
Preshil is a small, co-educational, fully 
independent and secular school; it is Australia’s 
oldest progressive school. With candidacy for 
the Primary Years Programme, Preshil will have 
the further distinction of being the only school 
in Australia solely offering the International 
Baccalaureate, as a continuum from Primary 
School to the completion of the IB Diploma 
at the Secondary School. At Preshil the three 
Programmes are perfectly aligned to reflect the 
School’s ongoing commitment to our core values.

Arlington
Kindergarten and Primary School



The Preshil Vision:

At our core remains an unshakeable 
commitment to encouraging all 
children to progress at their own 
pace towards their own goals and 
to be respected as individuals in 
their own right. This is a commitment 
to our children to be nurtured and 
challenged in an atmosphere that 
inspires creativity and independent 
thinking in all areas of life and does 
not, overtly or subtly, use competition 
or punishment to motivate through 
the fear of failure.

As global citizens we encourage 
an awareness of world issues and 
encourage effort to make a positive 
difference. We believe that education 
should prepare children to be 
thoughtful, peace-loving and active 
citizens of the world. Preshil will 
remain a school that puts kindness, 
compassion and social relationships 
at the centre of its operations.

Preshil is a small, 
co-educational, fully 
independent and secular 
school; it is Australia’s 
oldest progressive school.

The Arlington Environment:

Set in rambling gardens, the heritage-listed buildings 

cluster around the original home of Margaret Lyttle.

The home-style classrooms, hall and library were designed 

by the highly regarded architect, Kevin Borland, who 

worked closely with the children themselves to create 

imaginative areas that have remained at the forefront 

of ideas about educational spaces, far ahead of the 

regimentation of conventional classrooms. These rooms 

are welcoming spaces, each with a kitchen and facilities 

for creative expression and collaborative project work.

Children find the school’s distinctive physical 

environment very inviting. The garden has uncultivated 

and dense shrubberies with rope swings, trees to climb 

and places to construct cubbies. There are animals that 

children care for, and the workshop has real tools for 

the children to use.

The Kindergarten:

The Kindergarten is an integral part of Preshil and places 

are prioritised for families who intend to have their 

children progress through the Primary School. 

Nestled in the heart of the school the Kindergarten fosters 

a sense of belonging and wonder with a large playground 

where children are nurtured together with others in this 

close community. The program and the way the day is 

structured allow for flexibility to accommodate the pace, 

needs and interests of each child. 

The 3- and 4-year-old program allows for flexibility to 

accommodate the varying needs, interests and strengths 

of each child. Opportunities are given to the younger 

children to learn from the older children. Time is spent 

listening to and discussing children’s ideas, and staff value 

the choices that the children make. Big ideas are embraced 

and questioning is encouraged.



The Primary School: 

The Preshil approach to learning, begun in the 

Kindergarten, is built on in the transition right through 

the Early Years and into the later Primary School program. 

As part of this transition, the Kindergarten 4 year olds 

visit the 5 year olds’ classroom several times a week for 

collaborative projects. 

The 5 year olds’ space is a carefully considered, unique 

area at Preshil. The program allows the children and 

teachers to engage in the building blocks of literacy and 

numeracy as well as other aspects of the curriculum. At 

the core of our approach are strong relationships, integral 

to the purpose of personalising and planning experiences, 

allowing for the specific needs of each child. 

The program holds a balance of collaborative projects, 

small-group, teacher-led experiences and smooth 

transitions throughout the daily routine. Children have 

time for free play and time to pursue their individual 

interests. They are encouraged to learn by observing, 

questioning, discussing, wondering, making and building, 

collaborating and expressing their thinking in ways that 

reflect their individuality, strengths and creativity. A love of 

books, stories, role play, reading and writing are cultivated 

and form the basis of learning in Literacy, Numeracy and 

Science. Specialist teachers in Philosophy, Art, Music, PE 

and French work with the children each week, these 

subjects integrated into, and alongside, the core program.



Learning; Through Play and Inquiry:

Children’s wellbeing and learning is thoughtfully planned to broaden 

and extend experiences through intentional and guided inquiry 

with teachers. The deliberate and careful planning leads to a free-

flowing program where learning is collaborative, between children 

and teachers, children and peers. We approach experiences with a 

sense of curiosity, ownership and possibility. Our teaching approach is 

informed by current theory and research and our teachers are highly 

trained and experienced educators.

The importance of self-esteem, community, thinking skills, conceptual 

development and the sense of self and others forms the basis of 

our program. Children, with their teachers, create shared imaginary 

situations and engage in imaginative “playworlds” as a platform to 

investigate in depth everyday experiences as well as emotional, 

social and scientific concepts. Imagination allows children to develop 

important symbolic representation and creative, critical and abstract 

thinking skills. Manageable risks are encouraged in play and learning 

where children can “be courageous” while they are supported to feel 

proud and confident as they grow and learn more about themselves 

and the world around them.



The International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program (PYP) at Arlington:

While Preshil’s progressive approach has continued to draw on Montessori and Froebel, Steiner and Reggio Emilia, our Primary 

School has maintained a strong distinctive identity.

As a candidate school for the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (PYP) our approach will shape the way 

we design this framework to reflect our own philosophy, with a strong commitment to conceptual and holistic learning and an 

inquiry, project-based approach. 

At Arlington we embrace new technologies, but discriminately. We recognise our responsibility to the children to offer them 

exciting opportunities only possible through technology, but ensuring that their learning is not dominated by screen time and 

promotes collaborative and active learning.

Throughout Primary School our children are guided through activities that nourish and develop their personal development as 

well as provide each one of them with authentic, individual challenge. We share high expectations and a rigorous approach to 

building skills in literacy and numeracy. The children build cubby houses, engage in role plays and play-making, design and build 

projects, explore and invent their own worlds; they do so with an awareness of the ongoing development of their skills, their 

understanding and their knowledge. 

The Primary School is organised in multi-age classes. The day begins with a welcoming morning meeting, which frames the day’s 

learning and provides opportunities for the children to express their points of view, listen to others and develop social and 

emotional capacities. 



Preshil students are equipped to make thoughtful 
and confident choices regarding their own 
education and development. The spirit of creativity 
and discovery founded in the primary years 
continues to the completion of their schooling.



Music, Electives and Camps 
Programmes: 

The Primary School has a thriving Instrumental and 

Ensemble Music program and runs orchestral and vocal 

groups. Children also participate in a broad Electives 

program where they explore a wide variety of subjects, such 

as design, technologies, sports, arts, drama, and advanced 

specialist topics, developing their skills and understanding 

whilst building key capabilities for their futures. 

All classes are actively involved in planning their 

participation in camps, trips and excursions. Camping 

experiences provide an opportunity for the children to 

form connections with diverse natural environments 

and to live as a community. Camps start gently, with the 

possibility of a sleep-over at school and, when the children 

are ready, gradually grow to include ambitious overnight, 

self-catering hikes.

Transition to Year 7 and the 
Secondary School, Blackhall Kalimna:

Children from Arlington have priority entry to the 

Secondary School. Grade 6 students make regular visits to 

Blackhall Kalimna throughout the year and look forward 

to re-joining their former classmates in the Years 7 and 

8 cohort. The transition program sees students compile 

a folio for their future teachers, which celebrates their 

journey so far and imagines their future pathway. 

Their intellectual and physical abilities are highly developed 

and they can enter the next stage of their schooling with 

confidence. By the time our students finish primary school, 

they are well on their way to developing their own voice 

and ready to take on the International Baccalaureate 

Middle Years Programme (MYP) and, later, the Diploma 

Programme (IBDP).

Preshil students are equipped to make thoughtful and 

judicious choices regarding their own education and 

development. The spirit of creativity and discovery founded 

in the junior years continues to the completion of their 

secondary schooling.



Preshil is an authorised IB World School for 

the Middle Years Programme and Diploma 

Programme, and a candidate school for the IB 

Primary Years Programme. IB World Schools share 

a common philosophy—a commitment to high 

quality, challenging, international education that 

Preshil – The Margaret Lyttle Memorial School, 

believes is important for our students. Only schools 

authorised by the IB Organization can offer any of 

its three academic programmes: the Primary Years 

Programme (PYP), the Middle Years Programme 

(MYP), or the Diploma Programme. Candidate 

status gives no guarantee that authorisation will be 

granted.For further information about the IB and its 

programmes, visit http://www.ibo.org

Kindergarten and Primary School 395 Barkers Road Kew VIC 3101   T: 03 9816 7900

Secondary School 12-26 Sackville Street Kew VIC 3101   T: 03 9817 6135

E: preshil@preshil.vic.edu.au  W: preshil.vic.edu.au

More Information:
If you would like to learn more about Preshil, please join us for a tour of Arlington as a first step to seeking enrolment.

Please register your intention to attend by contacting the school registrar who can answer any preliminary questions you may 

have. Our website and newsletters provide a strong picture of our school community.

Out of School Care – Programs 
for Both Kindergarten and 
Primary School Children

The Kindergarten provides an Extended Care 

program both before and after the normal 

Kindergarten hours and an After Care program, 

through Kelly Club, for primary-age children 

until 6pm each day. Families can arrange full-

time, part-time and casual care for their children.


