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Inspiring young minds

“Be inspired. That is what leads our teaching and learning  
here at The Grammar School at Leeds.

We nurture every child’s talents and abilities to be the very 
best they can be; to produce confident, versatile young  
people who are capable of high achievement and can rise  
to every challenge.

What we do and how we do it makes us one of the leading 
independent schools in the North.”

Sue Woodroofe, Principal
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The Grammar School at Leeds was founded in 2008 following the merger of Leeds Grammar 
School and Leeds Girls’ High School. Both schools had an enviable heritage, in the case of the 
former dating back to 1552 when local industrialist William Sheafi eld bequeathed an amount 
of money ‘to teach and instruct (freely) all such younge schollars, youths and children as shall 
come and resort to him.’

This value remains very much at the heart of our ethos today and we are proud of the diversity 
of our community. Pupils come from a wide range of social, religious and fi nancial backgrounds 
and all are embraced within our school because we all share one thing in common, a genuine 
love of learning.
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Embracing 
heritage and 
diversity



A tailored approach
to education
The Grammar School at Leeds provides an all-through education for 
boys and girls from the ages of 3 to 18, ensuring a secure environment 
and continuous learning experience for your child.

We follow the diamond model of education where students learn in 
co-educational classes up to age 11 and again at Sixth Form. From 
11 to 16 they are taught in single-sex lessons which are tailored to suit 
different learning styles, meaning teenagers are free from the pressure 
of performing in mixed gender groups.

A rich curriculum and a pastoral system that is both sensitive and 
stimulating encourages the development of social skills and mutual 
respect, which are key to successful learning. These values, along with 
our mix of tradition and innovation, ensure we provide the very best 
environment for your child to fl ourish.

The diamond model 
provides single-sex 

teaching from the 
ages of 11 to 16.

6 7



Space to 
         inspire

The Grammar School at Leeds 
occupies a spacious semi-rural 
setting on the northern edge of 
Leeds, meaning we are easily 
accessible to a large number of 
families from the surrounding towns 
of Harrogate, Wetherby and Ilkley.

The stunning campus is 
complemented by outstanding 
facilities for our students to express 
themselves and excel in arts and 
sports as well as academically.

Whilst the scale of the school 
is impressive, good design and 
effective use of the buildings  
and grounds ensure that it very 
quickly becomes a familiar and 
friendly place.

Primary School and Senior School 
each have their own specialist 
classrooms, libraries, halls and 
sports facilities. 

Primary School also has its own 
dining area for the youngest 
children, whilst in Senior School, 
Sixth Form have their own cafe  
and study areas. 

Other facilities such as the 
swimming pool, all-weather pitches 
and refectory are shared by all.  
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The joy of learning 
in Primary School

“We want our pupils to find out 
what really motivates them and 
sets them apart. We nurture 
confident, collaborative, well-
rounded young people who know 
what their strengths are and 
communicate well with others.” 
Mrs Solti, Vice Principal  
and Head of Primary School
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From September 2020 all our primary age 
pupils will be together for the first time, at 
our Alwoodley Gates campus. This follows the 
relocation of our youngest pupils from Rose 
Court in Headingley which has been their base 
for over a decade.

We know that children make huge strides in the 
primary years, from their first steps into school 
life in Nursery, through to Year 6 when they are 
ready to take the leap into our Senior School. 
The learning environment is carefully designed 
with the needs of each age group in mind, 
helping children to develop confidence and  
self-esteem ready for each stage of their 
educational journey.

From the very first day the learning focus is on 
language, literacy and numeracy skills, helping 
children to speak clearly and listen well. This aids 
understanding and encourages kind, considerate 
behaviour which is central to our school ethos.

This emphasis on traditional skills continues as 
children progress through the primary years. 
Our experienced, caring teachers deliver a 
stimulating curriculum, fostering enthusiastic 
learners who enjoy coming to school and doing 
their best.

Being part of an all-through school offers 
many benefits including superb co-curricular 
opportunities. Every child can try out new things 
or pursue their passions, developing their own 
unique skills and talents to become a confident 
and happy member of our school community.



Growing 
independence  
in Senior School

Our Senior School takes children and develops 
them into impressive young adults who are 
academically accomplished and prepared for the 
challenges that lie ahead.

It is here that our diamond model system 
becomes clearly evident, with boys and girls 
being taught separately for academic studies yet 
mixing freely at all other times.

Our teaching is based broadly on the national 
curriculum but being free of its constraints 
enables us to extend enquiring minds and tailor 
learning to the individual pupil. 

Pupils take on more responsibility for themselves 
and their learning, developing valuable study 
and life skills to help with their resilience and 
confidence.

More and more opportunities become available 
as they progress through the years, with choices 
on curriculum and interests, allowing every pupil 
to find their own particular niche.
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“We aim to develop both the  
learning habits and mindset 

of our pupils, encouraging 
them to enjoy and embrace 

intellectual challenge.” 
Dr Danks, Deputy Head



Aim higher in 
 Sixth Form

Housed in its own dedicated facility, our Sixth Form provides  
a crucial stepping stone between school and university.

Students are given much greater responsibility and autonomy, 
with school leadership positions in house, faculty, faith and 
other roles.

Academic study is still top of the agenda, and is complemented 
by a range of enrichment activities specifically for young 
people, including lectures from inspirational speakers and 
practical short courses on everything from student cookery  
to personal finances.

There is the opportunity to study for an Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ) – a highly valued dissertation-style piece 
of work that develops research and referencing skills in 
preparation for university.

Great emphasis is also placed on personal and social 
development in the Sixth Form and students volunteer in  
the local community to enhance their understanding of the 
wider world.

16 17

‘In the top 10% of providers for 
A-level value added nationally.’  

ALPS data 2018



Pupil well-being means everything to us and it 
shapes every decision we make.

Both teaching and tutor groups are kept small, 
but pupils benefit from being part of a much 
larger year group, enabling them to develop 
different friendships and interests and take 
advantage of wider opportunities.

Each part of school has a deputy head 
responsible for pastoral care who leads the 
tutor groups for their area and is supported 
by a team which includes school nurses and 
access to trained counsellors.

Our individual needs team is also available to 
provide additional support to pupils 
when required.

Putting your 
       child first
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Our pupils’ academic life is enriched with a wide range of activities and opportunities both inside 
and outside the classroom.

Curriculum teaching includes many practical elements, such as fi eldwork and trips, and also 
includes a comprehensive outdoor learning programme – all of which inspire learning and 
encourage new skills.

Our house system (age 7+) provides pupils with the opportunity to be involved in a wealth of 
activities; and there is even more choice in our co-curricular calendar, with over 200 clubs and 
societies in Senior School alone. For those who wish there is ample opportunity to compete 
locally, regionally and even nationally.

We provide some of the best teaching and coaching facilities in Yorkshire, ensuring that whatever 
your child’s interest and ability, they will have the opportunity to develop valuable skills and have 
fun in the process.

Wider 
opportunities
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“School was a really inspiring 
place to be. We were taught 
‘do what you do and do it 
well’ and I think that’s such an 
important message to teach.”  
Nicola Elliott, founder of  
NEOM Organics 

Inspired for life
The majority of our pupils go on to higher 
education, usually to study at one of the Russell 
Group universities, although others choose to study 
overseas, take a gap year or enter industry.

With approximately 10 students per year accepting 
places at Oxford and Cambridge colleges, we have 
an excellent Oxbridge track record.

Our alumni progress to successful careers in all walks 
of life including medicine, business, engineering and 
law. We maintain an active global alumni network 
enabling students to remain part of the school 
community long after they have left The Grammar 
School at Leeds.
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