Our School

The Preparatory School was established in 1892 as part of Brentwood School. We
celebrate this history while blending it with a modern approach suitable for today’s
world. Our teaching methods combine the traditional and the modern to provide a
stimulating learning environment where pupils have daily access to state of the art
equipment and spacious resources.
Academically, we encourage our pupils to aim high and to have the confidence to
learn new skills and interests. The broad range of activities on offer, both inside and
outside the classroom, provides a rich tapestry where all our pupils can discover
hidden aptitudes and talents that may be missed elsewhere.
Our motto is: ‘Virtue, Learning, Manners’ and while these are noble words, we
genuinely believe in them and put them into practice, encouraging a caring and
respectful love of learning throughout the School. Our ethos is based on Christian
values that are inclusive and welcoming. There is great warmth at the heart of this
community. It is tangible – come and feel it for yourself.
Jason Whiskerd
Headmaster
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Brentwood Preparatory School is an exciting place. It has the buzz of over
400 children discovering that life is full of opportunities for those who reach out
and grasp them. Right from the Nursery and Reception Year our children begin to
investigate with great expectation and interest. All of our teachers and assistants are
highly qualified specialists, and they teach with flair and sensitivity in an environment
that has exceptional facilities.

Our approach
In an increasingly competitive and demanding
world, it is personal skills and an enterprising
instinct as well as academic flair that set successful
people apart. Brentwood pupils learn that trying
new things and meeting new people are two of
life’s great joys and there is an atmosphere here that
encourages everyone to ‘have a go’.

Education cannot progress unless children feel secure and cared for. So even
from the earliest years, our pupils are learning the basic skills of social interaction:
listening, cooperating, and becoming articulate about their thoughts and
feelings. The children are in a community where making mistakes and learning
from them is normal and where good ideas are noticed and celebrated.
The spirit that we encourage is not a selfserving impulse. We teach our pupils that
the opportunities we create for ourselves
are best enjoyed when others benefit from
them too. Charity work is central to school
life and learning. It is the pupils who
organise and run fundraising initiatives.
For example, each July, the School holds a
charity afternoon at which every Year Six
pupil runs a charity stall of their choice.
Sometimes charities visit us to speak
about what their work involves. We have a
dynamic School Council which pays visits
to charities that we support, to see the real
difference our efforts make in others’ lives.

“Hidden talents do not lie hidden for long and the myriad of
clubs allows all children to find their special something. The
Prep has been the making of my child.”
Parent
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We have a reputation for developing broad minds and intellects. Just as impressive is
our knack for building self-confidence. It is this that takes a Brentwood pupil where
they want to go in life.

Nursery & Reception Year

Beginning a
great adventure
The joy of wet sand between your fingers; the
transformation of a little grey seed into a plump
green shoot; and working with your friend to
build the tallest tower ever, are all valuable learning
experiences.

We fulfill and surpass the National Curriculum requirements at this Foundation Stage
and we have the resources to nurture a child’s particular talents and deal with any
issues as they arise.
We start with half days at Nursery and introduce structure very gently. We send you
information regularly, letting you know what we are covering in the curriculum
here so that you can have fun with your child, supporting their learning at home.
For children who have specific learning needs, we have a dedicated Learning
Development teacher who can work with those who need extra support.
In Reception Year, time becomes more structured and we open up the world of
numbers, reading and writing in ways that are playful and unintimidating – Jelly
Bean Maths is, as you can imagine, an instant hit.
It is wonderful to watch the building up of each child’s personality as ideas and play
become a little more sophisticated. By the end of the Reception Year, a confident
young school child will emerge from the toddler they were on day one.

“Having had two children progress through the School I
particularly value the Brentwood Preparatory philosophy of
nurturing each child as an individual.”
Parent
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At these very early stages in education, we give children the kind of start that leaves
them with a positive attitude towards learning for the rest of their lives. We begin an
understanding of numeracy and literacy through songs and games. Year Six pupils
write stories for these smallest of Brentwood pupils and come and read to them in
class - a great learning experience for both parties, and a wonderful confidence boost
for the Year Six pupils.

Years One & Two

A confident
leap
Putting your hand up in class to share your idea or
your answer… it is an image that will always signify
“School”. It could be one of the first big challenges a
child faces. By the time academic lessons begin, we
have nurtured the children to feel safe and happy in
this environment.
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We monitor every child’s progress closely and make sure that parents – our partners
in education – are kept well informed. We follow the National Curriculum through
Years One and Two. We also introduce
Oral French at this time when children
are most receptive to learning a new
language. We are establishing learning
habits for life here, so we help children to
ask searching questions, use reasoning
to think through a problem, and start to
enjoy looking at things in detail.
As the children learn to work more
independently of adults, we set tasks that
they can achieve in teams. They support
each other with teachers taking a step
back, but still carefully guiding their work.
At the end of Year Two, all our pupils take
part in SATS tests and are well prepared to
progress to Year Three.

“The School has developed my daughter’s self esteem,
confidence and enthusiasm for learning. She has been stretched
and challenged at her own level and rewarded for her efforts.”
Parent

www.brentwoodschool.co.uk/Years-One-and-Two

Our goal is to grow confidence, good learning habits and moral sense. We achieve
high standards through kindness, good discipline and good humour.

Years Three to Six

High standards
and great fun
Our pupils achieve excellent results in their
academic work. We find that teachers’ high
expectations are met with pupils’ enthusiasm.
Brentwood pupils are consistently at the top of
the field for the National Curriculum tests at age 11,
and a large proportion achieve scholarships
at the same age.

We study all the National Curriculum subjects plus French and Latin. As they move up
the School, pupils are given tasks that require more independent study and research.
We also cultivate a sound work ethic in preparation for Senior School. Classroom
learning is regularly enhanced with trips and visits around this country and abroad.

“Academically, my son has benefitted from his teachers’ high
standards. By tailoring their teaching to the needs of the
individual child and by making lessons interesting and fun,
they ensure those standards are met.”
Parent

www.brentwoodschool.co.uk/Years-Three-to-Six

Every Year Group has teachers who
combine expertise in their field with a
love of their subject, so lessons are full
of energy and depth. With an average
class size of 20, staff are able to pay
close attention to the development of
each child and adapt what they deliver
to an individual’s needs. Children who
are particularly able in a subject are
challenged to go further with their skills
and ideas, and those who might be
finding something harder to understand
are given focused help.
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Community

Encouraging
individuals

All the children are encouraged to be enterprising and develop their own ideas. We
make sure that as they progress and mature they have a sense of responsibility and
care about their work and their role in school. Each Year Six pupil is given a position
of responsibility. We are often inspired by our pupils’ ideas for the School and for the
community beyond.
Form teachers get to know their pupils
really well because we keep class sizes
small. Our Matron and the Chaplain
play central roles in taking care of the
children and we make sure there is a
listening ear or a helping hand around
whenever they need it. From Year
Three, each pupil becomes a member
of one of our four Houses, where they
can build relationships with older peers,
Housemasters and Housemistresses.
Being in a House means that pupils
find another layer of belonging at the
School; they learn about teamwork and
try out their leadership skills. Our House
System is lively and inclusive; it gives
all children the chance to represent
their House in different activities.
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We welcome children into a community that is
small enough to feel secure and caring, but large
enough to offer a huge breadth of experiences.
Pupils’ wellbeing is the foundation for successful
education and we encourage their sense of
belonging by letting them know that their
contributions are extremely valuable in making
Brentwood a vibrant, friendly place.

Sports

Playful and
competitive
We have 72 acres of playing fields surrounding the
School where our pupils enjoy a fantastic range
of sports, led by a team of specialist teachers and
coaches. There is good humour and discipline in
the sporting lives of all our children. We cultivate an
atmosphere of enjoyment and encourage pupils to
excel.
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From Year Three, every child takes part in at least four hours of timetabled sport
each week as well as before, during and after school clubs. Whether it is fencing
or squash, basketball or hockey, all of our pupils can try their hand at a variety of
sports and find the activity that enthuses them most. Our substantial facilities
include a 25 metre indoor swimming pool, sports hall, all-weather athletics track,
fencing salle, four squash courts, Astroturf pitch, netball courts and tennis courts.
We have a strong sporting tradition that sees many of our pupils enjoy high honours
at County and National levels. That same strong tradition means that pupils who take
part in sports purely for the fun of it are given the chance to achieve their best too.

Performing Arts

Personality
and creativity
School life is packed with creative energy and there
are opportunities for every child to stand out. We
weave the talents of our pupils into the fabric of
School life. We have an assembly orchestra who
accompany their peers’ singing every morning, and
all our pupils take part in at least one of the many
School productions that happen each year.

Older year groups have the chance to
follow the Drama course set out by the
London Academy of Music and Dramatic
Arts. For young stage performers, we
have a Drama suite where they can
take part in Drama activities every weekday during lunch times, if they wish. On
Saturday afternoons, we have ‘Stage Crazy’, a workshop run by professional actors.
The Music Department has its own specialist facilities including a music classroom,
music technology room and seven music practice rooms. There are two orchestras,
and all our pupils belong to the Junior or Senior choirs, which rehearse weekly and
have performed in the Royal Festival and Royal Albert Halls. Over 100 pupils have
individual instrument tuition. When they leave the Preparatory School, every child can
read and write music and knows how to use computer-based composition software.

www.brentwoodschool.co.uk/Enrichment

In the Early Years, pupils are encouraged
to develop their creativity and imagination
with themed days and group projects.
For example, a majestic owl from the
local Owl Rescue Centre visited when
we were studying ‘The Owl and the
Pussycat’. The experiences become
bigger and bolder, with children taking
part in large-scale activities and staff
joining in as well as supervising.
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Progression
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At the end of their time here, pupils have wonderful memories to cherish and have
the confidence to jump with both feet into the opportunities of the next stage of
education. Our whole school community contributes to celebrating the achievements
of our leavers and preparing them for life after Brentwood Preparatory School.
At the end of Year Five, pupils have a taster day at the Senior School. They will be
familiar with the environment from having spent time sharing the facilities. Parents
have an informal evening event when they can meet the Headmaster and senior staff.
The outgoing Year Six pupils also have the chance to ask First Year students from the
Senior School about life there in a specially arranged session, and the Chaplain gives
an address to leavers about preparation for Senior School life. Most of our Year Six
pupils take up places at Brentwood Senior School.

“Here, we ask any child in the School to show parents around. There
is always a sea of hands up to volunteer for this – of all ages...
That’s confidence; that’s what Brentwood does.”
Senior member of staff

