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I am delighted to be the Headteacher of Castle View School – a 
place where students are put first in everything we do. Our aims 
are to pursue excellence, to be the best we can be, we achieve 
this by working together with parents and the wider community 
to bring out the very best in our young people.

A good education inspires, opens doors and makes a  
difference to the lives of individuals, their families and the wider 
community. Therefore, we take our responsibilities as educators 
very seriously, doing all we can to help our students achieve 
anything and everything they set their minds to. Our curriculum 
is designed to inspire our young people and motivate them to 
learn; continuously improving upon their best, whatever their 
background. We aim to provide learners with opportunity and 
choice, we are amibitious to deliver teaching with challenge 
through high expectations. We also take great pride in providing 
a safe, happy and harmonious learning environment – one where 
every student is known as an individual. 

Our teaching is delivered via a broad curriculum, one that will 
open doors for our students. Our curriculum values academic 
and vocational learning, We strive for every child to become 
a well-rounded, caring and confident individual; able to play 
a part in their community and equipped with the skills and 
mindset to contribute to wider society. Students develop not 
only their academic potential, but also their artistic, sporting and 
leadership talents. In addition, our exciting extra-curriculum aims 
to extend their interests beyond the classroom, whether that is in 
computing, sport, music, art or drama. Our students are actively 
encouraged to use social time to read, play, compete, or use our 
musical instruments, such as the piano in the main atrium.  
Our students respect their environment and each other.

Mr Steve Durkin BA (Hons), MTL, NPQH

Headteacher

Welcome
to Castle View School

As well as valuing 

academic success, 

we strive for every 

child to become 

a well-rounded, 

caring and confident 

individual who 

plays a part in their 

community.

“ I had a visit with the Headteacher before I chose and I was impressed… 
What stuck with me is how many children’s names he knew… he believes 
that every child has the ability to succeed.”  Year 7 Parent



Our core curriculum: English Language & Literature, 
Mathematics, Science and Humanities enables our students to 
have the essential skills, knowledge and understanding to be 
successful.  Students attain recognised qualifications so they 
can reach their future destinations, employment, training or 
further study. We believe passionately that students should have 
access to a broad curriculum, particularly at Key Stage 3. We do 
not reduce curriculum time and we avoid abridged curricula 
that lead to option decisions being made far too early. 
 
To this end we provide a full curriculum during Years 7-9, 
including the arts and creative subjects; vital for a well-
rounded education. Furthermore, we expect students to study 
humanities and languages for as long as possible to ensure they 
have the requisite knowledge to either continue their studies at 
GCSE; to have a broad awareness of the skills, knowledge and 
understanding to be an effective citizen.

We focus on your child’s personal development alongside their 
academic. All students have access to a wide extra curricular 
programme, including educational trips, visits to local, regional 
and international places of interests. It is complimented by a 
programme that provides interaction with visiting speakers, 
covers a wide range of social and domestic issues such as 
safeguarding, mental health and wellbeing, and supports the 
development of students’ personal, social, community, cultural 
and human capital. This will enable them to become active 
participants in society for the rest of their lives.

A curriculum designed
to grow and develop

Supporting your 

child’s learning and 

wellbeing during 

this crucial stage.

“Wellbeing in Schools Award Winner 2020.”



All students have access to a broad and balanced curriculum, 
with five one-hour lessons per day. Alongside the core subjects 
of English, Maths and Science, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 also 
study Art, Music, Drama, History, Geography, French, Business 
Enterprise, Computing, Design Technology and PE. 

At the end of Year 9, students choose the subjects they wish 
to study at GCSE level, selecting from an extensive range of 
courses to study from Year 10 onwards. 

Our curriculum is designed to develop students’ interests and 
ambitions in a purposeful learning environment. We offer a 
range of academic and vocational-based subjects, all of which 
lead to valued qualifications. 

Your child will also learn aspects of Citizenship, Life in Modern 
Britain, and Personal, Social and Health Education through our 
tutor time programme, assemblies and visits from guest speakers. 
This gives them the decision-making skills and self-confidence to 
make positive life choices both now and in the future.

Our teaching strives to engage learners. We encourage  
curiosity. We want our young people to think and to question. 

Our dedicated staff craft lessons that inspire students to 
take control of their own learning. We do all we can to 
create a climate of collaboration between learners, while 
promoting challenge and high aspirations. We also emphasise 
perseverance and have developed a learning environment 
where making mistakes is both acceptable and seen as a 
valuable learning experience. 

Teachers adopt a range of teaching styles so all students can 
access and engage in activities. In addition, as students move 
through Key Stage 3 and into Key Stage 4, they will be set in 
some subjects to ensure they are challenged appropriately. We 
have high expectations of all our students, and our dedicated 
staff work hard to ensure everyone reaches their potential. 

Homework
Homework is an important part of the learning journey, 
encouraging reflection, investigation and independence. 
Students will receive either regular homework each lesson or an 
extended project to be completed over a longer period of time. 
Parents can also access the set homework, enabling a purposeful 
home-school dialogue that is centred on learning and progress.

A curriculum 
for future success

Teaching and learning  
for every child

Our curriculum is 

designed to develop 

students’ interests 

and ambitions in a 

purposeful learning 

environment.

Our school is proud 

to be fully staffed 

with qualified and 

experienced teachers.

“Our approach to teaching and learning aims to inspire, 
challenge and ignite students’ imaginations and intellect.” 

Miss Hurrell - Assistant Headteacher  
in charge of Teaching and Learning.



Success at Castle View School is not just about passing exams 
and gaining qualifications on paper. Our talented staff provide 
wider opportunities for everyone, whether your child’s interests 
are in sport, drama, science, debating, music, dance or 
contributing to our newsletter – all of which have their place in 
a good, all-round education. 

We believe every young person should have equal access 
to develop their potential or explore an interest they have. 
As such, our local and national partnerships give students 
unrivalled access to industry professionals, academics from 
higher education and ambassadors from the STEM subjects 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths), enhancing the 
employability of and inspiring the next generation.

Our school also actively participates in a variety of local, 
regional and national competitions for a wide range of 
activities. From sport to public speaking, our young people 
often inspire, wow and win!

Attendance at Castle View School has made a significant 
improvement due to initiatives we have led within our school and 
across all our local partner schools.

Success  
beyond the classroom 

From sport to 

public speaking, 

our young people 

often inspire, 

wow and win!

“100% of parents stated there is a good range of subjects available to my child 
at this school.” Parentview Ofsted



Castle View’s school values are a unique learning tool that we 
have created to assist in the development of caring human 
beings. The use of tutor time, Personal Development time and 
assembly gives dedicated time to this. Our Values have been 
created to demonstrate what is important to us and to be a tool 
for life. When applied anyone can begin with what they noticed, 
being decisive and solution focused, right up to the integrity to 
be able to do something about it.

Opportunities to celebrate success are integrated into the 
academic, vocational and entitlement curriculum. We value 
effort and recognise the impact a young person can make 
to their own lives and those of others, every day. Our first 
value is to Take Notice and to acknowledge members of our 
community, we are encouraged to notice those around us and 
the positive impact they have; Take Notice cards are distributed 
to everyone and anyone. Students receive College Points, 
certificates, badges, nominations and special prizes such as 
the Jack Petchey Young Leaders Award. Those who contribute 
significantly to the ethos of the school can be nominated and 
awarded our highest accolade through the Headteacher’s 
Platinum Award and badge. Students and adults alike are 
eligible for nomination and they receive personal citations  
that demonstrate the contribution they have made to the  
lives of others.

Finally, in our pursuit of excellence, student work identified 
as excellent by teachers and peers is recognised, their work 
shared as exemplary, to inspire others and they too receive the 
Platinum Award.

Castle View Cares
Our Values

We take great 

pride in our school, 

providing facilities 

that meet the 

academic, sporting 

and creative needs 

of all our students.

“Not only is learning at the heart of the Castle View School ethos, we pride ourselves 
on caring for the wellbeing and happiness of our young people and staff.”  
Mrs Clark, Wellbeing Co-ordinator

“ 98% of parents stated their child feels safe at this school” Ofsted Parent View



Everyone at our school plays a role in making our  
community what it is.

Our pastoral support system identifies and overcomes any 
barriers to learning, while encouraging students to be the best 
they can be. All students have a personal tutor whom they meet 
each day, while each year group is led by a Head of Year who is 
supported by a Student Support Officer (a vital home-school link). 

Our students also have a key role in the leadership of the 
school. The dynamic and well-respected Student Leadership 
Team act as role models and decision makers on aspects such 
as learning and teaching, rewards and community and ethos.

Rewards, community and ethos
Our students are passionate individuals who care about each 
other and their local community. Together they have raised 
thousands of pounds for local and national charities. We 
also include our wider community in our performances and 
educational events – most recently hearing the experience of 
a Holocaust Survivor. Together, we welcome everyone to be an 
active part of the Castle View Community.

Our community 
at Castle View School 

Our students are 

passionate individuals 

who care about each 

other and their  

local community.

“ Leading Parent Partnership Award Winner 2020” 



Our relationship with the local community is central to our 
work. We enjoy positive relationships with our neighbours, local 
businesses and residents, often receiving encouraging praise about 
our young people, their smart appearance and good conduct. 

Every student has the opportunity to ‘give something back’ through 
our Community Day. This may be visiting a home for the elderly, 
tidying the local beach, working with younger students in our 
primary schools or linking up with other local community initiatives. 

We also showcase the talents and abilities of our young people 
through our performances and shows, regularly entertaining 
packed audiences of local people and families of our students.

Our Partnerships
Castle View School is committed to developing partnerships with 
others for the benefit of our whole school community. Through 
the Canvey Schools Partnership, we work collaboratively with all 
our local primary schools, helping provide a seamless transition to 
secondary school. 

Since 2016, Castle View School has been collaborating with local 
schools to raise the profile and importance of good attendance. 
This joint work has impacted attendance, punctuality and therefore, 
progress, through our Attendance Ambassadors’ work with families 
and students from Year 1 to Year 11. 

Playing our part
in the local community

We enjoy positive 

relationships with 

our neighbours, 

local businesses 

and residents.

“ Both of my children have attended the school and I never had 
any regrets enrolling them.” Parent 



We have many ways we communicate with parents and carers, 
encouraging a strong home-school relationship:

Social Media
The school has a very successful online presence, where  
student achievement is celebrated and shared with our 
community of followers.

Website
www.castleview.essex.sch.uk
Find forthcoming events, examination dates and our latest news.

Inspire Magazine
Highlights of excellence from the half-term at  
Castle View School.

View More
Our termly Parent and Carer Newsletter covers our most recent 
events, achievements and community updates.

Student Planners
As well as helping students organise their learning and study, 
student planners allow for a home-school dialogue.

Progress Achievement Consultation Evenings (PACE)
A chance to discuss your child’s progress with staff.

Progress Letters and Termly Reports
Stay updated with your child’s progress. Our tracking and 

Keeping
you informed 

Encouraging 

a strong 

home-school 

relationship.



We are passionate about everyone pursuing excellence, to be 
the best that they can be.

Our vision: Pupils, Parents and Staff in partnership to achieve 
academic excellence, through a culture of high aspirations, whilst 
developing every child into well rounded, caring and confident 
individuals who contribute positively to their community and are 
well equipped to contribute to our wider society.

Our mission: Pursue Excellence, Be the Best 

Our Aims over the next few years are that:

1. All pupils enjoy their learning and are driven rather than 
being compliant learners.

2. All pupils make progress that is at least good and 
increasingly outstanding.                                                                                                                     

3. All pupils are well prepared for their next steps and have 
genuine choices open to them.                                                                                         

4. All pupils are happy and successful individuals, are able to 
make positive contributions with their lives, and to be good 
and responsible citizens.

Castle View School: 
Pursue excellence, be the best

Students, parents 

and staff working 

in partnership to 

pursue academic 

excellence.

“ Pupils, parents and staff are treated with professionalism and respect 
and that’s replicated by them. Castle View is working harder and 
smarter than ever and this is coming from the top down.”  Year 11 Parent



Castle View School Academy Trust
Foksville Road, Canvey Island, Essex SS8 7FH

Tel: 01268 696811  Fax: 01268 511585
Email: admin@castleview.essex.sch.uk
Website: www.castleview.essex.sch.uk
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