STOCKPORT GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Teacher of English– January 2020
School Description
Stockport Grammar School was founded in 1487 by Edmond Shaa, a goldsmith and Lord Mayor of London.  It moved to its present site on the southern outskirts of Stockport in 1916, the new buildings being financed by the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths, with which ties still exist.  It has been independent since 1975 and co-educational since 1980.  There are 1050 pupils aged 11 – 18, 50:50 boys and girls, and there is a substantial Junior School and Nursery on the same site with its own Headmaster, providing around half the Year 7 intake each September.  The School’s commitment to serving the local community is demonstrated by a well-established bursary scheme.

The campus is spacious and well-resourced with a mix of traditional buildings and more modern additions, the latest being the Woodsmoor Building completed in 2012.  There are two very attractive quadrangles at the historic centre of the School.  There is also a Sports Hall and pool, an all-weather surface and extensive grass playing fields.
The pupils are courteous, well turned out and enjoy friendly, respectful relationships with staff and with one another.  They are grounded, unpretentious and purposeful and are demonstrably committed to the ethos of their school.  Responsibilities are widely shared.  Their welfare is well-supported by an excellent and vigilant pastoral system.  There is no such person as a ‘typical’ pupil at Stockport.  Just as academic and sporting achievements are celebrated, so are personal attributes and individuality.

Parents strongly support the atmosphere and life of the School and their responses to regular independent parental surveys show high levels of satisfaction.
In its latest report, in 2011, ISI concluded that “the pupils’ overall achievements and their learning, attitudes and skills are outstanding.”  The curriculum is broad and balanced and there is a wide range of options in the 220 pupil strong Sixth Form, complemented by the time spent on the EPQ or an Enrichment Programme.  Results in public examinations are impressive on a consistent basis.  In 2018, 94.0% of GCSE entries gained an A* - C. On entering the Sixth Form, pupils begin with four subjects. The pass rate at A Level was 99.3% in 2018, with 79.7% of all entries gaining A* to B and 52.0% of entries at A* or A.  

Co-curricular activities constitute a pillar of the School’s ethos and are a great factor in its success.  This element forms a central part of Stockport’s mission statement, demonstrated through the rationale that it is important “to encourage personal and physical development and inculcate a sense of self-belief and esteem.”  The School offers a vast range of activities to accommodate all tastes.  Major sports are coached to the highest level and enjoy considerable success on the school circuits and in achieving representation at county and national level.

Because of its location, Stockport draws most of its pupils from the southern and eastern suburbs of Greater Manchester and north Cheshire; but the catchment area extends as far as Trafford, Macclesfield, Glossop and Oldham. 
Known for high standards in academic results, pastoral care and the breadth of its extra-curricular programme, the School offers many different routes to success, as different as the individuals it educates.  Staff are motivated to discover the talent of each child so that activities can be offered which will help build skills and grow their sense of self-worth.
The department is currently staffed by seven full-time teachers and three part-time teachers. English teachers have easy access to the excellent administrative support provided by the Arts Secretary, who is permanently based in our office.   We also work closely with the Learning Support department to provide additional help when needed.
The department is housed on the ground floor of the newly-built Woodsmoor Building.  There are eight spacious dedicated English rooms, each equipped with interactive whiteboards or projection and full multi-media facilities.  There is a friendly Arts Office with reprographics and printing facilities, a kitchen and large workstation with a PC for each member of the English Department.  Staff and pupils also make regular use of our on-site bookshop, superbly stocked library and its attached ICT suite.  The Department is very well resourced in terms of class texts for all year groups, with audio CDs, DVDs and teaching resources.  We also have access to ‘Clickview’ online media resources which include a large bank of films.

GCSE students are usually arranged in groups of approximately eighteen pupils at GCSE and approximately ten students in the Sixth Form.  Pupils in the first three years are taught in mixed ability form groupings.

The English team has a diverse range of commitments and interests outside the classroom.  Sixth Formers attend lecture days, regular theatre visits are organised for pupils of all ages and a Sixth Form residential trip to Stratford is planned each summer.  There are reading groups for younger pupils, extension reading and discussion groups and also a Sixth Form and staff breakfast group.  

Members of the department are involved in running poetry competitions, Creative Writing groups for the Lower and Middle School, Harry Potter Club, and the extremely popular Debating Society.  English staff coach Cricket, Football and Basketball.  Ideas for setting up new clubs and activities are always welcome.
Drama is taught by a dedicated department.  

The School has maintained close links with Manchester University’s PGCE programme for many years and several English teachers are trained mentors.  We are strongly committed to the professional development of all staff and actively encourage attendance on external training courses run by major providers. 

Examination results from recent years

A Level English Literature (AQA Lit A)

	
	Candidates
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	U

	2016
	20
	5
	9
	4
	2
	0
	0
	0

	2017
	20
	2
	8
	5
	4
	1
	0
	0

	2018
	13
	5
	2
	4
	2
	0
	0
	0

	2019
	16
	2
	5
	8
	1
	0
	1
	0


IGCSE English (CIE)

	
	Cands
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G

	2017
	135
	28
	51
	42
	9
	4
	1
	0
	0

	2018
	158
	29
	66
	52
	10
	1
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	9/8
	7
	6
	5/4
	3
	2
	1
	

	2019
	164
	61
	32
	30
	39
	2
	0
	0
	


IGCSE English Literature (CIE)

	
	Cands
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G

	2017
	134
	50
	34
	35
	10
	4
	0
	1
	0

	2018
	158
	54
	57
	31
	13
	2
	1
	0
	0

	
	
	9/8
	7
	6
	5/4
	3
	2
	1
	

	2019
	163
	69
	44
	24
	26
	0
	0
	0
	


If you have any further questions about the department, information can be obtained from the current Head of Department, Mrs Georgina Cope, by email at CopeG@stockportgrammar.co.uk.
Person Specification

The successful candidate is likely to be able to demonstrate the following:

· A good honours degree, a PGCE or equivalent and QTS

· Experience of delivering outstanding lessons

· Significant understanding of Teaching & Learning pedagogy 

· Experience of developing and implementing Schemes of Work

· Proven ability to build close professional relationships with other colleagues

· Good skills in ICT, and in verbal and written communication

· Proven ability to develop vision, to plan and to innovate

· Commitment to continuing professional development

· Commitment to Safeguarding

