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Welcome to
Our School

At Wombourne High School we place 
the highest value on hard work, positivity 
and kindness. We believe that a successful 
education allows young people to discover 
their gifts and talents, and then through 
hard work success ensues. Wombourne 
High School is committed to a positive 
ethos, to a belief that great things are 
possible, and to an environment where 
kindness is a hallmark of all that is achieved.
Wombourne High School was renamed in 
September 2019 (formally Ounsdale High School). 
The new name reflects an exciting time for the 
school. A new 10 classroom Maths and History 
teaching block opened in September 2020, the 
reception area of the school has been remodelled, 
and, the amazing news has recently been released 
that the DfE is funding a new practical block that 
will be built in the 2021-2022 academic year.

We are extremely proud of our students at 
Wombourne, visitors to the school frequently 
comment on their confident, friendly approach 
and their enjoyment of learning. We offer an 
enriched, enjoyable curriculum that enables each 
child to develop their personal and employability 
skills through visits, competitions, clubs and 
memorable learning experiences.

We aim for excellence in all things. We recognise 
the importance of good examination results 

for our students’ future success. We believe 
the academically talented should strive for 
the very best universities, the sportsmen and 
women should play for England, the Performing 
Artists should head for the West End, and the 
practically minded students should aim for the 
most prestigious apprenticeships. However, an 
outstanding education is not solely qualification 
orientated and therefore we seek to develop 
students into kind, compassionate, well rounded 
young people.

As a founder member of the Invictus Education 
Multi-Academy Trust, Wombourne High School 
is part of a carefully planned collaboration 
between six self-selecting, highly successful 
schools. Within the Trust each school retains 
its own separate identity, but all members 
are totally committed to working together to 
ensure that each of our students receives the 
best possible education. Through combining 
our efforts, we have extended and enriched 
the opportunities available in order to give our 
students access to the best possible outcomes 
in terms of both examination results and wider 
educational experiences.

Thanks to the excellent Invictus IT platform 
virtual learning at Wombourne took place 
throughout national lock downs. The efforts 
the school went to were even mentioned in the 
House of Commons!

WELCOME / ATTAINMENT

We welcome applications from students within 
and outside of our catchment area, particularly 
those living in Dudley and Wolverhampton. 
Admissions are dealt with via the Staffordshire 
School Admissions Service and details of how to 
apply for a place can be found on our website 
(www.wombournehighschool.co.uk). Parents 
who wish to enquire about a place at other 
times during the year should contact the school 
directly.

Choosing the right secondary school is one 
of the most important decisions that you will 
make for your child and I hope that you will visit 
Wombourne High School to see the exceptional 
opportunities we offer.

Dr Gemma Smith,
HEADTEACHER

Attainment & 
Achievement 2021 
A huge congratulations to Wombourne 
High School GCSE Students, fantastic 
results that are truly well deserved. 
81% of students have achieved a grade 
4 or higher in at least 5 subjects, with 
49% achieving at least one grade 7 
or equivalent. Incredibly, 19% of our 
students have 5 or more subjects 
graded at 7+. Wombourne High School 
students worked extremely hard 
towards their GCSE qualifications and 
we are immensely proud of them. 
There are many students who stand out, 
these include Isabel Porter who achieved 8 
grade 9s and Finlay Murphy who achieved 
6 grade 9s. The highest levels of progress 
was seen in the excellent results achieved by 
Kabilraj Rajsanger, Jade Clark, Ethan Causer 
and Jacob Haggart. 

In addition to fantastic exam results, this year 
group is marked by qualities of resilience, 
determination, kindness and empathy, that are 
no less valuable than their amazing academic 
achievements. 

Congratulations to all our fantastic students. 
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Joining
our School
We recognise that the move to secondary 
school can be both exciting and daunting 
and we have an established and successful 
transition programme run by a dedicated 
and experienced team of staff to ensure 
that every child receives the support that 
they need during this process.
Each child is visited in their primary school during the 
summer term and staff will talk to them and their 
teachers about the move. This enables us to gather 
academic and social information to help us plan our 
provision and gives the students the opportunity to 
talk to us about any questions they have. All students 
will then visit Wombourne for a two day induction 
which gives them the chance to find out what 
secondary school involves and to meet staff and other 
children who will be joining us in Year 7.

We hold a new parents’ meeting during the summer 
term to give parents a further insight into what life at 
Wombourne is like and how they can support their 
child’s success. We also have an additional parents 
evening for Year 7 students and parents in October 
to review the transition and check that students have 
settled in.

Through our work with primary partners we are able 
to identify students who are vulnerable or have Special 
Educational Needs who may need extra support 
during the transition process. We have a range of 
additional programmes which enable these students to 
spend more time in school before they transfer

High Expectations
We are very proud of our students and the positive 
attitudes that they show. We have high expectations 
in terms of standards of achievement, behaviour, 
attendance, appearance and attitude and have a strong 
pastoral system to support students in meeting the 
standards set out in our Code of Conduct.

Supporting Progress
We appreciate that any student may face barriers to 
their learning at some time during their school career 
and our Student Support Team, through their regular 
reviews of student progress and communications with 
parents, will identify students who are struggling.

We have a range of effective programmes and our 
dedicated and talented team of student support 
staff will work closely with children and their parents 
to address any difficulties that may arise. Support 
services include; Learning Mentors, who support with 

improving self-esteem, organisation and revision, an 
Attendance Officer who assists students with health-
related issues and Pastoral Support Workers and 
Inclusion Assistants who provide support with other 
issues that may arise during the course of a student’s 
time at the school. The aim of all of these programmes 
is to ensure that students receive the support needed 
to enable them to continue their learning and make 
good progress.

Admissions
Wombourne High School is based in Wombourne in 
South Staffordshire but welcomes applications from 
students outside of its catchment area, particularly 
those living in Dudley and Wolverhampton. Transport 
is available from these areas.

Admissions for September 2021 2022 are being dealt 
with via the Staffordshire School Admissions Service 
and details of how to apply for a place can be found on 
their website:

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/admissions

Parents who wish to enquire about a place at other 
times during the year should contact the school 
directly.

JOINING
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CURRICULUM

Wombourne
Curriculum

4

The curriculum here at Wombourne High School provides a broad and balanced learning experience that inspires pupils to learn and achieve. 
During their five-year journey from Year 7 to Year 11, students will be working towards achieving the best possible results in terms of attainment and 
progress in 9 subjects. We also aim to ensure that students have access to subjects that will help prepare them for further and higher education and 
employment. 

We value the key subject disciplines that have 
always been found in good schools including the 
core subjects of English, Maths and Science, as well 
as; the main Humanities subjects, Modern Foreign 
Languages, Physical Education, Technology and 
a range of creative subjects such as Art, Drama 
and Music. We also offer specialist subjects such 
as Business Studies and Computing, alongside 
vocational provision: Digital Media, Business and 
Health & Social Care. Pupils’ spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural development and, within this, 
the promotion of British values, are important 
aspects of the school’s work and are addressed 
through the curriculum and wider experiences 
that students have in school. We also provide 
opportunities for students to learn the importance 
of developing a strong work ethic, good behaviour, 
taking responsibility, resilience, physical, mental 
and personal well-being and keeping themselves 
safe. Our aim here at Wombourne is to create 

confident, well rounded young people who are 
ready to take their place and be successful in society. 
This means that we seek not only to provide a 
broad and balanced range of subject disciplines, 
alongside key cross curricular skills, but will also 
develop the qualities necessary for our students to 
be confident and employable young people who 
are able to adapt to the ever changing demands of 
the world in which they live. 

www.wombournehighschool.co.uk



SUPPORT
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Years 7 to 9
Years 7, 8 and 9 provide a challenging and 
enriching learning experience that builds upon 
each child’s primary school experiences and 
develops strengths, aptitudes and interests. 
This gives students a wealth of opportunities 
to identify subjects that they are good at and 
enjoy in preparation for curriculum specialisation 
in Years 10 and 11 and in the Sixth Form. Our 
curriculum has a clear focus on the core subjects of 
English, Maths and Science and we also offer; Art; 
Computing/ ICT; Design Technology; Engineering; 
Drama; Geography; History; Modern Foreign 
Languages; Music, Physical Education, Dance and 
Religious Education. This broad and balanced 
provision is, we believe, a perfect curriculum to 
prepare our students for examination success and 
helps them to develop a thirst for knowledge and 
love of learning. At the end of Year 7 students 
choose which language (French or Spanish) 
they wish to specialise in. Throughout Years 7 
to 9 student progress is tracked to ensure that 

all students have the opportunity to fulfil their 
potential. This includes those who require stretch 
and challenge and those who need additional 
intervention, particularly in literacy and numeracy, 
to catch up with their peers. 

Years 10 & 11
In Years 10 and 11 all students study 
Mathematics, English Language, English 
Literature and Trilogy Science, students will sit 
GCSE exams in these subjects at the end of 
Year 11. Able Science students can opt to study 
three separate science GCSEs. Most students 
study French or Spanish GCSE.

Years 10 and 11 offer students a further 
degree of flexibility in their choice of subjects 
and in addition to the subjects offered in Years 
7 to 9, the options pool also includes; Business 
Studies, Food and Nutrition, Product Design, 
Health and Social Care and Digital Media. The 
majority of courses studied by students lead 
to GCSE qualifications but we also offer BTEC 

and Technical qualifications in Business, Sport, 
Health and Social Care and Digital Media.

Next Steps
Preparing students to take the next step 
is an important part of our provision and 
this includes information and guidance 
about subject choices for Year 9 and 10, 
the options available to students at the 
end of Year 11 and support with Higher 
Education, Level 1-4 Apprenticeships 
and careers. Expertise is available within 
school through our careers specialist, 
externally through our independent 
careers advice programme and online. 
This helps to raise aspirations and student 
awareness of what courses and careers 
are available.
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Where we differ from other Multi Academy Trusts is our intention to collaborate, 
across our schools, in every aspect. In the past 6 years, our students have benefited 
from this collaboration through joint learning experiences, Trust Wide enrichment and 
access to the incredible facilities within our estate. Our innovative 6th form regularly 
appears at the top of league tables and leader boards for progress, our 6th form spans 
across all 6 campuses with students transported via our Trust minibuses.

Our ‘Invictus Subject Directors’ model enables one 
expert to lead the curriculum across our 7 schools, 
ensuring consistency in learning and a wider support 
network for our teaching teams. Other areas of focus 
for our Trust are ensuring that our students enjoy 
unique opportunities and elite experiences. To do 
this we appointed a Director of Performing Arts and 
Director of Sport.

Our Invictus Sport ethos is ‘Unconquerable 
in Sport’. Competition between our schools is 
tenacious, fierce but fair and when our schools come 
together to face other schools and trusts we become 
formidable. During Miss Hatton’s time as Director 
of Sport our students have enjoyed access to sailing, 
scuba diving, golf, skeet shooting and tennis. This year 
the students even attended ‘The Championships’ at 
Wimbledon. These elite opportunities complement a 
full programme of the more traditional sports across 
all the schools. You can get an idea of the sheer 
volume of opportunities from the timetable across 
the page.

Although Mr Wingate oversees our Performing 
Arts teams, he is the first to admit that the support 
he receives from each schools performing arts 
department is a key driver behind the incredibly 
talented musicians, dancers, singers and actors. 
Coming together to perform across a number 
of platforms has further unlocked and unleashed 
that talent. Each school hosts 1 or 2 whole school 
productions each year, every one sold out across a 
number of nights. 

Our Invictus Choir has performed in some of 
the country’s most illustrious venues, including 
Birmingham Symphony Hall and the Royal Albert 
Hall. We sold out the Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre for our ‘Invictus Festival of Performing Arts’ 
meaning our students were able to perform to an 
audience of over 1200 people! 

Invictus Education Trust 
was created in March 2015 
by a group of like-minded 

schools: Crestwood, Ellowes 
Hall Sports College, Kinver 
High and Wombourne High 
School. Two schools have 
since joined us, Leasowes 
High School in Autumn 
2016 and Pedmore High 

School in September 
2018. Rufford Primary 
School became the first 

primary school to join us 
in September 2021 further 
strengthening an already 

thriving Trust.

Earlier in the year the F1 in 
Schools brand announced 

that Invictus were to become 
the first, and only, multi 

academy Trust in the UK! 
Meaning we now have the 
incredible F1 in Schools 

equipment for our students 
to use and we get the 
opportunity to host  

regional events.

F1 in Schools Academy

F1 in Schools Academy
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Invictus Values 
Our principles and standards of behaviour.

Every day, in every way,  
our students come first 
Our first and most important value.

Anything is possible
We focus on the challenge to identify it,  
our energy is spent finding a solution.

Accountability 
If it is to be, it is to be me.

Seek and seize opportunities 
We aim to deliver ‘WOW’ through 

opportunities and experiences.

Focus on relationships and  
all else will follow

Open, honest and empathic relationships  
with clear and simple communication are  

the foundations of our Trust. 

Start with the end in mind 
We identify our aspiration and put processes 
in place to exceed expectations. We celebrate 

our progress throughout the journey.

Think collaboratively 
We always ask ourselves; can we include more 

students, more of our team or more  
of our schools in anything we do?

Our 
culture is 

embraced by 
EVERYONE within 

the organisation, from 
students to CEO, and 
everyone in between. 

Come and see for 
yourself at our open 

evenings!

We are very much a Values driven Trust, 
all of our decisions are driven by our 
Values. It is very easy to say, but very 
difficult to deliver, we feel that this letter 
is firm evidence that ‘we do what we say’.

We received this letter from Baroness Berridge 
following our ‘reaction’ to the COVID 19 crisis and 
lock down period. The schools within our Trust 
delivered thousands of online lessons, supplied 
hundreds of vulnerable students with laptops and 
equipment and created an incredible virtual induction 
for our new students. 

This period has shown everyone that we truly put 
our students first, no matter what!

 
 

Baroness Berridge of the Vale of Catmose 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the School System 

Sanctuary Buildings   Great Smith Street   Westminster   London   SW1P 3BT 
tel: 0370 000 2288   www.education.gov.uk/help/contactus 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tony Bowles 
Invictus Education Trust 
Ward House 
Himley Park 
Dudley 
DY3 4DF 

3 July 2020 
 

Dear Mr Bowles,  

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank you and your colleagues 
in the Invictus Education Trust for the work you have been doing to support 
your local community during this difficult time. 
 
The Regional Schools Commissioner, Andrew Warren, has highlighted your 
brilliant work to me, including supporting local primary schools in Dudley in their 
response to lockdown and re-opening, following the Covid-19 outbreak. I 
understand you have also developed a successful online learning platform which 
pupils and parents have provided positive feedback on and which, importantly, 
has ensured strong engagement of your pupils during the lockdown period. Your 
support for more vulnerable pupils who may not have had access to the required 
technology to engage with online learning has been noted, in addition to the work 
you are doing to support online transitions for those pupils in Year 6 who will be 
moving into Year 7 in September.  
 
This support, along with remaining open throughout this period for the children 
of key workers and those who are vulnerable, has no doubt played a vital part in 
supporting the local community.  
 
I would like to wish you and the schools in your Trust all the best as we move 
forward over the next few weeks and months and thank you again for making a 
difference in your community and for your pupils.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELIZABETH BERRIDGE  
 

PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

Autumn  
Term

Spring  
Term

Summer  
Term

All Year Key 
stage 3 & 4  
+ 6th Form

Mountain Biking Clay Pigeon Shooting Football Golf Netball Academy

Gymnastics Centre Velodrome Cycling Aqua Park Football Academy

Kinball Volleyball
Stand up Paddle 
Boarding (SUP)

Rugby Academy

Golf - Driving Range Golf Kayaking

High Ropes Fencing Sailing

You can see from the Invictus Sport 
timetable, our students benefit from lots 
of UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES and ELITE 
EXPERIENCES throughout every school year.

OPPORTUNITIES  

IN SPORT

‘Unconquerable in Sport’



Sport
at Wombourne
Wombourne has an established reputation for sport and PE and an 
extensive range of sports are available through lessons and extra-
curricular clubs. All students are encouraged to get involved as part of 
our commitment to health and well-being and our highly qualified and 
experienced sports staff make very good use of our excellent facilities 
to cater extremely well for those who play for fun and those who 

are talented. Students who wish to inspire and motivate others to 
participate have the chance to train as Sports Leaders and work with 
staff in school and local primary schools to support with practices 
and events. We are proud of the school’s sporting reputation and 
students have enjoyed team and individual success in school, county, 
regional and national competitions.

SPORT
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PERFORMING ARTS

Performing Arts
Excellence
Wombourne has a strong tradition 
of acclaimed drama productions and 
has successfully participated in the 
Shakespeare Schools Festival for many 
years. Visits to theatres are frequently 
organised and students also have access 
to the production and technical side of 
the subject through our theatre standard 
facilities. Music is an important part of 
school life and talented musicians have 

a wealth of opportunities to perform. 
Students who wish to learn or continue to 
play a musical instrument can have lessons 
from one of our instrumental team. The 
school has an excellent reputation for 
Art and the annual Art Exhibition has 
been very well received. Students have 
the opportunity to visit galleries and 
exhibitions as well as going out into the 
community to seek inspiration and ideas 

for their own work. Opportunities within 
the Arts are being further developed 
through the Trust. In addition to having the 
chance to perform and attend workshops 
in other schools, high quality experiences 
are also available. For example, The 
Invictus Choir has performed at the Royal 
Albert and Symphony Halls as well as local 
venues.
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UNIQUE

Unique Opportunities
& Elite Experiences
Trips and Visits
Trips and visits are an important part of school 
life and help to broaden student experiences 
of education beyond the classroom. Various 
trips are organised throughout the year such 
as study visits (in the UK and abroad), cultural 
visits (including Rome, Italy, Washington, Paris, 
Boulogne, Berlin), Erasmus+ programme visits 
to Europe, foreign exchanges, residential and 
reward trips.

Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme
Wombourne has been running the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme very successfully for the past 11 years 
and we are now a Directly Licensed Centre. The 
scheme has a really positive impact on students and 
with its challenges and experiences is one of the most 
well-respected awards amongst further and higher 
education institutions and employers.
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Wombourne Cadet Force
We were delighted that the detachment decided 
to re-locate itself to the school site in July 2016 
and have welcomed the opportunity to build a 
mutually beneficial partnership. Becoming an Army 
Cadet gives young people the chance to take part 
in exciting and challenging activities such as field 
craft, adventure training, 
first aid, music, sports and 
shooting, to name but a 
few. In addition to making 
new friends, cadets get 
the opportunity to go 
on annual camp and 
may even get to go on 
expeditions in the UK 
and sometimes abroad.



WELCOME TO
Invictus 6th Form
Invictus Sixth Form brings together the very best 
teaching, learning and achievement from six successful 
schools; Crestwood, Ellowes Hall, Kinver, Leasowes, 
Pedmore and Wombourne.

We are committed to providing a high quality, forward looking and 
caring educational experience which enables all our students to fulfil 
their potential. We recognise and value achievement within all aspects of 
Sixth Form life, be it in an academic, sporting, creative, personal or social 
context and are keen to celebrate our students’ many successes.

We offer a wide variety of advanced level courses and our small group 
sizes ensure that each student has the support and challenge needed to 
be successful. All students will belong to a tutor group at their chosen 
base campus and receive regular academic mentoring from their 
personal tutor as well as support with careers and university applications. 
We also have an extensive enrichment programme which complements 
our students’ academic studies, providing them with opportunities to 
develop new skills, make new friends and settle into Sixth Form life.

Each campus within Invictus Sixth Form has its own dedicated sixth 
form area. We believe that this allows our students the freedom and 
independence to develop their own sense of identity and confidence as 
well as providing the support and challenge needed to ensure that they 
can meet the demands of Sixth Form study.

We have high expectations of our students in every sense. Studying 
at Invictus Sixth Form is demanding and advanced level work can be 
challenging as well as exciting, rewarding and fun. Students are expected 
to work independently, manage their own time and balance the many 
demands placed upon them. If you find such a prospect attractive it is 
likely that you will enjoy and gain enormously from becoming an Invictus 
Sixth Form student.

We welcome applications from Year 11 students within Ellowes Hall, 
Crestwood, Leasowes, Kinver, Pedmore and Wombourne High 
Schools as well as from other schools within Wolverhampton, Dudley, 
Stourbridge, Halesowen or further afield. After 5 successful, enjoyable 
years at your school we look forward to welcoming you to Invictus 
Sixth Form.

Mr T Bowles 
Invictus Education Trust
Chief Executive Office
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Every day in every way  
our students come first 
Anything is possible

Accountability 
Seek and seize opportunities

Focus on relationships  
and all else will follow

Start with the  
end in mind 

Think collaboratively 
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