
 

 

Prospectus  



 

THE ARK SCHOOLS 
NETWORK 

ARK Ayrton Primary Academy is part of the ARK Schools network. 

ARK Schools is an education charity and leading academy operator. Our 27 academies 

include 15 primary schools in London, Birmingham and on the south coast. Our aim is to 

create outstanding schools with high expectations for every child which give every pupil 

the opportunity at 18 to go to university or pursue the career of their choice.   

Our work to achieve that mission starts on the day a child joins our nursery. 

ARK schools prioritise six key principles: 

l High expectations l Excellent 

teaching l Exemplary behaviour l 

Depth before breadth l More 

time for learning l Knowing 

every child. 
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WELCOME  

from the Headteacher 
I am delighted to introduce you to ARK Ayrton Primary Academy which opened in September 2013 replacing 

Somers Park Primary School. We are a growing two form entry, mixed, non-denominational primary academy for 

children from the local community.  

We became an ARK academy in 2013 joining a network characterised by its exceptionally high expectations for all 

every child. We aim to provide an excellent education that lays the foundations for every child to be successful in 

primary and secondary school so that, at 18, they have the choice of going on to university or pursuing a rewarding 

career.  

We put mathematics and literacy at the heart of our primary curriculum and we aim to provide outstanding teaching 

and support so that every child does as well as they possibly can.  

Aim high, work hard, play fair  

ARK Ayrton is a happy, friendly school where children love to learn. We place a high value on behaviour and 

courtesy and we work closely with families to help them help their children to do well.  

I hope this prospectus shows what ARK Ayrton can offer your child. We look forward to meeting you. 

Jan Fleming 

Headteacher 

AIM HIGH. 
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WORK HARD. 
PLAY FAIR. 

We believe in the potential of every child who joins ARK Ayrton and strive to ensure that we 

provide every pupil with the best possible start in life. We want every child at ARK Ayrton to 

do well enough by the age of 18 to go on to university or to follow the career path of their 

choice. 

We want every child at ARK Ayrton Primary Academy to have a rich, rewarding and happy 

primary experience, learning the skills that will enable them to be successful in secondary 

school and beyond.   

Our values 

Our values inform how we act as a school, as individuals and collectively. We discuss, 

encourage and reward behaviour that reflects our values.  
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AIM HIGH   Aspiration is key to raising achievement.   We aim 

high for our pupils and teach them to be aspirational for 

themselves. 

WORK HARD  
Every member of the ARK Ayrton community works hard  

towards a common goal – success for our pupils. 

PLAY FAIR    Rules are important in all aspects of our work, we expect  

these rules to be taught, reinforced and upheld.  Staff and 

pupils aim to meet and exceed expectations in all  they do.  

ARK’S SIX KEY PRINCIPLES  

shape our school 
High expectations 

We are explicit about our high expectations for 

every child from day one. With the right support 

and teaching every child is capable of going on to 

university or a rewarding career. We relentlessly 

show children what they can achieve and foster 

high aspirations through trips and visits as well as 

inspiring lessons. 

Excellent teaching 

We want every lesson to be stimulating and 

rewarding for every child. We work hard to 

recruit, train and support exceptional teachers.  

Exemplary behaviour 

We are a warm, happy, inclusive school. We treat 

each other with courtesy and respect. We praise 

and reward behaviour, effort and achievement. 

Depth before breadth 

A secure foundation in English and mathematics 

is essential for the whole curriculum. We aim 

to ensure that that every child is proficient and 

confident in these subjects as early as possible.  

More time for learning 
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Our primary school day is 8.45am–3.45pm from 

reception to year 6. The ARK Ayrton nursery 

sessions are 8.45–11.45am and 12.30–3.30pm and 

the ARK Alpha nursery is open from 7.30am– 

6.00pm.  

We provide a rich and stimulating curriculum to 

meet the needs of every pupil. Children can take 

part in a variety of after school clubs and activities. 

Knowing every child 

Good relationships reinforce a culture of excellent 

behaviour and commitment to learning. We want 

to know our pupils and their families well so that 

every child is fully supported to make excellent 

progress.   

Our happy, diverse school community welcomes 

and values children from every background. 
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OUR CURRICULUM 

Our primary curriculum is designed to fully prepare children for secondary school and for the national curriculum tests in 

English and mathematics at key stage 1 and 2. We aim to ensure that every child achieves their full potential, catering to 

their different strengths, abilities and interests. 

Depth before breadth  
A strong command of English and mathematics is vital for the whole curriculum. We prioritise depth in both subjects and 

commit extra time to them so that every pupil secures proficiency as early as possible and can address the curriculum with 

confidence.  

English  
We focus on speaking and listening, reading and writing using the Read Write Inc. “synthetic phonics” reading programme. 

This teaches children the combinations of letters that make different sounds in English, how to blend these to make words 

and how to decode words. Children have daily English and phonics lessons from reception onwards and frequent 

opportunities to read with an adult. We provide guidance for parents and links to useful materials to help your child at 

home.  

Mathematics  
ARK academies specialise in mathematics. We aim to equip children to understand logical reasoning, problem solving and 

how to think in abstract ways. Children have daily maths lessons, using ARK Schools’ Mathematics Mastery approach or 

“six part lessons”. These build mastery of the essential knowledge and skills of mathematics, using objects and pictures to 

understand concepts before numbers and symbols. Children understand 

what they are doing rather than simply repeating routines. The 

programme reflects the curriculum of the world’s highest performing 

countries for mathematics.   

Children take part in lots of maths workshops, activities and events 

throughout the year. 

The primary curriculum is divided into three phases –   

Foundation Stage (nursery and reception),  

Key Stage 1 (years 1 and 2) and Key Stage 2 (years 3–6).  

We commit extra time 

to English and 

mathematics so that 

every child secures 
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The 

Foundation 

Stage 

Nursery and reception provide the foundation for future learning. Children 

develop skills such as listening, speaking, concentration, persistence and working 

and cooperating with others. Learning and development are planned around 

children’s needs and interests and assessed and reviewed regularly. There are 

three “prime” and four “specific” areas of learning in the early years foundation 

stage curriculum. 

Prime areas: 

l Communication and language l Physical development l Personal, social and 

emotional development 

Specific areas: l Literacy l Mathematics l Understanding the world l Expressive 

arts and design 

Children have two literacy lessons (phonics and English) plus guided reading and 

two mathematics lessons each day. Children also learn science, personal, social 

and health education, ICT, art, music and PE. They learn through first-hand 

experience and structured play and develop their styles of learning through 

playing and exploring, active learning and creating and thinking critically. Learning in 

our outdoor space is also part of the Foundation Stage. 

Assessment and progress 

In their first term, we conduct a baseline assessment for each child to establish 

their starting point and inform future planning. We record their experiences and 

attainment and assess their development and learning needs throughout the year 

and share this with parents. 

Key Stages 1 and 2 

proficiency as early as 

possible.  
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The core curriculum at key stages 1 and 2 

comprises: l English l Mathematics l 

Science  

Children also 

study: l History l 

Geography l Art 

and Design  

l Design Technology (DT) l 

Computing l French (MFL)  

l Music  

l Physical Education (PE) l P ersonal, 

Social, Health and Citizenship  

Education (PSHCE) l 

Religious Education (RE) 

Core subjects 

English 

Children continue to have lessons in literacy, 

phonics and guided reading in key stage 1 and 2. In 

key stage 2 children have two literacy lessons (on 

language and literacy, comprehension and guided 

reading/focused writing) each day.   

l Speaking and listening:   Pupils learn how 

to express themselves and listen to others. Drama 

techniques help children to express themselves in 

different situations 

l Reading:   We want every child to enjoy 

reading for pleasure and to find out information. 

Children read every day and are encouraged to 
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become independent readers as they move through school. l Writing:   We aim to ensure that every child can write 

appropriately for a variety of situations. Handwriting is taught with spelling and phonics initially and as a distinct lesson in key 

stage 1, with a clear progression each year. 

In year 1 all children do the national phonics screening test. 

Mathematics 

Children follow the national curriculum, starting their mathematical learning in reception and year 1 using the Mathematics 

Mastery approach. Children learn through practical and written activities to develop numerical skills and problem solving 

ability. We teach these areas of study: 

l Using and applying maths l 

Number and algebra l Shape, space 

and measures   l Data handling 

Science 

Science stimulates and excites children’s curiosity about the world around them, linking practical experience with ideas. 

Children undertake experiments and investigations through which they acquire and develop scientific knowledge, skills and 

understanding. Science is taught separately as well as through cross-curricular links. 

Foundation subjects 
We teach history, geography, design and technology, personal, social, health and 

citizenship education, music, art and drama through a creative and themed approach 

as well as in distinct lessons. We update parents regularly on the topics covered 

across each phase. 

Modern foreign languages 

Children are introduced to languages in the early years foundation stage and key 

stage 1. In key stage 2 they have weekly French lessons, with an emphasis on 

spoken language. 

Music 
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Children take part in a song-based curriculum beginning 

in reception, broadening to include instrumental 

learning in key stage 2. Children can also take part in 

the annual ARK Schools music gala. 

Physical education and healthy living 

Pupils have regular PE lessons and active play is encouraged 

every day. Children learn athletics, dance, team and 

individual sports and competitive performance. 

Achievement is celebrated and the ARK Schools primary 

sports day is an annual highlight. Children have swimming 

lessons in year 3/4. 

Personal, social, health and citizenship 

education 

This helps to give pupils the knowledge, skills and 

understanding to lead confident, healthy independent lives 

and to be informed and responsible citizens. Children learn 

to articulate their feelings, to identify the causes of their 

emotions and to develop coping strategies for certain 

feelings. They learn to set themselves goals and to make good choices about health and 

well-being.  

Religious education 

We provide non-denominational religious education including learning about 

nonChristian religions. In assembly we emphasise how our values relate to our school 

community and the world around us. Assemblies are non-denominational and we 

commemorate the major festivals observed by our pupils. 
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ENSURING THAT EVERY 
CHILD SUCCEEDS 

ARK Ayrton Primary is an inclusive school, committed to the success of every pupil. In the foundation 

stage we screen every child for language and communication abilities and needs. We also screen for 

dyslexia in year 1. Throughout school we carefully track each child and regularly reassess their learning 

progress, reviewing individual targets. If children have difficulty we intervene quickly and provide relevant 

support. 

Special Educational Needs (SEN) 

The academy follows the Government’s “Revised Code of Practice” to identify, assess and support pupils 

with special educational needs. We provide tailored support through Individual Education Plans. Support 

may be given in a class, a small group or through withdrawal classes by a skilled team of teachers and 

learning support assistants. 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) 

Pupils for whom English is an additional language benefit from our emphasis on the core curriculum, 

gaining extra support until they reach the expected achievement for their age in English. Through careful 

assessment and a combination of small learning groups, our pupils have full access to the learning 

opportunities provided by the school. 

Gifted and talented pupils  
We want all our pupils to maximise their potential and we are not content with gifted and talented 

pupils simply achieving the expected level for their year. We ensure that all our pupils are appropriately 

challenged and supported. Careful identification and assessment enable us to provide suitable challenge 

and differentiation to extend the learning of all our pupils. 
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A HAPPY, HEALTHY SCHOOL 

ARK Ayrton Academy is a safe, caring school where pupils are happy in each other’s company.  

Parents are our most important partners and we aim to know our pupils’ parents and families well. Parents, pupils 

and staff all sign our Commitment to Achieve agreement as we each commit to put in the effort to ensure 

that every child succeeds.  

Lunch and nutrition 

Our pupils enjoy a healthy, freshly-cooked lunch from our on-site kitchen each day and healthy snacks at break 

times. We offer a vegetarian and halal menu. Sweets, crisps, fizzy drinks and “fast foods” are not permitted. 

Attendance and punctuality 

Children are expected to attend school on time every day. If a child is unwell we ask parents inform the school 

immediately and we will provide support and catch up material on the child’s return.  

Home learning 

Home learning extends pupils’ independence and self-discipline. Primary pupils have regular reading, spelling and 

maths practice to do at home as well as work that is related to the current topic. 

Uniform 

Our smart school uniform demonstrates our commitment to the school community. We encourage adults and 

children to be proud and aware of their appearance and presentation at school.  

ADMISSIONS 

Nursery admissions 

ARK Alpha is a fee-paying nursery offering high quality child care to up to 89 children aged three months to five years from 7.30am–6.00pm, Monday to 

Friday, 51 weeks of the year. To apply for a place please complete the admissions pack which is available from the nursery. You can find out more about 

the nursery and how to apply here: arkalphanursery.org/admissions-policy. 
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The ARK Ayrton nursery provides part-time (morning or afternoon) places for children from two years nine months 

offering education based activities to prepare children for reception classes. To apply for ARK Ayrton nursery please 

contact the school. 

Primary admissions 

ARK Ayrton Primary Academy is a non-selective, mixed, non-denominational primary school which admits 60 reception 

pupils each September. You can find details of how to apply on the Portsmouth City Council primary admissions web 

pages: www.portsmouth.gov.uk/learning/1076.html. Applications can be made online at 

admissions.portsmouth.gov.uk/public or you can apply using the Portsmouth City Council application form which you can 

find at www.portsmouth.gov.uk/media/Starting_School_Yr_R_14-15_LIGHT_BLUE.pdf.  

If the academy is oversubscribed priority is first given to students with a statement of special educational needs where 

the academy is named on the statement. The remaining places are offered in the following order:  

l  Looked after children and children who have been previously looked after l Childr  en or families who have a 

professionally supported medical, physical, psychological or social need. l Childr  en living within the schools designated 

catchment area. If the school cannot admit all applications from the catchment area, applicants will be ranked within this 

category in accordance with priorities (i) and (ii) below: l Childr  en living outside the school’s catchment area in the 

following priority order: 

(i) children who have a brother or sister (living in the same household) already on roll and who will still be attending 

the school the following year; [Note – this includes step-brothers/step-sisters, adoptive brothers/ sisters living in the 

same household or children whose parents are married or cohabiting and live together within the same household.] 

(ii) children who live closest to the school, based on the shortest distance from home to school, measured ‘as the crow 

flies’.  

You can find the full admissions policy at arkayrtonprimary.org/admissions-policy  

The academy keeps a waiting list to fill casual vacancies arising if students leave during the year or withdraw from a place 

that has been offered.  



 

 

CONTACT DETAILS:  

Headteacher: Janet Fleming  

ARK Ayrton Primary Academy  

Somers Road  

Southsea  

Hampshire  

PO5 4LS  

T: 02392 824 828  

E: info@arkayrtonprimary.org  

W: www.arkayrtonprimary.org  

Details correct at November 2013  



 

 


