
 

 

LIVING IN CHANGSHA 

 

Attractions of Changsha 
 

Situated in the river valley along the lower 

part of the Xiang River, Changsha is the 

capital of Hunan Province in the southern part 

of central China. It is a famous city of 

historical culture, tracing its recorded history 

back over 3,000 years. The Yuelu Academy of 

Classical Learning, established in the Song 

Dynasty (AD960-1279) was the first 

government run university in China, and 

Chairman Mao Zedong spent many of his 

developmental years in Changsha, 8 years of 

which were spent studying and working at 

Hunan First Normal College.  

 

 

 

Changsha is a provincial city with a population of about 8 million people, and is starting to enjoy 

the type of rapid development enjoyed by other major Chinese cities over the past 10 years.  

Although lacking the ‘sophistication’ of more glamorous China locations further south or east, 

the air quality is much better than that of Guangzhou or Beijing. 

While there are already international hotel chains (Crown Plaza, Sheraton, InterContinental, 

Kempinski, Hilton Hotel, Grand Hyatt, St.Regis) and certain restaurants and bars in which the 

Western expatriate population tends to gather.  

 



Landmarks of Changsha Centers of Changsha 

  

 

Indicative of the potential of this city are; Changsha’s International Airport (with China’s 5th 

largest terminal) offers direct international flights to Bangkok, Hong Kong, Seoul, Taipei and 

Singapore. High-speed trains connect Changsha with most major cities from Beijing in the 

north to Shenzhen in the south, and the newly constructed subway system has started 

operating. ATM international card withdrawals are possible, there already has Citibank， 

HSBC ， Bank of East Asia ， Standard Chartered Bank. Internet is fast and reliable and 

there are 3-D Imax cinemas showing international movies in English. Starbucks, McDonalds, 

KFC, Pizza Hut have numerous outlets here, and international supermarkets (Carrefour, Metro, 

Wal-Mart) as well as chain stores (Uniqlo, M&H, C&A, Muji) have already set up. 

Other positives are the friendliness of the local people, the excitement of learning to live 

within a very Chinese culture, and the spicy Hunan food. As well, the very low cost of living 

provides a high savings potential. Of course there are also some frustrations, largely to do 

with the difficulties of cultural and linguistic interface. Consequently, I think it is true to say 

that outgoing, self-starting types thrive best in this kind of environment: I hope this is you! 

 

 


