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A growing 
secondary section, 

part of an exciting 3-19 
community learning hub 

in the heart of 
Wealdstone

‘Pupils’ attitudes 
towards learning 
are exceptional’

(OFSTED)

Whitefriars School is a member of the Heathland 
Whitefriars Federation. In September 2015, 
in recognition of the Federation’s outstanding 
leadership, we opened our new secondary 
section. With our new state-of-the-art building and 
experienced and well-qualified staff, we are now 
offering our first students the best possible start to 
their secondary education.

In May 2018 OFSTED graded our school as 
outstanding.

Our students make rapid progress in an 
environment of love and care without bells and 
detentions. Our school is a strong family where 

expectations are high, values are positive, 
forgiveness is abundant and children are 
treasured. We believe that anyone can learn 
anything and the growth mind-set underpins 
everything we do.

We look forward to working closely with each 
and every one of you to find friendship, fun and 
success as we build a bright future together. We 
love our schools and we are sure you will too.

Lucy Caswell – Executive Headteacher

Jonathan Watson – Associate Headteacher 
(Secondary)
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‘Pupils from a diverse 
range of backgrounds are 
welcomed into the school. 
They receive the support 
and encouragement they 

need to excel’
(OFSTED)

We provide a broad and balanced curriculum of 
the highest quality. It provides access to the best 
that has been thought and said, allows students 
to appreciate human creativity and achievement 
whilst promoting their spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development.

Our subject specialist teaching develops mastery 
of essential level skills in English, Mathematics, 
Science, languages and humanities as well as 
providing exciting learning opportunities in art, 
technology, sports, drama and music. We offer 
academic and applied pathways, including 
the English Baccalaureate. There is a focus on 
Computing where students utilise a variety of 
programming languages to design and develop 
their own programmes.

Throughout the year students consider a range 
of themes in order to provide the broader and 
integrated experience necessary for high levels 
of learning and thinking so that students can 
become successful citizens of their local and wider 
communities. Issues relating to these themes are 

explored in lessons and are explored upon via an 
innovative programme of trips, visits and reading. 
The themes are:

• How does the earth operate?

• How has Britain changed and developed?

•  Who has the power and why is there so much 
conflict in the world?

• How can we live morally?

• What are human lives like?

• What ideas have shaped our world?

We provide every student with their own iPad to 
manage their learning, timetable, home learning 
and feedback from teachers.

We place a real emphasis on reading and turn 
our year groups into giant book clubs where 
they share the special experience of reading and 
discussing the same book.

Curriculum

Ethos

‘All pupils are seen 
as individuals. Staff 
go out of their way 
to ensure all pupils 
are fully included in 

school’
(OFSTED)

Facilities

Our students make rapid progress in an 
environment of love and care without bells and 
detentions. Our school is a strong family where 
expectations are high, values are positive, 

forgiveness is abundant and children are 
treasured. We believe that anyone can learn 
anything and the growth mindset underpins 
everything we do.

Our large new buildings offer a wide range of 
extensive facilities including:

•  Class leading ICT and library facilities in a 
dedicated study centre

•  Dance and drama studios

•  Modern, well equipped science labs

•  Specialist facilities for catering, horticulture and 
media production

•  Large music centre with a suite of practice rooms

•  Digital media studios with radio and TV stations

•  Specialist art and design studios

•  A large, well equipped sports hall

•  A spacious theatre

•  Attractive sixth form study and common  
room areas

•  All weather sports pitches

•  An attractive dining area with all day café

•  Extensive grounds and green spaces

We have a fabulous resident chef who cooks fresh 
food on site, often using fruit and vegetables that 
we have grown in our very own garden.

‘High quality 
teaching ensures 

that pupils continue 
to make exceptional 

progress in Key  
Stage 3’
(OFSTED)

5

4



Beyond the curriculum
Values
Our ethos and curriculum is 
underpinned by a set of positive, 
shared values which help us 
to work and learn with one 
another co-operatively and with 
respect. We learn the importance 
of friendship and unity, and 
how to approach life with 
positivity and hope. The whole 
staff team and all pupils are 
involved in promoting values and 
recognising their positive effects 
around the school.

We offer a whole variety of extra-curricular clubs to 
provide first class enrichment so that students can 
discover new interests and enhance their skills. Our 
clubs include art, textiles, photography, gardening, 
cooking, media, gadget and origami.

We offer musical opportunities through our large 
orchestra, choirs and ensembles including steel 
pans, dohl and guitar clubs. There is a thriving 
choir and rock band and every student has the 
opportunity to learn a variety of musical instruments.

Our sports clubs include football, netball, cricket, 
badminton, rugby, basketball, weekly workout, 
gymnastics, athletics and dance. We enter many 
competitions and students excel when representing 
the school in teams. Outdoor pursuits, such as 
sailing and orienteering, assist with team building 
and developing confidence.

Every young person gets involved in drama 
productions every year and we run our own  
radio station.

We have our very own forest area where students 
learn outside; sing around bonfires and take part 
in nature trails. We also keep a rabbit which our 
students look after.

Every student is in a small form group with a tutor 
who looks after their care and wellbeing in our 
school. These lovely form tutors are the main link 
between school and home. Furthermore every 
year group has a Head of Year who ensures that 
every student in their year group is happy and 
takes advantages of the vast opportunities that our 
school offers.

Our students work towards the achievement of 
various badges relating to our clubs, values and 
curriculum enrichment. The collection of these 
badges then allows them to work towards their 
Headteacher awards.
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The behaviour of 
pupils is outstanding. 

The school is a 
calm, orderly place’ 

(OFSTED) ‘The school 
promotes a strong 

values-based 
education that binds 

the community 
remarkably well’ 

(OFSTED)

Unity

Responsibility

Thoughtfulness

Patience

HarmonyTrust

Appreciation

Determination

Friendship

Respect

Courage



Home learning
Students receive regular, short and structured 
home learning activities. The purpose of these is 
to deepen and consolidate current learning and 
to introduce new learning that will relate to future 
lessons. These are all organised into online home 
learning booklets which allow for first class and 
immediate feedback via innovative software.

Engaging with parents
We have a highly visible and responsive 
leadership team and teaching staff who will 
always find time to talk to parents and carers 
about their child’s needs. Our schools are built 
on strong partnerships with families and the 
local community.

We formally report to parents about their child’s 
progress three times a year. These reports detail 
their children’s achievements and next steps 
together with how they can help their children 
achieve their targets. These are discussed at  
three parents evenings which are held  
throughout the year. 
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Our lessons are characterised by:

•  Active learning and active teaching

•  Creative experiences with sparkle that engage 
our students

•  Real differentiation that includes all learners

•  Experiences which deepen learning and ensure 
mastery of key skills

•  Exploration with the development of 
independence

•  Language rich learning with lots of speaking  
and listening

•  Opportunities to solve problems, refine skills and 
be resilient learners

•  Explicit development of skills for thinking  
and learning

•  Cultural awareness and celebration of diversity

•  Cross curricular study through enquiry-based 
topics

•  Learning outdoors as well as indoors

•  An emphasis on social and emotional literacy, 
team work and respect

•  Equipping students to be successful citizens in 
modern Britain

Our philosophy that everyone can learn and 
achieve anything means that we do not label or 
set our students but instead ensure that everyone is 
focusing on their precise next steps in small classes.

Teaching and learning
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Contact us

Awards
All our pupils have Record of Achievement pages 
in their planners to record their merits.

Merits are awarded for students who are aiming 
to be even better. These merits allow them to work 
towards a Bronze, Silver or Gold Award  
each year. 

Upon achievement of these awards pupils receive 
certificates, mentions in assemblies, recognition in 
newsletters and an invitation to the bronze, silver 
and gold reward trips. Achievement of the gold 
award accords certain responsibilities within school. 
If a student achieves a gold award in all of the three 
year groups then their name will be inscribed on the 
‘Roll of Honour’.

For details of our open mornings and open evening, 
admissions policy and more information about 
Whitefriars School, contact us at:

Email: office@whitefriars.harrow.sch.uk
Telephone: 020 8427 2080
Website: www.whitefriarssecondary.net

Student support

House system

Our experienced teachers take a positive, 
coaching approach to motivating our pupils 
through praise and recognition. Tutor groups and 
subject teaching groups are small and this allows 
us to get to know each child as an individual and 
build strong relationships that last. 

Young people who need to build their English skills 
are given effective support and achieve at least 
as well as their peers. Students with learning or 
social needs are supported through a range of 
interventions and individualised programmes to 
ensure they also achieve well and develop high 
self-esteem.

We do not have a list of rules or a detention system 
but instead use education, nurture and our shared 
values to successfully turn occasional poor choices 
into valuable learning opportunities.
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We have a hugely successful house system 
where forms take part in friendly completion 
in a range of activities. These include sports, 
cooking and photography.

Year 7
Gold Award

Holders

Year 7
Silver Award

Holders

Year 7
Bronze Award

Holders



Whitefriars School
Whitefriars Avenue, Harrow HA3 5RQ

Telephone: 020 8427 2080
Website: www.whitefriarssecondary.net
Email: office@whitefriars.harrow.sch.uk

Executive Headteacher: L E Caswell
Associate Headteacher (Secondary): J Watson 
Associate Headteacher (SENCO): F Hopkins
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