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Ark Atwood Primary Academy is part of 
Ark, an educational charity and one of the 

country’s top-performing academy groups. We have 
high aspirations for all our pupils, and aim to offer an outstanding education 

within a warm, friendly and caring learning environment in which each child can 
fulfil their potential. 

Our values – Aspiration & Achievement, Scholarship, Perseverance, Integrity, Respect & 
Responsibility and Enthusiasm – spell out our desire to help all our pupils to ASPIRE and 
achieve success.  A Whole School Commitment ensures that both our teachers and our 

children live out our values every day. 

Although high ambitions, hard work and high achievement are at the heart of our school, 
we aim to nurture the personal qualities of every child, who are taught the importance of 

good behaviour, to believe in themselves and never give up. We also care about their health, 
happiness and wellbeing. A wide range of nutritious meals are freshly prepared by our resident 

chef, while our Breakfast Club and After School Playcentre ensure that children are safely 
occupied either side of the school day.

An outstanding learning culture, and a commitment to building a secure foundation in English 
and Mathmatics, are the cornerstones of an education that is dedicated to all our children’s 
success. Extra support is provided where needed to ensure that every child reaches and 

exceeds nationally expected standards.

The pupils 
understand and 

completely live up to 
the academy’s 
ASPIRE motto.

Ofsted

On behalf 
of London, I congratulate 

ARK Atwood Primary 
Academy on winning the 
TES School of the Year in 

Numeracy and  
Maths Award.

Boris Johnson, 
Mayor of London
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W elcome to Ark Atwood Primary Academy - a 
primary school for 3-11 year olds which opened 
in September 2011.  It has two forms of entry 

and is non-denominational and non-selective, welcoming boys 
and girls of all abilities from the local area.  The academy is 
characterised by high expectations and high achievement for 
all pupils. We provide a calm, nurturing learning environment 
where teachers really know pupils and their parents, and every 
child can flourish.
 
Ark Atwood Primary Academy aims to enable all its pupils 
to realise their full potential and provides them with every 
opportunity to succeed. We want every pupil to leave the 
academy with a love of learning and well prepared for the 
transition to secondary school.  We support and stretch our 
students in finding their talents through rigorous and engaging 
learning both within and outside the classroom.
 
Through outstanding leadership, teaching and pastoral support, 
we provide an inspirational environment which celebrates 
success and encourages pupils to strive for excellence in 
everything they do. I look forward to meeting you and 
discussing what Ark Atwood Primary Academy can  
offer your child.
 
Daniel Upfield
Headteacher



Ark Atwood Primary Academy aims to give every child the best 
start in life. No wonder we are the school of choice for many 
families in the north Westminster area. 

Pupils relish the opportunity to learn from each other, while our enthusiastic 
teachers and energetic staff aim to bring learning to life through theme or topic-
based activities and first-hand experiences. These include initiatives such as ‘Secret 
Reader’, where a parent or carer – whose identity is kept secret until the day – 
comes into school to share one of their favourite childhood books with pupils. 

As well as an emphasis on academic success, we encourage good behaviour and 
teach our pupils valuable social skills by showing how their actions and words can 
have both a positive and negative effect on other people. By teaching our pupils 
how to experience the joy of giving and receiving – from a friendly smile or saying 
“thank you” to offering a helping hand – we demonstrate how easy and rewarding 
it is to express kindness, appreciation and love on a daily basis. It’s one of the many 
creative ideas that inspire and challenge our children to be their best. 
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I come 
to school to inspire, 
but most often the 

pupils end up 
inspiring me.

Deputy Head

The academy has 
an unrelenting and 
successful focus 
on raising pupils’ 

achievement.
Ofsted

“ “

“

You get taught 
lots of things so 
you will be really 

clever.”
Year 3 pupil



As you may have noticed, we  
like to do things differently at Ark Atwood. 

We are committed to knowing each of our pupils well, so that 
every child is challenged to ensure they achieve to the highest level. To 
maintain the feeling of a small school, we have divided the Academy into 
an infant and a junior school. This creates a dynamic learning environment 
in which no child is left behind. 

A longer school day, from 8.30am-4pm, allows more time for learning. 
Additional lessons in English and Mathematics sit alongside daily activities in 
Music and PE. The Performing Arts also play an important role in the life of 
the Academy, helping to build a sense of community and develop skills in self-
expression.

Visitors and joint activities with other schools, a variety of trips and a wide 
range of clubs and societies – from African drumming and salsa to rugby  
and chess – also help to broaden and deepen our pupils’ interests  
and experience.

We encourage families to support their children’s educational aspirations 
and achievements. Automatic enrolment to Friends of Ark Atwood 
enables parents and carers to play an active role in the wider school 
community, while a variety of workshops enable them to help pupils 
with their learning and development at home.

At Ark Atwood Primary Academy, we aim to give pupils a 
great start in life and a successful future – whatever they 
choose to do.
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This is 
an outstanding 

school. 
Ofsted

The 
enthusiasm and 

enjoyment my child 
gets from school 

is priceless.
Year 3 parent

“
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