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Introduction

The Biology department consists of four full time teachers, working closely with a dedicated Biology technician.  As part of the Science faculty, the Biology department regularly collaborates with the Physics and Chemistry departments to share good practice and implement school policy.
Curriculum

Biology is a separately timetabled, core subject from Year 8 up to and including Year 11, taught over three to four 50-minute lessons per fortnight.  This programme of study follows on from a science skills and investigation course taught in Year 7.  At Key Stage 4 the majority of students study three separate science GCSEs.  Biology is also a very popular Sixth Form choice with a current uptake of 75 and 60 in Years 12 and 13 respectively.  We offer the AQA courses at both GCSE and A Level and these courses are used as a template for teaching Biology.  However, the content of lessons frequently goes far beyond that of the specification as this allows us to include material we feel relevant to a student’s understanding but that is not currently covered by the specifications, whilst also stretching our able students. 
Resources
We have four dedicated Biology laboratories within the department and all are equipped with centrally-located interactive whiteboards.  Each room seats up to 30 students, although GCSE classes are limited to 25 students and A Level classes are limited to 20.  Teachers and students are encouraged to make the best possible use of the resources available and the technician is a vital member of the department, contributing well beyond a technician’s regular duties.  In addition, we continue to innovate in our uses of Google Classroom and Chromebooks to enhance learning (which all students have).
Successes

Approximately 80% of GCSE students take separate sciences, with the remaining 20% taking combined science.  Historically, of those who take separate Biology GCSE, 99% of our students achieved A* or A grades, and this success has been carried over to the 9-1 grading system.  At A Level an average of 90% of candidates achieved A* - B grade with an average of 22% of grades at A*.  
Enrichment
Exam results aside, the department encourages students to excel in Biology in many other ways.  For the younger years we foster an interest in Biology through events, competitions and trips, eg, Natural History Museum and RHS Wisley Gardens.  In the Sixth Form we have achieved considerable success in the British Biology Olympiad and take the students away on a residential field course to Wales.  We also work to raise the profile of the huge range of careers available to Biology graduates, and continue to host guest speakers who give lectures to the students about their chosen paths. 
Psychology
For those candidates who are interested and willing to teach Psychology in addition to Biology, the School is offering A Level Psychology from September 2019.  The course we are following is AQA 7182.  
