
Waihi School 
A Boy’s Education for Life



Waihi School
Waihi is an independent preparatory school for boys aged 
eight to thirteen. We cater for both day and boarding boys 
from Year 4 to Year 8. Situated north of Winchester in South 
Canterbury on 10 hectares of attractive grounds, Waihi is a 
small, family-oriented school with Christian values. 

For over one hundred years boys have enjoyed a 
remarkable education here in the heart of beautiful South 
Canterbury. The boys of today are no different, they travel 
from across the South Island, and beyond, to live, grow and 
learn in our very special school. The pages of our prospectus 
will give you a snapshot of our wonderful environment 
however there is no better way of appreciating this than to 
pay us a visit, and I hope that you will do so soon.

The sign over the gate claims that Waihi is A Boy’s Education for Life,  
and it is indeed the big picture that we look at when designing an experience 
that will help the Waihi Boy to grow and develop. The formative years of 
your son’s education are extremely important. The experiences, values and 
challenges presented to him at this stage are fundamental in helping to 
shape and determine his views, attitudes, dispositions and ultimate success 
for his future years. 

A visit to Waihi will reveal the school’s happy, purposeful atmosphere.  
I would be delighted to welcome you and your son and introduce you to our 
students. You can explore our wonderful school setting, listen to the boys 
tell you for themselves about their lives here and discover just how Waihi  
is really making a difference for yet another generation of young boys.

ALLAN SHORT  HEADMASTER
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History
Waihi was named after the nearby river. The 
founder and first headmaster, Joseph R Orford, 
opened the school doors for the first time on  
5 September 1907 to just three boys. He was a quite 
exceptional character, graduating with First Class 
Honours in Classics and a triple blue in sports 
from Cambridge University in England. In addition 
to being a top academic and sportsman, he was a 
deeply humble man, who placed great importance in 
the welfare of the boys, compassion and generosity 
of spirit and strength of character, instilling an ethos 
at Waihi that still flourishes today.

The Orford years produced outstanding 
individuals, including Randal Burdon, New 
Zealand’s best-known professional historian of the 
time; Roger Blunt, a Wisden Cricketer of the Year 
who toured England with New Zealand on two 
occasions; Bill Hamilton, inventor of the jet-boat; 
and Charles Upham, who won the Victoria Cross 
twice during the Second World War. 

Waihi values and respects its traditions and for 
over a century its old boys have done outstandingly 
well in their chosen fields. Today, the thriving Waihi 
Association continues to ensure that friendships 
and links forged in schooldays last a lifetime.



The school crest is a white Maltese cross on a 
dark blue background. (This is also the crest of 
Joseph Orford’s Shrewsbury School Rowing Club.) 

The eight points of the cross represent 
the eight beatitudes, which originated from 
the Sermon on the Mount. This symbolism 
has been built on through history in many 
ways. The Knights Hospitaller adopted eight 
obligations or aspirations: to live in truth, to 
have faith, to repent of one’s sins, to give proof 
of humility, to love justice, to be merciful, to 

be sincere and wholehearted, and to endure 
persecution. More recently, the St John 
Ambulance adapted the beatitudes to their 
own uses: to be observant, tactful, resourceful, 
dexterous, explicit, discriminating, persevering 
and sympathetic. 

All of these values hold true today for 
Waihi School; they help our boys become good 
young men who are compassionate, confident, 
courageous citizens prepared to contribute to 
their communities.

Waihi is an Anglican school, and in a world where 
traditional values are being constantly challenged 
and eroded, an education rooted in a solid 
Christian values system is as relevant now as it 
ever has been. 

Since the school’s foundation, boys have 
attended regular services at the historic Anglican 
church of St John the Evangelist; built in 
Winchester in 1879, the church was moved in 1972 
to the school grounds.

The week starts with a Monday morning  
chapel service, setting the tone for our week 
ahead, placing emphasis on good manners, 
courtesy, considerate behaviour, graciousness and 
respect. The chapel is also used for special services 
such as Anzac Day and even for weddings and 
christenings.

Boys are encouraged to participate in chapel 
duties, for instance serving as sacristans or singing 
in the choir. On other occasions the choir may 
visit local communities and churches to sing or to 
support South Canterbury events.
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Creativity is about fresh thinking. It is also a 
highly personal process. Skills are needed, of 
course, and small class sizes enable our staff 
to deliver focused tuition, providing not only 
opportunities for the most able boys to extend 
themselves, but also dedicated learning support 
for those who need it. 

The real driver of the creative process is 
enabling the individual boy to whet his appetite 
for discovery and unlock his passion for the 
task at hand. Skilled teaching staff know how 
to hook boys in to a subject and then pass on 
the responsibility for exploring and creating to 
the individual.

Boys can be creative in all areas of school 
life but this shows through particularly strongly 
in the fields of music, drama, technology and 
the arts. The arts and technology programme 
gives boys the opportunity to explore areas such 
as visual arts, filmmaking, wood technology, 
drama, dance, photography, food technology, 
craft and model-making – all of which are rich 
in possibilities for the creative mind.
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Albert Einstein once said that it is 
a miracle curiosity survives a formal 
education. In a world increasingly 
risk-averse, we know that it is through 
being adventurous and moving out 
of your comfort zone that the best 
learning takes place.

It can take courage to go out on a 
limb and break new ground, to express 
a different opinion to your peers or to 
try something new for the first time, 
but that is exactly what Waihi boys are 
encouraged to do, every day.

In the early years children, and boys 
in particular, want to learn about their 
world by exploring their surroundings 
in ever widening circles. And that 
is where learning should remain for 
a lifetime – in the learner’s hands. 
Through an inquiry-based learning 
approach we acknowledge that learning 
is not something that is done to us, or 
something we ‘get’ ... it is something we 
create for ourselves, over a lifetime. 

Waihi boys explore, inquire and 
investigate, and are developing the 
skills to take responsible risks in 
learning about their world. They 
have a purpose to their learning, and 
this is more than mere knowledge 
acquisition: it is about gaining a 
deeper understanding. Technology is 
an integral part of that process: each 
boy has his own personal device, and 
our classrooms and learning spaces are 
set up to take advantage of the latest 
eLearning resources.
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At Waihi we aim not merely to get the 
best out of the boy, but to give each boy 
everything that he needs to thrive. We 
want to help him discover what he enjoys 
most and to help him excel at it, both in 
the classroom and in cultural, sporting 
and recreational areas. We encourage 
boys to try everything.

Waihi is well equipped indoors and 
out for boys to experience learning 
and follow their passions. Specialist 
classrooms such as the science lab, or 
art room, spaces for music and drama 
and extensive grounds all form the 
backdrop for boys to excel.

Without a doubt Waihi boys are 
passionate about their interests – 
whether it is playing in the pipe band, 
singing in the choir, programming in 
technology, practising their instrument 
or sitting engrossed in a book in the 
library. Nowhere is this passion more 
visibly displayed than when they are 
playing sport. 

Literally and metaphorically every 
boy takes pride in pulling on the jersey. 
In winter the boys play rugby, hockey, 
basketball and soccer, switching in 
summer to cricket, tennis, swimming 
and touch. Through fixtures with other 
schools, boys achieve local and national 
representation in many sports.

Sport and physical education are an 
essential part of character development 
at Waihi, and everyone plays in a team. 
The staff provides consistent, high-quality 
coaching. Sport also helps boys learn 
the lessons of team commitment and 
self-reliance as they participate in fixtures 
with other preparatory, primary and 
intermediate schools. Many individual 
sports are catered for, too, including 
athletics, swimming, road cycling and 
mountain biking.

Boys have the opportunity to feed 
the school chickens, raise lambs, or help 
in the veggie garden. For some, gaining 
selection for the mowing squad in Year 8 
is a way of fulfilling a personal goal. 
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Boarding is at the heart of Waihi life. We 
believe that boarding helps boys to develop 
self-management skills and independence, grow 
in confidence, and above all learn the value and 
importance of being members of a community. 
Our dayboys, too, benefit from many aspects of 
the routines and experiences of a boarding school 
and all live and work together harmoniously.

Boys may take advantage of a modern 
boarding system that includes the options of 
full-time or weekly boarding as well as short-term 
stays for dayboys, allowing a high level of access 
for all families; some two-thirds of the pupils are 
full-time boarders.

Four staff families, including the Headmaster, 
live on-site, as do four overseas gap tutors and the 
school matron. Dedicated staff, along with older 
boys serving as mentors, nurture the youngest 
boarders, helping to ensure they settle in to 
school life. 

We believe firmly in ‘down time’ and 
encouraging boys to be themselves – even if it’s 
simply to wander down to the Waihi River to fish, 
skim stones or cook supper over a fire. 

There are plenty of activities to fill the 
evenings, such as swimming in our indoor pool, 
mountain biking, martial arts, chess, table tennis, 
skateboarding, scootering, climbing on the 
adventure playground, or simply building a den. 

Each term, the staff plan a full and varied 
weekend activity programme, which includes, 
for instance, farm and beach visits, paintballing, 
skiing, hiking and ice-skating. 

As members of the school community, all boys 
also perform duties, such as being on the mowing 
squad, sweeping the boot-room, and helping in the 
kitchen (the most important room in the school 
for many boys, and where our in-house catering 
staff provide a fantastic range of meals from 
breakfast to supper each day). 



Whilst achievement in the classroom is crucial, 
Waihi offers a broad and balanced education, and 
we seek to find exactly what presses the buttons of 
every boy, allowing them to discover their talents 
and fulfil their potential. Education in the 21st 
century is presenting a very different challenge 
to our schools, and our challenge is to blend the 
best of our traditions with the needs of our boys 
today. Prep schools need to give boys a breadth of 
experience: sports, arts, cultural, spiritual activities 
alongside the traditional academics. Our rule is 
that every boy tries everything – be it swimming, 
learning French, singing or giving a speech!

We understand how boys think and learn. We 
present them with opportunities and challenges 
that seek to inspire and motivate. And whilst we 
foster those qualities that help boys mature into 
young men, Waihi is also a place where a boy has 
the freedom to simply be a boy, and our unique 
rural environment gives them many opportunities 
to play and learn together.

Waihi is a family, a cohesive community drawn 
together by customs, traditions and a strong sense 
of belonging. Events throughout the year, such 
as Grandparents Day, bring the wider family into 
school to share time with our boys. 

We look out for one another: peers and staff 
provide extensive pastoral care to ensure every 
Waihi boy responds to the challenge of personal 
development.
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