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Welcome

AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF an expansive and beautiful 
campus approximately an hour from Paris, and built on the 
foundations of an unrivalled heritage, École des Roches is now 
entering a period of ambitious growth and development not 
only in terms of its curricular and pastoral provision but also in 
terms of its physical facilities for teaching and learning and for 
boarding with a €43 million investment. 

Underpinning everything that we do, is the aim that each pupil 
not only gets fulfilment and enjoyment from their school 
years but leaves the school with an understanding and value 
of self and with the necessary skills and knowledge to succeed 
at university and in the wider world. That success depends not 
only on high academic and extra-curricular achievement but 
also on having acquired the necessary human skills and values 
that will enable them to operate in a global society. 

The responsibility for nurturing the development and well-
being of each individual pupil in this way extends beyond the 
classroom and our shared ambitions for the education of your 
child can only be fully realised through working effectively in 
a spirit of partnership between home and school. As such we 
welcome and encourage regular contact with you as parents. 

I invite you to visit École des Roches, to meet its staff and 
pupils, and to learn more of what this unique school has to 
offer and its ambitious plans for the future.

David Dowdles 
Director General
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Esprit
des
Roches

FOUNDED IN 1899 by the sociologist Edmond Demolins, 
École des Roches is an exclusive co-educational day and 
boarding school located in the small town of Verneuil-sur-
Avre, in the heart of the beautiful Normandy countryside. 
We welcome students aged from 6 years to 18 years 
of age to our Primary, Middle and High school. 

We have educated generations of illustrious students over the 
years. Our education philosophy is as innovative as it was one 
hundred years ago. Based on universal and deeply humanist 
values, we work with each and every student to promote 
their love of learning, awaken their intellectual curiosity, and 
develop them today to prepare for the rest of their lives. 
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 “Our students  
embrace different 
cultures, become  
fluent in foreign 
languages and  
learn to become 

connected,  
respectful  

global citizens.”
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WE ARE IMMENSELY PROUD to have developed such an 
enriching and open-minded international environment 
at École des Roches. Our students embrace different 
cultures, become fluent in foreign languages and learn 
to become connected, respectful global citizens.

École des Roches is part of the GEMS Education 
global network of schools providing innovative 
education programmes in 250 schools in 13 countries. 
It is a truly global offering that provides strong 
and world leading academic foundations, sharing 
the values and spirit of the school’s founders. 

The philanthropic arm of GEMS Education is the Varkey 
Foundation. Similar to the ethos of École des Roches, 
the Varkey family understand that giving back and 
teaching social responsibility will ensure that many who 
are less fortunate can gain access to a quality education 
and a high standard of teaching. The Foundation 
believe amazing educators should be celebrated and 
in 2013 launched the Global Teacher Prize (dubbed 
the Nobel Prize for teaching) to give teachers from 
all over the world the recognition they deserve.

 Global
outlook
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“For over a  
century we have 

continued to provide 
a world-class 

education to many 
generations of our 
original students.”

Did you know...
IN 1911 SCOUTING began at École des Roches to start 
equipping students with practical skills for life

IN 1912 THE FIRST SWIMMING POOL in a French 
school was opened at École des Roches

IN 1940 WORLD EVENTS reached the school and students 
were evacuated as the German Army took over

IN 1944 THE SCHOOL was freed from occupation 
and normal school life was re-established

IN 1968 THE SCHOOL welcomed the first female students
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Our
heritage

ÉCOLE DES ROCHES boast a proud and rich heritage. 
Founded in 1899 by sociologist Edmond Demolins, 
we were the first “new school” of France, taking an 
innovative approach to education which was seen 
as ahead of its time. For over a century we have 
continued to provide a world-class education to 
many generations of our original students.

Over the years the school campus has grown to a 
150 acre site, and the boarding houses increased to 
a total of 12, housing over 400 students. The original 
boarding houses Le Vallon, Les Pins, Le Coteau, Les 
Sablons and La Guichardiere were opened between 
1899 – 1902 and housed boys only. In 1968, the 
school opened its doors to female students.
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A close-knit 
community
OUR STUDENTS ARE CURIOUS about each other 
and the world around them. At École des Roches, 
your child will learn important values of tolerance, 
sensitivity and resilience which will prove invaluable 
to them at university and in their future careers.

The school has been an integral part of the local community 
for over 100 years. For example, groups of student volunteers 
carry on the tradition of visiting the elderly in the La 
Vannerie retirement home in the local village. The elderly 
residence have enjoyed being taught computer skills by 
the students, reiterating the old adage – ‘You’re never too 
old to learn something new.’ They also undertake valuable 
work with local charities and humanitarian societies.
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École des Roches is not just a  
boarding school. We are host to a 
multi-cultural community where 
dozens of languages are spoken and 
over 40 nationalities live together in 
a warm and friendly environment.
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The perfect 
environment
SITUATED IN 150 ACRES, our campus has extensive 
landscaped gardens and woodlands. It is a secure 
environment where students enjoy a wide range of 
sports and art activities. Only 3 kilometres away is 
the pretty Normandy town of Verneuil-sur-Avre. 

From our picturesque location we are ideally placed for 
our students to experience local cultural heritage. Slightly 
further afield, they enjoy visits to Paris, the capital of 
France and the heart of traditional European culture. As 
well as the museums and monuments of Paris, students 
often visit Deauville and the D-Day beaches, Mont Saint-
Michel, Chartres and its cathedral and the Loire Valley. 

Located in the beautiful Normandy 
countryside just 115 kilometres 
from Paris, École des Roches 
is easily accessible yet a world 
away from the bustle of the city. 
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A home  
from home

Our boarding houses have recently undergone a 
major refurbishment programme, enabling students 
to enjoy stunning new modern facilities. 

STUDENTS LIVE in spacious rooms with 
two to eight beds. Here they can work and 
relax with their friends. There are 12 houses 
in total and students are split according to 
age and gender. The houses are inspired 
by the traditional English private school 
system and are both a benchmark and a 
place to learn about life in a community.

Students are aged 6 years to 18 years old 
and come from all parts of the world. Full 
boarding means that students can stay 
at school throughout the school term 
including weekends. Some of our students 
are weekly boarders who return to homes 
in France over the weekend. Each house is 
run by caring and supportive house masters 
who, as authentic parental substitutes, 
have responsibility for the education and 
well-being of the students in their care. 

Unique to our school, we operate a Captains 
System. The boarding parents of each 
of the 12 houses nominate key first year 
children as ‘Leaders’. These will be selected 
not just for their individual qualities but 
also where it will help their confidence and 
development. Having proved themselves 
responsible and trustworthy, the ‘Leaders’ 
are made ‘Captains’ in their second year. 
Each house has multiple Captains who 
are recognised for their maturity and 
empathy towards fellow students.

The school restaurant is run by an award-
winning chef who produces a variety 
of delicious and healthy French and 
international cuisine for the students. 
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Our  
campus
LOCATED IN THE beautiful Normandy 
countryside just 115 kilometres from Paris, École 
des Roches is easily accessible yet a world away 
from the bustle of the city. Situated in 150 acres, 
our campus has extensive landscaped gardens 
and woodlands. It is a secure environment 
where students enjoy a wide range of sports 
and art activities. Only 3 kilometres away is the 
pretty Normandy town of Verneuil-sur-Avre. 

CAMPUS MAP

1 LES ACACIAS

2 LES PINS

3 ACADEMIC BLOCK

4 THEATER

5 LE COTEAU & LES SABLONS

6 MASLACQ

7 LA COLLINE

8 LA PRAIRIE

9 RESTAURANT

10 ARTS CENTRE

11 LE VALLON

12 OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL

13 ATHLETICS STADIUM

14  SPORTS CENTRE: PING PONG, 
BOXING AND MARTIAL ARTS

15 GYMNASIUM

16  INDOOR AND OUTDOOR TENNIS COURTS

17 BASKETBALL COURTS

18  GO KARTING CIRCUIT

19 LANDING STRIP

20  EQUESTRIAN CENTRE

21 GOLF DRIVING RANGE 



É C O L E  D E S  R O C H E S

17

3

4

5

7

8

15

16

14
17

9

6

18

192021

16

16



É C O L E  D E S  R O C H E S

18



É C O L E  D E S  R O C H E S

19

Investing
in the future

THE WORK WILL INCLUDE renovation 
of boarding houses, teaching and 
sporting facilities, as well as general 
ground works and improvements.

The project, being undertaken by ‘Bouygues 
Construction’, will be conducted in various 
stages to complete within around 3 years.

The first phase of work was completed in 
the summer of 2016 with refurbishment 
of 5 of our boarding houses.

The second phase of grounds and 
facilities work will include:

— Building a new restaurant  
— Updating the academic block 
— Updating the equestrian centre 
— Updating the sports facilities 
— Updating the airstrip for the flying school 
— Creation of a new golf practice area

The entire campus now has high speed WiFi, 
offering a 100Mb/s connection speed, as 
well as campus wide hotspots, offering our 
students optimal internet connection.

GEMS Education is investing up to €43 million 
for renovation and development, which will see the 
school move into an exciting new era in the story 
of our long and proud history of 116 years.



Ages  
and stages
PRIMARY for students age 6 years to 11 years

MIDDLE SCHOOL for students age 11 years to 14 years

HIGH SCHOOL for students age 15 years to 18 years 

PROGRAMMES:

FRENCH BACCALAUREATE

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE

FRENCH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE (FLE)
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What makes us different?
THE IDENTIFICATION of our students’ strengths, 
weaknesses and skills. A contract of engagement is 
drawn up for students who require closer monitoring

OUR WILLINGNESS to embrace and 
integrate new technologies

INTENSIVE study courses

PERSONAL FOLLOW-UP with all students
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Primary
FOR STUDENTS AGE 6 YEARS TO 11 YEARS

OUR BI-LINGUAL (French and English) primary school offers 
personal attention to ensure our students develop core 
skills in reading, writing, numeracy, and speaking. From 
1st to 5th grade our educational programmes meet and 
exceed the benchmarks of French National education and 
combine traditional methods of study together with the 
latest innovations to stimulate and support young learners.

As a globally aware institute we offer languages in these 
early years to give our young learners the very best 
chance of success in today’s globally focused world.

What makes us different?
OUTSIDE OF THE BILINGUAL offering of English/
French it is possible to also take additional languages 
such as Spanish, Russian or Mandarin

SKYPE CLASSES with other schools in the 
GEMS international network
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Middle School
FOR STUDENTS AGE 11 YEARS TO 14 YEARS
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DAY-TO-DAY LIFE in secondary school is all about preparing 
our students for the challenges that lie ahead. We help 
them explore their talents and discover new skills and 
capitalise on the opportunities that come their way.

Our varied academic programme includes mock tests once 
a semester, to familiarise our students with the examination 
process and help them acclimatise to the expected standards. 
98% of pupils pass the mock tests with flying colours.

In preparation for the Brevet exam, we introduce intensive 
training for 9th grade students, who have regular tests 
once every two weeks. This helps us identify any areas 
where pupils may need additional support. Passing on to 
the 10th grade is facilitated by this intensive training.

What makes us different?
DEVELOP solid working methods

DEVELOP time management skills

BUILD compelling arguments

MASTER writing, oral and visual communication

ACHIEVE greater autonomy

ORGANISE and structure their working time



“We help  
them explore  
their talents  
and discover 

new skills  
and capitalise  

on the 
opportunities  

that come  
their way.”
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High School  
(French  
Baccalaureate)
FOR STUDENTS AGE 15 YEARS TO 18 YEARS

OUR GOAL IS :

—  To prepare our students for the anticipated 
French test and Baccalaureate

—  Receive examination distinctions

—  Prepare our students for College/University  
by raising their awareness of the higher 
education requirements

—  Provide vocational guidance and assistance

How will we achieve this?
REGULAR AND PROGRESSIVE training for Baccalaureate exams

MASTER writing techniques

MASTER of speaking through theatre. 11th 
grade students improve their eloquence in 
the 3rd quarter of this academic year

BALANCE school time, regular in-class examinations, 
mock test, daily studies and personal follow up

PHILOSOPHY initiation 

INTELLECTUAL competitions



International  
Baccalaureate
ÉCOLE DES ROCHES is an IB Diploma Programme World School 
offering the International Baccalaureate to multi-national 
students aged 16 to 19 years old. The Diploma Programme is 
a demanding and challenging curriculum, extending over two 
years for dynamic and enthusiastic students eager to pursue 
their higher education in France or abroad. Students who 
wish may also prepare a French/English Bilingual Diploma. 

The curriculum consists of six subject groups: Studies in 
language and literature, Language acquisition, Individuals 
and Societies, Sciences, Mathematics and the Arts.

THE DP CORE PROGRAMME 

—  The extended essay is an independent, self-directed 
piece of research, finishing with a 4,000-word paper 
preparing students for university studies

—  Theory of knowledge, in which students reflect on the nature 
of knowledge and on how we know what we claim to know

—  Creativity, activity, service, developing personal fulfilment 
through artistic, social, technical and sports activities 
conducted in the interest of those three concepts

How will we achieve this?
EVALUATION criteria of the International 
Baccalaureate diploma

SPORT OR ARTISTIC ACTIVITIES each day

INTRODUCTORY courses on visual arts for 
pupils who choose this subject

INTELLECTUAL COMPETITIONS, regular mock 
exams, daily studies, personal follow up
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French  
as a 
Foreign 
Language

EVERY YEAR, students aged from 6 years to 18 years from 
more than 120 countries come to École des Roches to learn 
French and other languages. We are the only school offering 
complete French immersion courses in France, which support 
French language learning and integrate international pupils 
into our everyday classrooms as quickly as possible.

Our goal is to teach students from all backgrounds to speak 
French fluently, allowing every student to join our boarding 
pupils quickly, smoothly and seamlessly. We also offer short 
programmes for short term pupils who may be keen to give 
their French skills a boost.

We love to teach our beautiful language to pupils of all 
nationalities and at all levels. That’s why we developed our 
very own French teaching method, the widely renowned 
‘Roches FLE’. 
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IMMERSIVE LEARNING 
École des Roches is the only school in France 
to offer a complete and successful French 
immersion programme in a French-speaking 
environment for students regardless of 
their level of French or their length of stay.

FRENCH AT EVERY LEVEL 
Whether students are spending 3 weeks 
with us, or enrolling for a full school year in 
France, we tailor our French teaching to their 
level. We teach at four crucial levels, offering 
carefully designed courses at each stage. 

WINTER COURSES: IMMERSION PROGRAMME  
The Winter Immersion programme is 
dedicated for students who have their 
summer holidays at the beginning of the 
year. We propose a 4 or 6 week course 
in January/February. Thereby anyone 
attending the winter programme has 
the advantage of living and working 
with our full time French students. 

SUMMER COURSES  
Every year, École des Roches offers a 
series of summer courses designed 
specifically for French and international 
students aged 8 years to 18 years old, from 
beginners to advanced level. We provide 
classes in English or French. Students 
can take between 2–9 weeks which 
usually run through June till August.

We provide age-appropriate accommodation 
for every student in our 10 large boarding 
residences. With adult supervision provided 
by our dedicated house masters and our 
experienced, dynamic teaching staff, we 
ensure a safe, inspiring and enjoyable 
experience which will substantially improve 
every student’s grasp of language.

OUR CAMPUS FEATURES:

ATHLETICS STADIUM

BASKETBALL COURTS

EQUESTRIAN FACILITY

FITNESS CENTRE

GO-KARTING CIRCUIT

GOLF DRIVING RANGE AND PUTTING GREEN 

GYMNASIUM

OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL

SOCCER, AND RUGBY FIELDS

THEATRE

7 TENNIS COURTS (2 INDOOR)

In addition to our world class facilities, we 
enjoy access to the beautiful Normandy 
countryside, right on our doorstep.

We focus on:
THE DEVELOPMENT of oral and 
written skills in French

SMALL NUMBERS of approximately 
12 students per class

AGE AND LEVEL distribution

VARIETY of sports and cultural activities

DISCOVERY of French 
patrimony/ way of life 

T.C.F TEST (for the French programme)

PREPARATION for the DELF
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Enriching
experience

OUR STUDENTS LEARN about the eco-system from an early 
age. The campus ponds bring biology lessons to life, the 
children plant trees and learn to appreciate the importance 
of their natural surroundings. Specialist talks from external 
animal and nature experts enlighten and ignite passions that 
last a lifetime. It’s the perfect environment to focus young 
minds and develop well-rounded, responsible global citizens.

Students are also made aware of social responsibility and 
sustainable development. They have been involved in a 
reforestation project in partnership with the agricultural 
school of Chambray. One of the many rewarding extra-
curricular activities was the manufacture of nesting 
boxes and hedgehog shelters. They have also worked 
with the local municipality on recycling projects.



“ It’s the perfect 
environment to  

focus young minds  
and develop  

well-rounded,  
responsible  

global citizens.” 
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École 
des Roches 
for life

OUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION was established in 1910, and 
for over one hundred years we have instructed many 
generations of French and international families from 
around the world. We are extremely proud of all our 
alumni. Many of today’s most influential and recognisable 
business leaders are former students of École des Roches, 
including Michelin, Taittinger, Schlumberger, Peugeot, 
Bauche, Henessy, Martel and Hersant. 

No matter which country our students come from, or 
where they go after leaving École des Roches, they all 
graduate as Rocheux Alumni, with an excellent French 
education and connections for life. 
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Did you know...
 
WE HAVE INSTRUCTED many generations 
of French and International families from 
around the world. Many of todays most 
influential and recognisable business 
leaders are former students of Ecole des 
Roches, including Michelin, Tattinger, 
SCHLUMBERGER, PEUGEOT, BAUCHE, 
HENESSY, MARTEL and HERSANT.
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