
Change lives.  
Teach.



Great teachers transform lives. 

We exist to make sure that every young person, 
regardless of their background, has access to a great 
education. Whether going to a good university or into 
the career of their choice — we want every student to 
leave school with real choices in life.

Our schools are predominantly in areas of low income 
with a history of academic underachievement. All of 
our schools are making a difference in transforming 
the lives of disadvantaged young people — according 
to education charity, The Sutton Trust, Ark makes 
the biggest difference in transforming the lives of 
disadvantaged students out of all the major academy 
networks. Join us to be part of this change. 

Before training to teach, I was 
a conservationist in the NGO 
sector, working as a wildlife 
researcher in the field in Kenya. 
Although I felt I was working 
in a worthwhile industry, the 
impact of my research work felt 
very distant and intangible, 
I wanted to be able to make 
a difference. I wanted to be a 
teacher so I could inspire young 
people and help them become 
great scientists. 

Teaching was a big change 
for me, but there are lots of 
similarities, for example, my 
experience as a researcher 
allowed me to be more confident 
going in to the PGCE essays. 
But to be honest, the most 
useful skill I have found so far 
is knowing when to ask for help! 

I chose the School Direct route 
because it has many obvious 
benefits — having a salary 
means I can still pay rent for 
a start! From a training point 
of view, the amount of time 
you spend in the classroom is 
fantastic and means that you 
develop very quickly. I chose 
Ark Teacher Training because 
of the quality of the programme 
and the care I knew I’d receive 
throughout. It was the best 
way for me to become the best 
teacher I can be. 

Being a trainee teacher is not 
an easy ride: it is easy to lose 
sight of what you are trying to 
achieve and how much you are 
progressing. But when things 
do go well, it is phenomenally 
rewarding and truly enjoyable.

Read Sam’s 
journey

Ark Teacher Training 
was rated as outstanding 
in all areas by Ofsted in 
January 2017.

Make a real difference 
where it matters most

I chose Ark Teacher 
Training because 
of the quality of the 
programme and the 
care I knew I’d receive 
throughout. 

“

”

The proportion of  
our disadvantaged 
students passing 
English & maths  

GCSE is over a third 
higher than the 

national average.

Name:  Sam Phillips

School:   Ark All Saints Academy

Subject:  Biology

Background:  Wildlife Researcher
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Subjects offered

All available as salaried or non-salaried:

• Primary 
• Biology  
• Chemistry  
• Design Technology  
• English  
• Geography  
• History  

Vicky’s  
story

Name:  Vicky Cartwright

School:   Ark All Saints Academy

Subject:  English

Background:  Career break to have  

 children after working  

 as a Civil Servant for  

 the Ministry of Defence

Being a good teacher can 
change things, it can make such 
a huge difference to a pupil’s 
life. I’ve seen it with my own 
children and I wanted to be a 
part of that. 

I’d often toyed with the idea of 
teaching, but was warned off 
by a lot of people who said the 
training was too punishing, but 
I finally decided to have a go 
and see for myself.
 
I used to be a civil servant 
and worked at the Ministry of 
Defence, but I’d been a stay-at-
home mum for a long time with 
my two teenage children.

I chose the School Direct 
route because I wanted to get 
into the classroom as quickly 
as possible. I also wanted to 
train with Ark, as I was really 
impressed with them. I liked 
the level of support they were 
offering and their ethos really 
chimed with me.

There have been so many 
rewards already: great 
colleagues, new skills learnt, 
using my degree subject directly 
after all these years and finding 
I still love it and, of course,  
the students.

I wanted to get into the 
classroom as quickly  
as possible. 

“

”

“There is a strong and palpable 
moral purpose throughout 
the training and the work of 
all stakeholders. Together, 
they work to ensure all pupils 
achieve their full potential.” 
Ofsted, January 2017
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• Maths  
• Modern Languages  
• Music  
• Physical Education  
• Physics  
• Religious Education
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School orientation  
Before your course starts, you 
will spend time meeting your 
new colleagues, interacting with 
pupils and really getting to know 
your school so that you can hit 
the ground running in September 

Become the best teacher  
you can be Whether you are looking to become a primary or 

secondary school teacher, our training offers the perfect 
mixture of theory and practice, designed to develop you 
into the best teacher you can be.

Contrasting  
school experience 
You will spend time in three 
different schools: you will 
swap with a fellow trainee in 
another Ark school, you will 
observe a school outside the 
Ark network and you will spend 
time in another Ark school in 
a completely different context 
to your own. These school 
experiences help you develop as  
a teacher by showing you how 
other schools work, and what 
makes yours unique 

Classroom teaching  
You will be in the classroom from 
day one, having an impact straight 
away, with plenty of support. As you 
start the year, you’ll work closely 
with a great teacher, taking on 
increasing responsibility as 
the year progresses

NQT programme  
After successfully completing 
your training year, you will 
be able to progress onto our 
highly supportive, tailored NQT 
programme which will guide you 
through your first full year of 
teaching. As well as continuing 
with weekly coaching and co-
planning, you’ll also have access 
to an online learning platform, 
three network-wide conferences 
and monthly regional workshops

Weekly training 
sessions  
Come together with your fellow 
trainees for face-to-face training 
with your tutor. Sometimes 
these sessions will focus on how 
to teach the curriculum and 
sometimes they will focus on 
broader areas such as behaviour 
management techniques 
or assessment 

Weekly coaching  
Every week you’ll be  
observed and have positive 
feedback sessions sharing 
manageable, bite-sized 
changes to your practice 

Summer school  
All new trainees come 
together over two weeks 
for an introduction to the 
programme and the principles 
of great teaching 

Weekly co-planning  
Work with a great teacher to plan your 
lessons. You’ll have the opportunity 
to ask all the detailed questions you 
may have about how to teach specific 
elements of the curriculum 

74

Your training programme will include:

“Trainees continuously receive 
expert coaching throughout 
their training year.”
Ofsted, January 2017
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“The programme is personalised 
to the needs of the individuals and 
groups of trainees. The bespoke 
nature of the programme ensures 
that trainees make strong progress.” 
Ofsted, January 2017

A dedicated tutor overseeing every 
aspect of your training, giving regular 
feedback and helping you to plan  
your lessons

Your very own coach, offering advice 
and support

Staff in your school who are dedicated 
to your development 

Access to education experts across  
the Ark network

A network of fellow trainees  
in your school and across  
the programme

Continuous support and guidance  
to build your confidence in managing 
behaviour and your classroom 

Get the very best 
support every step  
of the way

98

What really sets us apart is the high- 
quality training and support you get at 
every stage of our training programme. 
We know that great schools need great 
teachers; that is why we invest so much 
time in you and offer you the support you 
need to get there. 

Some of the ways  
you will be supported:

I have felt so lucky to be  
able to draw on the resources of  
an incredibly strong and supportive 
department, as well as my coaches, 
trainee leads and Ark tutors.  
Their support has been wonderful  
and pushed me to work hard. 
Kate Henney, English teacher at Ark Burlington Danes  

Academy and Ark Teacher Training graduate 

“

”



Qualified Teacher Status
Every person who graduates from the  
Ark Teacher Training programme will  
gain Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) —  
a nationally recognised teaching 
qualification allowing you to teach  
in other schools 

PGCE
You will also receive a  
Postgraduate Certificate  
in Education (PGCE) —  
an internationally recognised  
teaching qualification from  
Goldsmiths, University of London

Master’s credits
Your PGCE will count as 60 credits towards 
a Master’s degree — a third of the credits 
needed for the full qualification

Earn a PGCE and Master’s 
credits while gaining your 
Qualified Teacher Status

1110

The Ark Teacher  
Training formula

hours of training

hours team teaching 
with a great teacher

observations with  
feedback on your practice

school days to put  
your learning into action

rigorous NQT programme

(including 2 weeks of summer school)
500

120 

66
 

190

1

1 great teacher

+

+

+

+

=

Earn your  
PGCE and  
QTS at the  
end of your 

training year

“The very large 
majority of trainees are 
outstanding by the end of 
the training programme.”
Ofsted, January 2017
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We have over 40 schools in four regions 
across the UK and a dedicated central team. 
Whatever your career aspirations, we will 
support you to get a job in one of our schools 
and provide you with plenty of opportunities 
to progress, and quickly. 

Staying in the Ark network also  
means access to unrivalled professional 
development, starting with our highly 
supportive NQT programme. But the 
training doesn’t stop when you qualify;  
we have training aimed at developing  
and supporting middle and senior leaders.

We want every child to succeed, so we 
operate beyond the confines of our own 
schools to share models that work, to 
strengthen and improve education. We have 
been developing new teaching and learning 
techniques and programmes, discovering 
what works, before rolling them out more 
widely. Innovative programmes that started 
life within Ark include Mathematics 
Mastery, Now Teach and Frontline.

We also work internationally, supporting 
governments and school groups across the 
world as part of the global push to provide  
a quality education for every child.  

Most of our graduates 
stay teaching in our 
schools and we would 
love you to do the same!  In the past 4 years,     

95%
of our graduates  
are still in teaching

London

Hastings
Portsmouth

Birmingham

We have over  
       schools in  
four regions  
across the UK

40

 
 

The amazing training, support and 
career development you receive as part 
of Ark Teacher Training makes you  
feel like you’re part of a winning team.
Brett Johal, English teacher at Ark Globe Academy  

and Ark Teacher Training graduate   

“

”
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Whatever your 
funding route,  
all trainees receive 
the same level of 
training and support. 

Funding

Salaries for  
career changers

If you have worked for three years 
or more since graduating, you may 
qualify for a salary and your school 
will pay your tuition fees. The exact 
amount you receive will depend on 
the school you work in, the location 
of that school, and the kind of work 

you have done before.   

Bursaries for  
recent graduates

If you graduated less than three years ago, you 
may qualify for a government bursary. These 

are designed to help you with your tuition fees 
and cost of living during your training year. The 
amount depends on your degree class and the 
subject you teach, and could be anything up to 

£28,000. You may also qualify for a student  
loan to cover the cost of your tuition fees.

14

There are two main types of funding  

for Ark Teacher Training, via School Direct:

Get a bursary or 
salary to help with 
your training year

Newly Qualified Teacher salary
Regardless of which funding route you start on, in year 2 
of the Ark Teacher Training programme (your NQT year), 

you’ll be paid a salary like all other qualified teachers. 

Scholarships
If you want to teach maths, physics, 
chemistry, MFL or geography and have 
a 2:1 or higher, you may be eligible for a 
tax-free scholarship of up to £28,000. This 
scholarship is open to any trainee teacher 
and replaces the bursary that you would 
receive from the government, while also 
bringing extra perks like access to  
resources for your subject and a  
network of other trainees. 

15



Apply now
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What we’re looking for? 
  We ideally look for candidates who  

have achieved a 2:1 or above at degree 
level. For secondary, your degree or 
A-levels must be related to the subject 
you want to teach. We will, however, 
consider individuals who have not  
met our academic benchmark if they  
can effectively evidence improvements  
in their academic performance  
post-university.

  GCSEs including C or above in maths, 
English language and a science  
for primary.

 
A good Ark Teacher Training  
trainee should:

 Have strong subject knowledge

 Be resilient

 Be a great decision maker

 Be self-aware and reflective

 Share Ark’s values

Step 2
Decide what you 
want to teach  
and where

Step 3
Apply via our website 
arkteachertraining.org/apply-now

Step 4
We will assess your subject knowledge 
and situational judgement online. If 
you’re shortlisted, you’ll be invited to an 
assessment centre. This will include an 
interview and presentation and gives our 
panel the chance to find out more about 
your aptitude for teaching

Step 5
If you’re successful at the  
assessment centre, you’ll be invited  
to a final school-based assessment. 
This will be in one of our schools and 
will involve interaction with students 
as well as a final interview

Step 6
If you’re successful at the 
school-based assessment, 
welcome to Ark Teacher 
Training! You’ll be offered a 
conditional place to start on 
the programme in September 

Qualifications  
from overseas? 
Contact NARIC  
for a certificate  
of equivalency at 
naric.org.uk 

Step 1
Check you meet our 
programme criteria 
— see our website for 
more details

Get in touch 
Just like your training year, we are here 
to support you through every step of your 
application. If you have any questions, 
contact us: 

0203 116 6353 
teachertraining@arkonline.org 
@ArkTTOnline

For more information, visit our website 
www.arkteachertraining.org

Apply through UCAS
You can also apply directly through UCAS.  
To apply, visit  www.ucas.com/teacher-training

You can find Ark Teacher Training on UCAS 
using our provider code 1CS. 

In 2016, Ark King Solomon 
Academy was in the top three 
non-selective schools in the 
country based on its  
Progress 8 score
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Speak to us
Want to find out more about Ark Teacher 
Training? Or have a specific question you 
can’t find the answer to? There are plenty  
of opportunities to meet us and find out 
what you need to know. 

From chatting to us at a careers fair  
or meeting us at a drop-in session  
on campus, to our regular information 
webinars and Q&A sessions, you’ll  
be able to find the answers to all  
your questions before submitting  
your application. 

Hear from 
Azariah

“The wealth of support 
that Ark offers to teachers 
in their training year and 
beyond really stood out 
to me against all other 
training providers.”  
Bronwyn Faleiro, music teacher and  

Ark Teacher Training graduate

I’ve always known I wanted  
to be a teacher as school was 
so important to me when I 
was younger. I graduated from 
the University of Birmingham 
in summer 2016 and started 
with Ark Teacher Training in 
the September. I wanted the 
opportunity to be that person  
to inspire the next generation to 
have greater aspirations, high 
expectations and to provide 
them with a safe environment. 

I chose Ark Teacher Training 
because of their ethos, I 
loved their belief that a great 

education should be accessible 
to everyone. I also liked the 
support they gave their trainees 
both during the training and 
throughout their career. 

Sometimes it’s hard to manage 
the emotional charge of the 
classroom, but I soon learnt 
that confidence really is key to 
leading a successful lesson. I’ve 
loved seeing the children grow, 
both academically and socially. 

I wanted the opportunity 
to be that person 
to inspire the next 
generation to have 
greater aspirations.

“

”

Name:  Azariah Broodie

School:   Ark Priory Primary  

Academy

Subject:  Primary

Background:  Graduated from  

 University of  

 Birmingham in 2016
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Check our website to keep up-to-date  
with where you can meet us 
arkteachertraining.org/events



Transform lives, 
including your own. 
Train to teach with  
Ark Teacher Training.  
Apply now. 

arkteachertraining.org

@ArkTTOnline  

teachertraining@arkonline.org

0203 116 6353


