THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
EDUCATION AND LEARNING SERVICE
HEAD TEACHER

Dingwall Primary School
This information aims to provide prospective applicants with information which may not appear in other documents in the pack.  Candidates leeted for interview are invited to visit the school.

1
HIGHLAND MID AREA

The Mid Area, comprising Dingwall, Fortrose, Alness, Invergordon and Tain, is one of four administrative areas of the Highland Council.  Highland has 184 primary schools, 29 secondary schools and 3 special education schools.  The Mid area has 40 schools comprising 33 primary, 5 secondary and 2 special schools. In line with the rest of the Highland Council, all schools are co-educational and (within the secondary sector) non-denominational. 
2
THE SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY
The population of the Mid area is over 50,000, and has good transport links with the city of Inverness.  Inverness is an expanding city with excellent facilities, good shopping centres, cinemas, a theatre and a wide variety of restaurants and good sporting facilities.

The A9 links Inverness to the north and to the south, with the A96 linking east to Aberdeen. Inverness Airport, just outside the City, provides a wide range of services to destinations in the UK and Europe.
3
MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

The Head Teacher has day-to-day responsibility for managing the school.  This includes providing well-ordered administration, complying with council policies and procedures.
Clerical assistance is available to assist the implementation of Devolved School Management budgets and other administrative functions.

4
THE CURRICULUM

The Head Teacher will be responsible for developing the curriculum and for ensuring the planned progression of pupils’ development throughout their school life, taking account of individual needs, aptitude and ability.  High-quality School Improvement Planning will be fundamental to this objective.
5            GAELIC-MEDIUM EDUCATION (GME)
GME is an important part of Dingwall Primary School, with over 70 children across 4 composite classes being taught in Gaelic. In addition to normal class-based education, pupils have many opportunities to develop their language skills through various extra-curricular activities in partnership with different organisations and the local community. 
6
STAFFING 

7
SUPPORT SERVICES

Within the Mid Area, Head Teachers are supported in discharging their responsibilities by the Area Education and Learning Team and other Headquarters Systems Support Staff.  
8
ACCOUNTABILITY

The Head Teacher is responsible for managing the school on behalf of the Authority.  He/she is accountable to the ECO for Education through the Area Education and Learning Manager.
9
SALARY

The salary for the post is as indicated on the advert.
10
HOUSING AND ACCOMODATION

The Highlands has a wide range of properties to buy or rent; and assistance for re-locating to the area may be available from the Council.
11
FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information, please contact: Derek Martin, 01349 868603, Mid Area Education and Learning Office, Highland Council, County Buildings 84 High Street Dingwall IV15 9QN
Dingwall Primary is the largest primary school in the Highland region. The current role for the school is 495 between Primary 1-7 and over 45 children in the nursery. Both English and Gaelic-medium education are available in the school. There are presently 14 English-medium classes and a further 4 classes taught through the medium of Gaelic. 





Located near to Tulloch Castle in the Royal Burgh of Dingwall, the school was built back in 1971 and enjoys a large playing field and garden areas which are regularly used for outdoor learning. The school also has a tarred play area and adventure playground.





The single storey east wing of the school is occupied by P1-3 classes, with classrooms grouped round communal areas for each year group. The central portion of the complex contains the school kitchen, extensive dining area and the hall/gym. This connects with the two-storey building which houses most P4-7 classes and the main school office.





The school’s nursery is situated next to the school buildings in demountable huts with an excellent garden space for developing outdoor play and learning.�











Dingwall Primary School is led by the Head teacher, who is supported by a Depute Head Teacher and 4 Principal Teachers.











