Sixth Form

‘The Sixth Form is Outstanding’
Ofsted

Welcome
The Gryphon Sixth Form is a large, successful and vibrant
community of around 450 students, many of whom are
welcomed from neighbouring state and independent
schools across North and West Dorset and South Somerset.

There is a strong

Our Sixth Formers aim high and our ability to empower them to

ethos of striving

caring and supportive community which generates our

achieve is embedded in our ethos. We offer our students a highly
exceptional examination results and bright futures for our

for excellence

students.

Ofsted

Our Outstanding Sixth Form offers a wide and exciting variety of
courses and subject options, enabling students to pursue their
passions, interests and career aspirations. The enthusiasm,
innovation and commitment of our teaching and pastoral staff
helps to challenge and support every individual so that students
are empowered to learn.

Awarded
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by the Real Schools Guide 2016

Students enjoy more freedom through which we develop the
important life skills of time management, research and planning
that will allow them to be successful in their immediate and long
term futures. To help them, all students have a tutor to offer
guidance and support throughout their studies, along with
additional help from their Head of Year and Head the Head of
Sixth Form and friendly subject staff.
We want everyone to feel engaged and excited by learning;
confident, happy, secure and valued as a member of our Sixth
Form Community.
We look forward to welcoming you.
Stephen Strowger, Head of Sixth Form

Studying at

Applied ICT
Art & Design (Fine Art)
Art & Design (Photography)
Art & Design (3D)
Biology
AGQ Business
Chemistry
Classics (Ancient History)

The Gryphon

Drama & Theatre Studies
Economics
English Language
English Literature

The Gryphon prides itself on the flexibility of subject options
available to Sixth Form students, giving them the flexibility to
study their chosen subjects and follow their career aspirations.
With over 750 subject options available, we provide the very
best in academic and vocational combinations which we can
tailor to meet student requirements.
Our teachers are all fully

medicine and our Excellence

trained subject specialists and

Programme supports our

experts with University

academic offer to enhance the

qualifications, and the passion

skills required at University. We

they bring to their classrooms is

have a thriving Extended

unrivalled. You will find here a

Project Qualification (EPQ)

culture of inquisitive approach,

course in which students have

one where we have an exciting

achieved outstanding results,

and yet supported array of

and which encourages our

subjects that we believe will

students’ passion for a subject.

suit the competitive nature of

We encourage the students to

today’s world.

explore their own academic
reading and factor in specific

Outstanding results
for the Extended Project
Qualification, with 65% A*-A

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
French
Geography
German
GCSE English & Maths (Re-sits)
BTEC Health & Social Care
History
BTEC Hospitality
BTEC IT Practitioners

Leadership Programme:
Consistently

Outstanding

Results:

70% of students gained 5 or
more A*-C grades including

Media Studies

At The Gryphon Sixth Form we do our

propose, project-manage and evaluate

best to nurture leadership. Right from

the impact of their work. We value the

the start of Year 12, we give our aspiring

dynamic ideas that our students have

student leaders the chance to take part

and appreciate the creative flair that

Religious Studies (Philosophy & Ethics)

in the Leadership Development group to

they bring to the role. In the second

AGQ Science

nurture the types of skills that are

year, our trained students will become

sought after by industry and by

leadership mentors for the Year 12

universities.

group, allowing them to shadow and

A Gryphon student is

time to investigate and analyse

thoroughly prepared for their

further reading supported by

Maths and English at GCSE

Unlike other traditional prefect or

future, and our wide and

our fantastic Learning Resource

We also have an active Student Council

Centre. We believe in a culture

30% A*-A grades

leadership structures, The Gryphon aims

eclectic offer opens doors and

to further develop the students’ skills by

with students engaged in improving and

opportunities. Our students

of academic and personal

giving them ownership of projects that

developing the school through ongoing

have extremely high rates of

success and want to enable our

deliver positive change for the school.

projects and feedback sessions.

entry into Oxbridge and

students to achieve this.

Over three months, the students

at A Level

Law
Mathematics & Further Mathematics

develop their own work.

Music
Physics
Psychology

Spanish
Sports Studies
BTEC Sport
BTEC Travel & Tourism

We are continuously reviewing
additional courses which may be of
interest to our students.

Care & Support
At The Gryphon School we pride
ourselves on the high level of pastoral
support and guidance that we give
every single student. We want to help
our students reach their potential, so
we dedicate an enormous amount of
time to getting to know them all
individually so we can support them

Resources and facilities are outstanding

through studies. You will have a

and are continually updated to meet

Personal Tutor, whom you will see

student needs. Sixth Form students

twice a day, and this tutor, along with

have their own modern common room

the academic staff will guide you
through your Sixth Form journey. The

adjoining café@Gryphon, which offers

tutor teams are led by the two Deputy

students all day access to hot and cold

Heads of Sixth Form who offer a

food and drinks.

further level of support, advice and
guidance and will stay with you for
your time in the Sixth Form.
No matter what your aspiration (or
even if you don’t have any idea what
you want to do), we offer a high level
of independent advice and guidance
through 1:1 academic monitoring
sessions, a full and highly effective
PSHEE programme, specialist careers
advice and through the many events
that we offer during your two years
with us.
The relationships we develop often
last longer than their time at The
Gryphon, and we are delighted to
support alumni students, with many
returning to share their adventures
with students.

“Exceptional
Pastoral Care,
Well-Being and
Discipline”
The Good Schools Guide 2016

Amazing
Resources
& Facilities

Students enjoy excellent sports facilities
including our Fitness Suite, Dance Studio,
all-weather pitch, tennis courts, football and
rugby pitches, netball courts, cricket pitch,
athletics track and our large Sports Hall.
Our Learning Resource Centre (LRC) has a
dedicated Sixth Form study space on the
upper floor with computer access. We also
encourage all students to read regularly
around their subjects to engage with a real
passion in their chosen topics and the LRC
provides a wide range of online and
traditional resources.
Sixth Form students are encouraged to bring
their own devices in to school to engage in
e-resources and materials from staff. We
have WiFi throughout the school and
provide secure lockers and charging points.

Enrichment
No Sixth Form is complete
without a broad range and
depth of exciting enrichment
opportunities to enhance the
skills and broaden the
horizons of students. We
fully encourage all our
students to involve
themselves in our Enrichment
Programme – as well as
giving them the opportunity
to further develop an interest
or hobby, it will make them
an exciting and exceptional
candidate for their future
outside of school.

Badminton
Basketball
Big Band
Biology Club
Chess
Craft Club
Choir
Dance
Debate Club
Drama
Duke of Edinburgh Award
Wednesday afternoons are dedicated to an area of
interest of the students’ choice – this could be
working towards a Duke of Edinburgh award,
playing sport or taking part in one of the numerous
clubs we run.
As well as weekly activities we also offer many
students the chance to travel abroad or go on
study trips as part of their course. We are proud of
our wide range of residential and day visits which
support study across the range of Sixth Form
subjects. Recent trips have included a History trip
to Russia, a Psychology trip to Bristol Zoo,
Geography field trips to Swanage and the Eden
Project and a Sixth Form trip to Rwanda.

European Enrichment
Fencing
Fitness Suite
Football
Greek Language & Culture
Gymnastics
Hockey
Homework Club
Intramural
Juggling Club
Mindfulness
Music
Netball
Reading in Primary Schools
Rugby
Science Club
Sherborne Radio
Table Tennis
Trampolining
Volleyball
Work Experience

Looking

to the future
Our results are amongst the best in the South West, with the majority of
our students going on to university, including Oxford and Cambridge, and
the Russell Group of universities. They follow a wide range of vocational
degree programmes as well as subject specific degrees. Recent students
have gone on to university to study courses such as Chemical
Engineering, Video Game Design, Law, Physics, Modern Languages,
Medicine, Maths, Art and Sport. We also see a number of students
following alternative paths, including apprenticeships.
The School provides specialist careers advice to students and parents,
delivering careers information and guidance. Sixth Form students receive
a full programme of progression related activities to enable them to
achieve their individual career goals:
• Individual careers guidance interviews
• Visit to a UCAS convention
• Work shadowing opportunities
• Careers Café – talks from professionals, businesses and employers
• Excellence Programme – a scheduled programme for Oxbridge and
Medicine applicants
• Visits to employers and apprenticeship providers
We recognise that young people have many different career ambitions
and at The Gryphon we strive to ensure that our students make career
decisions that fulfil their ambitions. Our growing cohort of alumni boasts
students in a broad variety of careers, from Politics to Engineering to the
Media, many of whom are available to inspire and advise current
students.

of our students go to a University of their choice
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