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The English Faculty
Accommodation
English is taught in a suite of rooms that are grouped around two open spaces in the single storey Portway building, which also accommodate the Year 7 year base and tutor rooms.  Much of the building has recently been refurbished and is surrounded by pleasant green spaces.
The English department is well resourced with data projectors and interactive whiteboards in all classrooms and access and two dedicated computer rooms.  All staff have a lap-top and access to Chrome books.  Post 16 teaching takes place in the spacious and well-resourced Cooksey sixth form building.
Personnel
The department comprises the equivalent of seventeen staff:  12 full-time staff and 5 part-time staff, who are specialists in their field.  All teach across the ability range up to year 11 and staff with the necessary qualifications and experience, have the opportunity to teach Post 16 up to A Level. The faculty has a successful track record of training and retaining trainee teachers.
Academic Structure
Although still largely based around the model of Head of Faculty and three key stage leads, of which one is also second in faculty, the faculty is developing its leadership model to reflect staff strengths and to drive forward its vision for the future. The faculty also has two job-sharing lead teachers who lead the development of pedagogy and offer coaching support within and beyond the faculty.
Organisation of classes
Students in years 10 and 11 are currently taught in sets, whilst at KS3, students are taught in mixed ability classes.  The faculty keeps its grouping policy under review in order to accommodate the needs of different cohorts of students
SEND
It is the responsibility of all subject teachers to differentiate within their teaching plans, for students of all abilities, supported by differentiated schemes of work.  Additional assistance for students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities comes from classroom assistants whose time is usually given to classes which contain statemented students.  The school has well-regarded specialist provision for students with language and communication challenges and is highly inclusive in its approach.
The Curriculum
The school’s CREATE values underpin our distinctive ethos of wide horizons, proud traditions and high achievement and support positive approaches to learning.
Key Stage Three
The curriculum and schemes of work enable all students to reach key stage 3 age-related expectations, whilst providing them with the foundations needed to achieve success at GCSE. Having recognised this as an important area for development, the faculty is passionate about improving its teaching of reading and English literature, supported by the well-established Accelerated Reader programme in years 7 and 8.  The faculty offers a thematic approach until the end of year 8, covering themes such as:  growing up; culture, identity and community; power and conflict; the supernatural and the Gothic. In year 9, students begin preparation for the AQA GCSE in English Literature with a proposal under consideration about entry in year 10.  
Key stage 4 and 5
From September 2017, all students will be entered for the AQA English and AQA English Literature specifications.  The team is currently exploring additional support qualifications such as entry level.   The AQA English Literature course has been a consistently successful and well regarded course in the Sixth Form.  Students have the opportunity to re-take their English GCSE in the sixth form if they enrol onto Advanced Level courses.
Achievement:
At GCSE, English results are among the best in the school and at A Level, among the best in the country (2016 results).  
Other Opportunities
The faculty is developing an interesting range of extra-curricular clubs and opportunities, including a Film club, involvement in the BBC News Report, theatre trips, catch-up and booster sessions and the annual Year 9 Poetry Slam.
The faculty also contributes to the cross-curricular Rich task, “Forensive Detectives:  patterns, sequences and transformations”.  Rich tasks are exciting whole school learning activities at key stage 3 that enable students to apply their learning to new contexts.
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