
Braeburn Garden Estate School is a British Curriculum, fully CIS accredited IB World school that offers a truly international 
education to students from over 80 nationalities. This wonderful mix of international students and staff create a unique 
school community that we are extremely proud to lead. 

A caring and dedicated staff emphasise high expectations in all areas of school life; from academics and activities, to 
empathy and integrity in order that students are nurtured with the skills and values that instil a love for learning and allow 
them to recognise, not only their potential, but also their responsibility to the lives of others.

BGE is a dynamic and progressive school that provides pupils with the challenges, opportunities, support and facilities that 
allow students to progress and enjoy school. 

At BGE, we are passionate about your child’s education and look forward to meeting you soon.

WELCOME FROM THE HEADTEACHERS

Garden Estate
BRAEBURN

www.gardenestate.braeburn.com
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BGE offers a curriculum based on the English National Curriculum. 
While this is the basis for what we teach - with a significant emphasis 
on the development of core skills - all our students are given 
opportunities to learn from their context here in East Africa. Many of 
the learning experiences are therefore based on ‘real’, meaningful 
interactions from group-based investigations to outdoor learning and 
from whole schooled themed days (e.g. Space Day) to individual tasks 
differentiated for the needs of the child.

In the Early Years (ages 2 to 5), pupils follow the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) The prime areas of learning are: 
communication and language; physical development; personal, social 
and emotional development. The specific areas of learning are: 
literacy; mathematics; understanding the world; expressive arts and 
design. Teaching is often done through play, where the child learns 
about subjects and other people through games.

In Key Stage One (ages 5 to 7, Years One and Two), pupils begin to 
embed key skills such as phonics (the sounds) and an understanding 
of number as well a rich range of other learning experiences 
including subjects like music, Physical Education and humanities.

In Key Stage Two (ages 7 to 11, Years Three to Six), pupils are given opportunities to continue 
developing skills while developing more independence, responsibility and a sense of right and wrong. 
While the building blocks of Primary Education are built on English, Maths and Science (the ‘core’ 
subjects), a broad and balanced curriculum is provided with Performing Arts, Music, Art and Sport 
playing crucial roles in our attempts to develop the whole child.

In Key Stage Three (ages 11 to 14, Years Seven to Nine), pupils focus to a much greater extent on 
high order concepts that will enable them to engage with the more challenging curricula of IGCSE and 
the IB Diploma. While homework is introduced as early as Year One (where students engage in simple 
tasks to reinforce key skills), the expectations and demands increase steadily as pupils move through 
the school. This helps develop: Confident Individuals, Responsible Citizens, Learners Enjoying 
Success, which is at the heart of what we want our Braeburn students to be.

Key Stage Four allows students to choose and study a selection of Cambridge IGCSE courses. These 
rigorous and demanding courses are recognised worldwide and facilitate progression to our 
pre-university courses.

Finally Key Stage Five encompasses 2 courses, the International Baccalaurate (IB) Diploma and the 
International Baccalaurate Career Certificate. We have been delivering the IB courses for over 10 
years and consistently exceed the IB world average pass grades.

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

IN SUMMARY, BGE COMPRISES AS FOLLOWS:

Early Years Unit Ages 2-5 Crèche, Nursery & Reception

Key Stage 1 Ages 5-7 Years 1 and 2

Key Stage 2 Ages 7-11 Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

Key Stage 3 Ages 11-14 Years 7, 8 and 9

Key Stage 4 Ages 14-16 Years 10 and 11 (Cambridge IGCSE courses)

Key Stage 5 Ages 16-18 IB Diploma /IBCC
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BGE offers weekly boarding for students from 11 years of 
age (Year 7 and above). This balance of boarding at school 
during the week, and having weekends at home, is of great 
benefit to our students who get a structured and 
supportive environment at school and are still able to 
receive the parental input that children require from home. 
Students arrive at school on Monday morning and stay 
through to Friday afternoon, thus avoiding the daily 
routine of commuting. The school bus service can be used 
for transportation and is included in the boarding fees.

The boarding system is structured according to age. 
Children aged 11 – 13 are housed in Lakeside House, which is a family-oriented unit with experienced 
teacher/house parents providing pastoral care and support for our younger boarders.  Lakeside is a 
cosy, fully equipped and furnished facility set in mature grounds adjoining the lake.  The bedrooms 
have been specially designed to accommodate 2 or 3 children, ensuring they have company and 
friendship at all times.  Each of the bedrooms has its own bathroom and dressing area.  Lakeside has 
two common rooms to allow relaxation, study and communal activities; it is equipped with internet and 
satellite television.

The older boarders reside in the Treetops block, with each boarder having his/her own private 
study-bedroom.  Boarding parents are also teaching staff, allowing for strong pastoral development 
and academic support, ensuring personal development goals are fulfilled. Treetops also has extensive, 
modern facilities designed to allow students to enjoy their weekly stay and facilitate their academic 
needs, including:

•   Individual internet provision in each room
•   Private study areas

BOARDING AT BRAEBURN GARDEN ESTATE

•   Common rooms
•   Social rooms with satellite TV
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The extensive sporting facilities at BGE are available for boarders to use and this is encouraged 
through structured activities.  Likewise social clubs, evening trips and gatherings enhance the 
boarding community greatly.  Students are expected to study during the boarding week, with teaching 
staff on hand to assist pupils with study and provide academic support.  The School Library and ICT 
facilities are available to support these study periods during the evening.  Close collaboration with the 
main teaching body is a daily routine for house parents and is key in the academic development for 
our boarders.

We want our boarders to be happy people, living in a supportive and caring environment.  Our 
excellent facilities and resources allow boarders to fulfil their academic development under the 
guidance of experienced, teacher/house parents.  We believe this formula will enable your child to 
develop fully and enjoy their time boarding at Braeburn Garden Estate.

BOARDING ACTIVITIES

4 www.gardenestate.braeburn.com
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Sport is an integral part of our culture at BGE and all students are expected 
to participate in the sports programmes offered.  Playing sport builds 
friendships, improves physical fitness, introduces new skills and creates 
opportunities to develop as part of a team. Ultimately, our aim is to instil 
a love of physical activity in order that pupils continue enjoying sport into 
their adult years. 

BGE students are exposed to a wide range of sports. All students can play 
football, hockey, basketball, volleyball, squash, tennis and also swim. Boys 
will also have the opportunity to play cricket and rugby whilst girls will also 
play rounders and netball; both play field hockey. Opportunities are created 
for the eldest students to take part in non-competitive sport such as yoga, 
zumba, CrossFit, dance and personal fitness.

Our extensive range of co-curricular activities supports our main sports 
programmes giving children the opportunities to learn golf, horse riding, 
sailing, karate and tae kwondo.

Sports programmes offer Saturday training sessions to further develop 
students’ abilities and as a member of the KAIIS (Kenya Association of 
Independent International Schools) we participate extensively in 
inter-school sport offering our students high quality competitive sport. 
Just as important as learning to hone skills and tactics to be competitive in 
team games is the need to develop a sense of fair play, camaraderie and 
good sportsmanship.

SPORT AT BGE
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We believe Music and Drama should be enjoyed as well 
as being key aspects of every child’s holistic 
development and at BGE both are taught as curriculum 
subjects and have extra curricular programmes in place 
to support this, too. Our music department has a team 
of full-time peripatetic tutors that teach students drums, 
violin, trumpet, flute, guitar, piano & choir. A large 
number of students have individual, private lessons. 
Students also sit the ABRSM (Associated Board of the 
Royal Schools of Music) music exams and regularly 
perform in teatime concerts as well as productions and 
school events. Just as importantly, pupils in each section 
of the school have opportunities to take part in drama 
productions from the Early Years Nativity play to the 
larger, main Primary and Secondary productions. 

All students go on annual residential school trips to 
various locations in Kenya; these have a wide variety of 
activities scheduled including scuba diving, white 
water rafting, rock climbing, trekking and mountain 
climbing. Students will also have the opportunity of 
travelling further afield on overseas trips if they desire; 
skiing, sports tours and cultural trips amongst others.

Arts and crafts, Model United Nations, chess, 
debating, ICT, & community service are but some of the 
other activities on offer as part of the broader 
extra - curricular activities programme at BGE; 
something that we are very proud of.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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Our school community binds us together and we 
actively encourage participation from parents in 
everything that we do. While this is naturally 
associated with the pupils that we teach, there is more 
our school community than this. 

Our equivalent to a PTA is group called ‘FROGS’ (Friends 
of Garden Estate Schools) who coordinate a range of 
social get togethers for parents, staff and children and 
events for just parents and staff, too. From family fun 
days at Karura Forest to the annual dinner and dance, 
these opportunities bring us all closer together. The 
FROGS also host weekly coffee mornings each 
Wednesday at the Clubhouse where all parents are 
welcome to enjoy each other’s company and perhaps 
make a friend for life. 

Termly ‘Forum’ meetings are also scheduled where the 
Headteachers at the site answer general queries from 
the parental body. These are also opportunities to share 
longer term developments within the site in an open and 
straight forward manner.

As a fortunate and privileged group, we have a 
responsibility to give back to the local community. We 
are all proud of our associations with a number of key 
charities whom we have supported through fund raising 
events, which often reach several hundreds of 
thousands of shillings each year. Our belief is, the more 
you put in, the more you get out.

THE BGE COMMUNITY
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Located on a tranquil 28-acre site, Braeburn Garden 
Estate sits 8 kilometres northeast of the centre of Nairobi 
in the leafy suburbs of Garden Estate, just far enough away 
from the hustle and bustle of the City to feel rural yet close 
enough to enjoy the amenities of a large, diverse city. 

Opened in 1982 the school has been extensively developed 
over the years and boasts a range of facilities making BGE 
one of East Africa’s finest International Schools. With large 
playing fields, a training swimming pool for the young
 pupils, a 25m pool, outdoor basketball and tennis courts, 
large sports hall, dance studio, gym, two squash courts, 
boarding facilities, well-equipped classrooms, libraries, dining 
areas and playgrounds we are able to challenge, enthuse and 
excite our student body. 

We feel very fortunate that the school environment is 
universally admired and enjoyed by everyone associated 
with the school.

FACILITIES AT BGE

www.gardenestate.braeburn.com
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TERMLY FEES STRUCTURE IN KENYA SHILLINGS
(September 2016/August 2017)

BRAEBURN GARDEN ESTATE (PRIMARY) SCHOOL

KEY STAGE YEAR GROUP TUITION LUNCH TRANSPORT
(REGULAR)

TRANSPORT
(DOOR TO

DOOR)

WEEKLY
BOARDING

BOARDING
DEPOSIT

DEPOSIT

EARLY YEARS

Crèche 162,600/- 24,600/- 49,300/- 91,900/- 50,000/-*

Nursery 187,000/- 24,600/- 49,300/- 91,900/- 50,000/-*

Afternoon Care 21,100/-

Reception 208,100/- 25,700/- 49,300/- 91,900/- 50,000/-*

KEY STAGE I Year 1 & 2 429,000/- 25,900/- 49,300/- 91,900/- 50,000/-*

KEY STAGE II Year 3 to 6 429,000/- 26,800/- 49,300/- 91,900/- 167,000/- 10,000/-* 50,000/-*

BRAEBURN GARDEN ESTATE (HIGH) SCHOOL

KEY STAGE III
Year 7 & 8 450,900/- 28,900/- 49,300/- 91,900/- 167,000/- 10,000/-* 50,000/-*

Year 9 450,900/- 29,300/- 49,300/- 91,900/- 204,200/- 10,000/-* 50,000/-*

KEY STAGE IV
Year 10 480,800/- 29,300/- 49,300/- 91,900/- 204,200/- 10,000/-* 50,000/-*

Year 11 
(Two Billings)

721,200/- 43,950/- 73,950/- 137,850/- 306,300/- 10,000/-* 50,000/-*

KEY STAGE V

Year 12 
(Two Billings)

771,900/- 43,950/- 73,950/- 137,850/- 306,300/- 10,000/-* 50,000/-*

Year 13 
(Two Billings)

771,900/- 43,950/- 73,950/- 137,850/- 306,300/- 10,000/-* 50,000/-*

*Deposit charged once on joining the school but must be topped up if deductions are made for losses or breakages. The Deposit 

(or balance thereof) is refundable at the end of a pupil’s final term following clearance by the HEADTEACHER.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT SCHOOL FEES – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

1.    Above Fees indicate costs for Tuition, Lunch, School Transport, Weekly Boarding services and Refundable Deposit but do not 
       include Enrolment or Examinations Fees.
2.    Applications for placement at the school are only processed on the return of a duly completed REGISTRATION FORM and on the 
       payment of a non-refundable REGISTRATION FEE of KSHS. 2,000/- In certain Year Groups where vacancies are limited, a 20% 
       advance payment of the tuition fee is payable against the First Term’s invoice. This advance payment is not refundable if 
       confirmed places are not taken up. Children who cannot be accommodated immediately are put on a waiting list.
3.   Fees above are in KENYA SHILLINGS, PER TERM, and are billed in AUGUST, DECEMBER and APRIL. The above fees are fully inclusive of 
       all approved textbooks and exercise books
4.   EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT: Fees are payable on or before the first day of each term. A discount of 3% on TUITION fees is given when 
       FULL payment is made within 6 days of the due date.
5.   FAMILY DISCOUNTS, on TUITION FEES only are allowed in bills as follows:
 •   2nd Child: 10%
 •   3rd Child: 20%
 •   4th Child: 30%
 •   5th & subsequent Child: 40%
6.   A SURCHARGE of 1.25% is levied PER MONTH for the late payment of fees
7.   Activity fees are charged separately and are normally accompanied by an official letter from the HEADTEACHER.
8.   A FULL TERM’S NOTICE in writing and the HEADTEACHER’S acknowledgement in writing of the same is required for withdrawals 
       else, a FULL TERM’S FEES IS PAYABLE in lieu of such notice.
9.    The Board of Directors reserves the right to alter the fees at five months notice.
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RECEPTION –YEAR 2

BOYS GIRLS

•   Dark Grey EB Trousers
•   Lt Blue Open Collar Shirt
•   Grey Ankle Socks
•   Dark Grey Fleece Jacket- with(out) Sleeves

•   Dark Grey Pinafore
•   Lt. Blue Open collar Blouse
•   Grey Ankle Socks
•   Dark Grey Fleece Jacket- with(out) Sleeves

YEAR 3 – YEAR 6

BOYS GIRLS

•   Dark Grey EB or FB Trousers
•   Lt Blue Open Collar Shirt
•   Grey Ankle Socks
•   Dark Grey Fleece Jacket- with(out) Sleeves

•   Dark Grey Pleated Skirt/Trousers
•   Lt. Blue Pin Tuck Blouse PP Collar
•   Grey Ankle Socks
•   Dark Grey Fleece Jacket- with(out) Sleeves

YEAR 7 – YEAR 11

BOYS GIRLS

•   Dark Grey FB Trousers
•   Lt Blue S/S  Shirt Tie Collar
•   Grey socks
•   Dark Grey Fleece Jacket- with(out) Sleeves
•   Mix Grey with Yellow Stripe Slip/Pullover
•   Royal with Yellow Stripe Tie*
•   Black leather shoes

•   Dark Grey Pleated Skirt/Trousers*
•   Lt. Blue ¾ Sleeve Blouse
•   Grey socks or tights
•   Dark Grey Fleece Jacket- with(out) Sleeves
•   Mix Grey with Yellow Stripe Slip/Pullover
•   Black leather shoes

YEAR 12 &13

BOYS GIRLS

•   Plain Black Single Breasted Suit
•   Plain White Long Sleeved Shirt
•   Black Pullover or cardigan
•   BGE Secondary School Tie
•   Black socks
•   Black leather formal shoes

•   Plain Black Formal Skirt or Trousers*
•   Plain White Blouse
•   Black Pullover or cardigan
•   Black socks or tights
•   Black leather formal shoes (no heels)

BRAEBURN GARDEN ESTATE SCHOOLS’ UNIFORM

Sports kit and additional expected sports 
requirements are available on request or from 
the school reception

*   Further details regarding acceptable items 
     is available in the school handbook or on 
     request from reception.
*   Please check with school as the ties differ 
     for years 9-11
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