs of 
others, equality and diversity, 
human lifespan, anatomy and 
physiology. Your learning will 
be delivered through practical 
activities, demonstrations and guest 
speakers. 

You’ll also get fantastic hands-on 
experience through a supervised 
work placement with one of our 
industry partners for example, in a 
care home or community setting.

Working in a Supervised 
Role in the Children and 
Young People's Workforce
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Two GCSE grades at C/3 or above 
including English and ideally a 
Level 1 in maths. All applicants 
must attend a group interview.
What will I learn?
During your course, you will gain 
an understanding of all aspects 
of childcare, child development, 
child safety, communication and 
learning and play. 

You’ll get fantastic hands-on 
experience through supervised 
work placements in a range of 
settings, including nurseries, day 
nurseries and primary schools. 

Courses

HEALTH, SOCIAL CARE 
& EARLY YEARS. 
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Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
It’s a mix of high quality 
education and the real 
world skills employers 
look for. 

 ● You'll study courses that 
are endorsed by employers 
ensuring they're up to date 
and industry relevant.

 ● You'll receive expert careers 
advice from our independent, 
award-winning team.

 ● You'll test your skills in 
competitions set by employers.

 ● You'll be mentored by some of 
the region's most successful 
business people. 

 ● Our Academy for Sport is one of 
the most successful colleges for 
sport in the UK and our facilities 
are used by professional athletes. 

 ● Our facilities are second-to-
none, boasting two 11-a-side 3G 
football pitches, sports science and 
medicine facilities, a performance 
lab, an aerobics studio and 
a 83m long athletics hall.

 ● Many of our students have gone 
on to compete nationally and 
internationally, representing 
the region and country. 

SPORT.

Our industry partners 
include:

FREE
Adidas 

kit

98 99

Sport

95%
of Sport students have gone 

into work or 
higher level training.
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SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what it's like 
to study  

Sport with us.
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The college is the 
only one in the 
North East to run 
the AASE boxing 
course and it has 
enabled me to 
gain a range of 
vital skills.

Brodie Stephenson                                                                     
Selected for the England 
Boxing Talent Pathway 
Programme and winner of 
the National Association 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club 
Final in the 66kg weight 
category.

“

”
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Sport 
Level 1

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
One GCSE at any grade.
What will I learn?
This course is aimed at those 
who wish to start a career in the 
sport and active leisure industry. 

You’ll study all aspects of how 
and where to participate in sport, 
looking at improving fitness, 
healthy lifestyle, sport in the 
workplace and working safely. 

We'll help to improve your work 
readiness by developing the 
skills that show your potential 
to an employer by using your 
knowledge to best effect. By 
having the right attitude, skills 
and high standards you'll be a 
great asset to their business. 

Health, Exercise & 
Fitness Instruction
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Three GCSE grades at C/4 or 
above, preferably including English.
What will I learn?
This course will prepare you for 
work in the health and fitness 
industry. You’ll study anatomy 
and physiology, how to maintain 
health, safety and welfare in a 
variety of fitness environments, 
how to communicate with and 
motivate clients, employment 
law, industry specific legislation, 
customer service, diet and lifestyle, 
how to plan group exercise 
sessions and how to instruct a 
variety of exercise sessions. 

On completion you can 
progress on to our Level 3 
programmes, apply for jobs in 
the fitness industry or both.

Sport Leadership
Level 2 

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Three GCSE grades at D/3 or 
above.
What will I learn?
This course is ideal for students who 
want to follow a more academic 
route of study that will allow them to 
then complete a Level 3 course and 
eventually progress to university. 

You’ll study fitness testing, how 
to develop a fitness programme, 
how to lead sport activities, as well 
as taking part in different sports 
and relevant work experience.

On completion, you will have the 
skills necessary to get a job as a 
leisure attendant or a sports leader 
or to progress on to one of our  
Level 3 courses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SportCourses

SPORT. Increasing Participation 
in Sport & Leisure 
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Three GCSE grades at C/4 or 
above, preferably including English.
What will I learn?
Do you want a career supporting 
people to get involved in physical 
activity in their community? 

This course will help you identify 
the barriers to participation, teach 
you how to deliver inclusive sport 
and activity sessions and give 
the knowledge of legal aspects 
of sports development such as 
safeguarding and welfare. 

On completion of the course you 
may want to stay at college and 
choose a Level 3 programme in 
sport, or you may want to look for 
jobs and apprenticeships in leisure 
and community sport settings. 

Gateshead Football Club 
Scholarship Programme 
Level 2 
An exclusive partnership with

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
GCSE grades at C/4 or above, 
including English and maths.  
Your football ability will be assessed 
by coaches from Gateshead 
Football Club as part of your 
application. Preferably, you'll be 
18 when starting this course.
What will I learn?
We've teamed up with Gateshead 
Football Club to offer a fantastic 
student athlete football 
development programme, which 
combines outstanding education 
with football excellence. 

This unique opportunity allows 
you to play at the professional 
club whilst continuing with your 
academic studies. As a playing 
scholar, you will train full time with 
Gateshead FC staff and represent 
the club in the U19 Northern 
Alliance League (division 1).

The course will provide you with 
the knowledge and skills to work 
within the football industry and 
you will have the opportunity 
to complete work rotations in 
employment roles, giving you 
invaluable experience of the 
infrastructure of this industry and 
the running of a successful club.Performance  

Athete Bursary
Visit 

www.gateshead.ac.uk 
for more info.
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Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



Sport 
Level 3

Duration
1  or 2 years
Entry requirements
Five GCSE grades at A* - C/9-4, 
including maths or English.
What will I learn?
This course will prepare you for 
entry into higher education or 
directly into a sports-related job. 
We'll focus on developing your 
academic ability as well as your 
vocational skills and employability. 

You will study anatomy and 
physiology, sports nutrition, current 
issues in sport, exercise for specific 
groups and fitness training and 
programming. You will also take 
part in work experience. 

Successful completion of the 
course will allow you to apply for 
jobs and apprenticeships working in 
the sports industry.

Sports Studies (Development, 
Coaching and Fitness)
Level 3  

Duration
1  or 2 years 
Entry requirements
Five GCSE grades at A*-C/ 9-4, 
including English and maths.
What will I learn?
If you love sport and want to 
improve the sports performance, 
participation, health or fitness of 
people in the UK, then this course is 
for you.
 
You’ll study sport topics as well as 
taking part in work experience with 
one of our industry partners, helping 
you along the road to deciding the 
type of role you are suited to. 

On completion of year one you will 
be offered a variety of academic 
and vocational routes, which 
include completion of this course, 
or a vocational course which will 
provide the qualifications you 
need to work as a coach or fitness 
instructor.
 

Sport

Sport and Exercise Science
Level 3

Duration
1  or 2 years
Entry requirements
Five GCSE grades at A*-C/9-
4 including maths, English and 
science.
What will I learn?
This course gives you the 
knowledge and skills to be able 
to apply the principles of science 
to enhancing sport performance 
and develop the foundations for 
a career in sport. You’ll have the 
opportunity to study a wide range 
of scientific concepts in a sport 
context, including: sports science, 
sports research, health and 
exercise, applied sports practice 
and practical sports. You’ll also 
complete a work placement. 

In year two you can choose an 
extended diploma in sport and 
exercise science or our diploma in 
health and fitness. 

On completion you could continue 
on one of our foundation degrees, 
go on to further study at university 
or go into employment within the 
health and fitness industry.

Personal Training & Instruction 
Level 3

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Level 2 Gym Instructor qualification 
and GCSE English grades at C/4.
What will I learn?
If you're already a qualified fitness 
instructor, this course will help you 
develop the skills, knowledge and 
competence required in order to 
work unsupervised as a personal 
trainer. This includes being able to 
offer one-to-one training, baseline 
assessment, nutritional advice and 
progressive programming.

You will study anatomy and 
physiology, sports conditioning, the 
principles of exercise and fitness 
and programming and nutrition.  

Sport

These 
courses attract 

UCAS points. 
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Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
It’s a mix of high quality 
education and the real 
world skills employers 
look for. 

Our industry partners 
include:
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 ● You'll train in some of the 
best facilities in the UK.

 ● You'll study courses that 
are endorsed by employers 
ensuring they're up to date 
and industry relevant.

 ● You'll receive expert careers 
advice from our independent, 
award-winning team.

 ● You'll test your skills 
in competitions set 
by employers.

 ● You'll undertake relevant work 
experience which could lead 
to an apprenticeship or a job.

 ● You'll be mentored by 
some of the region's most 
successful business people. 

 ● Our students have secured 
jobs for British Airways, 
Hilton Hotels & Resorts, 
Jet2 and Hays Travel.

 ● You will experience 
teaching and learning 
outside the classroom, 
exploring the various tourist 
attractions in our region.

 ● British Airways has previously 
scouted their new employees 
from our students.

 ● You’ll get the chance 
to work on some of the 
biggest tourism events in 
the region. Past students 
have volunteered at the 
prestigious Visit England 
awards and worked behind 
the scenes at the Hilton 
Newcastle Gateshead.

TRAVEL &
TOURISM.

Travel & Tourism
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SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what it's  
like to study  

Travel & Tourism 
with us.
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90%
of Travel & Tourism students 

have gone onto a 
into work or 

higher level training.



Travel & Tourism

Travel & Tourism
Level 1

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
No formal requirements, just a 
positive attitude and a commitment 
to developing your skills.
What will I learn?
If you’re looking for an introduction 
to one of the world’s fastest growing 
industries this course is ideal for 
you. You will study holiday resorts, 
travel companies, world and UK 
destinations and customer care, 
as well as exploring employment 
opportunities. 

You will have the opportunity to 
gain valuable work experience as 
well as visiting travel and tourism 
destinations and organisations. 
On completion of the course 
you could progress into work in 
travel agencies, hotels or visitor 
attractions or progress to the Level 
2 programme.

Travel & Tourism
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
A range of GCSE grades at D-C/4-3 
and/or a Level 1 Travel & Tourism 
with a merit/distinction grade.
What will I learn?
You’ll study all aspects of the travel 
and tourism industry including 
world and UK holiday destinations 
and attractions. You’ll look at how 
tour operators, hotels, travel agents 
and visitor attractions operate, as 
well as developing skills in customer 
service and selling travel and 
tourism products. 

You'll also study the exciting world 
of aviation and learn how airports 
and airlines operate. You’ll have 
the chance to complete work 
experience in the travel and tourism 
industry.

Travel & Tourism
Level 3

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Five GCSE grades at C/4 or above 
including maths and English  
and/or a Level 2 Travel & Tourism 
with a merit/distinction grade.
What will I learn?
This course is ideal if you want 
the challenge of combining your 
academic studies with a range of 
practical travel and tourism topics. 
You will have the opportunity to 
study a wide range of holiday 
destinations around the UK and 
the world, including top tourist 
destinations and visitor attractions.
 
You'll develop your knowledge 
and understanding of travel and 
tourism job roles including travel 
agents, tour guides and airline 
roles as well as learning about the 
cruise industry and attend visits to 
a range of tourist destinations. 

You will also have the opportunity 
to gain an understanding of some 
of the more specialist travel job 
roles while studying aspects of the 
aviation and hospitality industries.
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Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



EMPLOYMENT 
EDGE.
It’s a mix of high quality 
education and the real 
world skills employers 
look for. 

Our industry partners 
include:

 ● You'll train in some of the 
best facilities in the UK.

 ● You'll study courses that 
are endorsed by employers 
ensuring they're up to date 
and industry relevant.

 ● You'll receive expert careers 
advice from our independent, 
award-winning team.

 ● You'll test your skills in 
competitions set by employers.

 ● You'll undertake relevant work 
experience which could lead 
to apprenticeship or a job.

 ● You'll be mentored by some of 
the region's most successful 
business people. 

 ● You'll take part in a five day 
residential at Catterick Garrison 
with the Army and take part in 
a Royal Marines training day 
based at  HMS Calliope.

 ● Previous students have gone on to 
work in the forces, blue light services 
and the justice system as well as 
studying subjects at degree level 
including criminology and policing.

page description here
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98%
of UPS students have gone 

into work or 
higher level training.

UNIFORMED 
PUBLIC SERVICES.

Uniformed Public Services
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SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

See what it's  
like to study  
UPS with us.
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Uniformed Public Services
Level 1

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
No specific entry requirements 
other than a basic fitness level, 
enthusiasm and self-discipline.
What will I learn?
This is your chance to find out about 
employment in the uniformed 
public services such as the police, 
fire brigade, prison or paramedic 
services. You’ll enjoy a physical 
fitness programme mixed with class 
sessions covering theory, research 
and group activities to help build 
team working and problem 
solving skills. When complete, you 
can progress on to our Level 2 
programme.

Uniformed Public Services
Level 2

Duration
1 year
Entry requirements
Three GCSE grades at D/3 or a 
related qualification at distinction 
grade.
What will I learn?
This course is your chance to gain 
experience in the armed forces, 
police, fire, prison and paramedic 
services before applying to work 
in your chosen service. The course 
covers a range of units which are 
taught through a mix of classroom 
study, group activities and field trips.

During this year-long course you 
will study law and crime, land 
navigation, employment skills and 
adventurous activities. 

You’ll build on your interpersonal 
and communication skills and 
learn how to be an effective team 
player. You can progress to a range 
of careers in the public services or 
continue your studies with us on the 
Level 3 programme.

Uniformed Public Services
Level 3

Duration
1 year or 2 years
Entry requirements
Five GCSE grades at C/4 or above, 
including English. 
What will I learn?
Develop the knowledge, 
understanding and skills you need 
to work in public services at officer 
or operative level. This course 
is relevant if you want to work 
in the police, armed forces and 
paramedic services. It also opens 
up career opportunities in social 
work, probation service and youth 
and community work. 

You’ll cover leadership and 
teamwork, citizenship, crime 
and custodial care, psychology 
as well as taking part in fitness 
testing and team sports. You’ll also 
enjoy projects with professionals 
such as the army residential, 
adventure days with the Royal 
Marines, community policing and 
development days with the Royal 
Navy. Students have progressed 
directly to degree courses with 
leading universities.

Uniformed Public Services

Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to 
our website, then apply by clicking 
'Are you ready to apply?'.

In person: Drop into one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back 
page for dates.

See page 115 for  
full details or visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk

HOW DO I APPLY?



HOW 
DO I 
APPLY?

A LEVELS & 
VOCATIONAL 
STUDY 
PROGRAMMES. 
Online: Click on the course you're 
interested, which will take you to our 
website, then apply by clicking 'Are you 
ready to apply?'. Here you will complete 
an application form and we’ll invite you 
to our next Enrolment Event.

In person:  Drop in to one of our 
Enrolment Events. See the back page 
for dates.

 

Application process
1. Complete an application form.  

Complete an application  
form online.         

2. Come and see us.                                
When we receive your form we’ll 
invite you to our next Enrolment 
Event, or just drop in. You’ll get a 
chance to find out more about the 
courses we offer, meet our teachers, 
take a look around our campuses 
and start your enrolment. Event 
dates are on the back.

3. Have an interview or audition.            
For some of our courses, you’ll 
need to pop back and see us for an 
interview or audition. You’ll be given 
a date and time and be told exactly 
what to expect.

4. Keep in touch.                                                     
We’ll invite you to different events 
and fun days throughout the year 
where you can discover more 
about your course, get to know 
your teachers and meet your 
future classmates. Plus, follow us 
on social media for the latest news, 
competitions and interesting info.

GOT A QUESTION?
If you have a question about applying 
please get in touch with our team by 
calling 0191 490 2246 or email  
start@gateshead.ac.uk.

APPRENTICESHIPS. 

Online: You apply for an apprenticeship 
in the same way you apply for a job. Find 
our vacancies at www.gateshead.ac.uk 
or www.joblabgateshead.co.uk 

Can’t find a vacancy?
If you can’t find an apprenticeship 
vacancy that’s right for you, you can 
start on a vocational study programme. 
Then, when a vacancy becomes 
available, we’ll help you to apply and 
transfer across. Sign up for vacancy 
alerts at www.joblabgateshead.co.uk

Application process
1. Search for a vacancy.                            

Our vacancies are updated weekly. 
Visit www.gateshead.ac.uk

2. Register online.                                       
You’ll need to create an account 
online with the National 
Apprenticeship Service (you’ll find 
the link on our website.) You’ll need 
an email to do this.                             

3. Complete an application form               
If you need help with this, please get 
in touch.

4. Interview selection                                        
If your application is shortlisted, an 
apprenticeship advisor will have 
a chat with you and help you to 
prepare for an interview with the 
employer.

5. Attend an interview                            
You’ll attend an interview with the 
employer to talk about your skills and 
experience.

6. You’re hired                                     
Hopefully you’ll be successful, if not, 
don’t worry. We’ll help you to find 
another vacancy or you could start 
a vocational study programme until 
one comes up.

GOT A QUESTION?
If you have a question about 
apprenticeships or how to apply call 
our team on 0191 490 2364 or email 
apprenticeships@gateshead.ac.uk

Throughout the year we hold events to 
help you to make an informed choice about 
what to study after GCSE exams.

The options are varied and can feel 
overwhelming, so let us break them down 
in a way that’s easy to understand.

Who is it for?
Parents/guardians and 
pupils in Years 9, 10 and 11.

What can I expect?
Independent advice from 
our expert team of career 
advisors on:

 ● The different course 
options: A Levels, 
apprenticeships & 
vocational courses

 ● How to make 
the choice that’s 
right for you

 ● What to study if 
you want to get 
into university

 ● What to study if 
you want to go 
straight into work

 ● What qualifications 
you need for different 
types of careers

 ● University applications; 
how and when 
to apply

 ● The finance and 
support that’s 
available to you.

CAREER
CHOICE.

JOIN US AT 
OUR EVENT ON:
Wednesday 8 November  
6pm-9pm at Baltic Campus

See back page for more event dates.

BOOK 
A PLACE 

NOW.
0191 490 2329

start@gateshead.ac.uk
www.gateshead.ac.uk/

events

How to apply
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SAY 
HELLO
& HAVE
A GO.
Subject taster sessions

 ● Find out more about our courses
 ● Meet your future classmates
 ● Meet our students and teachers
 ● Apply for a course

 

BOOK 
A PLACE 

NOW.
0191 490 2329

start@gateshead.ac.uk
www.gateshead.ac.uk/

events

If you know someone 
who requires this 
information in an 
alternative format, 
e.g. large print, Braille, 
audio or another 
language, or help with 
understanding the 
information, please call 
0191 490 4611 or email 
start@gateshead.ac.uk

At Gateshead College we 
celebrate individuality. 

Everyone is welcome here, 
and we make sure that you all 
have equality of access to our 
services, premises, facilities and 
employment opportunities. 
All of our campuses are accessible.

Every effort was made to ensure 
that information in this guide 
was correct at the time of going 
to print (September 2017). 

Gateshead College 
reserves the right to amend 
information at any time.



Wednesday 8 November 2017
6pm - 9pm 
Careers Choice Event  

Monday 20 November 2017
4.30pm – 7pm

Monday 11 December 2017
4.30pm – 7pm  

Monday 15 January 2018
4.30pm – 7pm

Monday 26 February 2018
4.30pm – 7pm

Monday 26 March 2018
4.30pm – 7pm

Monday 23 April 2018
4.30pm – 7pm

Monday 21 May 2018
4.30pm – 7pm

Monday 18 June 2018
4.30pm – 7pm

Monday 25 June 2018
10am - 2pm

Monday 2 July 2018
10am - 2pm & 4.30pm – 7pm 

Monday 9 July 2018
10am - 2pm

Monday 16 July 2018
10am - 2pm

Monday 23 July 2018
10am - 2pm

Monday 30 July 2018
10am - 2pm

Monday 6 August 2018
10am - 2pm

Monday 13 August 2018
10am - 2pm

Monday 20 August 2018
10am - 2pm

Thursday 23 August 2018  
9.30am - 7pm
(GCSE results day)

Wednesday 29 August 2018
9.30am – 7pm

Thursday 30 August 2018  
9.30am - 5pm

Friday 31 August 2018
9.30am – 4.30pm

© Copyright Gateshead College 2017. 

COME 
AND 
BE PART 
OF IT.

Enrolment events
 ● Find out more about 
our courses

 ● Get free and friendly  
careers advice

 ● Take a campus tour

 ● Apply for your  
 2018 place

See website for more 
details and which 
campus to attend.
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