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December 2018 

Christmas Newsletter 
 

 

 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

A group of students supported by Miss Cleary organised our Macmillan coffee morning for staff 

earlier this term. Their efforts raised a total of £255 and the event was a great success with the 

class really demonstrating our school value of Teamwork. 

 

 

News from the Hub 
 
This term Hub 1 have been continuing 'Our 

Community' project. We have been on a number of 

exciting visits, including the Guide Dog Centre and 

Thrums Vets in Kirriemuir.  

 

At the Guide Dog Centre, pupils got to see some 

training in action, viewed the indoor training area, 

observed a dog’s behaviour through one way glass, 

and discovered how the dogs support the lives of 

blind people.  

 

Our pupils will be doing a fund raiser for the centre 

this Christmas. At the vets, pupils had a full tour, got to 

view some of the animals and learn what treatments 

they were having. Pupils discovered how some 

examinations are carried out, and looked at various 

X-rays. Meanwhile pupils and staff from the Blue 

Room are busy planning the “Hot Chocolate House” 

fund raising event to raise money for the Guide Dog 

centre. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://pixabay.com/en/holly-ornament-holiday-x-mas-161840/&psig=AOvVaw2ybzv1zlkl2H2wSBRU3FZo&ust=1544264734296094
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Latest from Health & Wellbeing 
 
 

 

 

 

Future Chef Competition 

 
Congratulations to 

Andrew Baird in S3 

who won the school 

round of the Future 

Chef competition.  

 

He will now go through 

to the next round of 

the competition and 

compete against 

Dundee schools on 

January 11th at 

Arbroath College. 

Eden Sinclair of 

Sinclair’s Kitchen and Miss Johnston from the Home 

Economics department will mentor Andrew. 

 

 

In Home Economics we’ve been using our creative skills and getting into the festive spirit with 

our first year pupils completing a challenge to design and bake a Christmas themed 

scone.  We had a range of exciting combinations including a variety of ingredients commonly 

found at Christmas such as Ferraro Roche, chocolate oranges, cinnamon, marshmallows, 

caramel and sprinkles!  

 

Hub 2 have also been working on some Christmas themed 

textile projects, also pictured is Liam Copland, it was his first 

time trying cross stitch and he made an excellent job of his 

Christmas card and even used his new skills to help those in 

his class who found it more challenging!' 
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Forfar Academy Sports Committee  

A new sports committee has been set 

up to provide pupils with a voice in 

regards to clubs being offered and 

improvements that can be made in 

the PE department. A pupil survey will 

be carried out with a view to making 

changes in the department to 

improve the pupil experience of sport 

and activity in Forfar Academy. Pupils 

from S1-5 are meeting regularly and 

hope to make a positive impact for all 

pupils sporting experiences at the 

Academy. 

 

There have been a number of extracurricular successes recently also.  Good luck to Nathan 

Girvan S4 who has qualified for the final of the BDO Lakeside World Youth Championships for 

the 2nd time in three years.  He will also be delighted at signing a 4 year deal with Target Darts 

who also Phil Taylor Rob Cross and Raymond Van Barneveld in their ranks.  

Congratulations to Ethan Brown who won the Tayside 

Schools 200m butterfly with a massive 3 second PB in 

the final.  He also picked up a silver medal in the 100m 

butterfly.   

 

And we have another internationalist with S1 pupil 

Eythan Galloway being named in the Scottish 

Powerchair squad who will be playing Middlesbrough 

PFC in December. We wish them both the best of luck.  

Congratulations to Oliver Bernard who made the final 

of the 25m freestyle at the Scottish disability Sports 

Junior Swimming Championships.   

Katie White in S5 won Forfar Farmington Youth Player 

of the Year.   

Well done to Bayley Morrison and Ellie Carnegie who also won Forfar Farmington end of season 

awards.  

A number of our boys have been involved in the Angus Select football squads over the past 

few months.  Results didn’t quite go their way but they represented their school and Angus 

Schools proudly in each game. 

Our senior girl’s netball team competed well in the Scottish Cup group stage.  They won 2 

matches against Brechin HS and The High School of Dundee but unfortunately were well 

beaten by Monifieth HS who progress into the next stage of the competition.   
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Our rugby teams continue to compete well in the Tayside festivals and competitions.  The U16 

team will be looking to go unbeaten and win the league when they play in the rescheduled 

final match very soon.  Some of the rugby girls headed to Carnoustie High School last month 

for a mini rugby tournament.  

 

 

The Forfar girls teamed up with 

Montrose and loved every minute 

and were so inspired by the number 

of girls who play rugby all over 

Angus. All the girls did extremely well 

and for some of them, it was their 

first ever time doing full contact 

rugby and they still want to come 

back.

 

 

 

The senior boy’s football team had a good run in the Scottish cup this year but were eliminated 

on penalties by Kinross HS after the match finished 2-2.  Well done to all boys involved.   

The S1 boys are going well in the Angus league and currently sit in 2nd place at the midway 

point.  Hopefully they can carry on this good form into the 2nd half of the season. 

 

Cross Country 

At the end of last term our annual Jockey Jan 

cross country race took place. This is a very 

special event in the school calendar as it takes 

place in memory of our former pupil Jan Wilson. 

In the boys race Euan Cromar retained his title 

winning with a new record time. Ethan Brown 

finished second and Fergus Hill was third. In the 

girls race Kari Robertson came home in first 

place with a new school record followed by 

Isla Jones in second and Lara Marshall in third. 

Well done to all of the runners who took part. 

 

 

The PE Department have also started a pupil of the week initiative aimed at recognising 

positive achievements from pupils in curricular PE time.  Each teacher nominates a pupil that 

they feel deserves the pupil of the week award based on the school values.  Be sure to keep 

an eye on the noticeboard in the PE corridor opposite the girls changing rooms for the latest 

department superstars.  Please also follow us on twitter @ForAcadPE to be kept up to date with 

this and all the latest news in the PE department.  
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A Busy Term in the Music 

Department 

On the 28th October, a number of our 

pupils took part in a full and fantastic night 

of music at the Reid Hall. The repertoire 

was by no means easy and with only 3 

days rehearsal time, everyone did a great 

job! Everyone looked very smart in full 

uniform and the behaviour when other 

groups were playing was exemplary. 

 

 

Meanwhile the music and drama 

department have been hard at work 

preparing for our annual Christmas 

Concert which will be taking place on 

Tuesday 18th December. This year it will 

take place in the school Atrium with a 

programme full of musical entertainment 

from the school choirs, orchestra, and 

string and brass ensembles. There will also 

be a new addition of a S1 class Samba 

and a Drama sketch with senior pupils. 

 
Our S1 pupils have been looking at rhythm 

over the last term and have demonstrated 

a broad knowledge of reading, writing and 

performing rhythms on an instrument or 

upturned bucket! The classes have loved 

working with the new resources and will be 

preparing for a performance to be shown 

at the Christmas Concert. Here are 2 

snaps of 1A preparing for a 

Samba Batucada Performance. 

 

A huge well done to Naomi McCallum (S1) 

and Jessica Nicoll (S4) who proudly 

showcased their talent at the festival. 

Naomi played a slow air and was praised 

for her good use of dynamics and was 

awarded 82% from the adjudicator for the 

12 and under class. Jessica played her first 

competition in the 13-16 age range. She 

achieved a really good mark of 80% 

playing a march and a reel.  

 

Congratulations also to Calum Wight (S6) 

who achieved a merit on his recent Grade 

5 Trinity exam on Guitar, Calum has grown 

in confidence and ability since 

participating in festivals, Angus Groups and 

external exams. He has been performing to 

a very high standard and is now working 

towards his Grade 7 exam. Also 

congratulations to Sinead Bruce (S2) who 

achieved a Merit for her Grade 3 ABRSM 

piano results and Katie Shepherd (S5) who 

also achieved a Merit for her Grade 4 

ABRSM piano. All are now looking forward 

to their next grades.

 

News from Pupil Care & Support 
 
The school was well represented at the “It’s Your Future” event at Carnoustie Golf Hotel. Pupils 

were encouraged to talk to employers and ask questions about how you can secure a 

successful career in a very wide range of areas and the different routes you can take to get 

there, whether that be by a modern apprenticeship, college, a graduate apprenticeship or 

university. 

Meanwhile Angus Council 

Homelessness Support 

Services have been in the 

school this term to talk to 

our S5 students about their 

work. 
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News from the Languages & Communication Faculty 
 
Mrs McGuffin took 10 Higher pupils to St Andrew’s 

university on 21st November to attend the School 

of Languages Open Day. The pupils got to meet 

with current undergraduate students to discuss 

language degrees and modules, as well as 

opportunities for work and study during the year 

abroad. The university said they were impressed by 

the way the pupils conducted themselves during 

the afternoon, saying they were all “extremely 

well-mannered, polite and courteous, intelligent 

and witty.”  

 

S2 pupils from Ms Watt’s class entered a writing competition to write a Stranger Saga using no 

more than one hundred words. They enjoyed writing them as they needed to make sure they 

used descriptive language. Titles ranged from Alone, Way out, The Voices and The Haunted 

Headphones! Eighteen from the class have been accepted to be published and their work 

will be appearing in the book on 31st December. The most exciting part being they are still in 

the running to be one of the winning cash writers.  Here is a taster written by Logan Riley : 

 

 

Swimming into the Unknown  
by Logan Riley 

 

I knew I was going to die, I didn't know when exactly, but, I knew.  

The cold water reached my knees. It was black, murky and thick.  

My torch flickered then all was black all around me.  

All of a sudden I heard something move in the polluted water.  

Drip, drip, drip. It was approaching closer.  

I could almost feel its presence.  

As it grew closer its cold breath burst across my skin.  

I hastily leapt to one side, then frantically started swimming.  

Gasping, I filled my lungs with air.  

Then I saw them, two giant menacing eyes were caught in a reflection.  

Then I froze... 
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Technologies Faculty Successes 

 
Forfar Academy has been recognised and 

rewarded for the school’s work in 

entrepreneurial education. The school has 

been awarded 3rd place in the UK 2018 TES 

of the Year Awards. For the fourth edition of 

the Entrepreneurial School Awards, 17 

innovative schools from across Europe had 

been selected at national level for their 

cutting-edge vision and outstanding 

implementation of entrepreneurship 

education programmes. The schools were 

assessed at national level by special 

committees and their national education 

authorities. They scored the highest in their 

countries against key indicators promoting 

the sustainability of entrepreneurship 

education: the quality of the school’s 

strategy, the allocation of appropriate 

resource, the existence of relevant teacher 

training, the engagement of local and 

business communities, and the extent of 

the school’s best practice network. 

Did you see us recognised in the Courier? 

We were featured for our work on the 

Young Enterprise Tenner challenge and the 

work of our young wood turners. They had 

also taken part in the recent Angus Craft 

Association Christmas craft fair where we 

received excellent feedback about the 

quality of their work, their positive attitude 

and excellent behaviour. The woodturning 

club takes place every Friday afternoon at 

the school. 

We also had a team taking part in the 

regional heats of the VEXRobotics UK 

competition which was held at Hayshead 

primary school with teams from all over 

Dundee and Angus in attendance. The 

team were edged out in the final stages 

but were highly commended by the Wood 

group for their coding skills. The team are 

currently working on an interesting practice 

video of Mechatronics using the coding of 

drones to highlight digital skills in controlling 

systems and digital manufacture. 

Our GO4SET GSK modern apprentices Ellie 

and Kirsty popped in to plan a factory visit 

to Glaxo Smith Kline in Montrose. Kirsty is a 

former pupil of the school and is doing her 

apprenticeship in Instrumentation 

Engineering. This is part of a 10 week project 

with second year pupils where they will be 

designing a futuristic eco dwelling to 

combat climate change. As part of their 

time here they will be talking to pupils 

about their modern apprenticeships and 

their learning journeys.
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Digi-Geography! �👩�💻👨�💻 
 
It has been a term of digi-discovery in Geography!  

The National 5 classes have been using a storymap made by Miss Black 

with GIS online mapping software to investigate the impacts of climate 

change around the world ahead of prelims. A great way to combine 

maps with information and really bring a topic to life! Scan the QR code 

below (or search the shortened URL) to see the storymap:  

http://arcg.is/1qXzOH  

 

This term, the S3 classes have finished their tropical storms unit on a high with an introduction 

to digital mapping!  S3 pupils have applied their knowledge to their own research project 

based on a hurricane, cyclone or typhoon which occurred in the last ten years. Each pupil 

investigated a different storm and produced their own Sway or PowerPoint. Pupils finished off 

their research by using GIS for the first time to add their storm (and their presentation) to an 

interactive map for all to see. The work produced by S3 pupils was fantastic and the storms 

they added to their class map even reproduced the pattern of storms around the globe - isn’t 

it great when a plan comes together?!  

 

The picture below shows an example of the 

finished map - head to @MissBlackGeo on Twitter 

to see the full story and try the map out for 

yourself!  

 
Meanwhile the Higher pupils have been back to 

basics in Geography using some stolen items from 

many teacher’s gardens to investigate drainage 

basins in the hydrological cycle:  

 

 
...and had a much tastier 

experience with Mars Bars to kick-

start their current Glaciation 

topic:  

 

 

What’s happening in Science? 

The chemistry department ran a trip to Dundee University to attend the Christmas lecture 

hosted by the Royal Society of Chemistry. The lecture is entitled 'Colourful Chemistry' and was 

delivered by Dr. Peter Hoare. It explored some processes in chemistry (and physics), which 

either produce or use light. In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the founding of the Tayside 

& Fife Branch of the British Science Association, Forfar Academy had 

been awarded£250 towards travel costs for attending the Christmas Chemistry Lectures, 

meaning the event was free for our higher and advanced higher pupils. The lecture enriched 

the learning of some of the areas that we cover in the course.  

Advanced Higher Biology pupils have also been on their annual visit to Millport to complete 

the field work required for their assignments.  And finally a group of our S2 students took part in 

a visit to the Glasgow Science Centre for some more hands on science experiences. 

http://arcg.is/1qXzOH
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Latest from the Library 

Author Visits 

We have been 

fortunate to 

have been able 

to host two 

author visits this 

term. Firstly, all of 

S1 were treated 

to a talk by Joan 

Lennon, who has previously been 

shortlisted for the Scottish Teenage Book 

Prize.  She spoke about her books and the 

writing process, as well as answering a large 

number of audience questions.  

Linking in to their study of graphic novels in 

English, 2Y4 have been participating in a 

‘Getting Into Comics’ project funded by 

the Scottish Book Trust.  As part of this, they 

were enthusiastic participants in a comic 

writing workshop led by the author and 

illustrator Tom Foster. 

Book Week Scotland 

Every day 

during Book 

Week 

Scotland got 

off to a 

relaxing start, 

with our 

Reading Champions inviting pupils and 

staff to gather in the library for a bit of 

breakfast and a chance to listen to an 

extract from a story. Various teaching staff 

gave up their time to treat us all to a wide 

range of texts – from The Gruffalo to the 

poetry of William McGonagall, and 

everything in between! 

 

Classes 

were also 

invited to 

work in 

teams to 

create a 

short book 

spine 

poem. The 

finished 

results 

were impressive, especially as each group 

only had a maximum of 10 minutes to 

create their masterpiece. 

 

 

Finally, well 

done to Chris 

and Miss 

Tindall, who 

managed to 

successfully 

work out that 

the shredded 

book in the jar 

on the library 

desk was The 

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.  

 

Quiz 

Halloween marked the first team quiz of this 

session.  Well done to the Spooky Scary 

Skeletons on their win! 

Forfar Academy Remembers 
 
On the 11th February we continued our proud tradition of participating in the Forfar 

Remembrance parade and service. Our Head Girl, Leah Napier and head boy Kurtis Turek laid 

a wreath on behalf of the school community. We were very proud to see so many of our pupils 

representing a wide range of organisations at the parade. 
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Now that’s What I Call Careers Advice 2018 
 
On the evening of the 8th November the school was very busy as part of our Careers Advice 

event. This had been organised by our Parent Council and took the form of a series of short 

talks from employers on what they are looking for in potential employees, interview tips, using 

the Skills Development Scotland MyWorldofWork website, apprenticeships, volunteering, 

considering university, and thinking about college. It was a very well attended event and 

provided a range of great advice to support our pupils and their parents and carers as they 

think about choices and options for the future 

 

Parent Council Cup – We Need Your Nominations! 
 
Each year the Parent Council awards the Parent Council Cup to a senior pupil who has made 

a significant contribution to supporting others in the community – maybe as part of a club, 

through volunteering or going the extra mile. This year they have decided to offer two awards 

– one for a pupil in the Junior Phase (S1-S3) and one for a pupil in the Senior Phase (S4-S6). If 

you would like to nominate a pupil for the award please email the school letting us know the 

name of the pupil and the reason for the nomination. We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

New Clubs Alert! 
 
A new lunchtime Dance Club has started in Dance 

Studio 1. So far we have over 40 pupils attending. If 

you have not already signed up with Miss McDyer 

please feel free to turn up. It will be a fun dance club 

with some exciting opportunities. 

 

A new homework club will run on a Wednesday 

afterschool in the library to support pupils 

completing their homework.  Staff and senior pupils 

are available for advice and guidance for those 

who need it.  All ages welcome! 

   
 

 

 

And finally we wish all of our school 

community a peaceful, relaxing and very 

merry Christmas and wish you all the best 

for the New Year.  

See you in 2019! 

K Mohamed  

 


