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Hello and welcome to John Henry Newman Catholic 
College. We are, most importantly, a community of 
faith and take the life and teachings of Christ as our 
example. We are also a close community committed 
to developing your talents to give glory to God. Our aim 
is simple – we want you to leave our college with the 
determination never to accept second best and live life 
with a true sense of God’s love and  
self-worth. This will enable you to face life with 
confidence and purpose. 

To make this happen we have a curriculum that: 

• Is designed to meet your needs
• Is broad and balanced, and provides you with 

exciting and varied educational experiences
• Has no barriers to success
• Has no ceiling to achievement
• Has no excuses for underperformance
• Is matched to your individual needs
• Offers you support and challenge
• Gives you the knowledge, skills and qualifications 

that will prepare you for life in the 21st Century
• Ensures you experience challenging lessons in 

arts, performing arts and sport
• Ensures the quality of our teaching is excellent and 

leads to outstanding learning
 
 We deliver this by providing you with:
 

• A knowledge rich curriculum, structured into  
traditional subjects, properly sequenced to ensure 
you learn essential knowledge at the right time.

• Expert teachers who are passionate about learning 
and have excellent subject knowledge.

• Subject workbooks and knowledge organisers to 
ensure you do not forget the precious knowledge 
we teach you.

• Lessons that concentrate on remembering old 
knowledge and learning new knowledge.

To make sure this happens we have very high 
standards of behaviour. We know you learn best in 
classrooms where behaviour is excellent, creating a 
calm environment with clear routines.  

We want you to:
 

• Be Articulate. This means we expect you to speak 
clearly and in full sentences so teachers can hear 
your thinking and level of knowledge and 
understanding.

• Show Gratitude. The school is full of adults, not 
just teachers, who want just one thing: that you 
are safe and confident to do your best without fear 
of failure. In our college, students and teachers 
show gratitude all the time. This leads to respect, 
manners and courtesy.

• Be Resilient. This means when things go wrong, 
or we find things difficult we do not give up. Our 
students ask for help and try again. Our students 
do not mind failure but rather see it as learning.

• Show Stoicism. This means putting up with 
things we do not like or might not agree with. Our 
students understand that success in life often 
means doing things or following rules we do not 
like, but do them anyway.

 
If you work hard to learn and develop these habits you 
WILL be successful at our college.

We cannot wait to meet you and begin our learning 
journey together.

Mrs Kate Clarke 
Principal

Principal’s message .
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Catholic life .
In the evermore changing scenes of life, children and young people need constant encouragement from those 
who love them and do all they can to protect them.  Such certainties are celebrated in our Christian faith which 
presents to the world a God whose love for us never changes whilst all around us can. It is for this reason that 
we celebrate the gospel with our students through class and whole year group masses and engage in the beauty 
of the liturgical year. We also join with our local parishes at Saturday evening mass where our students lead the 
sung worship and present bidding and thanksgiving prayers for the congregation. Our two school Chaplains, 
Father Kevin and Brother Andrew are another constant presence in the college and invest so much of their time 
encouraging and nurturing us in all we do.

The Catholic Life of our community permeates all that we do. This begins with our insistence that all our 
students recognise the inherent dignity that they have being made in the image of God. We also encourage 
them to recognise such dignity in every human being regardless of any bias. Our donations to charity go to the 
most important of causes including the SIFA Fireside Shelter, CAFOD and various cancer charities. We have 
recently been encouraged to receive an award which celebrates our work in supporting young carers and our 
Shoe Box appeal at Christmas sees children all over the world receiving Christmas presents they never dreamed 
of. Our work with the Columban Missionary Society saw over 100 students witness the incredible work they do 
supporting the homeless and asylum seekers. Students visited the projects they work with, learning and being 
inspired by first hand stories of stoicism and fortitude, the very values we aim to bring about in our own students.

Two years ago, the canonisation of our patron, St John Henry Newman was a great joy to us and included a day 
long visit from Archbishop Bernard who celebrated a beautiful mass with us. He specifically remarked on the 
integrity with which we carry out our mission to the world which was of great encouragement
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68% of students achieved 
a grade 4 in both English 
& Maths
 
70% of year 13 students 
64% of students achieved 
5 GCSEs at Grade 4 or 
above (including English & 
Maths)

At John Henry Newman Catholic College, we never settle for second best. We want all of our students to have 
the opportunity to achieve their dreams and live out their definite purpose. 
 
Academic success is one of the keys to opening those doors of opportunity and we are proud of the 
achievements of our students, however, we always strive to do and achieve more. 
 
Since 2011 our pass rate at 5 GCSEs including English and Maths has increased by 14%. This has meant that 
John Henry Newman Catholic College students are gaining entry to high quality apprenticeships and Level 3 
courses. 
 
All students in Key Stages 4 and 5 have a dedicated ‘Raising Standards Leader’ who devotes their time and 
expertise to monitoring the progress and attainment of each student. Each student’s needs are catered for and 
we intervene swiftly if a student is not reaching their full potential. 

 We are proud of our results this summer and look forward to continuing success in the coming years.

Academic Success

67% of Year 13 
students continued 
onto university on 
completion of their 
studies

84% of level 3 (A-level) 
entries achieved an A* - C 
grade

2022 GCSE Headlines
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At JHNCC, we believe that the culture of the College and the climate 
for learning  in our classrooms is the key to academic success. If 
behaviour is not of the highest order students will not be able to 
make the most of the outstanding learning opportunities our teachers 
provide. Equally, we know that students need to enter into a learning 
environment fully prepared mentally, practically and physically in order 
to be ‘lesson ready’. We  believe punctuality is of great importance 
and that students bring all the necessary equipment and knowledge 
organisers, everyday, without exception. 

At JHNCC teachers will always greet students at the door welcoming 
them into the classroom to ensure that their relationship with them 
starts on the very best terms. The staff at JHNCC will all teach your 
child how to behave and meet the College expectations and standards 
so that they find it easier to produce their very best. We believe that 
students should speak clearly, in a voice that is heard by all and use 
the very best manners. These are things that JHNCC staff will actively 
teach your child. 

Our students are privileged to be taught by such highly qualified 
teachers and therefore make every effort to learn from them. We have 
five  firm and consistent rules we use in all classrooms which students 
are taught to follow. If students don’t follow these classrooms, 
teachers will gently but firmly correct your child’s behaviour so that it 
is refocused on learning. If students deliberately continue disregarding 
our agreed classroom precepts then swift action is taken to ensure 
other students are able to carry on learning at the highest level. 

We make no apologies for our firm, consistent behaviour policy not 
least because we know that parents are fully supportive of such a 
stance. We believe all students show the utmost respect for others, 
at all times. In lessons students should listen to the responses of 
other students and respectfully engage in continuing discussions. We 
want all students to fully participate in lessons and learn the essential 
knowledge planned for them. We believe students should follow all 
instructions the first time of asking and without delay and strive for 
excellence at all times.

Outstanding 
Behaviour and our 
Expectations

God has created me to 
do Him some definite 
service
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Teachers have high expectations for all students and work hard to ensure that students are set up to 
succeed. Teachers are committed to ensuring that the quality of their teaching is excellent, which in 
turn will lead to outstanding learning. 

Our curriculum provides students with highly engaging and eclectic material spanning a wide range of 
interesting and challenging concepts. Teachers carefully sequence learning to ensure students learn 
at the optimum level of challenge. Research has shown that in order for students to retain the learning 
they receive in a single lesson, they must revisit it in future lessons in a planned and systematic way.

At the start of each lesson students are given a simple assessment to help them recall prior learning. 
This has proven to be extremely effective and is again based on evidence-based research. The ability 
the students then have to recall this knowledge and apply it to other circumstances enables them to 
really enjoy their learning and be proud of the gains that they have made. Teachers implement the 
planned curriculum using principles of instruction whereby explaining and modelling, questioning and 
feedback and retrieval and practice are at the forefront of planning.  

Furthermore students who progress at a significantly higher level are able to go deeper into the 
concepts being revealed to them, enabling them to gain the very highest of grades. It is no surprise 
that some of our students have been able to gain places at Oxbridge and at the prestigious ‘Russell 
Group’ Universities.

Teaching and  
learning
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Our school shows have become legendary both in the quality we achieve and the regularity with 
which we produce well known West End hits. In recent years they have included:-

Billy Elliot | Sister Act | Mary Poppins | Annie | School of Rock | Bugsy Malone

Welcome to the Performing Arts!

The performing Arts Department is a vibrant, energetic department with a whole host of 
opportunities which enable students to achieve at the highest level. This not only means that our 

students gain excellent examination results but that they are able to perform their impressive 
talents on the most prestigious of stages.

The Birmingham Symphony Hall
The Birmingham Hippodrome

The Alexandra Theatre
Birmingham Town Hall 
The MAC Birmingham 
Warwick Arts Centre 

The Core Theatre
Cheltenham Town Hall

The Curve Theatre, Leicester  
The Deco Theatre, Northampton

The Cavern Club, Liverpool

7www.johnhenrynewmancatholiccollege.org.uk



The Physical Education Department is a leading, 
innovative and thriving department within the 
college. 

PE and Sport

The department benefits from excellent facilities 
and offers a wide range of clubs, events, fixtures and 
trips which provide students with opportunities to 
participate and compete all year round. 

Our teams are well represented in the school games 
across all year groups. We also have an extremely 
effective house system which enables students to 
compete against their peers in our Inter-House Sport 
competitions all year round.
 
BTEC Level 3, GCSE PE and Sport Studies are 
provided for students who achieve top grades year 
on year. We also run an annual trip to Loughborough 
University and The University of Worcester to inspire 
students to go on and study PE and Sport in higher 
education. 

Each year, specially selected students in Years 10 
and 11 are chosen to be sporting ambassadors 
due to their impressive display of the school Heart 
Values and Virtues. As a result they are awarded 
with the Ambassadors Tie and become role models 
to the younger students.

Our committed department makes available 
many opportunities for students to develop their 
cultural understanding. Trips to Manchester United, 
Wasps Netball and England Rugby to name a few. 
The department has also been awarded the Gold 
School Games Mark Award as recognition for the 
department’s commitment to providing high quality 
school sport. 

Enrichment is available for Year 12 to opt for with 
Football, Badminton, Basketball and Fitness. In 
Key Stage 5 students can opt for BTEC Sport Level 
3. High quality provision ensures that our pupils 
achieve outstanding outcomes. Over the past 3 
years our results have been outstanding with many 
students securing college places, sixth form offers 
and university scholarships. 

a bond of connection 
between persons
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Our extra-curricular programme is 
vast and extensive. Teachers give 
over countless hours to ensure 
that our students receive a truly 
rounded education and enable 
effective personal development. 
The list below doesn’t really give 
justice to the heart behind the 
work our teachers do. We are a 
fabulous community and it is a joy 
to be a member of it.

Extra-Curricular Clubs, Activities and Trips
Art
The Screen Writers Co 
Board games
Film Club
Choir
School Bands
Drama Club
Boxercise
Girls Football
Rugby
Netball
Rounders
Basketball
Exam PE
Basketball
Football
Dodgeball
Badminton
Multi-Sport
This Girl Can!
Games Club
Cooking
STEM Club (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths)

Homework Club
Handwriting Club
Nurture Club
The Eco Group
After School Study Sessions for  
all subjects

Trips have included
New York
Barcelona Football trip
French Skiing
Outdoor Pursuits residentials
Eco Trips
The Big Bang Exhibition
The Skills Show
Trips to experience University
Dovedale and the Peak District
The Black Country Museum
Rolls Royce
Alton Castle
Global warming investigation
Geography Field Work
The Houses of Parliament
MFL trips to Spain
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At John Henry Newman Catholic College 
we have the highest expectations for all our 
students. 

Starting with the end 
in mind - Sixth Form 
Provision

We challenge our students to have ambitious 
goals and never to settle for second best. Our 
Sixth Form provision exemplifies this. We all 
want the very best for our children and whilst 
it might seem like a long way off, ensuring 
your child has a clear seamless pathway to the 
future is at the forefront of our mission. 

Our Sixth Form provision ensures that students 
develop the qualifications and skills necessary 
for university and for the challenges of the 
changing world in which they will work. 

Every year many of our students achieve places 
at different universities, including Oxbridge and 
the prestigious Russell Group universities. 

University continues to be our most popular exit 
route with increasing numbers of students also 
looking at degree level apprenticeships when 
they complete their studies with us

Whatever path your child chooses to take, and 
whatever challenges they face, we will support 
them throughout their journey. 

Our aim is that when they leave us, they will 
have confidence in their future – a future where 
they will achieve their potential and which 
brings them fulfilment. We will provide them 
with all the specialist teaching and personal 
support they need to ensure success, and look 
forward to welcoming them into our happy and 
caring community.
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Careers 
Education and 
Guidance

Students at John Henry Newman 
Catholic College can be assured 
of receiving a wide range of 
experiences, support and 
guidance to help them make 
decisions about their future. This 
starts in Year 7, and supports 
students through to leaving us in 
Year 13.
 
John Henry Newman Catholic 
College is part of the Life Ready 
Programme (Solihull) which 
provides a framework designed 
to develop independent, 
life ready young adults. The 
programme is based on evidence 
from the Gatsby Foundation.
 
The shared vision of the Careers 
Programmes is that ‘students 
leaving John Henry Newman 
Catholic College will have the 
skills, knowledge and dynamism 
to reach their full career 
potential, to meet the needs of 
employers and to contribute 
to the economic growth of the 
borough’. Therefore we are 
always looking to engage with 
local businesses to improve 
the support we can offer our 
students and staff in the delivery 
of the curriculum and wider 
opportunities.

God has 
committed 
some work 
to me that 
he has not 
committed 
to another
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Primary Links

3 Year Arts Project
An Arts project was run over 3 years thanks to funding we managed to access to support the primary 
schools  
(developing a budget of over £100K). Mediums such as slam poetry, photography, the visual arts, 
music and dance were developed both within our feeder schools and at John Henry Newman. This 
partnership in the arts continues as we look to further inspire each other. 

Summer Transition Scheme and Student Leadership
Our summer transition scheme is not only a fabulous way to ensure that our new year sevens feel 
at home before they meet the rest of the student body, but is also a great chance for our student 
leaders to demonstrate their commitment to all. This year the summer scheme included: drone coding 
and flying, sessions alongside a professional photographer, A Rock School, Trampolining, Baking, a 
talent show and fun day with inflatable activities. Extra Maths, Science and English support was also 
available.

In addition, activities and challenges we made available for students further up the school. These 
included a rock school, an FA qualification in refereeing and student leadership with the Columban 
mission society.

 
Sporting Partnerships
Our primary schools are benefiting from continued use of our high class, full size, artificial football 
pitch and the numerous events we stage for them. We also benefit from this as our students grow in 
their  confidence as young leaders.

The relationship we maintain 
with our primary schools is of the 
utmost importance to us. The head 
teachers in our feeder schools 
have been extremely warm and 
encouraging with regard to our 
ongoing partnership which has 
been extremely effective. This is 
evidenced in the joint projects we 
have run over the years

I am a 
link in a 
chain
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