


UTC Sheffield City Centre offers 
much more than a regular 
school or college to Post 16 
students with a passion for 
STEM, Arts and Media subjects.

We are Ofsted graded Good 
and sponsored by Sheffield 
Hallam University.

University Technical Colleges (UTCs) 
are government-funded science and 
technology academies developed with 
employers and universities to focus on 
the skills the UK needs for the future.



Welcome to UTC Sheffield 
City Centre! We are a 
purpose-built 13-19 
specialist academy in the 
heart of Sheffield – a city 
synonymous with creativity, 
making and innovation.

Students in Year 12 and Year 13 with 
a passion for Science, Technology, 
Arts, Engineering or Maths can study 
different combinations of A Levels and 
technical qualifications for exciting 
pathways in:

• Creative & Digital Media

• Engineering & Advanced 
Manufacturing

Our unique combination of 
technical and academic curriculum 
is complemented by a personal 
development programme which 
brings out the best in each 
student and enhances their 
softer employability skills.

Our success is measured in the 
great results and destinations that 
our students achieve. I am proud 
that we continue to uphold a record 
of securing 100% progression from 
Year 13 into positive opportunities 
including advanced, higher and degree 
apprenticeships, as well as competitive 
university and college places.

We bring education and business 
together in a way that gives our 
students the very best preparation for 
high quality careers, working with the 

region’s top employers, many of them 
global names, including Bauer Media 
Group, McLaren, RAF, Rolls-Royce, 
Siemens, Sumo Digital and Warp Films. 

Our Higher Education Partner, Sheffield 
Hallam University, and our employer 
partners are represented on the 
governing body and work closely with 
the UTC and the students to develop 
their employability skills and provide 
work placements.

For students who want more than 
just qualifications, we provide an 
all-round education focused on future 
progression. I look forward to meeting 
you at one of our events – whether 
virtual or at the UTC – and to sharing 
with you the great opportunities that 
UTC Sheffield City Centre provides at 
Key Stage 5.

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Joseph, Year 13 graduate, now 
doing a Materials Engineering 
Degree Apprenticeship with 
Atomising Systems Limited

In 2020, UTC Sheffield City Centre 
was again graded Ofsted Good 
in all areas including: quality of 
education, behaviour and attitudes, 
personal development, leadership and 
management and sixth form provision. 
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Our exceptional facilities for 
Creative & Digital Media and 
Engineering give our students a 
head start, and we continue to 
invest.

The latest £1.1m investment in equipment for 
automation, carbon composite and additive 
manufacturing will enable our students to 
be the youngest in the country to learn these 
high-tech skills sought after by employers.

State-of the-art facilities include:
• Engineering mini-factories 

that simulate the real 
manufacturing environment

• Advanced Apple Mac-based 
design suites with the latest 
hardware and software

• Suite of hi-tech studios 
and media labs for digital, 
creative and media 
projects including film, 
photography, animation 
and web applications

• High-spec prototyping 
facilities including laser 
cutting and 3-D printing

• Computer Numerically 
Controlled (CNC) machine 
suite and Computer Aided 
Design (CAD) suites for 
producing items designed 
by the students

• Electronics laboratory

• Multi-use rooftop 
sports pitch



 

Our employer partners are the driving force 
behind UTC Sheffield City Centre. 

We are partnered with over 70 top employers, both 
local and national, including AES Seal, Bauer Media Group, 
Festo, Finger Industries, Lavender International, 
McLaren Automotive, RAF, Rolls-Royce, Siemens,  
Sumo Digital and Warp Films.

Students are exposed to the world of work through a variety 
of employer engagement activities:

• Trips and visits

• Employer-led projects

• Business mentoring days when groups of employers visit 
the UTC

• Masterclasses and workshops 

• Briefings on apprenticeship opportunities

• Work placements 

Employer partners work alongside teachers to set students 
real life projects. Technical projects are designed to 
deepen and enrich learning from across the curriculum 
whilst building crucial professional skills and characteristics. 

Photo courtesy of McLaren Automotive



 

We are extremely proud to work with our key sponsor, 
Sheffield Hallam University (SHU).

The UTC enjoys close support from the University, including representation 
on the UTC’s governing body. We benefit from the technical knowledge of the 
academic experts at SHU, who have helped to design the curriculum. UTC 
students also have access to the facilities at the University. Importantly, the 
University is able to support our students with insights into higher education 
and how to access high quality higher education provision.

 
 
 

 
 

 

Dan Fleetcroft, Director PES Engineered 
Solutions and Chair of Governors

 
 

 
 

Wes Jacklin, Plant Director for the McLaren Composites Technology Centre



The culture of the UTC is all about 
destinations – we focus on where 
students are going, not just on grades. 

100% of our Year 13 students go on to a positive 
destination including university, higher and degree 
apprenticeships or employment.

Since the UTC opened in 2016, the number of 
leavers entering high status apprenticeships has 
surpassed the national average.

 
 

• Amazon 
• AMRC
• Army
• Beatsons Fans 

and Motors
• Boeing
• British 

Aerospace
• Brydon Ropes
• CTL Seal
• Fernite 

Sheffield
• Hydra Creative
• Inspec 

Solutions
• Jaguar 

LandRover
• JCB

• Lavender 
International

• Lidster Tools
• McLaren 

Automotive
• MOD
• The National 

College for 
Advanced 
Transport & 
Infrastructure 
(NCATI)

• Orchid
• Rolls-Royce
• Santander
• SDA Sheffield
• Smurfit Kappa
• William Cook

• 3D Animation at University 
of South Wales

• Aerospace at University of 
Leicester

• Biomedical Engineering at 
University of Hull

• Biotechnology at University 
of Nottingham

• Chemical Engineering at 
University of Sheffield

• Chemistry at University of 
Lincoln

• Civil Engineering at Leeds 
Beckett University

• Electronic and Electrical 
Engineering at Sheffield 
Hallam University

• Electronic Music 
Production at Leeds 
Conservatoire

• Engineering at University of 
Cambridge

• Filmmaking at UWE Bristol
• Forensic Psychology at 

Liverpool John Moores 
University

• Games Art at Sheffield 
Hallam University

• Graphic Design at Leeds 
Arts University

• Mathematics at University 
of Liverpool

• Mechanical Engineering at 
De Montfort University

• Media, Communication 
and Cultural Studies at 
Newcastle University

• Physics at Durham 
University

• Product Design at Bangor 
University

• Sport Engineering 
at Nottingham Trent 
University



Year 13 Creative & Digital Media pathway
Destination: Journalism Degree at The 

University of Sheffield

Year 13 Engineering pathway
Destination: Product Design at 

Sheffield Hallam University

 
 

 

Year 13 Engineering pathway
Destination: Degree Apprenticeship 

with British Aerospace

 
Year 13 Creative & Digital Media pathway

Destination: Film Making Degree 
at The University of the West 

of England Bristol

 
 

 
 



You will enjoy the freedoms of being in Sixth Form, 
with your own dedicated learning environment. 
With a 60/40 split of classroom/non-classroom 
learning you will have plenty of time to develop 
your independent learning capabilities ready for 
university or the workplace.

It’s not all study – we also offer a wide range 
of enrichment activities to help you build your 
personal skills and give you material for your 
CV ready for UCAS and job or apprenticeship 
applications.

Each year we review the programme of activities 
to ensure that it offers a selection of options our 
current student base will enjoy as well as gain 
from. Sample activities include:

• Duke of Edinburgh 
Award

• Girls Football

• Boys Football

• Animation

• Art

• British Film 
Institute Academy

• Green Power racing 
car challenge

• Photography

• Physics

• Pneumatics

• Enrichment in core 
subjects like Maths 
and Engineering

We offer a mature, professional environment 
where you will be treated as an adult. In 
Post 16, you have the option to wear your 
own personal business dress, rather than the 
standard business dress that younger students 
wear. We encourage all our students to dress 
as smartly as possible as we are working 
with employers and business partners.



Our award-winning £10m 
building is located in the 
heart of the Creative and 
Digital Industries sector in 
Sheffield, next door to BBC 
Radio Sheffield and close 
to the main hub of our 
higher education partner 
Sheffield Hallam University.

The main railway station is just a few 
hundred yards away, together with the 
main bus station, so students travel 
in to the UTC from right across the 
region including Barnsley, Bassetlaw, 
Doncaster and Rotherham

* travel times via train are to Sheffield Station only 
** travel time via Supertram is to Ponds Forge only



Studying in Year 12 and Year 13 
at UTC Sheffield is focused and 
personal. You will join others who 
are passionate about their subjects 
and learn with expert teachers in 
specialist classes.

The emphasis is very much on developing all-round 
professionalism so you will spend time outside the 
classroom working with employers and engaging 
in our nationally recognised personal development 
curriculum, Global Cultural Learning.

Our network of employer partners will ensure 
that you leave the UTC well connected with an 
exceptional awareness of how to succeed in your 
chosen field.

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Jacob, Year 13 graduate, now doing 
Physics at University of Durham



We offer a variety of study options dependent on your interests and ambitions. 
The OCR Technical qualifications for our two specialist pathways in Digital Media 
and Engineering come in different sizes – Extended Certificate, Foundation Diploma, 
Diploma and Extended Diploma. All Level 3 Cambridge Technicals gain UCAS points 
providing a strong base for progression to university. You can combine the OCR 
Technical qualifications with A Levels in different ways to achieve your preferred 
route – university or apprenticeships – or you can keep your options open for both. 

Route 1

University pathway

Technical Extended 
Certificate / Applied 
General (= 1 A Level)

+ 3 A Levels

Route 2

Technical Higher 
Apprenticeship pathway 
or University pathway

Foundation Diploma 
(= 1.5 A Levels) + 2 or 3 A Levels

Route 3

Technical Baccalaureate

Technical Higher 
Apprenticeship pathway 
or University pathway

Diploma (= 2 A Levels)

+ A Level Mats or 
Core Maths + an 
Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ)

Route 4

Technical Apprenticeship 
pathway

Diploma (= 2 A Levels) + 1 A Level + GCSE 
resits if needed

Route 5 

Technical Apprenticeship 
pathway

Extended Diploma (= 3 A Levels)

Creative & Digital Media only

A Level choices 
to complement 
your specialism 
in Creative and 
Digital Media 
or Engineering 
include:

• Fine Art

• English Language

• English Literature*

• Photography

• Psychology*

• Computer Science*

• Maths

• Further Maths (if you 
are taking Maths)

• Biology*

• Chemistry

• Physics

• Product Design

• Level 3 Core Maths

• Level 3 Extended 
Project

*Available at UTC Sheffield 
Olympic Legacy Park



 

If you like to get to the bottom of how things work, solve problems, invent 
and make, Engineering is for you. You could be helping to design and 
construct visionary buildings, developing the latest green technology to 
save the planet, or inventing new medical devices to improve healthcare.

Engineering is a combination of science and maths used to solve real-life problems. 
There are lots of different types of engineers who work in all sorts of places - 
offices, laboratories, hospitals, hi-tech manufacturing, to name a few. 

The Engineering specialism at UTC Sheffield will provide you with the knowledge and skills to work across 
this diverse and growing sector. You will learn in state-of-the-art facilities including mini-factories that 
simulate the real manufacturing environment, high-spec prototyping workshops and sophisticated machine 
suites – working on challenges set by employers that will stretch you and build your industry skills.



Employer-led 
projects
You might be working with 
graduates and apprentices 
from Rolls-Royce on a specially 
commissioned project to design 
an aeroplane refuelling pump, 
or investigating how to develop 
an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 
(UAV) with PES Performance. 
Or perhaps you will become 
a WorldSkills competitor in 
mechatronics with Siemens and 
Festo, or learn how materials 
are tested with Lavender 
International.

At KS5, you will study Level 3 OCR Cambridge Technicals 
in Engineering alongside courses including A Levels.

See full curriculum details on pages 12 and 13.



WorldSkills UK 
is a national 
competition that 
equips students 
with the world-
class skills 
needed for the 
future economy.

The competition uses 
real work projects to 
test competitors and 
build attributes valued 
by employers including 
teamwork, organisation, 
time management and 
working under pressure.

Teams from UTC Sheffield 
have competed over 
several years against 
colleges, employers 
and universities from 
across the UK, winning 
a haul of medals and 
placing them among 
the top performers for 
engineering skills. Some 
have been invited to 
join the training and 
development programme 
for international 
competitions with the 
chance to represent the 
UK at international skills 
competitions: EuroSkills 
and WorldSkills.

 
 

 
 

 
 

Harry, Year 13 graduate, progressed to 
a Degree Apprenticeship with BMW

 
 

 
 

 

Lucy, Year 13 graduate, now studying 
Product Design at Sheffield Hallam University



 
 

“What really strikes me is that the UTC 
students are so enthusiastic – it’s clear they 
want to be there and to learn. The students 
on Engineering courses at the UTC really 
want to go into engineering and they’re 
motivated. That’s what our industry needs.”

Lavender International has offices in Houston, Texas in the 
USA, as well as in the UK, and supports programmes all over 
the world in countries like Greece, South Africa and Canada. 

Lavender staff regularly visit the UTC to demonstrate non-
destructive testing to students. This includes sessions on 
Penetrant Testing, Magnetic Testing and Ultrasonic Testing, 
which are delivered as part of an assignment or project that 
UTC students are working on. Lavender have also donated 
equipment to the UTC, including three hardness testing 
machines. 

“It’s always been a principle of Lavender to pass on 
knowledge to the next generation. Like the rest of the 
engineering industry, we have an ageing workforce 
and we need young talent. We want to encourage 
young people to consider a career in non-destructive 
testing, as our industry has so much to offer, such 
as the opportunity to travel all over the world!”

Amy Schofield, Business Development Manager



 
 

Are you interested in designing and digital making, filming and recording, 
writing and using your imagination? The Creative and Digital Industries are 
very diverse – ranging from advertising to animation and from fashion to film.

Overall in the UK over 3 million people are employed in creative industries or in 
creative roles in other industries – so there’s no shortage of opportunity. In fact, 
this sector is one of the fastest growing employment sectors in the UK.

The Creative & Digital Media pathway at the UTC will give you a wide range of digital 
skills and opportunities, so you can pursue your particular interests.

As a Creative & Digital student, you will learn in hi-tech studios and media labs catering 
for film, photography, graphic design, animation and web application.



Employer-led 
projects
You might be working on a brief 
for a film trailer set by BAFTA 
award-winning Warp Films, or 
attend a master class from 
representatives of Hallam FM 
on audience demographics 
and radio advertising, or you 
might be set a challenge by 
directors of international game 
developers Sumo Digital, 
in between their work for 
PlayStation and Microsoft.

At KS5, you will study Level 3 OCR Cambridge Technicals in 
Digital Media, which is worth up to 3 A levels. This course 
includes:

 

In this year you will complete the 
following foundation units of the 
qualification, which will see you learn 
and use a range of software and 
equipment including DSLR cameras 
and lenses and the Adobe Creative 
Cloud. Units include:

• Unit 1: Media products and 
audiences (exam)

• Unit 2: Pre-production and 
planning: (exam)

• Unit 3: Create a media product: 
(coursework)

• Unit 15: Create audio-visual 
promos: (coursework)

• Unit 20: Advertising media: (exam) 

 

Using your skills, knowledge and 
experience gained in Y12, you will 
pick one of two pathways to study in 
your final year, with the option to pick 
units that will enable you tailor your 
learning to your future destinations 
and careers:

Pathway 1: Moving image

If you like video production, whether 
it is in front or behind the camera, 
this pathway will include the following 
units:

• Unit 5: TV and short film

• Unit 14: Radio production

• Unit 17: Visual and special effects

Pathway 2: Interactive

If you are more interested in a web/
animation career path, this pathway 
will include the following units:

• Unit 4: Interactive media product

• Unit 10: Create a digital animation

• Unit 8: Photography for digital 
media products



 
 

George, Year 13 graduate, progressed onto an 
Animation Degree at Sheffield Hallam University

 
 

 
 

 

Elliot, Year 13 graduate, now doing a 
Film Studies and Screen Writing degree 
at Sheffield Hallam University

UTC Sheffield graduate Madeline secured an 
unconditional offer for Sheffield Hallam University 
to study PR, Journalism and Media in 2019.

Madeline joined the UTC in 2015 as a Creative 
& Digital Media student and completed both her 
GCSEs and A Levels at the UTC, alongside technical 
qualifications – achieving a B in A Level Photography 
and Distinction* Distinction in her Level 3 Technical 
Diploma in Digital Media.

Madeline said: “I’ve been at the UTC since Y10 and 
it was the best option for me, I don’t regret changing 
schools at all. I don’t think I would have achieved the 
results I did if I didn’t come to the UTC!”

She continued: “The UTC is different in so many ways, 
you get to meet other students who have similar 
interests to you, you’re able to work with employers, 
learn how to use different software and work on 
equipment that other schools don’t have. I also had 
the opportunity to do photography, which I’ve really 
enjoyed, this wasn’t available at my old school.”

 



 

“I love the breadth of what the UTC 
students are interested in. It keeps me 
on my toes. A lot of my work is about 
engaging with younger audiences so 
it’s good to speak to young people 
and find out what they’re thinking.”

Clear Channel is one of the biggest advertising 
companies in the world. The organisation specialises in 
outdoor advertising or Out of Home (OOH) advertising 
as it’s called – billboards and digital screens on 
the street and in shopping centres. Clear Channel 
has more than 40,000 sites around the UK.

Nigel, a graphic designer at Clear Channel, started 
working with the UTC by delivering photography 
masterclasses, he then delivered sessions on logo 
design. That led on to reviewing students’ work for their 
Extended Project Qualification or EPQ, which they can 
study alongside their Cambridge Technical qualification.

“Most of the students at the UTC are outstanding. 
They’re very polite, very professional and very 
talented. Those for whom the top grades don’t come 
as easily make up for it with sheer determination. 
I’ve enjoyed giving them some industry input 
to help with their portfolios – having a strong 
portfolio with industry-based work is essential for 
getting into the creative and digital sector.”



We want to ensure that you are equipped for a fulfilling 
and rewarding career, whether you progress onto an 
apprenticeship, into university, or directly into employment.

At every stage, you will have access to independent advice and guidance as well 
as tutor and mentor support to help you choose the right option for you. 

Our dedicated careers advisers work with students to ensure they make the most 
appropriate choices for their post-18 pathway. The UTC places great emphasis on 
professional Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) for all students. 

This is combined with work experience in both Year 12 and Year 13, extensive opportunities to meet with 
employers and work on industry projects, to assist students in making informed decisions. As a result, we have a 
track record of 100% of students progressing successfully onto further studies, apprenticeships and employment.

 
 

 

Years 12 & 13 
A Levels & Technical 

Qualifications in STEM 
specialist pathways

 
    

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Foundation degree

Undergraduate degree

Masters degree

Higher National Certificates & Diplomas

Foundation Degrees

 

Entry with A Levels and/or Technical 
Qualifications
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We offer a range of taster events and talks for both parents/carers and 
potential students. Please come along and meet with our Principal, 
Alex Reynolds, and find out more about UTC Sheffield.

Full details of these events are available on our website: 
www.utcsheffield.org.uk/city/events
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UTC Sheffield City Centre is part of 
The Sheffield UTC Academy Trust

The Trust has a clear vision to prepare 
our students for high quality careers in 
major growth areas of the UK and global 
economies – Engineering & Advanced 
Manufacturing, Creative & Digital 
Industries, Computing, Health Sciences 
and the related area of Sport Science.  We 
provide a rounded education to develop 
the professional, personal and technical 
skills that employers want.

All of our students achieve a set of 
qualifications endorsed by both our 
university and employer partners, enabling 
them to progress to top universities as well 
as high quality apprenticeships.
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