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Braeburn Garden Estate School is a British Curriculum, fully CIS 
accredited IB World School that offers a truly international 
education to students from over 80 nationalities. This wonderful 

mix of international students and staff create a unique school community 
that we are extremely proud to lead.

A caring and dedicated staff emphasise high expectations in all areas of 
school life; from academics and activities, to empathy and integrity in 
order that students are nurtured with the skills and values that instil a 
love for learning and allow them to recognise, not only their potential, 
but also their responsibility to the lives of others.

BGE is a dynamic and progressive school that provides pupils with the 
challenges, opportunities, support and facilities that allow students to 
progress and enjoy school.

An extensive extra curricular programme provides the opportunity to 
establish and amplify interests in sports, community service, journalism, 
art and design, drama and music.

Students progressing through the sixth form are guided and supported 
in their research, selection of, and applications to, institutes of higher 
learning. Consultations with the University Admissions Officer, university 
fairs and workshops help students in making their choices of higher 
educational institutions. BGE is proud to have Alumni attending 
universities in all areas of the globe.

Students who come to BGE experience a stimulating and challenging 
programme that builds and develops young adults, who will forge ahead 
in life and share their successes.

Introduction from the Head Teacher

Rob Jackson
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Two years of intellectual stimulation and a wealth 
of experience and opportunity: the Sixth Form at 
Braeburn Garden Estate (BGE) provides an ideal 

preparation for life beyond school. We have a sixth form 
common room, wireless internet access throughout the 
school, a learning resource centre (LRC) as well as all the 
other facilities you would expect from an international 
school. Other facilities include: playing fields, tennis and 
basketball courts, swimming pool, squash court, free weights 
gym, indoor sports hall, ICT suites and theatre. 

BGE is composed of three separate buildings, the Primary 
school, Middle School and Secondary school. Within the 
Secondary school, there are four designated science 
laboratories that are fully equipped, including data logging 
equipment and software for student use. There is a visual arts 
classroom and designated subject classrooms for disciplines.  
Within the Middle school, there is a fully equipped Design 
and Technology lab and Music room, including a private 
peripatetic room for individual music lessons. Additionally, 
within this area of the school is the new Theatre, which 
includes an orchestra pit and caters for approximately 350 
people. Throughout the year these facilities are used readily 
by the students of BGE, depending on the courses they take 
and the extracurricular options they attend.

We offer a choice of two IB Programmes, the IB Diploma 
and the Career-Related Certificate. There is a wide range of 
subjects within these, allowing breadth or specialisation as 
appropriate. Whilst it is clearly important to be enthusiastic 
about intended subject choices, it is essential that 

programmes of study address entry requirements for career 
plans and Higher Education courses. The Braeburn Careers 
Adviser is always available to offer advice and guidance to 
students throughout the course. It is our intention to assist 
students as much as possible in making the right decisions 
about the courses they choose, to enable them to pursue 
the careers they desire.

In addition to academic work, pupils are encouraged to 
participate in the many Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS) 
clubs that flourish at the school. Within the IB programme 
students are given 80 minutes of dedicated “Service” time 
within the timetable. In these sessions, students plan ways 
to help within the local community. Students have the option 
of joining a number of community initiatives started by IB 
students such as, The Big Project, Conservation, Lady Hope 
Cancer Awareness and Success Academy.  Additionally, 
“Creative” clubs are run during the lunch hour and “Activity” 
clubs after school, ensuring students have plenty of 
opportunities to develop skills beyond the curriculum and 
the classroom. There is a wide range of opportunities for 
challenge and adventure within these clubs, giving students 
the best possible preparation for the future.

Our aim is to create responsible citizens and confident 
individuals, who are learners enjoying success. Also, we want 
our students to have the skills to be life long learners and 
successful international citizens. Through the programmes 
we offer here at BGE, we aim to provide our students with 
the skills necessary to progress to the higher educational 
institutes of their choice. 

Why Come to BGE’s Sixth Form?
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I had always thought of doing the IB Diploma even while doing my 
IGCSEs. At that time, it was a spectacular and intriguing course to 
take compared to the A Levels, in my perspective. At last it wasn’t 
only IB but IB at BGE and IB at BGE was a most remarkable time 
filled with a lot of intense atmospheres of work and deadlines, yet 
memorable scenes of laughter and joy.

It has not only given me a chance to higher 
education but the experience to do so.

An education is imperative in providing students with 
a platform to become competitive in areas concerning 
academics. Part of this are core curricular activities, such 
as participation in sports teams, music, art and drama, 
which allows students to morph into individuals who are 
well equipped to pursue higher education.

ERIC NJUGUNA

S tudent Testimonial

My experience at Braeburn Garden Estate began in September 
2015. This journey has been met with various challenges, as well 
as experiences that will remain etched in my memory. There 
were a number of reasons why I chose to attend Braeburn 
Garden Estate School. Firstly, the facilities provided by the 
school enabled me to have an enjoyable experience and it 
allows students (including myself) to explore various aspects 
of their individuality.

The school has allowed me to delve into a competitive 
programme, namely the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma 
Programme. This course has allowed me to challenge myself, 
as it has provoked me to be caring, reflective, knowledgeable, 
principled, caring, an inquirer, a good communicator, a risk-taker, 
a thinker and most importantly balanced, which meets the aims 
of the programme. I have also had the opportunity to gain 
leadership skills through being selected as head girl, student 
council chair, bus monitor and being a community service leader.
The IB Diploma Programme involves a number of elements such 
as Theory of Knowledge, Internal Assessments, the Extended 
Essay and Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS). All of these form 
part of the scrupulous curriculum that has taught me skills such 
as: research, time management, patience, dedication and has 
overall, made me a worthy contributor to society.

I feel that students should come to BGE firstly, because of the 
community. BGE prides itself on being extremely international. With 
students and teachers from different nationalities, BGE exposes 
its students to new cultures. Another reason would be the IBDP 
and IBCP courses. Both courses enable students to think critically, 
be internationally minded and globally aware as well as work well 
individually and collaborate with others. These courses also open 
students to some of the highest-ranking universities around the 
world. 

Lastly, I would advise students to come to BGE because of boarding. 
Boarding makes life easier for both students and parents. BGE is 
located away from the city center in order to provide tranquility 
and space for students to really enjoy learning and school life. 
Boarding enables students to grow and develop better relationships 
with friends through night games such as football and even pool. 
Boarding also provides an ideal work environment for students to 
do the work handed to them throughout the day with access to 
WiFi and computers.

CLAIRE KOSGEY
(Head Girl 2016-2017)

ETHAN NDUNGU (Head Boy 2016-2017)
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Why I took the IB course
I wasn’t entirely sure what I wanted to be in the future, and 
I felt that the IB allowed me to keep my options open whilst 
I figured out what exactly I wanted to do. 

What I enjoyed about the IB at BGE 
I felt that almost every class gave me the opportunity 
to explore new knowledge and educate myself using 
different study methods. Even though the course is said 
to be strenuous, the teachers are all extremely helpful in 
ensuring every student understands fully what they are 
learning, and the majority are willing to put in extra time 
to support each individual. 

How has the IB prepared me for post secondary thinking
The IB has taught me a number of skills. The coursework has 
taught me time management and tasks such as the extended 
essay and internal assessments are a great guide to essay 
writing and experimental investigation skills that will be used 
in further study such as university. Theory of knowledge is 
such an interesting experience to study and I have found it 
has improved my lateral thinking and evaluation skills, all 
of which are useful for research and education further on. 
CAS has allowed me to engage in local and global issues of 
significance, which has made me eager to do more for the 
community.

If I had to describe my IB experience in a few words, I would 
say that it is a highly valuable program, because it takes a 
holistic approach to learning, but studying it at BGE, made 
the experience enjoyable as well. BGE’s open minded and 
international atmosphere provided me with a family with 
a common trait, a determination to succeed.
 
The IB is a programme I would strongly recommend for 
any student who intends to go to university. It encourages 
students to not only become independent learners and 
critical thinkers, but also develops the analytical side of the 
mind, which at a tertiary learning level, are highly valued 
attributes.

Part of the course includes CAS, which allows for an 
opportunity to give back to society, as well as balance our 
academic lives with a variety of activities and organizations 
that one may get involved in. At BGE, it was an opportunity 
for personal development, with a welcoming staff always 
ready to help meet your goals and prepare you for challenges 
later in life. 

Having taken part in CAS, I can confidently say that it has 
shown me that I can tackle everyday stress and obstacles 
and still be an active member of society.

S tudent Testimonial

The IB helped me to recognize my ambitions, and reach 
for them. So, to any prospective IB students, or those 
currently dreading the pile of deadlines that await you 
throughout this course, enjoy every moment at BGE as it 
is an experience that is prepping you well for University 
life, and one that you will look back at one day and 
appreciate the skills it has helped you develop. 

Good Luck and make the most of it!

DOROTHY WILLIAMS ISHANI SUCHAK

During these 2 years, I have not only been able to decide 
what I want to do in university, due to the broad subject 
areas the IB has allowed me to study, but I have also 
learnt so much outside of education. I think without 
knowing it, I have developed a more critical way of 
thinking and have become more engaged in issues and 
aspects of all subject areas, and around the world. I highly 
recommend the IB as it’s such a unique experience.
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Facilities

Studying the IB at Braeburn Garden Estate allows you to take advantage of some of the best facilities in Nairobi. Set on 
a large campus there is plenty of space to exploit and activities on offer. 

Learning Resource Centre (LRC) including Language Corner 
Our Learning Resource Centre provides a range of useful texts as well as journals and periodicals that are tailored to 
sixth form study. The LRC contains a large selection of fiction books, identified by themes. A non-fiction section that 
has both reference materials for each subject along with reading books. Within the non-fiction section there are also 
numerous IB related guides providing advice on essay writing, referencing, and note taking. Also, there is and a dedicated 
Language corner where there are numerous texts in various languages other than English and a computer available 
where students can practise their linguistic skills online. There is also access to online journals, magazines, and books 
through our various subscriptions.

Computer Suites
There are two computer suites in the secondary school. One dedicated to teaching the ITGS course and the other for 
student use throughout the day. The student computer suite has access to colour printing and photocopying with a 
technician always on hand to help. In addition there is WiFi provision throughout the school, enabling students to access 
the internet within their lessons and throughout the school grounds.

Common Room
Being a sixth form student has its benefits of course… IB students have their own common room and garden! This is a 
productive working environment that has seating inside and out with tea and coffee facilities, as well as a fridge. In this 
area IB students study, work in groups and meet here during breaks and lunch.

School Sports Grounds
For more active individuals there are numerous clubs and squads that can be accessed including a Free Weights Gym, 
squash, tennis and basketball courts, a swimming pool (including early morning training opportunities) and a large field 
with numerous pitches. All of the active sporting clubs use these facilities in both in the mornings and after school.

Theatre
In September, there will be the opening of a brand new theatre, expanding the performance space for musicians and 
actors, as well as providing a useful conference space for student groups. It will contain approximately 350 seats and 
contain an orchestra pit. It will be used by IB students taking Theatre and for all IB students during their TOK presentations 
and assemblies.
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Accommodation
Treetops houses boarders from Year 7 to Year 13 and as 
such contain the youngest pupils eligible to board, up to 
those students who are preparing for their IGCSE and IB 
examinations. Treetops is run in a family home orientated 
style. Close supervision and contact is maintained between 
the boarding parents and their boarders, which in turn helps 
to develop a close and warm atmosphere, which leads to 
the development of a strong feeling of trust.
 
Boarding parents in Treetops are also teaching staff, 
allowing for strong pastoral development and academic 
support, ensuring personal development goals are fulfilled.
Suitable sleeping accommodation is provided for boarders. 
Sleeping accommodation for boys is separate from sleeping 
accommodation for girls. Appropriate living accommodation 
is provided for boarders for the purposes of organised and 
private study outside school hours and for social purposes. 
Apt toilet and washing facilities are provided for boarders, 
which are reasonably accessible from their rooms. Separate 
toilet facilities are provided for boys and girls. Toilet and 
washing facilities provide appropriate privacy for boarders.
Boarding houses and other accommodation provided for 
boarders is appropriately lit and ventilated, cleaned and 
maintained. Boarders can personalise an area of their 
accommodation with suitable posters and personal items 
if they wish.

Facilities
Each boarder residing in the Treetops block is entitled to 
their own private study bedroom with the younger ones 
opting to share. Treetop also has extensive, modern facilities 
designed to allow students to enjoy their weekly stay and 
facilitate their academic needs. These include:

•   Individual internet provision in each room.
•   Communal ICT facilities with internet access.
•   Private study areas.
•   Common rooms.
•   Social rooms with satellite TV.
•   Pool table and indoor board games.
•   Sports equipment, including the gym and sports hall.
•   Braeburn Boarders have access to 24 hour medical care 
    and supervision.
•   Housekeeping and laundry services.
•   Fridge and microwave in the Kitchenette.
•   All boarders, including those with special dietary, medical 
    or religious needs, are provided with meals which are
    adequate in nutrition, quantity, quality, choice and  
   variety.

Prep Time
All boarders are required to undertake a period of prep 
each evening from Monday to Thursday. This is a supervised, 
focused and dedicated period for the boarders to finish 
tasks from the day, complete set homework and to revise.  
The location and duration of Prep is dependent on the year 
group of the individual boarder, but can be extended on 
request and there is nothing to stop the boarder utilising 
some of their free time for extra Prep, if need be.

18:45 to 20.15 Supervised Prep Time, for Year’s 7 to 11
18:45 to 20.45 Supervised Prep Time, for Year’s 12 and  
  13 (IB1 & IB2)

During Prep the following, extra regulations apply;

•   Silence will be maintained at all times, unless prior 
    individual permission is obtained from the member of 
    staff on duty.
•   Prompt arrival is mandatory. Otherwise they may find 
    Prep extending into their free time.
•   Access to social media and emails is prohibited, unless 
    prior permission has been obtained. Failure to comply will 
    result in the loss of personal computer usage for a period 
    of time and the student will be required to use the 
    provided school computers.
•   Earphones and the listening to music whilst undertaking 
    Prep is prohibited, unless prior permission has been   
    obtained.

Extra-curricular activities
There is an appropriate range and choice of activities for 
boarders outside teaching time, including sufficient and 
suitably timed free time each day. Boarders have access to a 
range and choice of safe sporting and recreational activities, 
both indoors and outdoors.  These are encouraged through 
structured activities with a view of enhancing the boarding 
community atmosphere and provide valuable experiences 
for our students. Boarders participate in organised activities 
as from 4.00p.m to 5.45 p.m. and later in the evening, after 
night prep.

Games and activities are organised by boarding parents 
and at times may require students to participate in such 
activities out of campus. In such instances;

•   Transport to and from venues for training, rehearsals 
    and outdoor adventures are at the expense of the 
    school, however additional expenditure other than the 
   out of pocket allowance provided for by the school shall 
   be catered for by the parents of each child.
•  Parent must consent in writing or via email to the school 
   or to the boarding parents in such cases.

All activities are conducted within the confines of the school 
policy and due diligence is adhered to. Designated boarding 
parents accompany boarders to these activities

Being a mixed school, there is a need to have opportunities 
to socialize, in order to foster friendships and learn to relate 
in relaxed situations. A number of social functions occur 
throughout the year including dinners, BBQs and day outings 
once a term. Boarders are encouraged to explore these 
opportunities and have fun.

Boarding Facilities
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description of the process, along with the activities that 
were completed. In previous years, students have attended 
Watamu and helped map turtle nesting sites, collected and 
analysed different types of litter that has been deposited 
on the shores, and analysed different methods of obtaining 
condensation in order to obtain water from the atmosphere.

HOUSES
BGE has four separate houses revolving around Greek 
Gods, including Zeus, Poseidon, Athene and Artemis. Upon 
entering the school, each student will be assigned a house. 
Throughout the year, a number of inter-house competitions 
will run, and at the end of each year a winning house will be 
declared. Tournaments that contribute include sports day, 
football, hockey, netball/rounders and music competitions. 
Academic performance is also factored into the house 
system, and students are awarded merits that are monitored 
and recorded throughout the year. IB students will be able to 
run as house captains, and will be responsible for organising 
teams for tournaments and motivating students throughout 
the year.

PREFECTS
IB students have the ability to apply for the role of 
Prefect. These students are empowered, and have extra 
responsibilities, ensuring the highest standards are met for 
the student body. There is an application to complete and 
an interview to attend, providing students with additional 
experience in these areas. Prefects in the IB are selected 
at the end of Term 2 in the first year of IB to replace our 
leaving IB2s.

In addition to the academic curriculum, Braeburn Garden 
Estate focuses on engaging students with the wider 
community and furthering their exposure to non-academic 
activities. Below, you can find a summary of the different 
ways in which we attempt to do this. 

CAS (CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY AND SERVICE)
CAS stands for creativity, activity and service, and 
students will need to plan and complete activities in these 
different areas in order to fulfill criteria set by the IB. This 
is a requirement of the IB curriculum, and depending on 
whether the student is taking the Diploma Program or the 
Career-related Program, they will have different sections 
to focus on in order to obtain their qualification. Such 
activities can range from creating and selling goods during 
school fundraising days, or developing personal skills by 
participating in sports and other extra curricular activities. 
The students are required to plan, complete and reflect on 
the activities they take part in, and how they have developed 
personally as a result. 

EXPEDITIONS (GROUP 4)
All IB students are required to participate in this expedition, 
which traditionally takes place in the build up to half term 
during term three. Students are given a theme, and have 
to work in cross-curricular groups to devise an activity/
experiment that they want to complete around this theme. 
Upon completion of the project, students have to complete 
a reflection with regards to the project and give a brief 

Extended Curriculum
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SPORTS CLUBS (SQUADS AND ACTIVITY CLUBS)
The sports department has been working tirelessly over the 
last few years to improve overall sporting performance of 
students at BGE, which has been evident in the students’ 
performances in tournaments and sporting events. As a 
result, the sporting clubs on offer has increased dramatically. 
A range of sports will be on offer every term, allowing 
students to develop skills in a given sport, and if selected, the 
opportunity to implement these in competitive scenarios. 
Some of the sports on offer include hockey, football, rugby, 
netball, and swimming.

FOOD IMPROVEMENT GROUP (FIG)
Students have the opportunity, along with staff and other 
members of the school body, to have a say with regards to 
the food that is provided throughout the day by the catering 
team. The students are able to attend these meetings, 
discussing any issues, whilst presenting solutions and other 
ideas to improve the standard of the catering on offer. This 
has seen the introduction of healthier food, an increase in 
the vegetarian options on offer, and opportunities for new 
recipes to be introduced to the team by individuals. 

THEME WEEKS
There are six theme weeks that run during the academic 
year: Intercultural Week, Well Being Week, Community 
Service Week, STEM Week, Literature Week and Environment 
Week. During these weeks, there will be activities on offer 
that relate to the theme, and these themes are integrated 
into lessons. This is done through class discussions, starter, 
main and plenary activities. Examples of activities that were 
completed during ‘Well Being Week’ include lunchtime 
yoga, Zen zones, relaxing colouring, squash and tennis 
tournaments, and students vs. teachers matches in netball, 
football, basketball and Cross fit. 

STUDENT COUNCIL
All students throughout the school have the opportunity 
to join student council and represent their form group, 
presenting issues that may arise throughout the year. They 
discuss possible solutions with members of the Senior 
Management Team, and if possible, implement changes to 
improve the school for the better. 

LUNCH CLUBS (CREATIVE AND SERVICE CLUBS)
This year, BGE has altered the timings of the day in order to 
accommodate a greater range of clubs during the extended 
lunch hour, thus allowing students to participate in a higher 
number of activities, avoiding clashes with the more popular 
sporting squads.  Students are encouraged to attend the 
TOK Debate club, as it helps strengthen understanding 
of this course along with the Personal and Professional 
Skills (PPS) course in the IBCP. Additionally, students can 
select other clubs dependent on their interest and schedule. 
Clubs run throughout the entire year with a focus on the 
development of skills. Activities on offer range from 
computer programming, astronomy, to gaining extra French 
qualifications through the DELF and DALF club. 
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How is the Sixth Form different?

The IB is a very strenuous course, and fully prepares students undertaking the course for higher education.

Lessons and Teaching
The syllabus content is a lot more in depth for each subject in comparison to KS4. Students will have gained the basic 
knowledge required during the IGCSE course, but this will be explored in much greater detail in the IB. For example, 
there will be a greater number of practical hours in subjects such as the sciences, which will include a variety of hands on 
experiments, modeling, using databases and software. In order to facilitate this greater depth, students will have greater 
contact with subject teachers, and will see them on average, one day a week. Students will also have an increased amount 
of homework in order to ensure the depth of the subject is covered. This will be assigned in conjunction with the homework 
timetable, which has been designed to aid students in completing assigned work in accordance with the deadlines set. 

For IBDP students, they will select a minimum of three subjects to take at Higher Level (HL), and three at Standard Level 
(SL). For IBCP students, they will select a minimum of two subjects to take at Standard Level (SL) or Higher Level (HL). If 
a student is completing a subject in SL, they will be released from lessons and have free time to work, when the class is 
completing the HL topics. 

CAS Commitments
Students undertaking the program have to also complete a set number of CAS hours. This ensures students are participating 
with the wider community and helps them to develop a number of personal skills. The activities they can take part in 
range from, planning and completing fundraising events, to setting themselves personal targets to develop particular 
skills in certain sports. For greater detail, please refer to ‘IB - The Extended Curriculum’

Private Study
Students will have some non contact hours during the week. This time is to be used productively, by working in the 6th 
form common room, or in the Learning Resource Centre. This time is required to ensure all work is completed to the 
students full potential, allowing them to succeed on the course. This time is required in order to complete the homework 
assigned, or extra reading around the subject on topics they may be finding difficult. The students will also have extended 
essays and TOK presentations to prepare for, which again, can be complete during these non contact hours.  
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Timetable and Registration

8:00am - 8:15am Registration

8:15am - 9:15am Period 1

9:15am - 10:15am Period 2

Break

10:35am - 11:35am Period 3

11:35am - 12:35pm Period 4

Lunch

Creative Clubs

1:45pm - 2:25pm Period 5

2:25pm - 3:05pm Period 6

3:05pm - 3:45pm Period 7

3:05pm - 4:45pm Service clubs for IB students Monday Lesson 7

3:50pm - 4:45pm Extra Curricular Clubs

11www.gardenestate.braeburn.com
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The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme offers pupils a world class education 
as preparation for university and the rapidly changing world beyond.

Pupils take a balanced range of languages, sciences, humanities and arts along with a 
course in theory of knowledge and an independent research project.

The IB is designed to keep pupils’ options open and to stimulate genuine engagement 
with learning and our global society.

The IB’s standards are second to none, and its graduates go on to study the full range of 
courses at top universities around the world. It should be taken by pupils who are motivated, 
engaged and keen to embrace a world of diversity and change.

Group 5  Mathematics:
Mathematical Studies SL, Mathematics SL or HL 

Group 6  Creative Arts:
Visual Arts, Theatre, Music

2. Core
The core is at the heart of the IBDP and enhances students’ personal 
and interpersonal development, with an emphasis on experiential 
learning. The IBDP core provides students with a combination of 
academic and practical skills, it includes:

•   Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
TOK engages students in the development of critical thinking skills, 
intercultural understanding, communication skills and personal 
development through:
 
•   The areas of knowledge of -  the Human Sciences, Religious 
Knowledge Systems, History, Mathemathics, Natural Sciences, Arts, 
Ethics and Indigeous Knowledge Systems.

•  The ways of knowing through – Language, Imagination, Intuition, 
Reason, Memory, Sense Perception, Emotion and Faith

•   Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)
The CAS experience requires students to take part in a range 
of activities and projects. These will provide real, purposeful 
challenges with significant outcomes for the student. Planning, 
reviewing progress and reflecting on learning experiences, provides 
opportunities for the development of responsibility, practical skills, 
social skills and a sense of caring for others.

•   Extended Essay (EE)
Students must identify an issue of interest that they would like 
to explore in greater depth that arises from their subject choices. 
Students identify a subject and topic and then work towards 
completing a 4000 word essay with assistance from a supervisor.

IBDP stands for International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. 
It is a two year course. The IBDP provides a significant opportunity 
for a student to follow a personalized learning programme tailored 
to their individual needs. It enables students to complete a broad 
range of subjects at both a higher and standard level.

The programme has a two-part framework that comprises the study 
of six Diploma Programme (DP) courses and the Core components 
of the DP course (Theory of Knowledge, CAS, and the Extended 
Essay). For the IBDP students, both these components provide the 
academic rigor required for University and the students develop 
skills and competencies required for lifelong learning.

What does it involve?
The IBDP is made up of the following components:

1. Diploma Programme
At least six DP courses must be studied. One subject chosen from 
Groups 1 – 5 and an additional subject chosen from Group 1, 3, 4 
or 6. The courses can be studied at higher level or standard level. 

Group 1  Language and Literature:
English A, French A or ‘Self-taught’ Language A SL

Group 2  Language Acquisition:
‘B’ or ‘ab initio’ French, Spanish or Swahili

Group 3  Individuals and Societies:
Business and Management, Economics, History, Information 
Technology in a Global Society (ITGS), Psychology

Group 4  Experimental Science:
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Environmental Systems and Societies 
(ESS), Sports, Exercise and Health Science (SEHS)
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1

Research*shows that DP graduates are much 
more likely to be enrolled at top higher 

education institutions than entrants 

 It increases academic
opportunity

2

Through creativity, action, service (CAS) 
you learn outside the classroom and 
develop emotionally and ethically as 

well as intellectually.

IB students care 
about more than 

just results

3

For example, the extended essay 
requires independent research 

through an in-depth study.

and independent 
learner

4

The DP is recognized globally 
by universities and employers.

It’s an 
international

6

Learn how to analyse and evaluate 
issues, generate ideas and consider 

new perspectives.

The IB 
encourages

critical thinking

7

Take good study habits and strong 
time management to further 

education and the working world.

DP students have 
proven time 

management skills

8
It assesses more 

than examination
techniques

Learn to understand, not just 
memorize facts or topics and 

prepare for exams. 

9

Theory of knowledge (TOK) classes 
encourage you to make connections 

between subjects.

Subjects are not 
taught in isolation

5

Language classes encourage an 
international mindset, key for 

increasingly globalized societies.

Graduates are 

10  
Reasons

10

You are able to choose courses from 
six subject groups and study 

breadth and 
depth of learning

why the IB Diploma Programme (DP) is ideal 
preparation for university 
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If you are a student who has a strong interest in developing skills for employment and 
career-development, and who would like to undertake a limited number of IB Diploma 
subjects, then the IBCP will offer you a package in which academic content is combined 
with practical, hands-on courses that will equip you with knowledge and skills that are 
highly valued in the 21st century world of employment.

At BGE the career-development aspect of the IBCP is the study of a Level 3 BTEC Diploma 
in Business and Marketing. 

The IBCP will also prepare students for university as it offers a high level of UCAS tariff 
points and the academic skills and knowledge to progress through to a higher academic 
level. The all round and specific skills that are required for graduate internships are in-
built in the IBCP and this help students deal with the assessment activities for internships 
either after completing the IBCP or during a degree.

•   Music
•   History
•   Information Systems in a Global Society (ITGS)
•   Environmental Systems and Society (ESS)

3. Core
The core is at the heart of the IBCP and enhances students’ personal 
and interpersonal development, with an emphasis on experiential 
learning. The IBCP core provides students with a combination of 
academic and practical skills, it includes:

• Personal and Professional Skills (PPS)
PPS engages students in the development of thinking skills, 
intercultural understanding, communication skills and personal 
development through the themes of communities, technology, 
environment and workplace

• Service Learning (SL)
The SL experience ideally is connected to the career-related area 
of study as well as the student’s Reflective Project and provides 
opportunities for the development of learning, responsibility, 
practical skills, social skills and a sense of caring for others.

• Language Development (LD)
LD is designed to ensure that all students, no matter what their 
background, have access to and are exposed to a language 
programme that will assist and further their understanding of 
the wider world.

• Reflective Project (RP)
Students must identify an issue of interest that they would like 
to explore in greater depth that arises from their career studies. 
Students identify an ethical dilemma associated with the issue 
and then undertake research on the ethical dilemma, including 
consultation with the local community.

IBCP stands for International Baccalaureate Career-Related 
Programme. It is a two year course.

The IBCP provides a significant opportunity for a student to follow 
a personalized learning programme tailored to their individual 
needs. It allows students to specialize in and focus on a career-
related pathway.

The programme has a three part framework that comprises the 
study of two to four Diploma Programme (DP) courses alongside 
the career-related course and the IBCP core which is designed to 
create a bridge that connects each student’s chosen DP course 
and the career-related course. For the IBCP students both the DP 
courses and the career-related study provides the academic rigor 
of the programme and the IBCP core helps the students to develop 
skills and competencies required for lifelong learning.

What does it involve?
The IBCP is made up of the following components:

1. Career Related Studies
This will be BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Business. The career-
related study must be completed before the IBCP can be awarded 
to the student. 

2. Diploma Programme
At least two DP courses must be studied. The courses can be studied 
at higher level or standard level. The following DP courses are 
available for CP students.

•   Sports Exercise & Health Science (SEHS)
•   Psychology
•   Business & Management
•   Economics
•   Visual Arts
•   Theatre
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10  
Reasons
why the IB Career-related Programme (CP) is the 

ideal study for students looking to pursue a range 
of pathways 

1

The service learning course allows you to 
make a positive di�erence to the world 

around you.

It encourages you 
to think about others

5

With a CP, you can access further 
education, apprenticeships and 
employment in areas such as 

business, IT, health care, sports 
and many others.

It gives 
you more 

career options 

6

Language development encourages 
you to engage with other cultures 
and increase your understanding

of the wider world.

Learn about 
di�erent cultures

2

The CP requires you to explore, analyse 
and evaluate global issues from a local 

perspective.

Explore, understand 
and engage in real 

world issues

4

You can combine your academic 
subjects with your interests

 and skills.

It allows you 
to do what you 

really want to do 

3

The CP combines academic rigour with prac-
tical study; and develops skills and compe-

tencies required for life-long learning.

It integrates academic 
and practical learning

8
Explore and apply 
your creativity in 
innovative ways

Personal and professional skills
courses promote creative 

thinking techniques.

7

Collaborative projects allow you to 
build friendships as well as 

working relationships.

Build friendships 
and connections

9

Skills including critical thinking, 
communication and personal 

development are an important
focus of the CP.

Develop essential 
life skills

10

Taking part in the re�ective project, 
you learn how to research subjects 

and explore multiple sources 
of information.

Become an 
independent 

learner
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Securing your place at BGE

For existing BGE students in Year 11

•    You need to confirm you want to stay at BGE for sixth 
     form by completing the Intention to Continue Form      
     (available from the front office). 
•    This will secure you a place at BGE and give you your 
     first choice of options within the IB. 
     (Note: confirmation of acceptance into the IB    
     Programme is dependent on the IGCSE grades 
     achieved)
•    You will receive confirmation from the Head Teacher 
     that your place at BGE is secured.

For students wishing to join BGE for sixth form

•    You need to complete the IB Admission Application 
     Form (available from the front office and from the 
     website).
•    You will meet with the Head Teacher for an interview 
     to discuss your potential IB options and secure these   
     as your first choices.
•    You will receive confirmation from the Head Teacher 
     as to whether your application has been successful.

Once your place is secured…

June

•    BGE will have an IB Information Day after the main 
     IGCSE examinations.
•    There will be information on the IB Diploma and IB ]  
     Career-related Certificate Programmes. 
•    Teachers will discuss the IB course options available, 
      the content of these courses and answer any 
      questions you may have.
•    This will provide you with a clearer idea of the course 
      content and standards expected of both the 
      Programmes and the options available to you.

August

•    Once the IGCSE results have been released, you 
      will meet with the Head Teacher or Group Sixth Form 
      Admissions Advisor for an Enrolment Interview. 
•    Your choice of IB course and the IB options you have 
      chosen will be confirmed. These will be dependent on 
      the IGCSE results you have achieved.

Admission Requirements For IB Options

These are outlined within each subject description that follows, however, these are a few to note:

•   Standard Level (SL) courses: it is recommended that you have achieved a C grade or above at IGCSE.
•   Higher Level (HL) courses: students will need to have achieved at least a B grade at IGCSE, in most subjects 
    offered.
•   HL Maths, Physics, and Chemistry: we recommend an A or A* be achieved at IGCSE, in order to do well.
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Choosing Your IB Subjects

First, ask yourself these questions:

•   What am I passionate about?  What do I like doing?
•   What subjects do I enjoy at school?
•   Which subjects am I good at?  Are they also the 
    subjects I enjoy?
•   What are my marks in these subjects?
•   Can I see myself studying further?
•   What careers support my subject choice?

Once you have realised what your strong subjects are, then 
it is time to find out what jobs will suit your interests.  If 
you have a school guidance counsellor or a teacher you like, 
discuss your career ideas with them.  Talk through your 
options with your parents.  They all might be able to guide 
you with direction and subject choices. 

Second, follow your heart!

I have never met anyone who regrets doing what they love. 
If you simply have no idea what you want to be or where 
you want to go, if in doubt, do the subjects that excite you. 
Chances are you will spend longer studying them anyways 
because you like them and do better overall as a result.

IB HL Subject Choices

The subject choices you make within the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) can have a significant impact on the course 
options available to you at university. 

Choosing subject combinations that genuinely keep your 
options open is trickier than you might think, even with the 
broad curriculum of the IB Diploma Programme. 

Are you inclined towards the Sciences / Maths?

If you think you would like to study a sciences course at 
university but are unsure which one, then you are advised 
to take at least two, of Biology, Chemistry and Physics at 
Higher Level in the IB.

If you are planning to study Medicine, it is essential to take 
Chemistry. For Engineering you should take the following 
subjects at Higher Level: Mathematics and Physics and 
possibly Chemistry.

Are you inclined towards the arts or social sciences?

If you think you would like to study an arts or social sciences 
course at university but you are not sure which one, then 
Language A, History, and a Language B  are good 'keystone' 
subjects to study at Higher Level: choosing one or more 
of these will provide a good foundation for your subject 
combination.

Other good Higher Level choices to combine with these 
'keystone' subjects include: Economics, and one of the Group 
4 sciences. These subjects could be taken either in their 
normal subject groups or as a group 6 option.

Other possible subject choices, for instance Music and 
Psychology, are useful preparation for some arts and social 
sciences courses.

IB SL Subject Choices

We advise you to take courses that you enjoy and think will 
be useful at IB Standard Level.

The flexibility of the IB curriculum can be an advantage 
if your interests change in the course of the Diploma 
Programme. At BGE you can change between HL and SL 
courses up until the end of the first term. This gives you some 
flexibility in deciding on the best option courses for you.

If you will apply for a sciences course at university and are 
taking a Standard Level Maths (Group 5) option rather than 
Higher Level, please be aware that Mathematical Studies (SL) 
is not suitable (where you are studying Maths at Standard 
Level this should be Mathematics Standard Level). If you 
are applying for an arts or social sciences course other 
than Economics, Mathematical Studies (SL) is fine. This will 
depend on the university you are applying to and the course 
you will want to take so further discussion with our careers 
advisor may be needed.

What role can parents / guardians play?

•   Parents/ guardians are encouraged to discuss the 
    various options with their child to ensure the 
    appropriate subject choices are made.
•  Parents/ guardians can help their children collect 
    information on a variety of careers and the necessary 
    subjects.
•  This is a very important decision that will have an effect 
    on the learners’ future, especially their career options.
•   Parents/ guardians can assist their children to 
    make subject choices depending on what the child is 
    interested in doing or the kind of career the child may 
    be considering.

Can I change between the DP and the CP course?

Changing between the IBDP and the IBCP course must 
be completed within three weeks of starting the course, 
however, this is not recommended. You should really make 
this decision with all of the information provided before 
starting the IB Program.

Can I change the options I have chosen?

Changes must be made within three weeks of a student 
starting the course. Additionally, students are encouraged 
to finalize changes between SL and HL by the end of the 
first term of the start of the course. Also, for DP students, 
they must decide on the three SL and three HL subjects they 
will complete. This gives students adequate “gain time” 
during their SL courses so that they can complete the other 
components of the course sufficiently.

How much homework will there be?

On average there is between two to three hours of 
homework every evening. This may be to complete subject 
based work or aspects of the Core for each course. 
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Group 1 - Language & Literature

The Course:

The English A Language and Literature course is split into four units:

Part 1: Language in cultural context
Topics in this unit are diverse and flexible and can include: 
•   Gender (inequality, constructions of masculinity and femininity) 
•   Language and the individual (multilingualism/bilingualism, language profile/identity)
•   Language and power (propaganda) 
•   History and evolution of the language (disappearing and revival languages) 

Part 2: Language and mass communication
This unit offers a range of topics for study: 
•   Textual bias (news reporting, sports coverage)
•   Stereotypes 
•   Popular culture 
•   Language and the state (public information, legislation) 
•   Media institutions 

Part 3: Literature - texts and contexts
SL- two texts studied
HL- three texts studied
This unit focuses on the following three aims:
•   To consider the changing historical, cultural and social contexts in which particular texts 
    are written and received. 
•   To demonstrate how the formal elements of the text, genre and structure can not only 
    be seen to influence meaning but can also be influenced by context. 
•  To understand the attitudes and values expressed by literary texts and their impact 
    on readers.

Part 4: Literature - critical study
SL- two texts studied
HL- three texts studied
This more focused part of the course explores literary works in detail in order to analyze 
elements such as theme and the ethical stance or moral values of literary texts and to 
help students understand and make appropriate use of literary terms. 

WHY STUDY ENGLISH?

English A Language and Literature (SL or HL) is a compulsory component of the IB Diploma 
programme at BGE. 

The course encourages an active engagement with language and culture and, by extension, 
to how we see and understand the world in which we live. A key aim of this course is to 
encourage students to question the meaning generated by language and texts, which is 
rarely straightforward and unambiguous. Helping students to focus closely on the language 
of the texts they study and to become aware of the role of each text’s wider context in 
shaping its meaning is central to the course.

ASSESSMENT:

Written Tasks (20%)
Throughout the course, all students will be expected to complete a number of Written 
Tasks based on the four units of study. Written tasks are 800-1000 words in length and 
can be in a wide variety of text types (including formal essays at HL). 

Formal Exams (50%)
Students sit two papers at the end of the course: 
Paper 1: The paper consists of unseen texts. Students write an analysis of one of these 
texts (SL) or a comparative analysis of two of these texts (HL).
Paper 2: In response to one of six questions students write an essay based on the literary 
texts studied in Part 3. 

Internal Oral Assessments (30%)
Students complete two oral assessments:
Individual oral commentary - based on literary texts studied in Part 4. 
Further oral activity - based on Part 1 and Part 2.

Level of Study:
•   Higher Level
•   Standard Level

At standard level, students are 
required to cover fewer topics for 
the parts of the course relating 
to Language and fewer texts for 
the parts of the course relating to 
Literature. 

Entry requirements:
There are no formal requirements 
for students undertaking the 
group 1 courses. Students who 
take these courses will often have 
varied language profiles and may 
be multilingual. However, it is 
recommended that students have 
had experience of writing critical 
essays about texts.

Career Pathways:
 
Being able to communicate ideas 
clearly and accurately is a vital tool 
for nearly all career paths, regardless 
of industry type. Many universities 
require students to have minimum 
grades in English in order to study 
a large number of their courses on 
offer. Courses requiring English 
can lead to communication-based 
career paths in industries such as 
law, politics, business, journalism, 
sociology, marketing, public relations 
and education.

ENGLISH A - 
LANGUAGE & LITERATURE
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Group 1 - Language & Literature

Instead of learning a new language, students can also choose to do Language A Literature 
in their mother tongue language. If they do both, Language A English and their mother 
tongue Language A Self-taught, and pass these with a 4 or above, this will lead to a 
bilingual IB diploma.

For this course, it is important that the student can obtain literary works in their native 
language. Also, students should have proper discipline and, preferably, know someone 
who can occasionally help with language issues.

The literature course introduces students to the analysis of literary texts. The course is 
available in 55 languages.

The course is organised into four parts, each focused on a group of literary works. Together, 
the four parts of the course add up to a comprehensive exploration of literature from 
a variety of cultures, genres and periods. Students learn to appreciate the artistry of 
literature, and develop the ability to reflect critically on their reading, presenting literary 
analysis powerfully through both oral and written communication.

Key features of the curriculum and assessment models

•   Students study 10 literary works from a representative selection of genres, periods 
    and places
•   Students develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of literary works, 
    building understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism.
•   The study of literary works in context is emphasized, and through the study of
     literature in translation, the student is challenged to reflect on the role of cultural 
    assumptions in interpretation.
•   Students are assessed through a combination of formal examinations, written 
     coursework and oral activities.
•   The formal examination comprises two essay papers, one requiring the analysis of a 
    passage of unseen literary text, and the other a response to a question based on the 
     works studied.
•   Students also produce a written assignment based on the works studied in 
    translation, and perform two oral activities presenting their analysis of works read.

For French only a language A course is offered French A langue and literature (SL/HL). 
The French A course is aimed at students who speak and write the language fluently and 
who are able to use it as a working language and did a part of their education in French. 
Taking two studies in language and literature subjects in different languages is one way 
of obtaining a bilingual diploma.

The French A: language and literature course introduces the critical study and interpretation 
of written and spoken texts from a wide range of literary and non literary genres. The 
formal analysis of texts is supplemented by awareness that meaning is not fixed but can 
change in respect to contexts of production and consumption. 

The course is organized into four parts, each focussed on the study of either literary or 
non-literary texts. Together, the four parts of the course allow the student to explore the 
language A in question through its cultural development and use, its media forms and 
functions, and its literature. Students develop skills of literary and textual analysis, and also 
the ability to present their ideas effectively. A key aim is the development of critical literacy.

Key features of the curriculum and assessment models

•   Available at higher and standard levels
•   Higher level study requires a minimum of 240 class hours, while standard level study 
    requires a minimum of 150 class hours
•   Students study 6 works at higher level and 4 works at standard level from a  
    representative selection of genres, periods and places
•   Students develop the techniques needed for the critical analysis of communication,   
    becoming alert to interactions between text, audience and purpose
•   An understanding of how language, culture and context determine the construction 
    of meaning is developed through the exploration of texts, some of which are studied 
    in translation, from a variety of cultures, periods and genres 
•   Students are assessed through a combination of formal examinations, written 
    coursework and oral activities
•   The formal examination comprises two essay papers, one requiring the analysis of
     unseen literary and non-literary texts, and the other a response to a question based 
    on the literary works studied
•   Students also produce written tasks in a variety of genres, and perform two oral 
    activities presenting their analysis of works read.

LITERATURE 
SELF-TAUGHT COURSE 

(SL ONLY)

FRENCH A
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Why study a language?

“Those who know nothing of foreign languages know nothing of their own” J.W. Goethe

First, it is compulsory in the IB diploma program to study a language. But three top reasons 
would be for: 
•   work and business (meet specific industry needs, venture into overseas market 
     industry, engage in meaningful conversation, build lasting relationships) 
•   for travels (discover and experience like a local, see and do what many visitors 
    cannot, start a conversation, make new friends) 
•   to understand a new culture (appreciate culture diversity, essential for career 
    development, widen your perspectives)

Two courses to choose from:
•   Language ab initio courses are for beginners (that is, students who have little or no 
    previous experience of learning the language they have chosen). These courses are 
    only available at standard level.
•   Language B courses are intended for students who have had some previous 
    experience of learning the language. They may be studied at either higher level or 
    standard level.

LANGUAGE AB. INITIO (SL)

The language ab. initio course is a language acquisition course for students with little or 
no experience of the language.

The course is organized into three themes: individual and society, leisure and work, and 
urban and rural environment. Each theme comprises a list of topics that provide students 
with opportunities to practice and explore the language and to develop intercultural 
understanding.

Through the development of receptive, productive and interactive skills, students develop 
the ability to respond and interact appropriately in a defined range of everyday situations. 

Key features of the curriculum and assessment models
•   Only available at standard level (SL)
•   The minimum prescribed number of hours is 150
•   Interactive, productive and receptive skills are developed through contextualised 
    study of language, texts and themes
•   Intercultural understanding is a key goal of the course
•   Students are exposed to a variety of authentic texts and they produce work in a 
    variety of communicative contexts
•   Students are assessed both externally and internally
•   External assessment consists of exercises to demonstrate understanding of 
    authentic print texts (receptive skills), two short writing exercises (productive skills), 
    and a written assignment (integrating receptive and productive skills)
•   Internal assessment tests students’ abilities in listening and speaking in a genuine 
    conversation format (integrating receptive, productive and interactive skills). Internal 
    assessment consists of a presentation and follow-up questions based on a visual 
    stimulus, and a general conversation with the teacher based in part on the written 
    assignment

Level of Study:
Language B Standard Level or Higher 
Level / Language Ab. Initio Standard 
Level

Group 2 - Language Acquisition

LANGUAGE B
FRENCH, SPANISH 

AND SWAHILI

Career Paths:

Knowledge of one or more foreign 
languages can be a major selling 
point for your future career. 
Languages are very useful in a 
wide range of jobs.  You can get 
employment in a variety of fields. 
The obvious one are translating, 
interpreting or teaching. However, a 
combination of languages and other 
qualifications makes you stand out 
and you can get into law, finances, 
sales, foreign civil services, airline 
services, advertising, publishing, 
event management, import/export, 
hotel management, journalism, and 
fashion, to name a few.
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LANGUAGE B (SL AND HL)

Language B Standard Level (SL) and Higher Level (HL) are language acquisition courses for students with some previous experience of 
learning the language. While studying the language, students also explore the culture(s) connected with it.

Higher and standard levels are differentiated by the recommended teaching hours, the depth of syllabus coverage, the required study 
or literature at HL, and the level of difficulty and requirements of the assessment tasks and criteria.

The range of purposes and situations for using language in the language B courses extends well beyond those for language ab. initio.
The course is organised into themes. Three core themes are required: communication and media, global issues, and social relationships. 
In addition, at both HL and SL, teachers select two more themes from five options provided. Finally, two works of literature are studied 
at HL only.

Key features of the curriculum and assessment models
•   Available at standard (SL) and higher levels (HL)
•   The minimum prescribed number of hours is 150 for SL and 240 for HL
•   Interactive, productive and receptive skills are developed through contextualized study of language, texts and themes
•   Intercultural understanding and plurilingualism are key goals of the course
•   Students are exposed to a variety of authentic texts and they produce work in a variety of communicative contexts
•   Students are assessed both externally and internally
•   External assessment at SL consists of exercises to demonstrate understanding of authentic print texts based on the core themes 
    (receptive skills), a writing exercise based on the options (productive skills), and a written assignment based on the core themes 
    (integrating receptive and productive skills)
•   External assessment at HL consists of exercises to demonstrate understanding of authentic print texts based on the core themes 
    (receptive skills), two writing exercises, one based on the core and the other based on the options (productive skills), and a written 
    assignment based on one of the literary texts (integrating receptive and productive skills)
•   Internal assessment at both SL and HL tests students’ abilities in listening and speaking in a genuine conversation format 
    (integrating receptive, productive and interactive skills). Internal assessment consists of an individual oral based on the options 
    (presentation and discussion with the teacher), and an interactive oral based on the core (three classroom activities assessed by the 
    teacher)

Group 2 - Language Acquisition
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IB BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT

Why study IB business management?
The Diploma Programme business management course is designed to develop students’ 
knowledge and understanding of business management theories, as well as their ability 
to apply a range of tools and techniques. Students learn to analyze, discuss and evaluate 
business activities at local, national and international levels. The course covers a range 
of organizations from all sectors, as well as the socio-cultural and economic contexts in 
which those organizations operate.

Emphasis is placed on strategic decision-making and the operational business functions 
of human resource management, finance and accounts, marketing and operations 
management. Links between the topics are central to the course, as this integration 
promotes a holistic overview of business management. Through the exploration of six 
concepts underpinning the subject (change, culture, ethics, globalization, innovation and 
strategy), the business management course allows students to develop their understanding 
of interdisciplinary concepts from a business management perspective.

The Course 
At Standard Level students study five modules: Business Organization and Environment; 
Human Resources; Accounts and Finance; Marketing and Operations Management. At 
Higher Level students study the topics in more depth, for example the study of organization 
planning tools, organizational culture, industrial relations, efficiency ratios, budgets, 
sales forecasting, the extended marketing mix, international marketing, lean production, 
production planning, R&D and Crisis management. Students at both Levels also undertake 
a sixth module: Business Strategy, which makes key links across the 5 main topics. All 
students also undertake a piece of internal assessment, which consists of analyzing an 
actual business. 

Assessment

STANDARD LEVEL HIGHER LEVEL

Paper 1 (1 hour 15 minutes) 30% Paper 1 (2 hour 15 minutes) 30%

Paper 2 Short case studies and CCUEGIS 
concept (1 hour 45 minutes) 45%

Paper 2 Short case studies and CCUEGIS 
concept (2 hour 15 minutes) 45%

Internal Assessment 25% Internal Assessment 25%

Entry requirements:
No particular background in terms 
of specific subjects for national 
or international qualifications is 
expected or required, and no prior 
knowledge of business management 
is necessary for students to 
undertake a course of study based 
on this specification. However, a 
familiarity with business concepts 
would be an advantage.

Group 3 - Individuals & Societies

Career Pathways:
 
Business and Management is 
invaluable to those students planning 
university study or careers in 
business administration, marketing, 
human resources, logistics or finance, 
as well as anyone interested in how 
the business world works.
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Group 3 - Individuals & Societies

ECONOMICS The Course
Economics seeks to develop international understanding and foster a concern for global 
issues, as well as to raise students’ awareness of their own responsibility at a local and 
international level. Economics also aims to develop values and attitudes that will help 
students reach a degree of personal commitment in trying to resolve issues, appreciating 
our shared responsibility as citizens of an increasingly interconnected world.

Syllabus Outline:
•   Section 1: Microeconomics
•   Section 2: Macroeconomics
•   Section 3: International Economics
•   Section 4: Development Economics

Assessment

STANDARD LEVEL HIGHER LEVEL

Paper 1(1 hour 30 minutes) Paper 1(1hour 30 minutes)

An extended response paper (Essays) An extended response paper(Essays)

Paper 2( 1 hour 30 minutes) Paper 2(1 hour 30 minutes)

A data response paper A data response paper

Internal Assessment: Portfolio Paper 3 ( 1 hour)

Calculation paper

Internal Assessment: Portfolio

Entry requirements:
IGCSE Mathematics minimum grade 
C for those taking Higher Level 
Economics IGCSE English for both 
Standard Level and Higher Level 
Economics

Why study Computer Science? 
Diploma Program computer science students should become aware of how computer 
scientists work and communicate with each other and with other stakeholders in the 
successful development and implementation of IT solutions. While the methodology used 
to solve problems in computer science may take a wide variety of forms, course emphasizes 
the need for both a theoretical and practical approach.

The course provide opportunities for study and creativity within a global context that 
will stimulate and challenge students developing the skills necessary for independent 
and lifelong learning and also enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, 
methods and techniques that characterize computer science

The Course 
Computer science requires an understanding of the fundamental concepts of computational 
thinking as well as knowledge of how computers and other digital devices operate.
Units covered are
1.   Core (STANDARD LEVEL and HIGHER LEVEL)
System fundamentals, Computer organization, Networks, Computational thinking, problem-
solving and programming
2.   Options (STANDARD LEVEL and HIGHER LEVEL)
Databases,, Modelling and simulation,, Web science, Object-oriented programming (OOP)
3   Extensions (HIGHER LEVEL only)
Abstract data structures, Resource management, Control.

Assessment

STANDARD LEVEL HIGHER LEVEL

Paper 1 (1 hour 30 minutes) :-  60 Mks = 
45%

Paper 1 (2 hour 10minutes) :-  10 Mks = 
40%

Paper 2 (1 hour ):- 45 Mks=25% Paper 2 (1 hour 20 minutes):- 26Mks=20%

Project (40 hours):  - 30 Mks = 30% Paper 3 (1 hour:- 30Mks = 20%

Project (30 hours):  - 34 Mks = 20%

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Entry requirements:
Past experience shows that students 
will be able to study computer 
science at SL successfully with 
no background in, or previous 
knowledge of, computer science. 
However, of significant here are 
students who are inquirers, thinkers 
and communicators. 

The study of computer science 
at HL demands a higher level of 
problem-solving skills and the ability 
to understand and manipulate 
abstract concepts. Although no 
previous knowledge of computer 
science is required, some exposure to 
programming is desirable.

Career Pathways:
 
Students who successfully complete 
courses based on these specifications 
will have a suitable basis for 
progression to further study in a 
wide range of courses including:- 
Computer programmer, Software 
systems developer, Software 
quality assurance (QA) tester, Web 
developer, Business intelligence 
analyst, Database administrator, 
Computer systems analyst, Software 
applications developer, digital 
security and forensics among others.

Career Pathways: 

Economists, Financial Risk Analysts, 
Investment Analyst and Statistician 
(require Mathematics a well), Law 
and any type of Business degree.
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HISTORY

Entry Requirements:
IGCSE History grade C (if taken) or 
IGCSE English Language grade C

Why study History?
History is a subject that gives people an understanding of themselves and others in relation 
to the world, both past and present.

History is a very versatile subject; it’s as theoretical as practical, as much about facts as 
interpretations, as self-contained as it is interlinked with other study areas. In order to 
analyse events of the past, their causes and the continuity between them, one must have 
a basic understanding of economic principles, philosophical ideas, theological doctrines 
and interpretations, individual and mass psychology, arts and cultures, geography and 
landscape, law and customary rights and many more areas.

Studying History provides a student with skills which are not confined to the study of 
the past. Skills of analysis are invaluable in many jobs, and the ability to analyse and then 
prioritise information is vital to decision making. This not only provides a skills set for a 
student but it also keeps career options open.

The Course
The course offers the opportunity to develop a good understanding of the world we live 
in by investigating many of the major issues which have shaped it over the last century. 
IB History consists of a core Standard Level syllabus comprising an in-depth study of an 
individual prescribed subject and the selection of two world history topics. Higher Level 
students also study an in-depth regional topic over a wider time span.

Prescribed Subject:
•   Conflict and Intervention;
    Case Study a) Rwanda 1990-98; Case Study b) Kosovo 1989-2002

World History Topics
•   Authoritarian States; Juan Peron (Argentina); Joseph Stalin (Soviet Union); Fidel Castro 
    (Cuba); Julius Nyerere (Tanzania)
•   The Cold War; rivalry, mistrust and accord; leaders and nations; Cold War crises

HL Option
History of Africa and the Middle East
•   European imperialism and the partition of Africa (1850-1900);
•   20th-century nationalist and independence movements in Africa;
•   Africa, international organizations and the international community (20th century)

Assessment:
External Exams
•   Paper 1 (Prescribed Subject) - 4 Source-based structured questions (1 hr)
•   Paper 2 (World History Topics) - 2 essay questions, one from each topic (1hr 30 mins)
•   Paper 3 (HL Option) - 3 essay questions (2hrs 30mins)

Internal Assessment
Historical Investigation on any part of the syllabus (20% HL & 25% SL)

Career Pathways:

Students who study IB History have 
access to a wide range of career and 
higher education opportunities. By 
the end of the course students will 
have learned how to evaluate and 
analyse information, how to weigh up 
evidence and how to communicate 
complex ideas effectively. These 
skills are recognised and valued by 
employers, universities and colleges.
IB History provides an excellent 
foundation for a number of popular 
careers including journalism, law 
and business. The international 
perspective in IB History provides a 
sound platform for the intercultural 
awareness necessary to prepare 
students for global citizenship.

Group 3 - Individuals & Societies



25www.gardenestate.braeburn.com

Why study IB ITGS?
The IBDP information technology in a global society (ITGS) course is the study and evaluation 
of the impacts of information technology (IT) on individuals and society. It explores the 
advantages and disadvantages of the access and use of digitized information at the local 
and global level. ITGS provides a framework for the student to make informed judgments 
and decisions about the use of IT within social contexts.

Students come into contact with IT on a daily basis because it is so pervasive in the world in 
which we live. This increasingly widespread use of IT inevitably raises important questions 
with regard to the social and ethical considerations that shape our society today. ITGS 
offers an opportunity for a systematic study of these considerations, whose range is such 
that they fall outside the scope of any other single discipline.

The Course 
There are 16 units in total which have to be studied, though many are brief and based 
on understanding a principle rather than completing a set of tasks; some units are more 
practical but a basic understanding of IT is all that is required to complete the unit. In all 
topics, the impact of IT on the stakeholders will be studied with an emphasis on the social 
and ethical issues raised.
 
Units studied include; Hardware & Software, Networks, Security, Multimedia, Databases, 
Computer Models & Simulations, Business & Employment, Education, Health, Politics 
& Government, Home & Leisure, Artificial Intelligence & Robotics (HL), IT systems in 
organization (HL)

Assessment

STANDARD LEVEL HIGHER LEVEL

Paper 1 (1 hour 45 minutes) = 40% Paper 1 (2 hour 15 minutes) = 35%

Paper 2 (1 hour 45 minutes) =30% Paper 2 (1 hour 15 minutes) =20%

Project (30 hours) = 30% Paper 3 (1 hour 15 minutes)  = 25%

Project (30 hours) = 20%

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY IN A 

GLOBAL SOCIETY (ITGS)

Entry requirements:
No particular background in terms of 
specific subjects studied for national 
or international qualifications is 
expected or required, and no prior 
knowledge of ITGS is necessary 
for students to undertake this 
course. However, a familiarity with 
IT terminology, concepts and tools 
would be an advantage.

Career Pathways:
 
Students who successfully 
complete courses based on these 
specifications will have a suitable 
basis for progression to further 
study in Information Technology 
at university including courses 
like web development, internet/ 
e-security, computer auditing and IT 
management among others.

Group 3 - Individuals & Societies
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PSYCHOLOGY

Level of Study: 
Higher Level and Standard Level

Recommended Entry Requirements: 
IGCSE English grade C or above

Why Study Psychology?
Psychology is all around you and touches on every aspect of your life! Who you are now, 
how you will be in the future, how you interact with family, friends, and strangers; these 
are all things that psychology can help you better understand. As you learn more about 
how development occurs, how personality forms, and how factors like society and culture 
impact behavior, you might find yourself gaining a deeper understanding of the many 
influences that have impacted your own life. Studying psychology can give you a better 
understanding of the people around you. Psychology can help you become a better 
communicator. Studying subjects such as emotion, language, and body language can help 
you fine tune your interpersonal communication skills. By learning more about these things, 
you can gain a greater understanding of other people and what they are trying to say. You 
can gain a greater appreciation for human development at all stages of life. Psychology 
can complement your study of related subjects. Because different areas of psychology 
encompass a range of topics including philosophy, biology, and physiology, studying the 
subject can help you gain a richer understanding of these related areas. Studying psychology 
can also give you greater insight into mental illness. While you might not be interested 
in becoming a psychotherapy, studying psychology can help you better understand how 
psychological conditions are diagnosed and treated. You can also discover how mental 
wellness can be enhanced, how to reduce stress, how to boost memory, and how to live a 
happier, healthier life. Psychology can be both fun and fascinating! From intriguing optical 
illusions that reveal the inner workings of the brain to shocking experiments that expose 
how far people will go to obey an authority figure, there is always something amazing and 
even downright astonishing to learn about the human mind and behavior.

Course Description:
Since the psychology course examines the interaction of biological, cognitive and 
sociocultural influences on human behavior, it is well placed in group 3, individuals and 
societies. Students undertaking the course can expect to develop an understanding of how 
psychological knowledge is generated, developed and applied. This will allow them to have 
a greater understanding of themselves and appreciate the diversity of human behavior. 
The holistic approach reflected in the curriculum, which sees biological, cognitive and 
sociocultural analysis being taught in an integrated way ensures that students are able 
to develop an understanding of what all humans share, as well as the immense diversity 
of influences on human behavior and mental processes. The ethical concerns raised by 
the methodology and application of psychological research are also key considerations 
of the IB psychology course.

Assessment for the Course:
Higher Level (240 Hours):  
•   Paper 1: 3 Short Answer questions and One Long answer question (35%)
•   Paper 2: 3 Long answer questions from the options taken (25%)
•   Paper 3: Three compulsory questions based on an unseen text, covering part 3 of the 
    syllabus (20%)

Internal Assessment: Group investigation – research carried out and written up 
individually (20%)

Standard Level (150 Hours):
•   Paper 1: 3 Short Answer questions and One Long answer question (50%)
•   Paper 2: 3 Long answer questions from the options taken (25%)

Internal Assessment: Group investigation – research carried out and written up individually 
(20%)

Career Pathways:
 
Sure, there are plenty of exciting 
careers in psychology that you 
might want to explore, but 
studying the subject can help 
you in many other professions 
as well. For example, if you want 
to become a business manager, 
understanding human behavior 
can improve your ability to manage 
and interact with your employees. 
Other careers in Psychology are 
Psychiatrist, Private Practice Clinical 
Therapists, Industrial-Organizational 
Psychologist, Neuropsychologist, 
Clinical Psychologist, Engineering 
Psychologist, Correctional Facility 
Psychologist, Military Psychologist, 
Corporate Manager, Administrative 
Hospital Psychologist, Forensic 
Psychologist, Teaching Psychologist, 
Genetics Counselor, Market Research 
Analyst, Experimental Psychologist, 
Special Education Teacher, School 
Psychologist, Sports Psychologist, 
Mental Health Counselor, 
Recreational Therapist.

Group 3 - Individuals & Societies
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Group 4 - Experimental Sciences

Why Study Biology?
Biology is an extremely interesting subject, that looks at how living organisms function, 
the basic processes of life, and how different organisms interact with each other and their 
environment. There is an area of interest for everyone due to the wide variety of topics 
that are studied. IB Biology provides a deeper understanding of scientific processes, and 
aims to develop practical, analytical and research skills. 

Course Description:
The Biology IB course looks at a range of key biological theories providing an insight into 
a variety of topics. These include cells, evolution, ecology, animal health and physiology, 
and many more, allowing the student to fully explore areas of interest, giving greater 
insight into what the student may want to study at a higher level. By studying Biology, 
you will be provided with a basic knowledge of the field that can be further developed 
and specified at University level.  

Assessment for the Course:

Higher Level (240 Hours):  
•   Paper 1: Multiple Choice (20%)
•   Paper 2: Data Based Questions, Short and Extended Answers (36%)
•   Paper 3: Questions on Practical Skills, and short and extended responses (24%)

Internal Assessment: Individual investigation - practical, simulation, or database (20%)

Standard Level (150 Hours):
•   Paper 1: Multiple Choice (20%)
•   Paper 2: Data Based Questions, Short and Extended Answers (40%)
•   Paper 3: Questions on Practical Skills, and short and extended responses (20%)

Internal Assessment: Individual investigation - practical, simulation, or database (20%)

Group 4: Students have to complete a compulsory group 4 project during trips week.

BIOLOGY

Level of Study: 
Higher Level and Standard Level

Recommended Entry Requirements:
IGCSE Biology Grade B or higher
IGCSE Chemistry Grade B or higher

Career Pathways:

If you choose to study Biology, a 
range of careers can be pursued. 
These include medicine, veterinary 
science, animal behaviour, marine 
biology, conservation, research 
scientist, pharmaceuticals, 
microbiologist, geneticist, teaching, 
journalism, environmental 
consultancy and many more. Some 
of these subjects will also require 
you take IB Chemistry, so this must 
be considered when completing your 
options.
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Why Study Chemistry?
Chemistry is the foundation for most science courses at post-secondary level. If you take 
it now, it will be much easier to apply later on. Chemistry teaches us about the world 
around us. Knowledge of the elements can be applied to everyday items such as cooking, 
crafts, nutritional facts and medical explanations from doctors. Chemical processes and 
the composition of elements play a large part in the study of living things and matter’s 
relationship to forces. In post-secondary education it is combined with other sciences 
such as: Biochemistry, Chemical Engineering, Medicinal Chemistry, Astrochemistry and 
Nuclear Chemistry.

Course Description:
The Chemistry IB course involves detailed consideration of the following: Quantitative 
chemistry, Atomic Structure, Bonding, Energetics, Kinetics, Equilibrium, Acids and Bases, 
Redox Processes, and Organic Chemistry. Also, there is an introduction to measurement 
and uncertainties, the nature of science and medicinal chemistry. By studying Chemistry, 
you will be provided with a basic knowledge of the field that can be further developed 
and specified at University level.  

Assessment for the Course:

Higher Level (240 Hours):      
•   Paper 1: Multiple Choice (20%)
•   Paper 2: Data Based Questions, Short and Extended Answers (36%)
•   Paper 3: Questions on Practical Skills, and short and extended responses (24%)

Internal Assessment: Individual investigation - practical, simulation, or database (20%)

Standard Level (150 Hours):
•   Paper 1: Multiple Choice (20%)
•   Paper 2: Data Based Questions, Short and Extended Answers (40%)
•   Paper 3: Questions on Practical Skills, and short and extended responses (20%)

Internal Assessment: Individual investigation - practical, simulation, or database (20%)

Group 4: Students have to complete a compulsory group 4 project during trips week.

CHEMISTRY

Level of Study: 
Higher Level and Standard Level

Recommended Entry Requirements:
IGCSE Chemistry Grade B or higher 
for HL Chemistry

Career Pathways:

If you choose to study Chemistry, 
a range of careers can be pursued. 
These include medicine (Chemistry 
must be taken to pursue this area), 
chemical engineering, pharmacology, 
forensics, health and safety related 
professions, analytical chemistry, 
toxicology and research based 
careers. Some of these subjects 
will also require you take other IB 
Sciences, so this must be considered 
when completing your options.

Group 4 - Experimental Sciences
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Why Study ESS?
Through studying environmental systems and societies (ESS) students will be provided 
with a coherent perspective of the interrelationships between environmental systems 
and societies; one that enables them to adopt an informed personal response to the wide 
range of pressing environmental issues that they will inevitably come to face. 

The teaching approach is such that students are allowed to evaluate the scientific, ethical 
and socio-political aspects of issues.

ESS is an interdisciplinary courses offered in the Diploma Programme. The students can 
study this course and have it count as either a group 3 course or a group 4 course or as 
both a group 3 and group 4 course. This leaves students the opportunity to study (an) 
additional subject(s) from any group from the 6 groups including (an) additional subject(s) 
from groups 3 or 4.

Students will be able to study this course successfully with no specific previous knowledge 
of science or geography. However, as the course aims to foster an international perspective, 
awareness of local and and global environmental concerns and an understanding of the 
scientific methods, a course that shares these aims would be good preparation. 

During the course, students will study seven different topics. The most important aspect 
of the ESS course is hands-on work in the laboratory and/or out in the field. 

Core content
•   Topic 1— Foundations of environmental systems and societies
•   Topic 2—Ecosystems and ecology
•   Topic 3—Biodiversity and conservation
•   Topic 4—Water and aquatic food production systems and societies
•   Topic 5—Soil systems and terrestrial food production systems and societies
•   Topic 6—Atmospheric systems and societies
•   Topic 7—Climate change and energy production
•   Topic 8—Human systems and resource use

Practical activities & Individual investigation
Practical work is an important aspect of the ESS course, whether in the laboratory, classroom, 
or out in the field. The syllabus not only directly requires the use of field techniques, but 
many components can only be covered effectively through this approach. Practical work 
in ESS is an opportunity for students to gain and develop skills and techniques beyond the 
requirements of the assessment model and should be fully integrated with the teaching 
of the course.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SYSTEMS & SOCIETIES 

(ESS)

Level of Study: 
Standard Level ONLY

Recommended Entry Requirements:
There is no prerequisite for taking 
ESS, however, a science based course 
at IGCSE would be an advantage

Career Pathways:

Botanist, Conservation Officer, 
Ecologist, Eco-tourism Operator, 
Environmental Manager, Land 
Surveyor, Park Ranger, Researcher, 
Soil Scientist, Water Quality 
Inspector, Wildlife Conservationist, 
Green House Manager

Group 4 - Experimental Sciences
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Why study the course?
Physics is an exciting journey that is all about asking fundamental questions and trying 
to answer them by observing and experimenting. Through Physics we develop the kind 
of critical thinking skills needed to understand the Universe around us. Physics is also the 
branch of science that teaches us how to manipulate the forces of nature, in a responsible 
way, to improve the quality of our lives.

According to the author Bill Bryson;
“Physics is really nothing more than a search for ultimate simplicity, but so far all we have 
is a kind of elegant messiness.” 

Studying IB Physics at BGE you can therefore expect some of this elegant messiness. 
Particularly, exploring momentum through egg-catching experiments, and hair raising 
moments with the Van de Graff generator.

Course Description
The IB Physics syllabus at Standard level comprises 150 teaching hours of which 40 hours 
are practical experiments. Physics at higher level comprises 240 teaching hours of which 
60 hours are practical investigations.

Both Standard (SL) AND Higher (HL) levels have a common core syllabus which includes 
topics such as mechanics, thermal physics, wave behavior, electricity and magnetism, circular 
motion and nuclear physics. This common core syllabus comprises 95 teaching hours.

HL students must complete an additional 60 hours of extended material based on the 
core topics.

The course also comprises an Option component in which students can select 1 of 4 topics. 
SL students must complete 15 teaching hours and HL students 25 teaching hours.

Assessment for the Course
Assessment of IB Physics comprises two components: Internal Assessment and External 
Assessment.

For internal assessment students will be required to complete an individual investigation 
that is worth 20% of their final IB Physics grade.

External assessment will be in the form of 3 exam papers worth 80% of their final grade.
The specific weightings are: Paper 1 (20%), Paper 2 (36%), and Paper 3 (24%).

PHYSICS

Level of Study:
IB Physics at BGE is offered at two 
levels: Standard level (SL) and Higher 
level (HL)

Recommended entry requirements:
•   For IB Physics SL: IGCSE Physics 
    (Extended) minimum C and IGCSE 
    Physics (Core) minimum A
•   For IB Physics HL: IGCSE Physics 
    (Extended) minimum B

Career Pathways:

Taking Physics at IB will enable 
one to access careers in various 
engineering disciplines such as; 
civil, electronic, computer systems, 
chemical, biochemical, aeronautical, 
aerospace etc.

Other careers include architecture, 
computer science, quantity 
surveying, animation, seismology and 
scientific research.

Group 4 - Experimental Sciences
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About SEHS:
The course has arisen from the scientific inquiry conducted over many decades, has 
accumulated a vast amount of information across a range of sub-disciplines that contribute 
to our understanding of health and human performance in relation to sport and exercise. 
The Diploma Programme course in sports, exercise and health science involves the study 
of the science that underpins physical performance and provides the opportunity to 
apply these principles. The course incorporates the traditional disciplines of anatomy and 
physiology, biomechanics, psychology and nutrition, which are studied in the context of 
sport, exercise and health. Pupils will cover a range of core and option topics and carry 
out practical (experimental) investigations in both laboratory and field settings. This will 
provide an opportunity to acquire the knowledge and understanding necessary to apply 
scientific principles and critically analyse human performance. Where relevant, the course 
will address issues of internationalism and ethics by considering sport, exercise and health 
relative to the individual and in a global context. Pupils of SL sports, exercise and health 
science study a core syllabus supplemented by the study of two options. Students at SL 
are required to spend 40 hours, on practical/investigative work. This includes 10 hours 
for the group 4 project. 

Assessment:
There are three exam papers (76% total grade)

Paper 1: 45 minutes 30 multiple-choice 
questions on the core syllabus.

20%

Paper 2: 1 hour 15 minutes Section A: one data-based question and several 
short-answer questions on the core (all 
compulsory) 
Section B: one extended-response 
question on the core (from a choice of three)

32%

Paper 3: 1 hour Several short-answer questions in each of the 
two options studied (all compulsory).

24%

Coursework is worth 24% of the final mark and students will carry out a number of internal 
assessments within their 40 hours of practical work.

SPORT EXERCISE 
AND HEALTH SCIENCE

Level of Study: 
Standard Level and Higher Level

Entry requirements:    
Preferably IGCSE Grade C or above in:
Biology; or Physics; or Physical 
Education

Career Pathways:

•   Exercise Physiologist — you can 
     work in wellness, training, testing 
     and research etc.
•   Sports Training — Personal Trainer, 
     Strength and Conditioning Coach, 
     fitness instructors.
•   Sports Medicine — medical 
     practitioners, physiotherapists,    
     physical therapists, sports trainer.
•   Sports Dietitian — a career mixing 
     food and athletes.
•   Sports Coach — if you can't do it 
     yourself, tell others how to do it.
•   Education — teaching our 
     youngsters about sport, health 
     and fitness.
•   Sports Official — there would 
    be no sport without umpires and 
    referees.
•   Sport Psychologist — get into the 
    minds of athletes.
•   Biomechanist — jobs in 
    biomechanics.
•   Sport Journalist — write about 
     what you like to watch.
•   Administration — work with any 
    sport as an assistant or facilities 
     manager
•   Sports Marketing — including the 
     job as a Sports Agent.
•   Selling Fitness Products — How 
    to start a business in the fitness 
    industry.

Group 4 - Experimental Sciences
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Why Study Mathematics?
Mathematics is central to many fields of study – from economics through physics and 
chemistry and back to finance – so its study is compulsory at IB level. Universities and 
employers greatly value people with good mathematical skills and degree courses with 
a mathematical content are placed in high regard. Careers for men and women with 
strong mathematical skills are not only well paid, they are also interesting and rewarding. 
Nevertheless, the study of mathematics is not just about employment prospects, the 
subject offers scope for great enjoyment. Most importantly of all, the further study of 
mathematics will teach you how to think with rigour.

COURSES AVAILABLE AT IB:

MATHEMATICAL STUDIES (SL): 
The course is offered at standard level and is equivalent in status to Mathematics SL, but is 
much less demanding and addresses different needs. In Mathematical Studies the emphasis 
is on the application of maths and the largest area of study is on statistical techniques. 
The course offers students the opportunity to develop an understanding of a broad range 
of mathematical techniques and topics which will sharpen their skills in critical thinking. 
Students who undertake Maths Studies will be learn to analyse statistical claims and will 
be well prepared for further study in areas such as the social sciences.

Minimum entry requirement
While there is no minimum entry requirement for Maths Studies students who have not 
passed IGCSE at C grade level will find the course challenging.

MATHS STANDARD LEVEL (SL): 
This course allows those students who wish to study for a degree with a high mathematical 
content to develop their mathematical skills free from the pressures of Maths HL. Many 
of the topics studied at Standard Level are subsets of those studied at HL – functions, 
calculus, trigonometry, vectors, statistics – so students who take Standard Level maths 
will be well prepared for university courses in subjects such as the sciences. Although not 
as challenging as HL, SL is a demanding and rigorous course in mathematics designed for 
those who want to ensure they have strong mathematical skills to underpin their further 
studies. Study of Mathematics SL is mandatory for many science degrees and business 
degrees which include finance.

Minimum entry requirement
A B grade pass in IGCSE Mathematics

Assessment
•   Paper 1 – No calculator, 1 hour 30 minutes
•   Paper 2 – Graphic display calculator is mandatory, 1 hour 30 minutes

MATHS HIGHER LEVEL (HL):
This is an extremely demanding but rewarding course designed only for the most able 
student. Students study subjects such as functions, calculus, trigonometry, complex 
numbers, vectors and statistics. The option paper, in particular, takes students into topics 
traditionally studied only at undergraduate level. Maths HL is designed so that you learn 
how to think of maths in the round rather than as a series of discrete topics. The study 
of maths at higher level is essential for university courses such as engineering, physics 
and economics.

Minimum entry requirement
A B grade pass in IGCSE Additional Mathematics or, in some cases, an A* pass in IGCSE 
Mathematics

Assessment
•   Paper 1 – no calculator, 2 hours
•   Paper 2 – graphic display calculator is mandatory, 2 hours
•   Paper 3 – generally calculus or statistics, 1 hour

Level of Study: 
Studies Standard Level, Standard 
Level or Higher Level

Group 5 - Mathematics

Career Pathways:

A thorough understanding of 
statistics is an important life skill 
and those who complete the course 
in Mathematical Studies SL will be 
preparing themselves for life, as 
well as university. Nevertheless, 
the course provides good starting 
block for those interested in careers 
in areas such as the social sciences, 
psychology and management.

Mathematics SL prepares students 
very well for university courses 
where maths plays a key role. 
Consequently those wishing to study 
medicine, the physical sciences, 
accounting and finance should opt 
for this level of study.

The study of Mathematics HL 
opens the way to careers in areas 
such as engineering, physics or in 
maths itself. Employers greatly 
value the analytical and reasoning 
skills mathematicians develop and 
graduates in maths and maths-
related subject are generally well 
sought after – and rewarded.
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Group 6 - Creative Arts

Why Study Music?
Through the Music course students develop their knowledge and potential as musicians, 
both personally and collaboratively.

Involving aspects of the composition, performance and critical analysis of Music, the course 
exposes students to forms, styles and functions of Music from a wide range of historical 
and socio-cultural contexts. Students create, participate in, and reflect upon Music from 
their own background and those of others. They develop practical and communicative skills 
which provide a strong foundation for further studies in Music at the university level or 
in Music career pathways. It is an enriching study leading to lifelong participation in the 
world of Music for all students, regardless of their eventual career choice.

Course Description:
Students will develop knowledge and awareness of the history and evolution of Music from 
both Western Art Music and non- Western cultures and will be able to identify, evaluate, 
and reflect upon the similarities and differences of any two musical works. To do this, 
they will need knowledge of musical fundamentals of melody, medium, harmony, meter, 
form, style, context, and technique, together with appropriate musical vocabulary. They 
will also apply this knowledge to the development of their individual musicianship skills 
as both performers and creators, with numerous opportunities to perform, compose, 
and arrange Music. In all components, students will engage in a combination of teacher 
directed studies, independent research, and group research projects.

In addition to these musical applications, students will also explore broader issues of 
musical context, the role of Music in the history of humankind, artistic standards, and 
the relationship of Music to other disciplines through the Theory of Knowledge (TOK).

Assessment for the Course:
Key features of the curriculum and assessment models
•   Available at Standard (SL) and Higher levels (HL)
•   The minimum prescribed number of hours is 150 for SL and 240 for HL
•   Students are assessed both externally and internally
•   External assessment consists of:
 •   The Listening paper (musical perception questions), and 
 •   The Musical links investigation (a written media script investigating the  
      significant musical links between two or more pieces from distinct musical  
      cultures) Internal assessment consists, at HL, of a) Creating, and b) Solo 
                         performing. At SL students choose one option from among the following: 
                        a) Creating, b) Solo performing, c) Group performing.     

Both standard level (SL) and higher level (HL) Music students are required to study musical 
perception.

SL students in Music are then required to choose one of three options:
•   Creating (SLC)
•   Solo performing (SLS)
•   Group performing (SLG)

HL students are required to present both creating and solo performing.

Music perception
Study, analysis and examination, comparing and contrasting of musical cultures 
(compulsory for SL and HL students)     

Creating
The development of creative skills through exploration, control and development of 
musical elements

The following options are available:
•   Composing
•   Music technology composing
•   Arranging
•   Improvising
•   Stylistic techniques. (compulsory for HL and SLC* students only)

Solo performing
The development of performance skills through solo Music making.
(compulsory for HL and SLS* students only)

Internal Assessment: Individual investigation - practical, simulation, or database (20%)

Group performing
The development of performance skills through group Music making
(compulsory for SLG* students only)

MUSIC

Level of Study: 
Higher Level and Standard Level

Recommended Entry Requirements:
IGCSE Music C or higher

Career Pathways:

Studying Music opens up a world of 
possibilities focusing on composition, 
performance, teaching or theory, 
playing in symphonies like orchestra 
members, at schools as teachers, 
on the road as touring musicians, 
in studios as session musicians 
or working with film directors 
to compose scores for films and 
documentaries. You may also use 
your talent to produce Music or teach 
others how to play an instrument and 
each day promises the opportunity 
to use artistic and creative skills to 
produce a beautiful work of art.
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Why Study Theatre Arts?
Drama equips the students with skills they will use in any career even those that have 
no connection with Drama. For instance, a surgeon without self confidence and power 
of concentration is a ticking time bomb. Can you entrust your teeth to a dentist who 
lacks personal organization and management skills? How can an engineer who has poor 
communication skills communicate his ideas effectively no matter how brilliant they 
maybe? Can you imagine a marketing agent or salesman with no public speaking and 
persuasive skills? 

Most employers nowadays are not just looking for graduates with academic prowess. 
They need highly motivated and dynamic individuals with creative, innovative, analytical 
and problem solving skills. They value employees with strong inter-personal and social 
skills who are also team players.

There is no other subject that will equip you with all these skills other than Theatre Arts.  
In fact, Theatre Arts IS A LIFE SKILL.

Course Description:
Students are required to investigate the core syllabus areas [Theatre in context, Theatre 
processes, presenting Theatre] from the perspectives of creator, designer, director, 
performer and spectator through the following activities: 

•   Creating theatre based on theatre theory (HL only) 
•   Working with play texts 
•   Examining world theatre traditions and performance practices. 
•   Collaboratively creating original theatre. 

Assessment for the Course: SL and HL

External assessment SL
(150 Hours)

HL
(240 Hours)

Task 1: Solo theatre piece (HL only) 
Students at HL research a theatre theorist they have 
not previously studied, identify an aspect(s) of their 
theory and create and present a solo theatre piece (4–8 
minutes) based on this aspect(s) of theory. 

N/A 35%

Task 2: Director’s notebook (SL and HL) 
Students at SL and HL choose a published play text 
they have not previously studied and develop ideas 
regarding how it could be staged for an audience.

35% 20%

Task 3: Research presentation (SL and HL) 
Students at SL and HL plan and deliver an individual 
presentation (15 minutes maximum) to their peers in 
which they outline and physically demonstrate their 
research into a convention of a theatre tradition they 
have not previously studied.

30% 20%

Internal assessment

Task 4: Collaborative project (SL and HL) 
Students at SL and HL collaboratively create and pres-
ent an original piece of theatre (lasting 13–15 minutes) 
for and to a specified target audience, created from a 
starting point of their choice.

35% 25%

THEATRE

Level of Study: 
Higher Level and Standard Level

Recommended Entry Requirements:
NONE: Prior experience or 
knowledge of Drama is advantageous 
but not a pre-requisite.

Career Pathways:

Having said that Drama is a sort of 
training in life skills, then it forms a 
strong foundation for ALL careers. 
However, there are some professions 
that have direct link with Drama/ 
Theatre such as: 

•   Psychologist (Psycho Drama /  
    Drama Therapy) 
•   Law 
•   Personnel Management / Human 
    Resource Management  
•   Social Work / Community 
    Development / Event Organization 
    (Theater For Development or TFD, 
    forum theatre)
•   Journalism / Media / Film /
    Advertising
•   Marketing / Salesmanship / 
    Insurance
•   Fashion/ Interior  Design (costume 
    and set design aspects in drama)
•   International Relations
•   Recreation and Leisure Studies
•   Entertainment Industry: Theatre, 
    Music, Film, TV.

Group 6 - Creative Arts
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Why study Visual Arts?
The visual arts are an integral part of everyday life, permeating all levels of human creativity, 
expression, communication and understanding. 

The IB Diploma Programme visual arts course encourages students to challenge their own 
creative and cultural expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-provoking course in which 
students develop analytical skills in problem-solving and divergent thinking, while working 
towards technical proficiency and confidence as art-makers. In addition to exploring and 
comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in different contexts, students 
are expected to engage in, experiment with and critically reflect upon a wide range of 
contemporary practices and media. The course is designed for students who want to go 
on to study visual arts in higher education as well as for those who are seeking lifelong 
enrichment through visual arts.  Visual arts guide 2016:6

Assessment for the Course:
The assessment for this course is split into three parts.

Part one: The Comparative Study 20%
The comparative study is an externally examined assessment task worth 20%. Work 
is selected from artist models investigated as part of independent coursework and is 
presented as a series of screen-based slides. 

SL and HL submit 10–15 pages that examine and compare at least three artworks, objects 
or artefacts, at least two of which need to be by different artists.
HL will submit 3–5 additional pages that analyse the extent to which personal work and 
practices have been influenced by the art and artists examined.

Part two: The Process Portfolio 40%
The process portfolio is an externally examined assessment task worth 40%. 
Students present documentation of experimentation, exploration, manipulation and 
refinement of a variety of visual arts activities.  The documentation may be extracted from 
visual arts journals and other sketchbooks, notebooks and portfolios, as well as preliminary 
and developmental artworks that have not been included in the exhibition task. The work 
is submitted as a series of screen-based slides. 

SL students submit 9–18 screens and HL students submit 13–25 screens/pages

Part three: The Exhibition 40%
Students present an exhibition of resolved artworks together with accompanying exhibition 
text and a curatorial rationale. The exhibition is documented electronically. 

•   SL students submit a curatorial rationale that does not exceed 400 words. 
•   SL students submit 4–7 artworks.
•   HL students submit a curatorial rationale that does not exceed 700 words. 
•   HL students submit 8–11 artworks.

VISUAL ART

Level of Study: 
Higher Level and Standard Level

Recommended Entry Requirements:
The visual arts course at both SL and 
HL requires no previous experience. 
The course is designed to enable 
students to experience visual arts 
on a personal level and achievement 
in this subject is reflected in 
how students demonstrate the 
knowledge they have gained as 
well as the skills and attitudes they 
have developed that are necessary 
for studying visual arts. Students’ 
individual abilities to be creative and 
imaginative and to communicate in 
artistic form will be developed and 
extended through the theoretical 
and practical content of the visual 
arts course.  

(Visual arts guide 2016:9)

Career Pathways:

If you choose to study visual art, 
a range of careers can be pursued 
as creativity will permeate any 
successful career.  Students 
interested in becoming visual artists, 
architects, working within the film 
industry, photographers, any facet of 
Design such as interior and fashion, 
advertising, any digital media, 
computer graphics and/or games, 
animation etc. should consider taking 
this course.

Group 6 - Creative Arts
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University of Queensland, Australia
•   Biomedical Science

University of Leuven (KU Leuven), Belgium
•   Business Administration
•   Criminology

University of British Columbia, Vancouver, 
Canada
•   Economics (Scholarship)
•   Business
•   Computer Science
•   Science
•   Pre-Law

Brock University, Ontario, Canada
•   Drama 

Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada
•   Computer Science

University of Prince Edward Island, PEI, 
Canada
•   Environmental Studies

Seneca College, Toronto, Canada
•   Liberal Arts

St Mary's University, Halifax, Canada
•   Social Sciences
•   Business

Dundee or Saint George's Medical University, 
Grenada, Caribbean
•   Biomedical Sciences

Srathmore University, Kenya
•   Informatics & Computer Science
•   Business IT

United States International University, Kenya
•   Criminology

Middlesex University, Mauritius
•   Law

Leiden University, Netherlands
•   International Studies (Scholarship)
•   Global Challenges

University Success

University Destinations

The international qualifications students complete qualify them for admission to universities worldwide and BGE alumni take full 
advantage of this with former students studying in countries all over the world. All students who complete the IBDP or IBCP 
courses have access to university admission.

BGE students gain qualifications from examination boards with worldwide recognition:
•   IB Diploma Programme (the International Baccalaureate Organisation)
•   IB Career-related Programme (the International Baccalaureate Organisation and the Edexcel from the University of London)

We offer our students first class guidance on career opportunities and university placements, assisting them with the many choices and 
processes faced in completing successful applications. 

Braeburn’s dedicated University Applications Adviser (Alex Manning), has many years of experience placing students in universities 
across the world. He guides our students through the university applications process and is available to meet with students and parents 
at any time. Information, help and advice is given on:
•   Selecting subjects and courses for your future in Year 11
•   Selecting universities worldwide to suit your interests and qualifications
•   Advice on any additional entrance tests required and assistance with booking and preparation for these
•   Advice on completing application forms, writing effective essays and personal statements and meeting deadlines
•   Preparing references, transcripts and predicted grades to support each student’s applications
•   Advice on university costs and available finance and scholarships 
•   Advice on visa application processes

With powerful qualifications and detailed advice, BGE students are able to move to their choice of country and university.

Team Academy University, Netherlands
•   Business Administration & 
Entrepreneurship

University of Lahore, Pakistan
•   Environmental Sciences

Centro Universitario Villanueva, Spain
•   International Business

International Hotel School, Durban, South 
Africa
•   Culinary Arts

Bursa University, Turkey
•   Industrial Engineering

Aberdeen University, United Kingdom
•   Animal Behaviour
•   Chemical Engineering

University of Bradford, United Kingdom
•   Engineering with Foundation Year

University of Brighton, United Kingdom
•   Business Management with Economics
•   Environmental Sciences
•   Pharmaceutical & Chemical Sciences

Bristol University, United Kingdom
•   Mechanical Engineering

Cardiff University, United Kingdom
•   Engineering with Foundation Year

Edinburgh University, United Kingdom
•   Medical Sciences / Biochemistry

Glasgow Caladonian University, United 
Kingdom
•   IT Management for Business

Imperial College London, United Kingdom
•   Physics

University of Kent, United Kingdom
•   Business & Management with   
     Placement Year
•   Law and Criminology

Leeds Beckett University, United Kingdom
•   Food Engineering

Leeds College of Art, United Kingdom
•   Art & Design Foundation Course

Middlesex University, United Kingdom
•   Computer Science

Nottingham University, United Kingdom
•   Economics

Sheffield Hallam University, United Kingdom
•   Computer Science

University of the West of England, United 
Kingdom
•   Criminology

Columbus College of Art & Design, Ohio, USA
•   Visual Art / Design

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, 
Florida, USA
•   Aviation Business

Georgia State University
•   Environmental Science

Indiana University - Purdue University Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, USA
•   Chemistry

New York Institute of Technology, New York, 
USA
•   Media/ Animation

Penn State University, Pennsylvania, USA
•   Environmental Systems Engineering

State University of New York, Buffalo, USA
•   Pre-Law

University of Washington, St Louis, USA
•   Business


