


ICT/Computing Department




Who are we?
The ICT/Computing faculty from September 2018 will comprise of three full time specialist teachers one of whom is the head of department/member of SLT.  The department benefits from four dedicated fully networked computer rooms, all with Windows Seven as the operating system and industry software including Adobe CS suite. The department is an integral part of a cloud based school solution and uses various Google Apps to support teaching and learning. Many departments also have a suite of laptops to complement our facilities. 
 
Computing and ICT is taught as a discreet subject at both KS3 and KS4, with the TLM ICT Level 2 course taught within Year 11 until June 2018. There are also option groups in Year 11 who are taught GCSE Computer Science, GCSE ICT and GCSE Business Studies. The current year 10’s study the OCR CiDA course in addition to the same options as Year 11. Year 9’s are all grouped into options with GCSE Computing, GCSE Business Studies and OCR CiDA being offered.  Year 7 and 8 pupils will follow the Computing programme of study and have 1 lesson per week.  All Key Stage 4 option groups receive a generous three hours allocation of curriculum time.  

We are a dynamic department and are in the process of updating our Schemes of Work to incorporate new units into KS3 and KS4 curricula. The new appointment will be expected to play a key role in this. Our passion lies in collaboration, with members of the team planning and marking together, sharing resources and good practice.

Outcomes for children.
Our outcomes for children are improving at every sitting and current predictions show the June 2018 figure to exceed National Averages for GCSE ICT. Significantly, the number of pupils making good or better progress is increasing. 

With the introduction of problem solving, independent enquiry, group collaboration at every level and greater engagement in lessons, standards within teaching have improved at both Key Stages, with rapid improvements during this academic year in the quality of the marking and feedback given to students. We recognise that to continue our journey to outstanding we need to ensure that excellent outcomes continue to rise throughout both Key Stages over the next two years.

What are we good at?
The faculty has always strived to deliver outstanding results and it is expected that whoever is appointed will contribute to further success. All courses are very popular with students with the majority achieving excellent outcomes by the end of KS4.
 
In a recent faculty review led by an external consultant we were identified as ‘good’ under the current Ofsted framework in all areas.  Excellent teaching is at the heart of the faculty and teachers work hard to ensure that all lessons are well planned, innovative and interesting. 
















Our department includes a range of dedicated, specialist staff that have developed the collaborative climate that has enabled teaching standards to improve. In our lessons the teacher-student relationships have been identified as a strength, as they are good and mutually respectful.  Pupil engagement and attitudes have improved within the department. In the best lessons, formative assessment checks understanding and supports progress through challenge and developing responses. The use of 1-2-1 intervention and the weekly extended day session for Year 11s has enabled the vast majority of pupils to make good progress. 

What do we want to develop?
Within the next few years we are striving for the ICT and Computing department to become an outstanding faculty whose influence permeates all areas of school life.

We are constantly looking for new and exciting opportunities to improve the quality and experiences that pupils receive in the subject by investing in new software and hardware. Although these are only some of the tools to achieve success. What we really need is someone to come in who is proactive, can think on their feet, be a team player in their teaching and developing schemes of learning that are fit for the 21st Century. Do you think you can really engage all of our learners? If you do then please apply for the position. 
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