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TMAT Influence Paying Off

With Major Success For Academy
Welcome to Somercotes Standard, the
yearbook that gives you an insight into life
at the Academy throughout the school year
2019/20.
This has been another strong year for the Academy. We
were delighted, in October, to discover that the 2019
Progress 8 Scores placed the Academy in the top 4 nonselective schools in Lincolnshire. Students at Somercotes
have continued to work hard and make good progress
across the curriculum supported by high quality staff.
Thanks to ongoing investment from Tollbar Multi
Academy Trust, improvements can be seen across the
site, and throughout the pages of this yearbook, where
students can be seen taking part in a wide variety of
activities across every subject area from Music to Sport.
At Somercotes Academy, all students, whatever their
ability, are supported both academically and pastorally.
All staff are determined to provide the best possible
education for the young people in their care and we are
committed to developing rounded individuals who are
prepared with skills for their futures.
This academic year has been an unprecedented one
for the Academy. In a time of global uncertainty, the
majority of learning in the summer term took place
online. Working on our virtual learning environment
FROG, staff created, set and marked high quality tasks
and assignments for students. Staff and students
responded admirably to the challenge – with some
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outstanding work being completed across the subjects.
In June, we were delighted to be able to open the
Academy doors once again to our Year 10 students who
returned to school for face to face contact with teachers
with extensive measures put in place to ensure their
safety.

The year culminated in our GCSE results for
2020 and I could not be prouder of our Year
11 students. Though they did not have the
opportunity to sit their exams or to finish
the year in the way that they expected,
their results reflect their hard work over
their time at the Academy and deserve to
be celebrated. It is significant that this was
the first year group to complete all five
years at the Academy and we are justifiably
pleased with their successes.
We look forward to building on this success in 2020/21,
and I hope you read and enjoy this yearbook as we begin
another academic year at Somercotes Academy.

		Frances Green,
		

Principal.
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Academy Principal Frances Green welcomes Finley Bishell (10), of Grimoldby Primary School, and mum Jo Bishell (right) to the Open Evening.

Strong Leadership And Discipline

Praised By Parents
Parents praised strong leadership and discipline when the
Academy threw open its doors for its annual Year 6 Open Evening.
Ann Townsend visited with Morgan Shaw
(10), whose brother Ben (13) already attends
Somercotes Academy. She said:

“It is a strict school compared to others,
but strict in a good way. They set firm
boundaries and Ben is doing well here.”

Finley Bishell (10), of Grimoldby Primary School, looked
around the Academy with his mum Jo Bishell, who said:

“There is very good leadership at
Somercotes. It’s a smaller Academy
and I think it would suit Finley better.“

Principal Frances Green welcomed more than 300 visitors to the rural Academy on one of the wettest nights of the year.

“I was amazed to see so many people here on such a dismal evening and they really enjoyed
themselves looking around the fabulous facilities that we have at the Academy, thanks to
Tollbar Multi Academy Trust. We pride ourselves on providing a secure and caring environment
in which we strive for high standards of behaviour, dress and academic standards. It is a
proven formula and it works.”
“It is gratifying to hear that parents agree with our ethos and we look forward to welcoming
many new students here next year.”
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Somercotes Academy Open Evening. Morgan Shaw (10) with mum Ann Townsend, dad Jason
Shaw and brother Ben (age 13), a Year 9 student at Somercotes Academy. Also pictured are Year
10 students, (l-r) Amy Baxter-Rowson and Harriet Gilliatt, in the Technology Department.

Freya Manders (10) a Year 6 pupil at Grainthorpe Junior School, looks at
objects made by a 3D printer with Joshua Cook (Year 11 student). Also
pictured are mum and dad, Sammy and Mark Manders, and brother Finn (2).
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Archie Anderson (10), who attends Greenwich House School, in
Louth, is pictured in Science with mum and dad, Katie and Richard
Gawler, and (l-r) Year 10 students, Teanna Willey and Idena Short.

Taylor Gower (11) from Tetney Primary School, with
mum Nicola Gower and nan Mandy Gower in the Art
Department. With them is Year 9 student, Lacey Wright.
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Amy Bradshaw (10), from Fulstow
Primary School, chats with Curriculum
Leader For Science, Aidan Wilkins.

Connor Mumby (10), of North Somercotes C of E Primary School, and sister
Lexi (6) with Year 10 student Faye Gregory, introducing them to foam marbling.
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The Somercotes Academy Award winners with Celebrity guest Helen Skelton, TMAT Chief Executive,
David Hampson, and TMAT Chairman and Somercotes Academy Chair of Governors, Philip Bond.

Rebirth Of Rural School
Celebrated At Awards Led By

High-Profile TV Celebrity
Singing Paloma Faith’s “Make Your Own Kind
Of Music” to an audience which included a TV
celebrity, in a Town Hall packed to the rafters with
proud family members, students at Somercotes
Academy proved just how far this rural secondary
school has come since its rebirth in 2015.
The renaissance of this Lincolnshire village school began, following a
disastrous Ofsted that had left it in special measures and at risk of closure.
At a time when rural schools were closing one after the other, and most
were wary of attempting a rescue, Tollbar Multi Academy Trust saw
something it believed in and, using a tried and tested methodology (its
flagship Tollbar Academy has been Outstanding for 11 years), it changed the
school’s name, totally refurbished the site from the ground upwards, and
installed outstanding teachers, whose passion for success was infectious.
Four years later, Somercotes Academy has doubled its numbers; it was
over-subscribed for its September 2019 Year 7 intake and now has a waiting
list. The Academy even had to relocate its annual student prize-giving
ceremony to the much larger Louth Town Hall in 2019 to facilitate the
demand for seats. Ofsted has now rated it ‘Good.’
Lucie Wells sings ‘This Time’ from ‘Glee.’
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BBC TV celebrity and former Blue Peter daredevil, Helen Skelton, was guest of honour at the
Academy’s now Annual Presentation Evening, which
recognises students’ success in the previous year.
Earlier in the day, she had visited the Academy and
chatted with students from all year groups.
The down-to-earth Cumbrian-born TV star, made a name for herself as
a Blue Peter presenter, taking on incredible challenges. She completed
the Namibia Ultra Marathon (becoming the second woman ever to
do so), kayaked over 2018 miles down the Amazon River (breaking
two Guinness World Records), completed a 66-metre high wire walk
between the towers of Battersea Power Station and, in 2012, travelled
500 miles across Antarctica to the South Pole, becoming the fastest
person to travel 100km by ski, and breaking more World Records.

“I am not a kayaker, or a high-wire walker, but I
proved the doubters wrong when they said to me
‘you can’t, you couldn’t, you shouldn’t’. I said ‘why
can’t we just try?’ I used that as petrol to fire me up
because it was the best motivation you can get.

Year 10 Biology students, Reece Cook-Dickinson and
Taylor Hewson, give celebrity visitor Helen Skelton a
closer look at their heart-rate investigation.

Helen Skelton gets to grips with the fantastic
gym equipment at Somercotes Academy.

“Having visited your school today, and now seeing all of the
awards here tonight, you should already be very proud of
yourselves for what you have achieved. Keep going because I
know from personal experience that it is worth it,” she said.

Helen presented 80 awards to students for
Progress and Achievement at the Academy
in 2018. The most prestigious award went to
Lewis Kidd, who was the highest-performing
GCSE student in Maths and Triple Science
in this summer’s exams. The TMAT Chief
Executive’s Special Award, presented by David
Hampson OBE, goes to the student who has
performed above and beyond expectations.
Lewis has high-functioning autism and needed
support to get through his GCSEs. He is now
studying for his A Levels.
His mum Deborah Ross was overcome with
pride for her son and praised the immense
support the Academy has given to Lewis
throughout his time at Somercotes Academy.

Alice Bradshaw (Year 8) shows off her rowing prowess cheered
on by Helen Skelton and her classmates and PE Teachers.

Lewis Kidd receives the Chief Executive’s Special Award
from TMAT CEO David Hampson, and Helen Skelton.

Somercotes Choir performs ‘Make Your Own Kind Of Music’ by Paloma Faith.
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Charlie Beevers performs a stunning rendition of ‘She Used To Be
Mine’ from “Waitress” the Musical, playing the piano and singing.

The Rob Palmer Award For Student Voice went to Phoebe
Worrall, a student with a great commitment to the local
community, as a member of the Scouts and local Youth
Club, who was described as “a role model” for others.
The Philip Bond Award For Best GCSE Results went to
Jessica Lee, the Academy’s highest-performing GCSE
student overall in 2019.
The Principal’s Cup was presented to Miles Thompson,
who achieved the best GCSE results this summer compared
to his performance at the end of Year 6, having achieved
almost two grades higher per subject than he was predicted
at the end of Primary School.
The House Cup went to Cetus House, who out-performed
others in inter-house competitions throughout the
academic year. It was collected on behalf of the students by
Freya Donner and Louie Hawkins-Ney.
The Awards Night entertainment had begun with a stunning
performance from Champion UK Aerial Performer and
Somercotes Academy student, Grace McDowall (13). It
was followed by musical performances from Somercotes
Choir and soloist Lucie Wells, who closed the show. Special
mention must go to student Charlie Beevers, who sang and
played the piano for a stunning performance of “She Used
To be Mine” from “Waitress” The Musical, which earned
her further praise from Helen Skelton.

Champion Aerial Performer Grace McDowall opens
the Presentation Evening at Louth Town Hall.
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Phoebe Worrall receives the Rob Palmer Award For
Student Voice from celebrity guest Helen Skelton and
TMAT Deputy CEO, Martin Brown.

Frances Green, Principal of Somercotes Academy, quoted Shakespeare when she told the audience:

“It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves.”
With its best-ever progress in this year’s GCSE exams, and congratulations from
Ofsted, this rural school is surely proof of that.

Jessica Lee wins the award for Best GCSE Results 2019.
She is pictured with Somercotes Academy Chair of
Governors, Philip Bond and Helen Skelton.
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Jake Newton is presented with
the award for Year 8 Progress.

Helen Skelton discusses Art with GCSE students: (l-r) Charlotte
Merry, Libby Weller, Scarlett Walker and Elise Critchley.
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Libby Jordan accepts the award for Year 10 Progress.

Freya Donner and Louie Hawkins-Ney accept
the House Cup on behalf of Cetus House.
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The Year 7 Progress Award
went to Alice Bradshaw.

Harriet Gilliatt wins the award for Year 9 Progress.
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Miles Thompson receives the award for Best Value Added
GCSE Results from Somercotes Academy Principal, Frances
Green (right) and celebrity guest Helen Skelton.

Year 8 students show Helen Skelton their earthquake-proof structures in Geography, from left to right: Maddison
Smith, Libby Hudson, Helen Skelton, Poppy Green, Oliver Thompson (Curriculum Leader) and Ella Hudson.
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Celebrations As Academy Ranked
4th Best Non-Selective School

In Lincolnshire For Progress
Somercotes Academy was ranked the 4th
best non-selective school in Lincolnshire,
as Government figures on Progress 8 were
published. Students and staff celebrated
the news, just four years after the
Academy opened as a member of Tollbar
Multi Academy Trust.
The Trust took over the former school in 2015, when it was in
special measures and on the verge of closure, and turned it
into Somercotes Academy. It was refurbished from the ground
upwards and the Trust brought in outstanding teachers who
had trained at its flagship school, Tollbar Academy. Last year it
received its first inspection by Ofsted and was rated ‘Good.’ The
Academy is now extremely popular, so much so that it is oversubscribed.
Following a fantastic set of GCSE results in August 2019,
the school knew it was celebrating an extremely positive
improvement in students’ progress. The Government tables
proved that, with Somercotes Academy ranked 4th highest out of
38 non-selective schools across the whole county. The Academy
now has a Progress 8 figure of 0.45, with the national average
being zero. Progress 8 measures a student’s progress from the
end of Primary School to the end of Secondary School.

Somercotes Academy students and staff celebrate
the fantastic set of GCSE results, which showed just
how much progress the students had made.
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David Hampson, Chief Executive of Tollbar
Multi Academy Trust, said:

“This just shows what can be
achieved at a small school in
a coastal area with the right
teaching and commitment to
raising standards and ensuring
that all children receive a
quality education.”

Frances Green,
Somecotes Academy Principal, said:

“This score is a testament to
the hard work from the staff,
students and parents along
with the continued support of
Tollbar MAT. For a coastal, rural
school this is an outstanding set
of results which we are very
proud of.”

Great Start For
New Age
Kurling Team
The Academy entered its first ever
New Age Kurling competition
which was held at Franklin
College, Grimsby.
New Age Kurling is a sport that requires
participants to deliver ‘stones’ from one end of the
court to a target at the other end of the court. The
target has red, white and blue concentric circles
and scoring is determined by the number of stones
closest to the centre of this target.
Sixteen teams entered the competition and
Somercotes pair, Dylan Swallow and Levi
Waumsley, came in overall third place.
Successful New Age Kurlers from Somercotes Academy.

Edie Wins Lincs

Food And Gift Fair
Design Competition

Year 7 student Edie Bowden won a competition
to design a front cover for the Food and Gift Fair,
which took place at the Lincolnshire Showground.
The Food and Gift Fair attracts more than 8,000
visitors and 150 local exhibitors each year.
Judges said: “Edie’s entry really encapsulated the design brief of
‘Christmas All Wrapped Up’.”

Edie Bowden, a Year 7 Art student, with her winning design.
With her is Curriculum Leader for Art, Samantha Lyons.

Edie’s prize included four tickets to the Food and Gift Fair; a
canvas of the winning design displayed at the Food and Gift Fair
and presented to her after the event; her design was showcased
on the Food and Gift event guide and she received a family ticket
to Countryside Lincs on Sunday April 5 2020.

Rosie Crust, Education and Development Officer, said:

Edie said:

“Congratulations to Edie once again.”

“I am really surprised and proud to have won.”

October | Somercotes Standard | 17

Somercotes Academy student Isobel Russel tries passing to Teanna Willey or Ella Pickard. They are
marked by Louth Academy students Ebony Addison and Madeline Williams (Year 10).

Rosie Lee from Somercotes
Academy is marked by Ruby
Fox (Year 8, Louth Academy).

Academies Win Two Games Each

In Local Derby Fixtures
Football and netball players from Louth and
Somercotes Academies battled each other in a
local derby in the Wolds League.

Louth Academy student Jamie Atkinson
(Year 8) and Somercotes Academy
student Abigail Coley in action.

Christopher Prendergast, Curriculum Leader for PE at Somercotes Academy, said:

“The Year 8 and Year 10 netball and football matches
between the two TMAT Academies were very competitive,
with Louth Academy winning both Year 8 fixtures, and
Somercotes triumphant in both Year 10 fixtures. It was
great to see all games being played in the right spirit with a
good level of ability on show.”

Results:
Year 8 Netball:

Louth Academy 15 – 3 Somercotes.

Somercotes Academy students Jozef Meik,
and Mckenzie Henderson in the battle,
against James Quinlan from Louth Academy.

Year 8 Football:

Louth Academy 10 – 0 Somercotes.

Year 10 Netball:

Louth Academy 15 – 19 Somercotes.

Year 10 Football:

Louth Academy 1 – 3 Somercotes.
Isobel Russel from Somercotes Academy is
marked by Louth Academy students, Ebony
Addison and Madeline Williams (Year 10).
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Kai Coulling (Somercotes Academy)
against Jamie Atkinson (left) and Ghian
Dean (right) from Louth Academy, Year 8.

Somercotes Academy Year 8 Futsal Team who once again are Wolds Champions. They are: (l-r) Millie
Wilkes, Charley Burton, Katie Smith, Abigail Coley, Libby Hudson, Alice Bradshaw and Poppy Green.

Futsal Team Retains Title As Wolds Champions
The Year 8 Girls Futsal
Team retained their
title as Wolds Futsal
Champions for the
second consecutive year.

Christopher Prendergast, Somercotes Academy Curriculum Leader for PE, said:

“The girls went as current champions and they won
every game except one and retained their title as Wolds
Champions. The girls deserve every bit of success as,
since the beginning of Year 7, they have trained hard both
in Futsal and Football to become a successful team.”

First Ever Hockey Team
Proves Future Is Bright
Students made history when the
Academy’s first ever Hockey Team came
2nd behind Skegness Grammar School
in The Lincolnshire Coastal Hockey
Championships.
The Academy has never had a hockey team before,
but these students worked exceptionally hard to
draw 0-0 with Skegness Grammar School A and
B teams; they drew 0-0 with QEGS Horncastle;
and they beat Louth Academy 1-0. They came 2nd
overall just behind Skegness Grammar A team.

Somercotes Academy’s first ever Hockey Team who came 2nd in
their first tournament. They are: (l-r) Connor Patterson, Mckenzie
Henderson, Reuben Cross, Abigail Coley, Jacob Cunliffe, Henry
Kirwin, Alfie Smith, and Jack Clark.

Christopher Prendergast, Curriculum Leader for PE, said:
“The team showed great resilience and teamwork to compete with some very established hockey teams with some
outstanding players, but we were more than a match for them all, and showed that hockey could be a real success
at Somercotes Academy with the help of expert Miss Wright, who is herself a hockey player.”
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Music Scholarships For

Gifted Students
Two gifted Music students were awarded
scholarships which gave them free Music
tuition for the Academic year.
Key Stage 3 student Alfie Pilgrim, who plays bass, and Key Stage 4
drummer Max Beardsley were the recipients of the newly-introduced
scholarships at Somercotes Academy, courtesy of Tollbar Multi
Academy Trust.
Principal Frances Green said:

“The scholarships recognise hard work,
commitment and talent and are given
to two - musically promising - students
chosen by the Music teacher and myself.
Alfie and Max will receive free bass and
drum lessons for the Academic year.”

Somercotes Academy students who received Music
Scholarships, courtesy of Tollbar Multi Academy
Trust. They are bass player Alfie Pilgrim (Year 7) and
drummer Max Beardsley (Year 9).

Talented Poets Are
Highly Commended

Six students
who entered the
Spirited Arts
Art and Poetry
Competition 2019
were all highly
commended.
Principal Frances Green said:

Year 9 and 10 students who were all highly commended in the Spirited Arts Poetry
Competition. Principal Frances Green hands out certificates to (l-r) Toni-Louise
Stynes, Thea Hussey, Taylor Hewson, Karis Smith, Gabrielle Jeffrey and Erin Broad.
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“This was a
fantastic effort.
The six students
chosen were
selected by Miss
Patrick following
the Inter-House RE
competition and
they were a credit
to the Academy.”

Boccia Team
Qualifies For

County Finals
The Somercotes Academy
Boccia teams had their first
fixtures in a tournament
which was held at Priory
Pembrooke Academy
in Lincoln. Boccia is a
precision ball sport, similar
to bocce, and related to
bowls and pétanque.

Pictured are the successful Boccia players from Somercotes Academy.
(L-r) Levi Waumsley, Dylan Swallow, Phoebe Davey and Sarah Clark.

Both KS3 and KS4 teams had been
practising at break and lunch times and
the hard work paid off as the KS3 team
finished in overall third place and qualified
for the county finals in 2020. The KS4 team
finished in overall fifth place.

Choir Brings Festivity To Cranwell Court
Somercotes Academy Choir brought a little festivity to residents as they sang
Christmas carols at the Cranwell Court Dementia Home.
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Students Discuss
Their Future Options

At Careers Fair

Year 10 and 11
students attended a
post-16 Careers Fair
organised by Louth
Academy to discuss
their future options.

The students were able to meet a wide variety of college providers and potential employers, with representatives from local
and national organisations present, including Lincolnshire Police and the RAF.
Esther Allison, Curriculum Leader for Citizenship at Louth Academy, organised the event. She explained:

“We organised our Careers Fair to enable our Louth and Somercotes Academy
students in Years 10 and 11 to speak to a variety of post-16 option providers and
businesses. Students were able to find out more information about what options
are available to them. With a range of businesses attending, the students could
also gain insight into a variety of future careers.”
“Engaging with people in this way not only helps students gain more information, but also promotes communication skills
and builds confidence, which we witnessed on the day.
“The event went extremely well and students gave great feedback to teachers. Some students were inspired by the people
they spoke to, others became much clearer on the courses and pathways they wished to take when leaving the Academy.

“One of the Post-16 providers said they spoke to fourteen Year 10 students and
eleven Year 11 students about potential volunteering opportunities. We are very
grateful to all who attended and made the event such a great experience for our
students,” she said.

Louth Academy Careers Fair. Year 10 students at Somercotes Academy, (l-r) Onyx Clancy, Jennifer Atwell and Aimee Langford, test
plastic products for lightness and strength with Luxus Limited staff Natalie Stones (Graduate) and James Vincent (Polymer Engineer).
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Theatre Group Delivers
‘A Christmas
Carol’
Somercotes Academy students with members of Quantum
Theatre Company, who performed ‘A Christmas Carol’.
Students from Years 9, 10 and 11 took part.
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The Tollbar MAT rowing teams from Somercotes, Cleethorpes and Tollbar Academies. (L-r) Ethan Duckworth (Tollbar
Academy), Benjamin Leggett (Tollbar Academy), Manisha Bains (Somercotes Academy), Dovydas Bartusevicius (Cleethorpes
Academy), Benjamin Cass (Tollbar Academy), Ryan Young (Somercotes Academy), Lucy Lakin (Cleethorpes Academy), Libby
Capes (Cleethorpes Academy), Max Osgothorpe (Cleethorpes Academy) and Chloe Bolton (Tollbar Academy).

Individual Victories
In Indoor Rowing
Championships
Tollbar MAT Secondary Schools all took part in the
Grimsby Indoor Rowing Championships held at Oasis
Academy, Wintringham. Seven schools took part in all
and there were individual victories for students from all
three of our Academies.

The results were as follows:

Somercotes Academy student Joseph Sellars, who
came 2nd in the Year 8 boys individual event.

Overall results:
Cleethorpes Academy - 2nd place.
Tollbar Academy - 5th place.
Somercotes Academy – 6th place.
Individual winners:
Year 7 girls - Chloe Bolton (Tollbar Academy).
Year 8 girls - Lydia Frost (Somercotes Academy).
Year 8 boys - Tristan Walker (Cleethorpes Academy).
Year 11 girls - Rebecca Boyd (Tollbar Academy).
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Somercotes Academy student Lydia Frost,
who won the Year 8 girls individual event.

Somercotes Students Take Part In
Hugely Beneficial Panathlon
Six local schools took part in The North
East Lincolnshire Panathlon Challenge
for students with special educational
needs and the disabled, including
students from Somercotes Academy.
The Panathlon Challenge is a national charity which
provides sporting opportunities for over 17,500 disabled
young people each year. Panathlon has been benefiting
young disadvantaged people since 1995 - with a focus on
disabled young people since 1999 - and has invested over
£8 million in opportunities for young people to compete in
sport during this time.
Sport England reports that 43% of people with a disability
are inactive (increasing to 51% with three or more
impairments), and Activity Alliance says that disabled
people are twice as likely to be inactive as non-disabled
people.
Independent research proves that Panathlon is fulfilling
the need for intervention in this area highly effectively,
by boosting the self-esteem, confidence, expectations,
ambition and social and physical skills of competitors. It

also shows that Panathlon has a hugely positive knock-on
effect on inclusive PE and sport in schools, and empowers
Young Leaders with skills, perspective and unforgettable life
experience.
Three of the six local teams who took part in the Panathlon
were from Tollbar Multi Academy Trust. These were
Somercotes Academy, Tollbar Academy and Cleethorpes
Academy. The event was held at Havelock Academy, and
was eventually won by Tollbar Academy.
Christopher Prendergast, Curriculum Leader For PE at
Somercotes Academy, said:
“The pupils really enjoyed the Panathlon
competition. It’s been fantastic to experience
different SEND competitions, it’s been something
that we have tried to encourage more of this
year. I feel that all of our pupils within the
Academy should have the opportunity to
experience the positive impact that competitive
sport can have for a child’s development, and we
will certainly be entering more competitions like
this in future to ensure that sport is available for
everyone within our Academy.”

The Panathlon Challenge. Six local schools took part including Tollbar, Cleethorpes and
Somercotes Academies. Pictured are the three teams from Tollbar Multi Academy Trust.
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Grandparents Day Brings Exchange

Of Skills and Knowledge
Grandparents Day at the Academy provided an opportunity for an exchange of
information and skills. Not only did grandparents get to see life inside a modern Academy,
but students were able to take advantage of some of their grandparents’ skills as they
worked together to make a variety of items in different departments.
More than 70 grandparents attended this popular event, which gives students a chance to share their academic
lives with them. Many grandparents may not have been inside a school for many years.
Stella Munro, who visited her grandson George Seamons, concurred. She said:

“This is a lovely idea. It is a few years since I have been in a
classroom. It is so nice to be here.”
The newly-formed Somercotes Academy Band entertained with a medley of 60s hits and there were songs from
Somercotes Academy Choir as grandparents enjoyed refreshments.

Somercotes Academy Choir performing for grandparents.
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Emily Richardson and grandma
Ann Webster woodworking.

Lorna Midgley and ‘surrogate’ grandparents (neighbours) Jane and Chris Flanagan in Textiles.

Mia Stubbs and grandad Alan Brothwell.

Peter Pawson and Jack Pawson work together.

Annual Pancake Races
Bring Schools Together
Year 7 students, who attended North Somercotes Primary
School in 2019, were invited back to their old school to take
part in the annual Pancake Races held on Shrove Tuesday
this year.
The students thoroughly enjoyed being able to see their former teachers and
take part in races alongside their old friends and siblings who still attend the
Primary School.
Frances Green, Principal of Somercotes Academy, said:
“It was a fantastic opportunity for the younger primary pupils
and their parents, to see the older Year 7 students as role
models, as they begin to prepare for their own transition up
to Secondary School next year.
“The annual community event brought the two village schools
together to share in the celebrations. The students who
attended reflected on their visit and wrote thank you letters
to the Primary School and newspaper articles about the
races.”

George Seamons & Sophie Waumsley
enjoy taking part in the pancake races.
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Socially-distanced GCSE students celebrate
their results with Principal Frances Green.

Somercotes Academy GCSE Results

Continue to Improve Five
Years After Joining TMAT
Five years after Somercotes Academy
became a member of Tollbar Multi Academy
Trust, GCSE students again celebrated
increased success in their GCSE results,
despite Covid-19 disruption.

grades are a true reflection of their hard work and ability.
These are the grades teachers were expecting them to achieve
had they sat their exams this year. We have very detailed
processes in place to ensure that teacher assessments are
accurate, including standardising and moderating mock exams
and other internal assessments.

The results were distributed to students at the Academy in
small, socially distanced groups, which complied with Covid-19
guidelines. Teaching staff were available to offer face-to-face
advice and support to the students regarding their results and
post-16 choices.

“In years gone by, we have always been very accurate in
predicting our results and this year is no different, despite the
tremendous disruption that Covid-19 has caused to everyone.”

Students were also assured that the “robust and rigorous
assessment processes in place at all Tollbar Multi Academy
Trust Academies” meant that these results are a “true
reflection” of the grades they were expected to achieve had
exams taken place.
David Hampson, Chief Executive of TMAT, said: “The GCSE
students should be extremely proud of themselves. Their

Results at the Academy have seen an increase on 2019, with
59.6% of students achieving a standard pass (grades 4-9) in
Maths and English; and 32.7% achieving a strong pass (grades
5-9).
The Academy’s Attainment 8 figure also rose to 48.01.
Attainment 8 measures the achievement of a student across
eight subjects, including English and Maths.
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Frances Green, Principal of Somercotes Academy, said:
“I am so very proud of the Year 11 students today. My congratulations go to all of them after what has been a
truly challenging few months. They can rest assured that these grades are thoroughly deserved and are a real
reflection of what they were expected to achieve had the exams gone ahead.
“Our GCSE students sat mock exams which complied with the exam board’s mark scheme, and they were also
internally moderated, so they can be happy that the grades they have received today are an accurate reflection
of their ability. Following five full years as a member of Tollbar Multi Academy Trust, these students are also
reaping the rewards of outstanding teaching practices and significant investment at Somercotes Academy, which
is continuing to see improvements year on year.”

Ellie Gowling achieved five
grade 9s, three grade 8s and
one grade 7. She will now
study for her A Levels in
Maths, Chemistry and Physics.
Ellie said: “I am really relieved
because in all the confusion
I was anxious about getting
the grades I deserved. I would
have preferred to have sat
the exams to prove what
I could achieve, but I am
ecstatic now.” Ellie Gowling
was also one of the students
who made the most progress
based on her Key Stage 2
scores.

Jack Tudbury achieved one
grade 7, one grade 6 and five
grade 5s. He said: I am going
to study Futsal and Sport at
college.”

Anthony Bagshaw achieved two
grade 9s, three grade 8s and
one grade 7 and will now study
Computer Science, Physics and
Maths at college. He said: “I did
pretty good. When they initially
announced the lockdown I
would still have liked to sit the
exams, but now I am just happy
to have achieved these grades
after working hard.”

Benjamin Jackson achieved
four grade 8s, three grade
7s and one grade 6. “I would
have liked to sit the exams
because we had done a lot
of work on exam technique
and I was ready,” he said. “It
would have been good to
show what we could do.” Ben
will now study at college for A
Levels in Biology, History and
Geography.

Manisha Bains achieved
three grade 7s, one grade 6
and four grade 5s. She will
now study for her A Levels
at Tollbar MAT Sixth Form
College. “It has been really
stressful not knowing what
would happen but we have
been really well supported
by Somercotes Academy
teachers,” she said.

Freya Donner achieved one
grade 7, one grade 6, and
three grade 5s. She will now
study at Tollbar MAT Sixth
Form College for A Levels in
History, English Language
and Politics. “ I am relieved
I have the grades I needed,”
she said.

Kitty Crossley achieved one
grade six and three grade 5s.
She will now study Drama,
Media and Photography at
college. “I am happy today,”
she said.

Rebecca Jeffrey achieved one
grade 8, two grade 7s and
five grade 5s. She said: “I feel
amazing. I was a bit worried
because I did not know how I
had done, but I feel great now.”

Oliver Toothill will now study
Electrical Engineering at
college.

Alysia Lloyd-Clews achieved
three grade 6s, and one grade 5.
She will study Art and Design at
Lincoln.

Claudia Senior is heading to
Riseholme College to study Animal
Management after achieving one
grade 7 and six grade 6s. “We had
a lot of support throughout our
GCSEs,” she said.
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The winning Somercotes Badminton Team with the MAT Trophy.

Team Lifts Trophy In MAT
Badminton Competition
Somercotes Academy beat off stiff competition from three other Academies to win the Tollbar
MAT Badminton Competition. They were up against players from Louth, Cleethorpes and
Tollbar Academies.
Christopher Prendergast, Curriculum Leader for PE at Somercotes Academy, said:
“The KS3 boys and girls badminton players thoroughly deserved to win this competition. I was extremely
confident that the team would come back with the trophy as they have all trained extremely hard every week
over the past term, and have shown excellent promise in their badminton lessons also. One of the most pleasing
things is that many of these players didn’t play badminton before this year and have now started playing regularly
outside of school, which is something as a PE Department we try hard to encourage when promoting the
importance of physical activity.”
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